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PREFACE. 



While the Naval Biography of Enn^laiid and the 
other great maritinie powers has been written by the 

ablest authors, and published with every aid of em- 
bellishment and typographical el^^ance, that of the 
United States has hitherto been permitted to remain 
unwritten; or bas only presented itself to public 
notice in the fugitive form of magazine or newspaper 
articles. It is not to be denied, however, that some 
of the lives wbicb bave ai^>eared in this form were 
furnished by the ablest writers in the country, and 
derive their authority from original documents, let- 
ters, and personal narratives. From the materials 
for an Amebican Naval Bioorafht thus fbmished, 
in addition to other original materials politely fur- 
nished by surviving naval officers, or the families of 
those wbo are decMsed, the following work is com- 
posed. Were the compiler at liberty to give the 
name of each writer to whom he is indebted for any 
portion of this work^ tbe list would command atten- 
tion and respect by tbe bigb literary reputation of 
the contributors. As it is, the work will speak for 
itself; and the reader will have no difficulty in per- 
ceiving that each biographical sketch has been exe- 
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PREFACE. 



eated by one who is coiiTerBaiit with naval tAirs and 

anxious to do justice to tiie subject. 

The compiler embraces the present opportunity of 
expressing his gratitade to the gendemen, eonnected 
with the naval senrice, who have kindly aided the 
work by furnishing documents and other means^of 
information necessary to its completion. His thanks 
are also doe to Mr. Asa Spaneer, the mventor of the 
machine ibr medal ruling, Ibr his admirable facsimilea 
of several of the gold medals, conferred on distin- 
guished commandera by eongresin All thaengravinge 
of medals in the worit, except that of the Preble 
medal,* ^vero engraved by Mr. Spencer himself. 
Nearly all the views of naval actions were designed 
by Mr. James Hamilton, the marine and landscape 
painter, a young artist whose talents are already 
known and appreciated by the public. 

Should the present work meet with -eneouraga^ 
ment, it is the eompBer's intention to furnish another 
series of lives of naval commanders, at some future 
period. 

PMladdpUa, October 17, 184S. 

* This meOal was. nUed by Mi; SexiOD, of the UniMd States Min^ 

Pliiiadelphia. 
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JOHN PAUL JONES. 

N commemorating 
the lives and ser- 
vices of the naval 
commanders dis- 
tukgaished in the 
history of our coun- 
try, it is but just to 
place Paul Jones 
among the first. He 
was the first to hoist 
the Americaa flag in a regular American man of war. 
He gained the most brilliant nctory won upon the 
ocean during the war of independence ; and throu|^- 
out the whole of his splendid oare«r he eihibited a 
B *^ 9 
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10 BARLT LIFE. 

degree of courage and ability which has been sur- 
passed by iiuiiu of those who have succeeded him in 
the brilliant line of our naval heroes. 

John Paul JoNSSy was the don of Mr. John Paul, 
a re^otable gardener. He was bom at Arbiglaiid» 
in the parish of Kirkbean, and stewartry of Kirkcud- 
bright, in the month of July, 1747, and received the 
rudiments of his education at the parochial school. 
The contifruity of his rchidiiiicf: to the shore of the 
Soiway ^irth, inspired him with an early predilection 
for a sea-faring life ; and while yet a mere child, he 
hoisted his flag on board his mimic ship, and issued 
audible mandates to his imi^pnary officers and crew, 
vnth all the consequence of a legitimate commander. 
Nor was he content with this. As his skill in 
manoeuvring improved, he ventured to criticise the 
• nautical knowledge of practical sailors; and in the 
eag^r and confident tone with which, from the emi- 
nence on which he took his station, he thundered 
forth his orders to the vessels which were entering 
the port at Carsethom, might be remarked the ardent 
and enterprising mind of one who felt that be was 
born to future command. 

At the time of which we speak, the town of Dumfries 
carried on a very considerable trade in tobacco with 
America; and as the Nith was not navigable to foreign 
vessels^ the cargoes were unshipped at Ganethom, 
near the mouth of that river. There, from his earliest 
years, Paul had opportunities of conversing with 
mariners from the discontented colonies ; and it is , 
probable that he thus first imbibed that enthusiastic 
attachment to the United States, and those revolu- 
tiooaiy principles} which exerted so decided an in- 
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IN THE MBRCBANT 8UVICB. 11 

fluence on his conduct when he grew up to maturity, 
and eventually led him to reuounce his allegiance, and 
raise his hand against the country which gave him 

His partiality for a sailor's life, was so detemuned, 

that his friends resolved to indulge it ; and accordingly 
at the age of twelve, he was sent across the Firth 
to Whitehaven, where lie "was liound apprentice to 
Mr. Younger, a respectable merchant in the American 
trade. His first voyage was made on board the Friend- 
ship, Capt Benson. His course was steered for the 
RappahannoCy and before he had completed his thir- 
teenth year, he had landed on the shore of that 
country which he was destined to adopt as his own. 
His home, while the ship was in port, was the house 
of au elder brother, who, having married a native of 
Virginia^ had previously settled there. Here his 
early prepossessions in fiivour of America were con- 
finned, and from that period, as he afterwards ex- 
pressed himself to Baron Van der Capellan, that 
became the country of his fond electitjii." 

In the meantime, his intdligence and ^ood conduct 
acquired him the esteem and couMcuce of his em- 
ployer, who promised to give him a substantial proof 
of his ftvoor, by promoting him to the command of a 
vessel ; and he would have kept his word, had not the 
embarrassed state of his afibirs deprived him of the 

power to do it. 

Our adventurer, being at length freed from the 
trammels of apprenticeship, made several voyages to 
the coast of Africa ; but he soon became disgusted 
with a traffic which had too long been the disgrace of 
civilixed nations^ and confined hia servicea to the 
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12 JOJ«£S VI6IT6 VIRQIKIA. 

command of vessels engaged in a more reputable and 
legitimate commerce. 

In the year 1773, he went to Virginia to arrange 
the afiOurs of his brother, who had died there without 
leaving any family; and about this time, in addition 
to his original surname, he assumed the patramfmiic 
of Jones, his father's Christian name having been 
John. This custom, which is of classical authority, 
has long been prevalent in Wales, and in various 
other countries, although it is not usual in that part 
of the island in which he was born. 

This visit revived and rivetted the attachment 
which young Paul Jones had conceived for America; 
and in spite of tiie native ardor and restless activity 
of his mind, he resolved to withdraw from the vicissi- 
tudes of a sea-faring life, to fix his residence in that 
country, and to devote the remainder of his days to 
retirement and study. He was little aware of the 
turbulent scenes in which he was destined soon to 
perform a part, nor of the conspicuous figure he was 
to make in them. 

The discontents of the colonists had by this time 
occasioned much commotion, and their munnurs be- 
came daiiy deeper and more frequent, till at last they 
fairly broke off all connection with the parent country. 
Towards the conclusion of the year 1 775, it was de- 
temuned by Congress to fit out a naval force to assist 
in the defence of American independence, and an 
anxious search was made for friends to the cause who 
should be at once able and willing to act as officers 
on board their vessels. It now appeared that Paul 
Jones had, in his romantic schemes of trnnquil enjoy- 
ment, falsely estimated the natural bent of his genius. 
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HOISTS THE AHBRIOAN PLACk 13 

With deep interest he had watched tlie progress of 
those political events which were to decide the fate 
of his adopted country; and when an open resistance 
was made to the donunion of Britain, he could no 
longer remain an inactive spectator. Having only 
just completed his twenty-eighth year, he was fuU of 
bodily vigour and of mental energy, and he conceived 
that his nautical skill would qualify him to be a dis- 
tinguished asscrter of the rights of the colonists. He 
was immediately appointed first lieutenant of the 
Alfred, one of ^e only two ships belonging to Con- 
^ss, and on board that vessel, before Philadelphia, 
he hoisted the flag of independent America with his 
own hands, tlie first tiiyie it was ever displayed in a 
national ship. In the course of a very active and 
successful campaign, having found means to gain the 
confidence of the Marine Committee by his zeal and 
intrepidity, he had not served many months before the 
President sent him a captain's conmiission. 

In November, 1777, he sailed for France, in the 
Ranger, a new sloop-of-war of eighteen guns, with 
despatches of the victory of Saratop^a. It was in- 
tended that, "as a reward for the important services" 
which he had already rendered to America, he should 
be appointed to the command of the Indian, a fine 
frigate, just built for Congress at Amsterdam, and 
that the Ranger should act under his orders ; but the 
American commissioners at Paris fouad it their best 
policy to assign this vessel over to the King of France, 
and Captain Paul Jones continued with the Ranger. 
Having convoyed some merchant ships to Quiberon 
Bay, he there received from the French commander the 

first salute that was ever given to the flag of Congress. 

2 
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Eager to retaliate upon Bntain for some predatory 
exploits of her sdloxB on the American 'coast, and 
exasperated by the lesohition which the English 
government had taken, to treat all Ihe supporters of 
independence as traitors and rebels, Captain Paul 
Jones sQun after this entered the Irish Channel, and 
approaclied his native shores, not as a friend, but as 
a determined enemy. On the night of the 22d April, 
1778, be came to anchor in the Solway Firth, almost 
within sight of the trees which sheltered the house in 
which be first drew the breath of life. Early next 
morning, he rowed for the English coast, at the head 
of thirty-one volunteers, in two boats, with the inten- 
tion of destroying the shipping (about two hundred 
sail,) which lay in the harbor of Whitehaven. In 
this daring attempt he would probably have succeeded 
without difficulty, had not the strength of the op- 
posing tide retarded his progress so much, that day 
began to dawn before he coidd gain the shore. He 
despatched the smaller of the two boats to the north 
of the port to set fire to tlic vessels, whilst he led the 
remainder of the party in person to the more hazard- 
ous duty of securing the fort, which was situated on 
a hill to the sooth. It was a cold morning ; and the 
sentinels, little aware that an enemy was so near, had 
retired into the gaardoroom for warmth, affording 
Jones an opportunity to lukc them by surprise, of 
which he did not fail to avail himself Climhing over 
the shoulders of the tallest of his men, he crept silently 
through one of the embrasures, and was instantly 
followed by the rest. Their first care was to make 
fast the door of the goard-^room, and their next to 
spike the cannon, thirty*six in number. Haying 
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effected this without bloodshed, they proceeded to 
join the detachment which had been sent to the north ; ' 
and finding that a false alarm had deterred them from 
' exeenting their orders, Jones instantly proceeded to 

set lire to the vessels williiii liis rcnch. By this 
time, however, the inhabitants were roused, and the 
invaders were obliged to retreat, leaving three ships 
in flames, of which one alone was destroyed. 

On the sam^ day with this adventure, another 
memorable occurrence took place, which contributed, 
for a time, to add greatly to the odium which the first 
had brouo;ht on his name in Britain, but whidi, in the 
end, enabled him to prove that he was possessed of 
the most disinterested and heroic qualities. In 
cruising off the coast of Galloway, it occurred to 
him, that, if he could get into his power a man of 
high rank and influence in the state, he should be 
able, by retaining him as a hostage, to ensure to the 
American prisoners of war more lenient treatment 
than was threatened by the British government. 
Knowing that the Earl of Selkirk possessed a seat 
in St Mary's Isle, a beautiful peninsula at the mouth 
of the Dee, and being ill-informed with regard to the 
political coonections of that nobleman, he destined 
him for the subject of his experiment With that 
▼lew, he landed on the Isle, about noon, with two 
odicerii and a few men ; but before they had proceeded 
far, he learnt that his hardship was from home, and 
that there were none but ladies at the house. Find- 
ing his object frustrated, he now wished to irfurn ; 
but his crew were not so easily satisfied* Their 
object was plunder; and as they consisted of men 
in a very imperfect state of discipline, and with 
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16 RESTORES LORD SELKIRK'S PLATE. 

whom it would have been dangerous to contend, he 
tdlowed them tu proceed. He exacted from them, 
however, a promise that they should be guilty of no 
violence ; that the men should not enter the house, 
and that the officers, after having mode their demands, 
should accept of what might be put into their hands 
without scrutiny. These conditions were punctually 
obeyed. The greater part of the Selkirk plate was 
carried off in triumph by the crew, and Paul Jones 
was, for a time, stigmatized as a fireebooter : but he 
nobly vindicated his character, by taking the earliest 
opportunity of purchasing the whole of it, out of his 
own private funds, and remitting it safe to its original 
owner, without accepting the smallest remuneration. 
National prejudice has misrepresented this transac- 
tion ; and in order to heighten the popular indignation 
against our hero, it has been common to state, that 
this altempl on the person, and as it was supposed 
the property, of Lord Selkirk, was aggravated by in- 
gratitude, his father having eaten of that nobleman's 
bread. Nothing can be more false. Neither Mr. 
Paul, nor any of his kindred, ever was in the Earl's 
employ, or had ever the most distant connection with 
his lordship or his family ; and in a correspondence 
, which took place between our hero and Lady Sel- 
kirk, relative to ti c restitution of the plate, a most 
honourable testiniiiny was gratefully paid by the latter 
to the Captain's character.. 

Tlie day succeeding the two events just mentioned, 
Paul Jones encountered the Drake, a King's ship of 
twenty guns, in Carrick Fergus Imy, and took her 
after a very brave resistance, in the course of which 
the English captain and his first lieutenant were 
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mortany wounded. With this and another large 
I«ize, Captain Jones returned to Brest, after an ab- 
sence of twenty-ei^t days of very active servicei in 
which, besides taking and destroying many valaable 
vessels, he had thrown the coasts of Scotland and 
Ireland into eonsteniation, occasioned the Irish Vo- 
lunteers to be embodied, and obliged the English 
government to expend considerable sums in fortifying 
the harbours. 

A teazing period of hopes and disappointments fol- 
lowed. The French ministry, to testify their good 
will to the United Stales, had promised to furnish 
Paul Jones with a ship, in which, however, he was to 
display the American flag ; but, after various written 
memorials, no progress seemed to have heen made 
towards the fulfilment of this engagement. At length 
he determined to apply in person, and having gone to 
Paris, he soon obtained the command of the Due de 
Duras of forty guns. The name, however, he changed 
to Le Bon-Homme Richard^ in compUment to the wise 
saying of Poor Richard, " If you would have your 
business done, come yourself; if not, send.*' In this 
vessel, badly manned, and not mnch better fiimished, 
Paul Jones sailed as Commodore of a little squadron, 
consisting, besides his own ship, of the Alliance of 
thirty-six guns, the Pallas of thirty-two, the Serf of 
eighteen, the Vengeance of twelve, and two privateers, 
which requested leave to share the Commodore's for- 
tunes. After taking several prizes, the Serf, the pri- 
vateers, and at length the Alliance, deserted the 
squadron. The Commodore's good fortune, however, 
did not desert him. On the 15th September, he 
was, with his own ship, the Pallas, the Vengeance, 
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aad fleferal prizes, at the entmiee into the Firth of 
Forth, where thej mede every necessary disposition 
to seize the guard-^hip, and ti^o catters, that rode at 

anchor in tbye roads, and to lay Lcith, and perhaps 
Edinburgh, under contribution. The wIihI, which 
was ikir, in the night, opposed them in the morning. 
However, on i6th, the little squadron continued 
ail day to work up tiie Firth. At this time n mem- 
her of the British Parliament observing them from 
the coast of Fife, and mistaking them for the King's 
ships, sent off a boat to inform the Commot] ii c tliat 
he was greatly afraid of Paul Jones, and to beg some 
powder and shot. Our hero, much amused with the 
message, sent him a barrel of gunpowder, with a civil 
snswer to quiet his fears, and an apology fi>r not ii^- 
dading shot in the present. 

Next morning at day-break, every thing was in 
perfect readiness to coinniencc the engagement, and 
two tacks mrirc \vuiild have brou|i^ht the strangers 
alongside their enemies, when, at that critical moment, 
a sudden gale of wind swept down the Firlh, raging 
wi^ such violence, as completely to overpower them, 
to sink one of the prizes, and drive all the rest of the 
squadron fairly out to sea. By tins ihilure, the 
captains of the Pallas and Vengeance were s o much 
disheartened, that they could not be prevailed on to 
renew the attempt 

Continuing their cruise, after various adventures, 
the squadron suddenly discovered the homeward* 
bound British Baltic fleet, off Scarborou^ castle, 
eseorted by the frigate Serapis, and the Countess of 
Scarborough. After a long engagement, in which 
Paul Jones displayed the most astonishing skill, intre- 
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pidity, and presence of mind, the Countess of Scar- 
borough struck to the Pallas, and the Serapis to the 
Bon-Homme Richard, which kittcr ship was reduced • 
to 80 shattered a state, that next morning, after all 
hands had left her, die went to the bottom. The 
Serais was not in much better condition, the CkmH 
modore having, with his own hands, lashed the two- 
ships together, to prevent the enemy from availing 
himself of his superiority in weight of metal. The 
following is Paul Jones own account of this famous 
battle 

''Soon after this a fleet of forty-one sail appeared 
off Flamboroug^ Head, bearing N. N. £. This in-, 
daced me to abandon the single ship which had then 

anchored in Burlington Bay ; I also called back the 

pilot-boat, find hoisted a signal for a general chase. 
When the fleet discovered us bearino^ down, all the 
merchant ships crowded sail towards the shore. The 
two ships of war that protected the fleet at the same 
time steered from the land, and made the disposition 
for battle. In approadiing the enemy, I crowded 
every possible sail, and made the signal ibr the Ime 
of battle, to which the Alliance showed no attention. 
Earnest as I was for the action, I could not reach 
the Commodore's ship until seven in the evening, 
being then within pistol-shot, when he hailed the 
Bon-Homme Richard. We answered him by firing 
a whole broadside. 

" The battle being thus begun, was continued wi<& 
unremitting fury. Every method was practised on 
both sides to gain an advantao^e, and rake each other; 
and I must confess that the enemy's ship, being much 
more manageable than the Bon-Homme Richard, 
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gaiaed thereby eevml tunes an advantageoas aitoa- 
tiofi, in spke of my beat endeaToura to prevent it 

As I had to deal with an enemy of greaUy superior 
force, I was under the necessity of closing with him, 
to prevent the advantage which he had over me in 
point of manceuvre. It was my intention to lay the 
Bon Homme Ricbard athwart tlie enemy's bow; but 
aa that operation required great dexterity in the 
management of both aaila and hehn, and some of our 
braces being shot away, it did not exactly succeed to 
my wish. The enemy's bowsprit, however, came over 
the Bon-Uomme Richard's poop by the mizen-mast, 
and I made both ships fast together in that aituation, 
whicii, by the action ci the wind on the enemy's sails, 
forced her atem eloae to theBon-HommeRichard'a 
bow, ao that the flhipa lay squax« alongside of each 
other, the yards being all entangled, and the cannon of 
each ship touching the opponent's. 

"When this position took place, it was eight o'clock, 
previous to which the Bon-Homme Richard had 
received sundry eighteen-pound shots below the 
water, and leaked jety mnoh. .My battery of twelve- 
ponndera, on which I had placed my chief dependencct 
bmg cmnma&ded by Lieutenant Dale and Colonel 
Weibert, and manned principally with American 
seamen and French volunteers, was entirely silenced 
and abandoned. As to the six old eighteen-pounders 
that formed the battery of the lower gun-deck, they 
did no aerviee whatever, except firing eight ahot in 
aU. Two out of tibree of them burat at the firat fiie, 
and killed almost all the men who were atationed to 
manage them. Before this time, too, Colonel de 
Chamillard, who commanded a party of twenty soldiers 
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on the poop, had abandoned iliat station after having 
lo8t some of his men. I had now only two pieces 
of cannon, (ninc-pounders,) on tlio quarter-deck, that 
w«re not silenced, and not one of the heavier cannon 
was fired during the rest of the actaon. The punier^ 
M. MeaM, who oomnMnded the gims on the quarter- 
deck, being dangeroualj woiHided in the head, I was 
obliged to fill his place, and with great d^enlty rallied 
a few men, and shifted over one of the lee quarter- 
deck p^uns, so that we afterwards played three pieces 
of nine-pounders upon the enemy. The tops alone 
seconded the fire of this little battery, and held oat 
bravely diurhig the whole of the aetioD, eepecially the 
msiihtop, whm LieuteiMait Stask commanded. I 
dhreeted the fire of one of the three cannon against 
the main-mast, with double-headed sliot, while the 
other two were exceediDp;ly well served with grape 
and canister shot, to silence the enemy's musketry and 
clear her decks, which was at last effected. The 
SBemy were, as I have since understood, on the in- 
stant of calling for quarters, when the cowardice or 
treachery of three of my under-officers induced them 
to call to the enemy. The English Commodore 
asked me if I demanded quarters, and I having answer- 
ed him in the mo^t determined negative, they renewed 
the battle with douhle fury. They were unable to 
stand the deck ; but the fire of their cannon, especially 
the lower battery, which was entirely fbrmed of ten- 
pounders, was incessant; both ships were set on fire 
in various places, and the scene was dreadful beyond 
the reach of language. To account for the timidity 
of my three under-oOlcers, I mean the gimner, the 
carpenter, and the master-atranns, I must observe, 
D 3 
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that the two first were slightly wounded and^ as the 
ship had received Tarioiis shot under water, and one 

of the pumps bein^ shot away, the carpenter expressed 
his fears that she would sink, and the other two con- 
eluded that she was sinking, which occasioned the 
gunner to run aft on the poop, without my knowledge, 
to strike the colours. Fortunately for me, a cannon- 
ball had done that before, by carrying away the en- 
sign-staff ; he was therefore reduced to the necessity 
of sinking, as he supposed, or of cailing for quarter, 
and he preferred the latter. 

" All this time the Bon-Honune Richard had sus- 
tained the action alone, and the enemy, thou^ much 
superior in force, would have been very ^ad to have 
got clear, as appears by tilieir own acknowledgments, 
and by their having let go an anchor the instant that 
I laid them on board, by which jncaus they would 
have escaped, had I not made them well fast to the 
Bon-Homme Richard. 

''At last, at hal^past nine o'clock, the Alliance 
appeared, and I now thought the battle at an end; 
but, to my utter astonishment, be discharged a broad* 
mde full into the stern of the Bon-Homme Richard. 
We called to him for God's sake to forbear firing 
into the Bon-Homiiie Richard ; yet they passed along 
the ofif-side of the ship, and continued firing. There 
was no possibility of his mistaking the enemy's ships 
for the BourHomme Richard, there being tiie most 
essential diflerence in their appearance and construc- 
tion. Besides, it was then full moonlight, and the 
sides of the Bon-Hommc Richard were all black, 
while the sides of the prize were all yellow. Yet, 
for the greater security, I showed the signal of our 
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reconnoiasance, by putting out three lanterns, one at 
head» another at the stem, and the third in the 
middle, in a horizontal line. Every tongae cried 
^at be was firing into the wrong ship, bat nothing 

availed ; he passed rouiui tiring into the Bon-Homme 
Richard s head, stern,* and broadside, and by one of 
his volleys killed several of my best men, and mor- 
tally wounded a good oilicer ovk the forecastle only. 
My situation was really deplorable; the Bon-Homme 
Richard received various shot under water from the 
Alliance ; the lealt gained on the pumps, and the fire 
increased much on board both ships. Some officers 
persuaded me to strike, of whose courage and good 
sense I entertain a high opinion. My treacherous 
master-at-arms let loose all my prisoners without my 
knowledge, and my prospects became ^oomy indeed. 
I would not, however, give up the point The 
enemy's mainmast began to shake, their firing de- 
creased fast, ours rather increased, and the British 
colours were struck at half an hour past ten o'clock. 

"This prize proved to be the British ship of war 
the Serapis, a new ship of forty-four guns, built on 
the most approved construction, with two complete 
batteries, one of them eighteen-pounders, and com- 
manded by the brave Commodore Richard Pearson. I 
had yet two enemies to encounter far more formidable 
than the Britons, — I mean fire and water. The 
Serapis was attacked oTily by tho first, but the Bon- 
Homme Richard was assailed by both ; there was 
five feet water in the hold, and though it was mo (derate 
from the explosion of so much gunpovrder, yet the three 
pumps that remained could with difficulty only keep 
the water from The fire broke out in various 
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parts of the alup in spite of all tlie water that could 
be thrown in to quench it, and at length broke out 

as low as the powder-magazine, and within a few 
inches of the powder. In that dilemma I took out 
the powder upon deck, ready to be thrown overboard 
at the last extremity, and it w^ ten o'clock the next 
day jS4th) before the fire waa entirely extinguish- 
ed. With respect togthe situation of tiie Bon-Honune 
Richard, the rudder was cut entirely o^ the stern- 
frame and ti anboms were almost entirely cut aw ay, 
and the timbers by the lower deck, especially li otn 
the mainmast towards the stem, being greatly de- 
cayed with age, were mangled beyond my power of 
descriptioni and a person must have been an eye- 
witness to foim a just Idea of the tremendous scene 
of carnage, wreck, and ruin, which every where ap- 
peared. Humanity cannot but recoil from the pros- 
pect of such iinished horror, and lament that war 
should be capable of producing such fatal conse- 
quences. 

After the carpenters, as well as Captain Cottineau 
and other men of sense, had well examined and sur- 
veyed the ship, (which was not finished before five in 

the evening,) I found every person to be convinced that 
it was impossible to keep the Bon-Humme Richard 
afloat, so as to reach a port, if the wind should in- 
crease, it being then only a very moderate breeze. I 
had but little time to remove my wounded, which 
now became unavoidable, and which was effected in 
the course of the night and next morning. I was 
determined to keep the Bon-Homme Richard afloat, 
and, if possible, to bring her into port. For that 
purpose, the first lieutenant of the F alias continued 
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m bosrd with »party of meiiy to attend the pumpSi 
with boats in wnitiiig, ready to take then on board 

in case the water should gain on them too fast. Tlio 
wind augmented in the night, and the next day, 
the £oth, so that it was impossible to prevent the 
good old ship from sinking. They did not abandon 
iier titt after nine o'clock; the water was then np to 
the lower deck^ and a little aAer ten I with in* 
expreesRyle grief, the laet glimpee of the Bm^Homme 
Richard. No hves were lost with the ship, but it 
was impossible to save the stores of any sort what- 
ever. I lost even tile best part of my clothes, books, 
and papers ; and several of my ofi&cere loe^ all their 
eletbBS and effecte. 

"Having thus endeavoared to give a clear and 
simple relation of the oircnmstanees and events that 
have attended the little armament under my com- 
mand, I shall freely submit my conduct therein to 
the censure of my superiors and the impartial public. 
I beg leave, however, to observe, that the force that 
was pot under my command was far from being well 
composed, and as the great majority of the actors in 
it have appeared bent on the pursuit oftnteresi only, 
I am exceedingly sorry that they and I have been at 
all concerned.'* 

Such is the despatch which Commodore Jones 
transmitted from the Texel to Dr. Franklin, and 
afterwards to Congress. 

The Commodore now took the command of the 
Serapis, ereeted jury-masts, and with some difficulty 
conveyed his prizes to the Texel. Paul Jones, who 
never sutlered tiie interests of his fellow-citizens to 
be lost sight of, exerted all his inHuence with the 

3* 
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Flinch eouri to hftv« it arranged that his prkonM 

should be exchanged against Aneriean prisoners in 

Kugland, and he coraplctcly isucccedcd. Dr. Frank- 
lin, the minister of tlie United States at Paris, soon 
cheered liis hearty by writing to him, that he had 
then completed the glorious work he had so noUy 
beg[un, by giving lil)erty to all the Americans who 
then langoiidied for it in England." On this occa^ 
sion, too, the King of France directed his ambassa- 
dor at the Hague to communicate to Commodore 
Paul Jones the high personal esteem he bore for his 
character, especiallj for his disinterestedness and 
humanity. 

The Captain of the Alliance bting ordered to Paris^ 
to answer for his insubordination, Jones took the 
command of that vessel ; but he now found himself 

environed with dangers. The Dutch were summoned 
to deliver him up to the vengeance of the English 
government, as a pirate and a rebel ; and they were 
most reluctantly constrained to order him out to sea, 
where an English squadron was watching to pounce 
upon him as tibeir certain prey. The acceptance of a 
commission from the Kuig of France would have 
saved him from this t the ambassador 

from his Most Christian Majesty repeatedly urged 
him to adopt that alternative, but he thought his 
honour engaged to dechne it He would not, at 
whatever risk, abandon the flag of his beloved 
America. He, however, contrived to make his 
escape, passing the Straits of Dover, and the Isle of 
Wight, before the very beards of tlic English fleets. 

Towards the close of 1780, our hero sailed for 
America, m the Ariel, with important despatches, and 
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haTing encountered in his passage the Triumph, an 
English vessel of twenty guns, he forced her to strike. 

A little before this time, the Emg of France had 
testified his approbation of Paul Jones's services, hj 

presenting him with a superb gold tiword ; and a letter 
from M. do Sartaine now reached the President of 
the United States, requesting liberty "to decorate 
that brave officer with the cross of the order of mili- 
tary merit" The demand was laid before Congress, 
and a law having been passed on the )B7th February^ 
acceding to it, he was formally invested by the 
Chevalier de la Luzerne, at a public fete given to the 
members of that legislative body. In April follow- 
ing, on the report of a conimittee, Congress passed a 
vote of thanks to the Chevahcr Paul Jones for the 
zeal, prudence, and intrepidity with which he had 
sustained the honour of tiie American flag; for his 
bold and successful enterprises to redeem from cap* 
tivity those ci^ens of America who had fallen under 
the power of the enemy; and, in general, for the 
good conduct and eminent services by which he had 
added lustre to his character, and to the arms of 
America.'' 

During the remainder of the war with England, 
he had no opportunity to ngnalize himself. After it 
was over, Congress, as an expression of gratitude, 

caused a gold medal to be struck, with appropriate 
legends and devices, to perpetuate the memor\^ of his 
valour and services. The annexed engraving, exe- 
cuted in the ruled manner from a duplicate of the 
medal, by Mr. Asa Spencer, the inventor of the 
machine for neda) ruliag, gives an accurate resent 
bUmceofit 
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*In 1787, the United States having charged the 

Chevalier with a mission to the court of Denmark, 
be set sail for that country in the month of November, 
and, passing through Paris in his way, was strongly 
sohcited to assume the command of tlie Russian fleet 
in the Black Sea. Soon after his arrival at Copen« 
hagen, a courier, sent express by the Empress 
Catharine, convoyed to him an urgent invitation to 
St. Petersbuigh. Although he saw many reasons 
for declining to engage in the service of that poten- 
tate, he was flattered by the offer, and felt himself 
boimd at least to thank her Majesty in person. Ue, 
therefore, set out instantly for her CJourt, by the way 
of Sweden ; but at Gresbelham found the passage of 
tiie Gulf of Bothnia blocked up by ice. After 
several unsuccessful attempts to proceed to Finland 
by the islands, he conceived that it might be practi- 
cable to effect his object by doubling the ice to the 
southward. The enterprise was formidable, and 
altogether new; but our hero was not easily daunted. 
Without making known his intentions to his com- 
panicms, he set sail from Greshelham one morning 
very early, in an open boat about thirty feet long, 
followed by a little one to haul over the ice. To- 
wards evening, having got nearly opposite to Stock- 
hdm, our adventurer, producing lus pistols, ordered 
the astonished boatmen to pursue ^e route which 
be had secretly devised. Resistance was vain, and 
he was obeyed. All night the wind was favourable, 
and they hoped to reach the coast of Finland in the 
morning; but tlicy found tliemsclv(^s opposed by an 
impenetrable barrier of ice. Neither was it possible, 
from the state of the weather to return The only 
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resource was to make for the Gulf of FinlaBiiL' 
When night came 00, they steered hy the aid (tf a 

pocket-compass, lighted by the lamp of the Chevalier's 
carriage ; and, at tlic end of four days, after having 
lost the smaller of their two hoats, they terminated 
a perilous and fatiguing voyage at Revel, in Livcmia. 

The Chevalier was graciously received at the Court 
of St. Petersburgh; and, no longer opposing the 
wishes of the Empress, attached himself to her ser- 
vice, under tiiis single condition, "That he siiould 
never be condemned unheard." 

He proceeded, without delay, with the rank of Rear 
Admiral, to take the command of the fleet stationed 
at the Liman, or mouth of the Dneiper, and expose 
the Turkish fleet under flie Captain Pacha. On the 
2Bih May, 1788, he hoisted his flag on board the 
Wolodimer. His s(|uadron was, supported by a 
flotilla under the Pniice of Nassaii, and land forces 
under Prince Potemkin. Our limits forbid us to 
follow Admiral Jones through this campaign. It 
aflforded him many opportunities of displaying his 
characteristic intrepidity and professional skill ; but 
mean jealousy and malignant cabals deprived him of 
much well-earned glory. He was, however, invested 
with the order of St. Anne, as an acknowledgment 
of his fidelity: and, on his arrival at St Petersburgh, 
he was told that he was destined for a more important 
service. Disgusted, however, by the intrigues of 
selfish men, he left Rusna in August, 1 789, and never 
returned. 

The remainder of his days he spent partly in Hol- 
land, and partly in France. He collected a number 

of important documents relative to the pubhc trans- 
B 
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tetioDB in ivbich he had been actbely concerned; 
end, as if he had foreseen that he was not to be long- 
lived, he devoted much of his leisure to the arrange- 
ment of his affairs, and to the preparation of papers, 
which should exhibit his character and services in 
their true light to his friends and to posterity. 

He died at. Paiis of a dropsy in the chest, in July, 
1792,havingbBrelycompletedhisforty-fiflhyear. His 
funeral was attended by a deputation of the National 
Assembly, and an oration was pronounced over his 
tomb by M. Marron. 

Among the AdmiraFs papers were found memoirs 
of his life, written with his own hand; a most inter- 
esting literary production; from these papers the 
abo?e sketch was drawn up. ^ 
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ONES' lieutenant 
in the famous ac- 
tion with the Se- 
rapis, is the subject 
of the present me- 
moir. 

Richard Dale 
was born on the 
sixth of November, 
1756, in Norfolk 
county, Virginia. He is descended from a family 
highly respectable, though not wealthy. His parents 
were both natives of Virginia. His father left five 
children of whom Richard was the eldest. Having 
manifested, from an early period of life, a strong 

predilection for the sea, his friends were induced to 

35 
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comply with his wishes. Accordingly, when only 
twelve years of age, he entered on board a vessel 
commanded by his uncle, with whom he sailed from 
Norfolk for Liverpool, in November, 1768. He re* 

turned the following summer, and remained at home 
until the spring of 1770, when he was hound appren- 
tice to colonel Thomas Newton, a respectable mer- 
chant of Norfolk. In the employ of that gentleman 
he made several voyages to the West Indies, during 
which nothing of moment occurred, except two acci- 
dents, which are worthy of notice only as being the 
commenccmcai of a series uf unisfortunes that invaitud 
him. The first was a fall which he received from the 
spars, lying across the belfry and the gallows, a dis- 
tance of eighteen or twenty .feet, without, however, 
sustaming any material injury. The other was of a 
nature no less formidable. As the vessel was going 
rapidly before the wind, he was knocked overboard by 
the jib-sheet, and was not, without much dilliculty, 
rescued from so perilous a situation, after having 
been in the water about an hour. 

In 1775, we find him the chief officer of a valuable 
brig belonging to Ck)lonel Newton, in which, to the 
entire salisfaction of hb emi^oyer, he continued to 
the spring r^f' the following year. A period had 
now arrived that opened to his adventurous dis- 
position, prospects much more congenial and tempt- 
ing than thosa which arise out of the service of 
the merchant .The war of the revolution had 
commenced; $Bd.he had too much of the feelings 
and temperament of the soldier to remain inactive. 
He is, accordingly, presented to us in the early part 
of the year 1776, engaged as lieutenant on board a 
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vessel of war, belonging to the state of Virp^inia, 
which was fitting out not far from City f oiat» near 
Norfolk. 

While in the execution d his orders to go to 
Sandy Point, in James riyer, in a smaU river craft, 

for the purpose of procuring cannon, he was captured 
by a tender belonging to the Liverpool frigate, car- 
ried to Norfolk, and put on board a prison ship, in 
which he was confined for several weeks. 

During the time he remained in this situation, he 
was visited by Bridges Outteridge, who had been 
his schoolmate, bnt who had not yet declared in 
favour of the popular cause, having then the command 
of a tender in the service of the enemy. After much 
solicitation, and many plausible and seductive argu- 
ments, our young adventurer was induced to join the 
fortunes of his former companion and ihend. In 
May (1776) they made a cruise together up the river 
RappahannodEy during which fhey had an engage^ 
ment with several pilot boats, and were happy to 
escape, with the loss of several men killed; young 
Dale himself being badly wounded, having received 
a musket ball in his head. He was carried to Nor- 
folk, where he was confined a long time by his 
wound. This period he improved to the salutary 
purposes of refiection, and of firmly resolving, to 
use his own words, ''never agun to put himself in 
the way of the balls of liis country." Soon after his 
recovery, upon his return from Bermuda — whither 
he had gone with William Gnttcridj;e — ^lie wiis cap- 
tured by Captain John Barry, commander of the 
United States brig Lexington, and on the same day 
entered as a midshipman on board said brig.- This 
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occurred in July 177(5. Not long afterwards, the 
brig, whilst cruising, was struck with lightning; 
Daky with many , others, was prostrated aenaeless, 
upon the deck. They were all, however, proyiden- 
ttaUy restored in a (Sew minutea. Soon after this the 
brig arrived at Philadelphia. Bale atiU continued in 
the siiuie vessel the command of which now devolved 
on^ Captain Hallock — Captain Barry having been ap- 
pointed to the command of a frigate. 

The Lexington sailed in the autumn of 1776 for 
Cape Franpois, and a cruise. On her return to the 
United States, in December foOowing, she was cap* 
tured by the Liverpool frigatt , off the capes of Vir- 
ginia. In consequence of a sudden and trenicndoug 
gale, the captors could only take out the captain and 
five of the crew: Dale, who was then master's mate, 
being one of the number. The officers and crew, 
who remained on board, retook the brig and carried 
her into Baltimore. Dale was landedyWith some of 
his fellow prisoners, at Cape Henlopen, in January 
1777. He immediately repaired to Philadelphia, 
which he had no sooner reached, than he was ordered 
to join the Tifxington again, now commanded by 
Captain Henry Johnson. This vessel sailed from 
Baltimore for Bordeaux, in February or March, with 
despatches. Her passage wtfa short and very sue* 
eessful, many valuable prizes being taken by her, 
without delay she proceeded to Nantz, to join the 
United States ship Reprisal, of sixteen six-pounders, 
Captain Wickp, and a cntter, commanded by Samuel 
Nicholson, carrymg ten four^ounders; the three 
vessels to cruise in company, under the conmiand of 
Captain Wicka. 
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This little squadron saUing from Naiitz on a cruise, 
in May, (1777,) took and mak many prizes, and did 
great injury to the coasting trade of the Britbh 

islands. In the English channel they fell in with an 
English seventy-lour which gave them chase. In 
consequence of this it became necessary for the ves- 
sels of the squadron to separate. They soon after- 
wards reached French porte; the Repriaal having 
had a vety namm eacape, which was not effected 
without the loia of her guns. 

After a detention of the veeaelf, hy the French 
government, for more than two months — for some 
cause which was never explained — youiij; Dale sailed 
in the Lexington from Morlaixfor the Umted States, 
on the 18th September^ 1777. On the foUowuig 
morning, diacovering a cutter ahead, lying by, they 
made aU sail and atood directly for her. Tliey soon 
discovered her to be an Engfiah cutter, mounting ten 

six-pounders. An action was commenced hy the 
cutter, between seven and eight o clock, A. M.; at 
which time, such had been the extreme negligence of 
the commandera of the Lexington, in not making the 
neceaaary preparationa for action, tiiat there waa not 
even a match ready. They were, therefore, obliged 
to fire their guns by meana of their muaketa, until 
mailers were in a state of better preparation. The ac- 
tion became very w arm. A calm succeeding, the Lex- 
ington could not get as near the enemy as was wished. 
The action was sustained for nearly two hours with 
the moat determined resolution. This, conaidering 
the manifold and heavy diaadvantagea under which 
the American vesael laboured, vraa not a fitUe aaton- 
ishiug, and must be legarded as evincive of that 
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heroic, unconquerable ganantry, which is now an 
aclmowledged characteristic of American seaman. 

Bcnig, however, mucli cut to pieces, with the loss of 
several brave officers and men, and having: expended 
almost their last shot, the American commander 
deemed it pnident to avail himself of a breeze, which 
just then sprang up^ to crowd sail and get off. In 
lUs he sacceeded for a short time; tmt, between one 
and two o'clodr, P. M./ the cutter overtook him. 
The action was renewed with increased obstinacy on 
both sides. Having maintained the unequal conflict 
for one hour— not only the shot of every description, 
bat all the iron, and other articles which could be 
used as a substituto for shot, being expended~-the 
brig rednced literally to a wmk — ^the firat lieutenant, 
sailin^master, captain of marines, and a number of 
men being killed, and many more officers and men 
severely wounded, — no aUcniative was left but to 
gtril4:e their flag to the cutter. 

Notwithstanding its unsuccessful issue, we cannot 
but consider this action as reflecting lustre upon the 
American name ; particularly when we take into view, 
the great superiority in the crew of the cutter, which 
not only exceeded that of the Lexington in numbers, 
but consisted entirely of picked men. Of the Lex- 
ington, on the other hand, both the ofriccrs and crew 
were without experience, but few of them having ever 
been in an engagement before. 

About three or four days after this action, the sur- 
viving officera and crew of the Lexington arrived in 
Plymouth. The former underwent a rigorous ex- 
amination before twelve judges, the object of which 
was to ascertain to what country they belonged. 
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Both oflii r rs and men were committed to Mill prison, 
upon a charge of high treason. In this loathsome 
abode, they were subjected to a most cruel and severe 
confinement. They were exposed, moreover, to 
every indignity which was thought due to men con- 
mdered as rebels, and soflfered every privation tiiat 
could embitter the loss of liberty, or add to the pain 
and mortification so intolerable to their high and 
patriotic spirits, of being rendered useless to their 
country, at this most interesting and momentous crisis. 
In this situation they remained four or five months, 
when, in consequence of a general complaint respect* 
ing the treatment of American prisoners, and of the 
sympathy which their sufferings had excited even in 
the hearts of their enemies, the sum of sixteen or 
seventeen thousand pounds ^terlin^, was subscribed 
for the beneiit of these unfortunate men. The sub- 
scribers appointed a committee to inquire into the 
matter, who, with the sanction of the government, 
visited the prison, supj^ed the Americans with money, 
provisions, and clothing ; in short, with every thing 
that could alleviate their sufferings, and render their 
condition supportable. It is gratifying to record 
such acts of disinterested philanthropy : they dignify 
and ennoble our nature, and are worthy of universfd 
imitation. Notwithstanding their situation was thus 
rendered as comfortable as a state of confinement 
could be, they were determined upon attempting an 
escape. Captain Johnson having communicated his 
plan to young Dale, and every arrangement having 
been made, they effected their purpose at night, in the 
month of February^. 1778. After wandering about 

for more than a week, encountering every difiSculty, 
p 4* 
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and suffering still more severe privatioiiii they deter- 

luined, as the best means of avoiding detection, to 
divide their compaiiy and pursue different courses. 
After a variety of adventures. Dale and his com- 
panions reached London, and immediately embarJced 
on board a trading vessel bound to Duiddrk. The 
tido being ahead they could not proceed far. On the 
same day, while at anchor, an officer, with a press 
gang came on board, and arrested them on suspicion of 
being prisoners from M ill prison. The following day 
they underwent an examination, after which they were 
re-committed to the same prison Irom whioh they had 
escaped. Here, for forty days, they were confined in a 
dungeon, ap^priately denominated the ** black hole." 
A iler the expiration of this term» they were restored to 
the more enlarged liberty of the prison, but not to all 
those privili^es and indulgences which had formerly 
rendered their situation comparatively comfortable. 

About three mouths afterwards, Dale was again 
committed to the black hole/' for singing what were 
termed rebeilipus songs. In February 1779, he 
again esciqped from prison, repaired without delay to 
London, where, by fortunate management and ad- 
dress, he procured a passport from the proper autho- 
rity to go to France. In a very short time he ar- 
rived at L' Orient, where iie joined, in the character 
of master's mate, the renowned Paul Jones, then 
commanding the American ship Bon-Homme Rich* 
ard." We have now reached a most interestiBg 
epoch in the life of our adventurer. He had hitherto 
acted m a very subordinate capacity, contending: with 
difficulties the most discouraging, and adversities that 
would liave subdued to despondency, a spirit less 
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resolute and inflexible than his. His bosom now 
beat high with exultation at the opening of brighter 
prospects. He beheld in the character of his com- 
mander, a pledge of happier fortunes, and enjoyed, 
in anticipation, a brilliaat career of glory. After 
tluree months of unremitting^ employment, in manning 
the Bon-Homme Ricliard, m which ^reat difficulty 
was experienced, Dale was selected by the discrimi- 
nating eye of Captain Jones, to be his first lieutenant 
This mark of approbation, from one who was so 
good a jadg^ of merit, and knew so well how to 
predate it, gratified his ambition^ and enoouragcd 
and animated his hopes of fame. 

The Boii-Hoinme Richard sailed on a cruise about 
the latter end of July 1779, in company with the 
Alliance of thirty-six guns, the Pallas of thirty-two 
gmis, the brig Revenge of sixteen guns, and a cutter 
of ten gans--all under the command of Paul Jones. 
They cruised very succesduUy for some time off the 
coast of Ireland, when, upon consultation with the 
ditferent cuniinaiulcrs, except Captain Landais, of the 
Alliance, who, on arrount of some misunderstanding, 
declined any communication with Captain Jones, it 
was determined to proceed to the North sea with the 
Bon-Homme Richurd, the Pallas, and the Revenge* 
The town of Leith being marked out as the first 
object of attack, every preparation was made to set 
fire to it, unless the extremity should be prevented by 
a compliance with their terms — to wit, a ransom of 
two hundred and fifly thousand pounds sterling. 
Fortunately for the town, when they were witiiin a 
short distance of it, a violent gale sprung up firom 
W. S. W., which obliged them to run down the 
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Firth, and go to sea. Two or three days afterwards, 
when off North Shields, every thing was prepared to 
bum the shippiBg, and the harbour, bat the captains of 
the Pallas and Revenge, thinking the adventore too 

hazardous, it was abandoned. 

Since the commencement of their cruise, they had 
taken and destroyed many valuable vessels, and 
proved »mo8t serious annoyance to the enemy's trade. 

We come now to the most prominent circumstance 
in die life of our subject— We allude to the engage* 
ment between the Bon-Homme Richard and the Se- 
rapis, an English forty-four — an engagement which 
was certainly one of the most interesting ever fought ; 
^nd for deeds of gallant intrepidity, and noble darinj^, 
is not surpassed, if equalled, by any in the annals of 
naval history. Having given Jones's own account 
of this battle in the previous article, we shall here 
notice it more briefly. 

On the nineteenth of September, 1 779, the Bon- 
Homme Richard, the Alliance, the Pallas, and the 
Revenge, beino; off Flaiiiborough head; on the north 
cast coast of England, a fleet of several hundred ves- 
sels was descried. The Alliance joined the squadron 
that aftemooni not having been seen before since she 
parted company off Ireland. Her captain refused 
obedience to the signals firom the Bon-Homme Rich- 
ard, (luring the chase, and repeatedly fired into the 
Bon-Homme Richard during the action. The Re- 
venge took no part in the action. The chase was 
discovered to be the Baltic fleet, homeward bound, 
under convoy of the Serapis, of forty-four, and the 
Countess of Scarborough of twenty guns. The 
commander of the Serapis made a signal for Uie 
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mfcrcliant ships to sUnd in for the shore. After sorae 
manoeuvring on the part of the enemy, which did not 
evince a disposition to court an engagement, the Bour 
Homme Richard brought the Serapis to close action : 
«bout the same time Captain CottineaUtOf the Pallas, 
engaged the Coontess of Scarborough. Aboot ten 
P. M., the bowsprit of the Serapis got foul of the 
mizen rig:ging o$ the Bon-Honime RicLaid. While 
in this situation, the two ships were lashed together, 
the starboard bow of the former to the starboard 
quarter of the latter. A boarding party from the 
^' Serapis attempted to board. The officer who headed 
the boarders, and many men, having been killedi the 
rest fell back. The action now braime very warm; 
The Serapis let go her anchor, expectiog that the 
two ships would clear each other. She then brought 
up with her bead to the wind — the Bon-Homme 
Richard with her stern to the wind alongside of each 
other. They remained in that situatiim till the Serar 
pis struck her colours, which was done> about twelve * 
o'dock at night. 

Properly to appreciate this splendid victory, we 
must take into view the great superiority of the enemy 
in the strength of his vessel, the number of his guns, 
the weight of his metal, and the amount of his crew; 
add to this the disadvantages under which the action 
was sustained for a very considerable time on the 
part of the Bon-Homme Richard. 

The Serapis was what is denominated a double 
decked forty-four gun ship — she showed two rows 
of ports. She was almost a new vessel, and, in 
every respect, one of the finest, or, to speak more 
technically, one of the wamest frigates of her class. 
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The Bon-HcMDiiie Ricbard was an old ship^ liaviDg 
fliade many voyages to the East Indies, for which 

trade she was originally designed. On the score of 
toiinafi;c ljulh vessels were about equal. 

The Serapis, though rated a forty-four, mounted a 
greater number of gone ; she carried twenty eighteen 
pounders on her lower deck, twenty-two nine 
pounders on her upper deck, and sixes on her quarter 
deck and forecastle— the precise number we are un- 
able to state. The Bon-Homme Richard carried forty- 
two guns — six eighteen-pounders on her lower deck, 
twenty-eight twelves on her upper deck, and eight 
nines on her quarter deck and forecastle. With re- 
'iqpect to the crews of the ships, they nominally, were 
equal; but from that of the Bon-Homme Richard 
there had been sent previously to the action, several 
detachments to man prizes. Besides tliis, just belore 
discovering the Baltic fleet, a second lieutenant, a 
midshipman, and six men, were despatched in a pilot 
boat to take some small vessels that were in 
sight; these did not return till after the action ; so 
tiiat the crew was considerably reduced; and there 
was left on board but one lieutenant, and a verv 
inadequate number of subordinate officers. The crew 
of this ship, moreover, was a heterogeneous com- 
pound of Americans, and natives, and subjects of al- 
most all the European nations — so that in convener 
tion many of them could not understand each other. 

Besidea these original disadvantages, there were 
others of a more alarming nature, which were the 
consequence of accident during the battle, or of 
damage received from the enemy, under which, how- 
4Peri the bloody conflict was maintained for one hour. 
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Two of the eighteen pounders on the lower deck 
burst the irst firOy and did considerable damage; 
they blew up part of the upper guDrdeck. The guns 
in that direction were no longer serviceable. Many 

men were killed and wounded by the accident. 
About an hour before the enemy struck their colours, 
it was reported and believed on board the Bon- 
Homme Richard, that she was sinking. So great 
was the consequent alaim that the master at arms 
let loose all the prisoners, who had been confined in 
the after hold, that they might, in the general effort 
to preserve life, take care of themselves, lliey be- 
came exceedingly terrified, and occasioned much 
confusion on board. The pumps were constantly at 
work. The carpenter was ordered into the pump- 
well to ascertain the depth of water in the ship. 
His report was» that it was up to his chin. Liente* 
nant Dale was then ordered down to the lower deck, 
to see how near the water was to the lower ports. 
To allay the excessive alarm, he reported tliat lie did 
not perceive that she had settled much in the water. 
At this critical juncture, one of the captains, who had 
been left out of confinement jumped on board the 
Serapis, and informed her captiun, that if he would 
hold out a little longer the American ship must strike 
or sink ; adding, that in order to give them a chance 
for their lives, all the prisoners had been released. 
At this dreadful and critical moment, moreover, the 
action on the part of the American ship was com* 
pletely at a stand, in consequence of the communica* 
tion with the magazine being stopped. The sentinels 
who were placed in the passage leading to tiie maga- 
zine, seeing many strange faces, deemed it prudent to 
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bar all access to it. Lieutenant Dale went below to 
ascertain the cause of withholding the powder. He 
now, for the ^st time, knew that the prisoners had 
been let out. Having explained the matter to the 
Bentinels, and taken the proper precautionB against a 
recnnrence of the difficulty he returned to the deck. 
By this time the contest was reduced to three guns on 
the enemy's lower deck, and three on the quarter 
deck of the Bon-Homme Richard. 

About this period a circumstance occurred, which, 
as it is characteristic of Captain Jones, may be worthy 
of notice. The surgeon of the ship came up from the 
cock*pit in great apprehension, and asked the Captain 
if iic would not strike, as the vessel was sinking? 
"What! doctor," said Jones, "would vou have me 
strike to a drop of water ? Here, help me get this 
gun over." The doctor, however, not caring to 
step beyond the sphere of liis immediate duty, soon 
found his way back to the cock-pit 

Our readers will, no doubt, inquire aiter the fate 
of the other vessels originally in company with the 
Bon-Homme Richard. It will be recollected that the 
Pallas engaged the Countess of Scarborough. The 
action was maintained for some time with great spirit. 
Victory, at length, declared in favour of the PaUas, 
the American ship. It is with pain that we take mj 
notice of Captain Landais, of the Alliance ; but his 
conduct is a necessary link in the chain of our narra- 
tive. Besides, a statement of it is necessary to account 
for the comparatively unfavourable result cf the 
engagement — unfavourable so far as regards the dis- 
appointment of the hopes of the American officers^ of 
taking or destroying the whole of the convoy. 
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Landais paid no regard to the sigaals from the Bon- 
Homme Richard during the chase and action; but 
at the conmiencement of the action the Alliance took^ 
her station between the Serapis and Bon-Homme! 
Richard, and the Countess of Scarborough and Pal- 
las. In this situation she remained perfectly inactive 
and aloof from danger, until the Countess of Scar- 
borough struck to the Pallas; ivhereupon, Landais 
made sail for the Pallas^ to know what ship she had 
taken, and also to ascertain what ship was engaged 
with the Bon-Homme Richard. Upon receiving the 
information sought for, he made sail towards the 

latter ship, with the intcntiun, as he afterwards said, 
of assisting her. It was not long, however, before he 
reached her; and when he did, he was hailed and 
ordered to lay the Serapis aboard on the larboard 
aad^^buty notwithstanding the night signals were 
made, and the night was. sufficiently light to discover 
the relative situation of the two ships — disregarding 
his orders, he fired a broadside into the Bon-Homrae 
Ricliard, which killed her master's mate, boatswain's 
mate, and wounded many of her men, without doing 
any injury to the enemy. After this Landais stood 
some distance on his course, and then tacking, ran 
down athwart the stem of the Serapis, and the Bon«* 
Homme Richard's bows, and fired another broadside* 
which raked both ships. 

Shortly after this, the Serapis struck her cok)urs. 
Lieutenant Pale swung, by means of a rope, from 
the deck of the Bon-Homme Richard to that of the 
Serapis. He was the first on board, and was follow- 
ed by a middiipman and several men. There was 
but one man on the deck of the Serapis at this time; 

a 5 
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the rest were below. Those on tiie upper gan-4leek» 
not knowing that their flag was atnick, made a feeble 
resistance, which was soon OTereome, and qniet pos- 
session taken of the ship. 

The condition of the ships was such as mi^ht he 
expected from the length and sanguinary obstinacy 
of the engagement They had been lying nearly two 
boors alongside of each other, at such dose quarters, 
that in loading the guns, the rammers touched Hbe 
side, or were protruded into the port-holes of the 
other ship. Tlic wadding lodged in the rigging and 
hulls ; and, at times, both vessels were literally en- 
veloped in flames. 

During the action one of the men in the main-top 
of the Bon-Homme Richard, ventured out on the 
main-jard, which passed directly over fbe main- 
hatchway of the Serapis, and diopped some hand- 
grenades into her. These coming in contact with 
some cartridges which had been left on the decks, the 
whole exploded, and the consequences were most 
destructive, very few of those who were near escaping 
unhurt. 

Lieutenant Dale, after takiDg possession of the 
ship, found himself deprived of the use of one of his 

legs, in consequence of a severe wound which he had 
received in the ancle, but which he had scarcely felt 
during the bustle of the engagement. On board t he 
Bon-Homme Richard there were forty-nine killed, and 
sixty-seven wounded ; many of the latter having lost 
.their arms and legs. According to the accounts of 
the officers of the Serapis, at tiie time, her amount 
of killed and wounded were precisely the same. 
The Bon-Homme Richard being in a very shattered 
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condition, and it being impossible to free bet of water, 
it was thougkt best to abandon her. Her eiew was 
acoordingly removed to the Serapis. She sank the 

next day. The rest of the sqaadron sailed for the 

Texel, where they arrived in eight or ten days. 
Here Captain Jones took the command of the Al- 
liance, Landais having been ordered to proceed to 
Pans, and thanee to America to stand a trud Swr his 
Qxtraordinaij eondnct during the cniise and aetion. 
The captain of the Pallas took eommand of the 
Serapis. The Alliance sailed from the Texel, in 
January 1780, on a cruise, and arrived at L' Orient 
in the followirif!^ March. Jones went to Paris; — 
Landais, who arrived at L' Orient in his absence, 
availed himsdf of this opportunity to attempt a re- 
covery of the command of the Alliance. By tamper> 
ing with many of the officers who had served with 
hun, and aided by the influence of Arthur Lee, one 
of our public functionaries at the French Court, who 
was not well disposed towards Jones, he succeeded 
in attaining iiis object. Landais endeavoured to pre- 
vail upon Lieutenant Dale to join him. But he 
remiuned faithful to his commander, refusing to ac- 
knowledge the attthoritf of Landais, and avowed him- 
self vrilling and anxious to attempt the recovery of 
the ship, even at the hazard of his life. The King 
of France authorised Jones to use the guns of the 
fort to stop the Alliance. He did npt, however, avail 
himself of this authority, as he was unwilling to 
hazard the seriowi consequences that would have • 
ensned to the ship and her crew. The Alliance 
sailed for America in July. 

The King accommodated Jones vvilh the Ariel, a 
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British twenty-gun ship that had been captured by a 
French frigate. After some time spent in maiming 
her, and preparing her for sea, they sailed for America 
in October. They had not proc^ded far^ when thej 
were reduced to fhe greatest extremity of distrese, in 
consequence of a tremendous gale. They were 
obUged to return to port, where they refitted, and 
sailing again for America about the 1st of January, 
1781, arrived at Pluladeipiiia on the eighteenth of 
February following. In May 1781 , the bay of Dela- 
ware was much infested by the refugees, who inter- 
cepted supplies going to Philadelphia. The schooners 
belonging to the state were armed and manned from 
the Ariel, Lieutenant Dale was ordered by Jones to 
proceed with them down tlie liay, to disperse these 
marauders, and convoy the public stores to the city. 
This service was successfully executed. 

About this time Jones was appointed to the com- 
mand of a seventy-four, then building to the north- 
ward. He solicited Lieutenant Dale to go with him ; 
a proposal which he dcclinod, thinking it would be a 
long time before she would be ready for sea. 

Tn June, Lieutenant Dnlo was appointed to the 
Trumbull frigate, of thirty-two guns, commanded by 
captain James Nicholson. That vessel sailed from 
the C^ies of Delaware, some time in July 1781. 
She had been out but a few hours, when she fell in 
with a British frigate and sloop of war. They gave 
chase to the Trumbull. The latter had her fore-top- 
, mast and ibre-topgallant-mast carried away in the 
chase, and was otherwise much crippled in her sails 
and rigging. The night being exceedingly dark and 
stormy, Captain Nicholson supposed he might elude 
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the enemy by putting his ship about before the wind ; 
this was done — but he had not proceed* d far before 
he found his ship immediately aioagsidL* ot the enemy, 
who seemed to have anticipated this manoeuvre, bo 
great was the surprise, that the Trumbull was en- 
tifelj unprepared — the men not at their quarters, and 
it was with great difficulty that they could man even a 
few of their guns. Under these circumstances, having 
been so much crippled by the gale, and the enemy's 
force being so vastly superior, the Trumbull struck 
her colours, after a spirited but short resistance. 
Lieutenant Dale was wounded in this rencontre. 

The second day after this he arrived at New York, 
a prisoner, and was put on parole at LoI^^ Island ; he 
was soon afterwards exchanged, and returned to Phi- 
ladelphia, in November 1781. 

The government having no immediate occasion for 
his services, he engaged in the merchant service; 
having no relish for an inactive life. He entered on 
board the Queen of France, a large ship mounting 
twelve siKes— first, as chief officer, afterwards as 
captain. In tiie latter capacity he sailed in the spring 
of 1782, for L'Orient, in company with a formidable 
squadron of letters of iiKirque. During the voyage 
they made many valuable prizes. The Queen of 
France having separated from the rest of the squad* 
ronfell in with a British privateer brig, mounting four- 
teen sixes. A severe conflict ensued in which both 
vessels sustained very serious damage. They parted 
by mutual consent Captain Dale returned to Phi]a> 
delphia, in February \1S3. 

Upon the ronclusion of peace, there was no provi- 
sion made for the navy nor its officers. Captain Dale 

6« 
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became interested in a large «hip in the London tradie 
in the command of which he sailed (or Lundoii, in 
December 1783. From thie period to May, 1790, 
we find him, unremittingly and lucratively employed 
in the £a8t India trade in which he commanded se- 
Teral of the finest ships engaged in Huit employ. In 
September 1791, he mamed, and until June 1794| 
continued engaged in the merchaiit sernee. 

About the latter period, the government appointed 
six captains for the naval establishment, for which 
provision had just been made. Captain Dale was 
one of them, and the fourth in ranlc He was ajh 
pointed to superintend tiie bnildingof a frigate of the 
first class, at Norfolk. The government, however, 
afterwards deferred building her. He immediately 
obtained a furlcju^rh, and sailed in the conmiand of a 
valuable ship foi- CLuiton. He continued industriously 
engaged in this trade till May 1 798, when he com- 
manded the ship Granges. About this period our , 
disputes with France seemed to be approaching to a 
crisis. War was generally expected. Under this 
apprehension the government purchased several large 
ships, for the purpose of converting them into men of 
war. Captain Dale was appointed to the command 
of the Ganges, one of the purchased ships. She was 
equipped for service ; mounted twenty-nine pounders, 
and had a crew of one hundred and fifty men. Soon 
alter this, some misunderstanding arose witii respect 
to rank : Captain Dale obtained a furlough until the 
matter could be adjusted. In Mav 1799, he sailed for 
Canton, in the command of the ship Canton, mounting 
twenty guns, with a crew of seventy men. He returned 

Philadelphia, in April 1800, and v?as happy to find 
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that the point of raak had been settled to his entire 
satiiiaction. He received orders from tlie navy 
dq»artmeiit to bold himself im readine88» as employ- 
ment would soon offer. Accordingly in May 1801, 
he was appointed to the command of the squadron of 
observation, abuut to sail from llamptou lluads to the 
Mediterranean. On the twenty-first of May he 
hoisted his broad pendant on board the frigate Pre- 
sident On the first of June he sailed with the 
squadron, consisting of the following vessels: The 
President, Captain James Barron; the Philadelphia, 
Captadn Samuel Barron; the Essex, Captain William 
Bainbridge; and the schooner Eiiterpnze, Lieutenant 
Andrew Stewart The squadron arrived at Gibral- 
tar on the first of July. They found lying there, the 
higii-admiral of Tripoli, in a ship mounting twenty- 
six nines and sixes, and two hundred and sixty men; 
and a brig of sixteen guns, and one hundred and sixty 
men. He had arrived only the day before the squad- 
ron. It was very evident that the Bey of Tripoli bad 
declared, or was about to declare war ajrainst the 
United States; and that it was the intention of the 
Admiral to cruise against the American vessels in the 
Western ocean slthough he disavowed any know- 
ledge of hostile intentions on the part of the Bey his 
master. Had the Admiral got out, he would have 
swept the ocean of the American trade, which at that 
time was very active in those seas. It became an 
object of primary importance to prevent his escape* 
and for this purpose Captain Samuel Barron, of the 
Philadelphia frigate, was ordered by the Commodore 
to lie off Gibraltar, in order to watch the movements 
of the Admiral, and if he ventured out, to capture htm 
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Despairing of eluding the vigilance of the blockading 
squadron, the Admirai very soon dismantled his ves- 
sels and discharged his crews; and thus one consider- 
able means of annoyance was, to all useful purposes, 

destroyed. 

The hostile intentions of the Bey were placed be- 
yond a doubt, by authentic information obtained in 
the Mediterranean. 

Alter distributing the other vessels of the squadron, 
in different directions, wherever their protection was 
most needed by the American trade, the Commodore 
repaired to Tripoli — arriving; off that place in July. 
He opened a correspondence with the Bey, without 
producing any satisfactory results. A strict blockade 
of the port was kept up for ^ome time. 

Nothing could have been more opportune than the 
amval of the squadron in the Meditemmean at that 
time, as the Tripolitan corsairs had been ordered to 
capture all American vessels they should fall in with. 
So efficient was the protection given to the American 
trade, by the vigilance and exertions of every officer 
of the squadron, that not a single capture was made. 

In March 1808, the Commodore sailed for the 
United States, and arrived iu Hampton Roads in 
April following. In the fall of 1802, he received an 
order from the Navy Department to hold himself in 
readiness to take command of the squadron which 
was to sail in the iuliowing spring for the MeditcT- 
ranean. In the order, he was informed that he could 
T^ot have a captain under him, as he had before. 
However sensible of the honor conferred upon him, 
in thus selecting him the second time for so important 
a command, he did not hesitate to decline the appoint- 
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ment A proper regard for the honour of his countr 
and for his own character, would not permit liim to 
return to the command in a less dignified station than 

he had enjoyed before. The alterniitive was pre- 
sented, of accepting, under such humiliating terms, or 
resignation. The Commodore did not hesitate to 
choose the latter, particularly as there were captains 
out of employ who were anxious for the appointment 

Commodore Dale now relinquished his profession: 
but at a proper period he devoted his two sons to tiie 
naval service of his country, for ■which he still retained \' 
the liveliest interest. He entered into full commu- 
nion with the Protestant Episcopal Church many 
years previous to his death, and in this relation sus- 
tained the character of a consistent Christian. He 
originated a Mariners* Church in Philadelphia, and 
for a number of years attended it in person every 
Sunday afternoon. His purse was ever open to aid 
the needy ; and much of his time was devoted to the 
hestowment of charity; and he extended, particularly, 
a generous care over mariners, which was not confined 
to the interests of this life. 

The close of Dale's life was cahn and happy ; and 
al&ough he was called to weep the loss of his eldest 
son, who received his death wounds on the President, 
in an action with a British squadron, — yet with the 
fortitude of a Christian and a patriot he could bear 
the aiHictions, for he had devoted the youth to his 
country's service. Dale expired at Philadelphia, on 
the 26th of February, 1826, in peace with God and 
man. 

Commodore Dale had several children, of whom 

three sons lived to the age of manhood. The eldest 
H 
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fell a midshipman, on board the Preaident; the second 
is now a c<munander in the navy ; the youngest is a 
merchant of Philadelphia. Of his two daughtets, the 
elder was married to Judge Pettit and is smce deceas- 
ed ; and the younger is the wife of Commodore Read. 

The character of Commodore Dale is thus de- 
scribed by Mr. Cooper : — 

"In considering the character of Dale, we are 
struck with its simple modesty and frank siBcerity, 
quite as much as with its more brilliant qualities. 
His courage and constancy were of the highest order, 
rendering him always equal to the most critical duties, 
and never wearying in their performance. Such a 
man is perfectly free from all exaggeration. As he 
was not afraid to act when his cooler judgment ap- 
proved, he had no distrusts to overcome ere he could 
forbear, as prudence dictated. Jones found him a 
man rc«dy and willing to second all his boldest and 
most hazardous attempts, so long as reason showed 
the probabilities of success ; but the deed done, none 
more thoroughly stripped it of all false culuurin^, or 
viewed it in a truer light than he who had risked his 
life in aiding to achieve it 

"The person of Dale was in harmony with his 
moral qualities. It was manly, seaman-like, and of 
singularly respectable bearing. Simplicity, good faith, 
truth and courage were imprinted on his countenance, 
which all who were thrown into his company soon 
discovered was no more than the mirror of his mind. 
The navy has had more brilliant intellects, officers 
of profounder mental attainments, and of higher 
natural gifts, but it has had few leaders of cooler 
judgment, sounder discretion, more iniiexible justice, 
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or indomitable resolution. He was of a nature, an 

experience, and a professional skill to command re- 
spect and to inspire confidence, — tributes that were 
cheerfully paid by all who served under his orders. 
The writer of this article has had extensive opportu- 
nities of hearing character discussed among the sea*> 
officers of his country; few escape criticism^ of some 
sort or other, for their professional acts, and fewer 
still as men ; yet he cannot recall a single instance in 
which he has ever heard a whisper of complaint 
against the public or private career of Richard Dale. 
This total exemption from the usual fortunes of the 
race, may, in part, be owing to the shortness of the 
latter's sendee in the present marine, and to the limited 
acquaintance of his c(mtemparies ; but it is difficult to 
believe that it is not chiefly to be ascribed to the 
thoroughly seaman-like character of the officer, and 
to the perfect truth and sterling probity of the man.'' 
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ALEXANDER MURRAY. 

OMMODORE Alex 
ANDER Murray, was 
born in Chestertown, 
Maryland, on the 12th 
day of July, 1755, of • 
honest and respectable 
parents. From early 
life he was devoted to 
the watery element ; 
and, at the age of eigh- 
teen, commanded a vessel in the European trade. 
The revolution shortly after breaking out, zealously 

60 
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attached to the cause of his country, he forsook the 
merchant service, and was appointed a lieutenant in 
the First Maryland regiment, commanded by Colonel 
Smallwood. He had previously received an appoint- 

inent to the same station m tlie navy, but as we had 
no frigate then in service, he entered the-^my. He 
took an early and conspicuous part in the hard- 
fought battles that ensued at Whiteplains, Flatbush, 
York, &c. 

His sense of hearing was much impaired by the 

explosion of sundry pieces of cannon, on the New 

York battery, while firing at the ciieiii\ s fleet, on 
their passage up the North river. At the close of 
this campaign he was severely afflicted by chronic 
complaints, and was compelled to retire, soon after 
having been Appomted to the rank of captain in the 
second regiment At this time two hundred effective 
men only returned, out of nine hundred that marched 
from Annapolis; the rest having been cither killed, or 
taken, or having fallen victims to the muhiiiies of the 
camp. On the re-establishment of his health. Captain 
Murray resumed his rank in the navy. As there 
were no public ships ready for service, he was ap- 
pointed, at various times, to command sundry letters 
of marque, repeatedly passing and repassing the 
enemy's fleet, and seldom escaping^ without a battle. 
One of these engagements is wortiiy of record : — 
Having been appointed to the command of the Re^ 
venge, a letter of marque, carrying eighteen six^ 
pounders, with a complement of fifty men only, he 
sailed from Baltimore for Holland. He had the chief 
command of all the vessels then lying at that port, 
bound on foreign voyages, some of which were well 
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armed. Meeting with the enemy's force mnch supe- 
rior, he was compelled to return with his fleet, con- 
sisting of forty vessels, and to seek refuge in the river 
Patuxent. The number afterwards increased to 
about fifty sail; the commanders of which all agreed 
to light tl^ir way through the opposing squadron. 
With this determination they put to sea» when a fleet 
of privateers hove iii sight. A signal was made for 
all the unarmed vessels to return, and for the remain- 
der to rally round their commander. The enemy "s 
fleet, consisting of one ship of eighteen guns, one brig 
of sixteen, and three privateer schooners, stood for 
the hody of the fleet One brig and one schooner 
only obeyed Captain Murray's signal to rslly. He 
soon cUscovered himself lying between the ship and 
the brig, when a seTet*e engagement ensued ; Captain 
Muriay kept up an incessant lire from both broad- 
sides, and in an hour's time had the satisfaction to 
see his enemies haul off, after having sustained much 
damage. The brig and the schooner likewise behaved 
eztranely weU, and repelled the assaults of their 
adversaries. Captain Murray, after this action, re- 
turned to Hampton Roads to refit; his sails and rig- 
ging were much injured, but fortunately no lives were 
lost ; few only were wounded, himself amongst the 
number. 

After Captain Murray had repaired his vessel, he 
sailed for the banks of Newfoundland, and was unfor- 
tunately overtaken and surrounded by an English 
fleet, of one hundred and fifty men of war and trans- 
ports, bound to New York. He was pursued and 
captured by a frigate. The captain and lieutenant 

were his intimate friends, Irom whom he received 
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erary kindiiess md attention. He at laat atrived m 
PhUadelplua, wheire he was regularly exehanged. 
The United States' frigate Trumbull, of thirty-two 

guns, commanded by his gallant friend and relation, 
the lute Captain Nicholson, tn.is then ready for ser- 
vice. This officer had before distinguished himself^ 
in a very severe engagement off New York, witb a 
Britiah ship of war called the Wyatt She was 
manned with a picked crew, and sent expressly to ^ 
take the Trumbull. The action continued for two 
hours ; both ships received much ii'i iry, and a dread- 
ful carnage ensued. The British sliip hauled off, and 
was towed into New York. The captain being asked 
the name of the Trumbull^s commander, rephed, that 
he must be either Paul Jones or the Devil — ^for never 
was a ship fought before with such frantic despera^ 
tipn. Captain Nicholson likewise put into port to 
repair; and when he sailed on his second cruise, 
Captain Murray volunteered Ijis services as a lioiite* 
nant ; and he had the pleasure of finding iiis gallant 
friend, the late Commodcn^e Dale, one of the liei»- 
tenants on board likewise. In Ihe midst of a violent 
gale, accompanied by thunder and lightning, die 
Trumbull lost her fore-topmast. When the storm 
abated, the crew discovered themselves to be close 
on board an English frig;ate. All hands, were, never- 
theless, called to tlicir quarters, and a dreadful action 
ensued. At the time when the enemy's fire began to 
' slacken, it was discovered that most of the batUe** 
lanterns were extinguished, and that the crew had 
fled from their stalsons. A second English ship was 
laid along the stern of the Trumbull, which poured 
in her raking broadsides, and put an end to the action. 
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Two of the lieutenants, with Lieutenant Murray^ 
were severely woonded ; and one-third of the crew 
were either killed or disabled. The TrumhuU was 
the next day towed into New York, without a mast 

standing, and several of her gun-ports beat into one. 

After Captain Murray had recovered from his 
wounds, he repaired to Baltimore, where he was fur- 
nished with another fine brig, a letter of marque. 
As he was unable to procure a complement of men 
and guns, he took a cargo of tobacco, and went on an 
intended voyage to St. Groix. When he sailed from 
Hampton liuadii he had only five six-pounders on 
board, and the crew amounted to no more than twenty- 
five men. A privateer of fourteen guns, and one 
hundred men, came alongside, by superior sailing, 
and lay fast on his quarter. The five guns were 
brought to bear, and the privateer was repelled. 
Perceiving Captain Murray's weakness, the attack 
was renewed with redoubled fury, while his own guns 
were perpetually shifted from side to side, as occasion 
demanded. In attempting to board, the privateer 
was again driven back, but succeeded in carrying 
away the masts, leaving not a stick of timber stand* 
io^ but the mainmast and the stump of the bowsprit 
A final and desperate attempt was at length made to 
board, but the crew of the privateer, with the loss of 
half their number, were again repulsed. This action 
continued for two hours. Captain Murray, after 
much hazard, arrived in safety at St Thomas, where 
be made sale of his cargo. 

Having refitted at this place, he captured a British 
packet by stratagem, in the Gulf of Florida, without 
firing a gun, and brought his prize into the Havanna. 
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All embargo was laid at this port in consequence of 
an expedition then fitting out against the Bahama 
islands, in which he obtained a command. Se?eral 
other American veaflelsi lying in port, were armed 
and attached to this expedition, which aet aail 
with a large fleet of Spanish tianaporta, carrying fiire 
thousand men, under the American flag. Captain 
Murray arrived off new Providence, and the wind 
blowing hard, no alternative was left but eitlier to 
attack a fort well mounted with heavy ordnance, or to 
be driven on shore by the violence of the gale» The 
former of these alternatives he adopted, and entering 
the port, summoned the fort to surrender. This was 
immediately done, and the Spanish flag waved triumph- 
antly on the ramparts. 

The Governor and his aid, (since the noted Genera] 
Miranda,) who both sailed on board Captain Mur- 
ray's ship, were engaged in forming the terms of 
capitulation. It was in vain suggested to Miranda, 
by the subject of the present memoir, that an uncon- 
' dilaonal smraider mi^t be obtained, as the principal 
forts were then in their possession. Miranda, then 
a ca})tain of the Spanish ^Mcnadiers, mortified at the 
thought that the Americans should have so large a 
share m the glory of the enterprise, made shameful 
and disgraceful terms of c^itulatton. 

A controversy with Hirauda ensued, which ended 
in a formal challenge on the part of Captain Murray. 
That officer, belie\ing, with Falstaff, that " the better 
part of valour was discretion," refused to answer the 
call. 

Captain Murray, after a successful voyage, arrived 
at Baltimore, and was ordered on board the ^liance 
I ©• 



Digitized by Google 



M FR£NCU WAfi. 

frigate, as flrat lieutenant, under the command of bis 

old friend, tlic -gallant Commodore iiinry. Peace, 
in a short time, ensued between the United States 
and England ; and after the ratification was signed, 
Captain Murray was the last officer who held a cona- 
Biisaion in the Naval service. He bad been in thirteen 
battles in the army and navy, was frequently wounded, 
and often taken prisoner; ?ducb was the only thing 
that ever withdrew him, for a moment, from active 
and honourable engagement in the service. During 
the administration of President Adams, at the com- 
mencement of our hostilities with Fraace, the name 
of Captain Murray was found amongst the first offi* 
oers q>pomted m the navy. He repaired to Balti* 
more, and took the command of the United Stales' 
ship Montezuma, of twenty- four guns; cruised for 
eight months along the whole ranp:e of the West 
India islands, and convoyed nearly one hundred sail 
to the different ports of the United States, without 
the loss of a single vessel. Returning, be arrived at 
the Dekware, received the puUie thimks of the Pre- 
sident, and was ordered to tiie command of the In 
surgent. With a crew of three Imndred and twenty 
men he repaired on board of this ship, and sailed 
under a roving commission. Understanding that the 
French frigate Ambuscade was in the neighbourhood 
of the West India islands, he cruised there for several 
vrseks, and put into the port of Lisbon to recruit bit 
provisions. 

He next proceeded, in company with the British 

frigate Phaeton, on board of which were Lord Elgin 
and suite, in quest of two French frip^ates. reported 
to be cruisug off Cape St. Vincent, with whom he 
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sailed until her ariival at the Straits uf Gibraltar. 
He then biociiaded two large French corvettes m the 
bay of Cadiz ; but hearing that a nuuiber of Amcricau 
vessels were watched by French priTateero at Alge- 
xiraSy he repaired to Gibraltar for inibrmatioiL Here 
Admiral Duckworth was anchored with a fleet of 
•everal ships of the line, from whom he received 
every testimoiiiai uf civility and kmdness. He next 
cruised off Madeira and the Canary isles; but never 
obtained a 8i|^t of the enemy, the two corvettes ex- 
cepted. 

Reoeivuig information that the French frigate 
Volnnteer, of forty4bur guns, was cruiaing off 
Cayenne, he arrived at that port, where he under- 
stood she had sailed for Guadaloupe. At length he 
discovered this frigate, of which he had been so long 
in chase, at Point f etre, wiiere he blockaded her 
until all his provisions were consumed^ and repaired 
to St Christophers to recruit On returning to re- 
new the bloclmde» he fiell in company with the Coo- 
stellation, and learnt firom the gallant Tnixton that 
the frigate was the Vengeance. The particulars of 
that memorable battle are too well known to require a 
specific detail. The Constellation, then in a crippled 
state, and the Insurgent, sailed in company to Jamaica^ 
for the purpose of refitting ; where the two American 
officers experienced every kindness and courtesy from 
Sir Hyde Parker, who commanded on that station. 

Captain Murray received orders from Havanna to 
return to America. Meeting with strong and heavy 
gales, and a lee current, the ship sustained much in- 
jury, and it was with the greatest difficulty that she 
was brought into Baltimore ; thus terminating a cruise 
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of nine months, never longer than a week in one port, 
and his ship almost reduced to a wreck — the bolts and 
nails starting from her decks and sides in every gale. 

Scarcely had he time to visit his family at Norfolk 
before he received orders to take the command of 
the Constellation, Commodore Tnixton having been 
transferred to the President His first cruise was 
for the Leeward islands, where he relieved Captain 
Talbot, of the Constitution, otf Cape Fran<;;ais. He 
had several siuops of war, brigs, &c., under bis com* 
mand; and such were his arrangements*, that our 
trade in that quarter was effectually protected — ^not a 
single capture having been made by the French 
cruisers. 

While sailing in quest of the French frigate Yen- 
geance, after the action with Commodore Truxton, 
he received information of her capture by the English. 
He was afterwards rebeved by Captain Sevier, in the 
frigate Congress, and set out on his return to the Dela- 
ware. Passing througji tiie Bahama Straits, he 
stopped at the Havanna, to convoy some American 
vessels, and was introduced to the Viceroy of Mexico 
and his lady, on their route to Spain, by whom he 
was noticed with every murk of cordial respect, par- 
.ticipating m all the splendid entertainments given by 
them to the principal inhabitants of that place. His 
stores being replenished, he sailed for the Windward 
isles, and on his passage encountered a dreadful gale, 
where he had nearly foundered, and was on the eve 
of cutting away his masts, when the storm abated. 
He proceeded onward towards Guadaloupe, and fell 
in with the British frigate Magnanimie, of forty-four 
guns, in a dark night, irom which a gun was fired 
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without the preliminary ceremony of showing a signal. 
At this moment, Captain Murray's wardroom-officers 
crowded around hiio, indignant at the insult oifered 
to the American fla^^ and anxiously inquired if he 
did not intend to return the fire. He sternly ordered 
them instantly to their quarters, without deigning to 
give any other reply to their urgent interrogations. 
Disgusted, they obeyed the comniaud, suspecting no 
very honourable motives for such haughtiness, cold- 
ness, and reserve. It requires but very little aid 
from ftncy to observe by the light of the battle- 
lantemB, this little group of officers at their guns, 
bending their full, expressive, and indignant looks on 
their commander; their eyes gleaming with reproaches 
wliich their tongues dare not utter. From him they 
cast their eyes upon each other, and their sileat 
glances, accompanied by shrugs and indignant smiles, 
emphatically expressed what opinion was prevalent 
The captain, mbanwhile maintaining a cold tranquillity 
of deportment, saw and enjoyed the scene, appearing 
perfectly unconscious of the impression which his 
ordei b had made. The silent interchange of thoughts 
and sensations — more eloquent, however, than all the 
powers of language — lasted for some time. Not a 
word was spoken-^all was attention and dumb re- 
sentment These officers, at length, to their astonish- 
ment and delight, received orders from their com- 
mander to return the salute with a full broadside. 
Another train of sensations occurred, and the frowns 
of anger were exchanged for gleams of the fondest 
admiration. The orders were promptly executed, 
when an explanation ensued, and precluded further 
hostility. 
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The next day he captured a French lugger, of 
eighteen guns, from which he received the first intel- 
ligence that preliminaries of peace had been signed 
between the two belligerents; and iklling in with 

Admiral Duckworth, these tidings were confirmed. 
Arriving off Point Petre, he sent a flag of truce to 
the French commissioner, by whom he was invited 
on shore, an4 was received with every testimonial of 
respect. Feux de joie were fired firom the forts as 
he passed, and during the two days of his residence 
at that that place, cdl was hilarity and mirlii. He 
commuiiicatcd the pacific intelliu^oncc to the other 
American commanders with ^\]iom he fell in, and 
sailed with a convoy for Philadelphia. 

The act of Congress reducing the navy was now 
passed, and the Commodore was one of the thirteen 
still retained in the service. He recdved orders to 
repair to the Mediterranean, to protect the American 
commerce in that quarter from the ravages of tlic 
Tripolitan cruisers. Commodore Truxton was ori- 
ginally destined to take the command in the Mediter- 
ranean ; his controversy with government and his re- 
signation are weU known. Captain Murray, in the 
Constellation, sailed in pursuance of his orders, and 
when he arrived in the Struts, was informed by the 
British Admiral, Sir James Saumarez, that the Phila- 
delpl^ci and Essex frigates lay at Malaga, where the 
two commanders, Balnbridge and Barron, were 
anxiously waiting to be relieved. As senior officer, 
he permitted their return to the United States. 
WhUe lying in tiiat port, awaiting instructions from 
his government, he was informed by Lord Keith, the 
British admiral on that station, of the daily expecta- 
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. tion of the arrival of his Royal Highness, the Duke 
of Kent Denring to pay the Royal Duka every 
mark of respect, the Admiral invited Commodore 
Murray to join, if it was not inconsistent with his 

airangements. The Commodore, with his usual 
courtesy agreed, and the first rank was assigned to 
him after the Admiral's own flag. As soon as the 
royal standard was discovered in the bay, the British 
fleet, consisting of twelve sail, fired a salute, followed 
by the American frigates, and then the Portoguese 
and Danish men of war. The yards were all manned, 
and m this manner tliey escorted Ins liuyai Highness 
on shore, — Lord Keith leadiiig tlie van in company 
with the Royal Duke. They then repaired to the 
parade ground, where they were all presented to his 
Royal Highness in form, in the centre of a hollow 
square formed by a garrison of five thousand men. 
When this ceremony was ended, they marched round, 
and at Llie head of each regiment were received with 
nnlitary music, aT^d a feu de joie was .fired in rotation 
from all the cannon in the batteries. 

Commodore Murray had a long and familiar con- 
versation with his Royal Highness, which was several 
times repeated, and always with the warmest declara- 
tions of his respect and regard for the Americans. 
The next day he received a pohte note from Lord 
Keith, in which the Admiral says, "I am commanded 
by his Royal Highness, the Duke of Kent, to make 
his public thanks to you, and to the officers com* 
manding the American frigates, for their courtesy 
and attention to him yesterday, in his own person, 
and that of the British nation.'* 

On the day following, the Philadelphia and Essex 



Digitized by Google 



72 



IM THE MEDITERRANEAN. 



having departed for the United States, Commodore 
Murray proceeded op the Mediterranean with valu- 
able presents from his government to the Bey of 

Tunis, sent from England by our Minister, Mr. King, 
which he delivered. From this port he sailed for 
Tripoli, and fell in with the Boston and two Swedish 
frigates, with which he concerted a plan for a vigour- 
ous hlockade. As the Boston was compelled to put 
into Malta to repair, and the Swedish ships of war 
to go away in quest of provision, Commodore Murray 
was left idone in sight uf the town fur several weeks. 
He repaired to Syracuse for provisions, and in the 
mean time very advantageous terms of peace were 
offered to him hy the Bashaw ; to which, as he had 
no powers from his own government, he was unable 
to accede. 

He was once becalmed, when he was attacked by 

ail the Tripolitan gun-boats, and the contest was 
maintained for an hour. A light breeze springing up, 
he brought his guns to bear, and distributed amongst 
them such showers of grape, that they never annoyed 
him afterwards. 

Commodore Murray visited the ex-bashaw at Malta, 
where he went in quest of provisions. He was on 
interesting and \v< l^^disposcd Turk, of free and easy 
manners. He detailed to the Commodore, at jrrcat 
length, the sufferings and oppressions imposed on him 
by his brother, and solicited his assistance ; but the 
Commodore was unable to serve him, and could only 
breathe a fervent prayer for his success. His brother, 
the Bashaw, was a tyrant, whose heart was impene- 
trable to the touches of mercy ami compassion. 

He remained four mouths before Tripoli, awaiting 
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tiie orders of lus goveniiiieiit. At length he went to 
' Palermo, to inquire if anj Americtti ressels required 

convoy, when he heard that Captain Morris, in the 
Chesapeake, Lad arrived in the Mediterranean. He 
touched at Naples, and remained there until his ni el- 
der was repaired, during which time he was introduced 
to the diplomatio corps, and to the principal nohili^ 
of the place, participating in all the courtesy and 
hospitality of theur tahles. These complunents ha 
requited hy invitations on hoard his fHgate. 

At Leghorn he met with Captain Morris, with 
whom he arranged all matters respecting his future 
course^ and sailed down the Straits with a convoy. 
He proceeded as far as the Gulf of Lyons, encoun- 
tering many severe gales, and was compelled to put 
into Malaga, for the purpose of fishing his mast, wldch 
had sprung hy the violence of the gale. Here he met 
with Captain Rodgers, in the frigate Julin Adams, 
who put into his hands an open letter from the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, directed to Captain Morris, enjoining 
him to despatch the Constellation and some other 
vessels of war home. As Captain Morris -was then 
thirteen hundred miles distant, he returned to America» 
after having informed that officer hy letter of his 
motives for so doing. He sailed with a llccl of up- 
wards of one hundred vessels, under his convoy, and 
arrived at Washington, where his ship was dismantled. 

He remained for a period in the hosom of domestic 
retirement, from whence he was summoned to tako 
command of the Adams, and cruise off the American 
coast, which was then infested with French privateers. 
He cruised for some time along the coasts of Carolina 
and Geor^^a, in a tempestuous season of the year, 
K 7 
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until his ship was almott a imdk, wbm he tetumed 
to Washington, where die was laid up. 
Commodore Murray's last appointment was tiiat 

of commander of the navy-yard in Philadelphia, — a 
post in which he rendered important services, and 
gave universal satisfaction. He held it during the 
rest of his life. He died October 6, 1800, at his seat 
near Philadelphia. His remains were interred with 
the highest honours. He united to the Inkiest' firm- 
ness and resolutioni a remarkable mildness and ffuavity 
of temper. Few men were personally more beloved. 
The invalid, the battered and disabled seaman, return- 
ing from the disasters of war or shipwreck, ever 
found in him a generous Mend. 
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HE career of this dis- 
tinguished officer com- 
mences with the infancy 
of our navy, and is 
marked by many bril- 
liant services. His 
name occurs in connec- 
tion with not a few of 
the more remarkable 
events in the history of 
the revolutionary war, and always with credit to him- 
self, and honour to the flag under which he sailed. 

Few commanders in the navy were employed in a 
greater variety of service, or met the enemy under 
greater disadvantages. Yet, in no one of the numer- 
ous actions in which he was engaged, did Commodore 
Barry ever fail to acquit himself of his duty in a 
manner becoming a skilful seaman and an able warrior. 
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Commodore Barry was born in the county of 
Wexford, in the Kingdom of Ireland, in the year 
1745. His &tber was a highly respectable ftnner ; 
under whose roof he received the first impressions of 

thai ingenuousness, and that high-toned magiianimity 
which were conspicuous attributes of his character. 
At a very early age he manifested a strong inciiuation 
to follow the sea. His father was induced to gratify 
his deaires, and he was pat on board a merchantman, 
in wMch service he ccmtinned aeraral years. The 
opportunities afforded by the intermissions of his 
voyages, were improved to his advantage, by appl3ring 
himself to the acquisition of knowledge. Possessed 
of a strong and active mind, he was enabled, with 
indefatigiible industry, to acquire a good parochial 
education. 

In the fourteenth or fifteenth year of his age he 
arrived in America, which he immediately determined 

to make the country of his adoption. In his new 
situation he was not long without employment, but 
applied himself diligently to his new profession, and, 
in a very short time, bis nautical skill, the steadiness 
of hia habits, and the integrity of his character, re- 
commended him, successively, to some of the most 
respectable merchants of that day. He was long in 
the service of Mr. Reese Meredith, Messrs. Willing 
and Norris, and Mr. Nixon. While in the employ 
of the latter gentleman, he commanded a very valuable 
ship, in the London trade, called the Black Prince, 
which was afterwards purchased by the Congresa for 
a vessel of war. During his continuance with those 
gentlemen he possessed their unreserved confidence ; 
they always spoke of him in terms of the highest ap- 
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jNTobation ; liis connection with them was the ground 
of a friendship, reciprocal, sincere, and lasting. He 
thus continued, growing in reputation, and acquiring, 
by industry and perseverance, a decent con^teney, 
until the controversy betwem the motiielr country 
and her then colonies gave a new direction to thought, 
and opened new prospects to ambition. He could 
not hut feel a deep interest in passing events ; he did 
not hesitate as to the part he should act, as the Inas 
of bis youth was in favour of liberty. At that inter- 
esting crisis, when Great Britain sent her veteiaii 
armies and powerftJ navies, to coerce a compliance 
with her unjust demands ; and when all but men 
struggling for their liberty would have deemed resist- 
ance folly, it hecame important to select officers 
whose valour and discretion, whose experience and 
skill would give the utmost efficiency to our insignifi- 
cant means of defence and annoyance. The rare 
union in Commodore Barry of all these qualities, re- 
commended him to the notice of Congress, and he 
was honoured by that body with one of the ^st naval 
commissions. 

In February 1776, he was appomted to the com- 
mand of the brig Lexington, of sixteen guns. She 
was the first continental vessel of war that Sailed 
from the port of Philadelphia. Having cruised suc- 
cessfully in lier, ho was, in the latter part of the same 
year, transferred to tlie Effingham, one of three large 
frigates built in Philadelphia. In the eventful winter 
of that year, the navigation of the Delaware being 
- impeded by ice, and all naval employment suspended, 
' bis bold and restless spirit could not be inactive. So 
zealous was he in his country's cause, that he 
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volunteered his services in the army, and served with 
distinguished reputation as aid-de-camp to General 
CkbdwaUader, in the important operations iviueh took 

.jdaee imihe'viciiiitf of TrentoiL 

When the'Biitidi obtained eonnnand of the 
and forte on>fhe river, in 1777, it was deemed prudent 
to scild the vessels of wai* up the river to Whitehill, 
where they mi^ht possibly escape destruction, Com- 
modore Barry, with several others^ effected their ea- 
aa|ie*with great dexterity. Tiie maek, however, 
tieve/so<Ni aftar destroyed by the enemy. While the 
fingataa were lying near Whitehill; Goapnodore Barry 
formed a project, which, for holdness of design, and 
dexterity of execution was not surpassed, if equalled, 
dui iii;; the war. It struck him that the enemy might 

. be severely annoyed by means of small boats, properly 
armed, which, being stationed down the river and bay, 
might intercept supplies going to the enemy, and, in 
ease of danger, take refuge in the creeks. He accord-* 
ingly manned the boats of the frigates, and, under 
cover of nigiit, with muffled oarb, descended the river. 
He arrived opposite the city before the enemy or 
citizens had any information of their movement. In 
a moment all was consternation and alann ; the enemy 
apprehending some impending disaster, while the oiti* 
sens, supposing the project unpracticable, despaired 
of the safety of his friends. The object was effected ; 
and the success which crowned the adventure was 
worthy of the enterprising spirit which conceived it. 
They not only succeeded in intercq)ting supplies of 
proviiions firom the surrounding country, but cap- 
tured several vessels loaded with military munitions 
and valnaUe stores for the British officers. General 
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Washington always spoike with greet satis&otiaii of 
this enterprise, and those concerned in it; indeed, he 
gave a public expression of thanks, to the Commodore 

and iiib officers. 

♦ After the destruction of his frio^ate, he was ap- 
pointed to the command of the Raleigh, of thirty-two 
^ms ; which ship he was obliged, bj a large-squadron 
of British vessels of war, to run on shore, on Fon'» 
island, in Penobscot bay. Having made several 
voyages to the West Indies, in letter of marque msds, 
during one of wliich he was commodore of a large 
squadron of them, he was afterwards ordered to take 
command of a seventy-four gun ship, building in New 
Hampshire. Congress having, however, ooncittdad 
to present her to the King of France, the Gommodofe 
was appointed to the command of the IHgats Affiance, 
of thirty-six guns, tiieft at Boston. In Febraary 1781, 
she sailed from Boston for L' Orient, having on board 
Colonel Laurens and suite, on an important embassy 
to the French court. He sailed from L' Orient early 
in 1781, on a cruise ; and having taken many valuable? 
prizes, on the 28th of May an event oecmrred that 
deserves notice^ On the preceding day two sail were 
discovered on the weather bow, standing fbr iSbm 
Alliance ; after approacliirig near enough to be m 
sight, during the night, they hauled to the wind, and 
Stood on the same course with the fhgate. 

At daylight, on the 29th, it became quite cafan; at 
sunrise the American colours were dfisfdayed on b u d 
the Alliance; the drum beat to qaarters. Thestrange 
sails were Recovered to be a ship and a brig; the 

British ilag was disphiyed, and having, by means of 
their sweeps, got witiiin hailing distance, they re^ec- 
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tively hailed, when it appeared that the ship was His 
Brittanic Majesty's ship of war Atalanta, Captain 
Edwards, cairymg between twenty and thirty guns ; 
and her consort, the brig TVepasa, Captain Smith. 
The Commodore ordered them to haul down their* 
colours, tvhich being refused, the cannonading inime- 
diately began : the Alliance, from want of wind, was 
like a log upon the water; while the enemy by means 
of tlieir sweeps, could select their position : they ac- 
cordingly kept on the quarters, and athwart the stem 
of the Alliance^ so that bat few guns could bebron^t 
to bear upon them. Aboat two oVlock, the Commo- 
dore was wounded in the left shoulder by a grape 
shot. Though the wound was dangerous and exces- 
sively painful, he remained on the quarter-deck some 
time, when the loss of blood obliged him to be carried 
to the eodi^pit Shortly after, the colours of the 
Alliance were ahot away, and, this happening in the 
interval of loading her guns, the enemy concluded 
they had been struck; they manned the slirouds ^md 
huzzaed. The American flag was soon hoisted again, 
and the renewal of the fire from the Alliance sent the 
enemy to their quarters. A little wind fortunately 
q^ringing up, the broadside of the frigate was brought 
to bear upon the enemy; it did great execution, and 
at three, P. M., they both struck ^ir colours. 

When Captain Edwards was conducted to the 
Commodore, wlio was then confined in the cabin, he 
presented his sword, which was immediately returned 
to him, as a testimonial of the high opinion entertained 
of his bravery ; the Commodore obsenring, at the same 
time, ^* that he ridily merited it, and that his Kipg 
001^ to give bun a brttw ship.'' 
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Soon after the Commodore was wounded and left 
the deck, one of his heuteoants went to him while in 
the cockpit, and representing the shattered state of 
the sails and rigging, the numher of killed and wound- 
ed, and the disadvantages under which they laboured, 
from the want of wind, desired to know if the colours 
sliould be struck. ** No," said he ; " and if the ship 
can't be fought without, I will be carried on deck.'* 
When the lieutenant made known to the crew the 
determination of their brave commander, fresh spirit 
was infused into them, and they one and all resolved 
to "stick by him." As soon as his wound was 
dressed, he insisted on being carried on deck, but 
before he reached it the enemy had struck. The 
Alliance had eleven killed, and twenty-one wounded ; 
among the latter several of her ofi^cers ; her rigging and 
spars much shattered, and she was severely damaged in 
her hull; the enemy had the same number killed, and 
thirty wounded. We have been led into the detaU 
of this victory, as it was considered, at the time of 
its achievement, a iiiujst brilliant exploit; and an 
unequivocal evidence uf the unconquerable ^mness 
and intrepidity of the victor. 

In the fall of 1781, orders were received to fit the 
Alliance for taking the Marquis de Lafayette and* 
Count de Noailles to France, on public business. On 
the f 5th of December, she sailed from Boston, with 
them on board. 

The Alliance left L'Orient in February 1782, 
from which time she continued cn,using, with great 
success, till March of the following year.; wheng 
shortly after leaving Havana, whither A» h«d been 
ordered, to bring the United States a large quantity 
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of Bpecie^ having in company the continental ship 
Luzerne, of twenty guns, Captain Green, three 
frigates were discovered right ahead, two leagues dis- 
tant; the American vessels were hove about; the 

cncrny ^^ru e chase. The Luzerne not saiiiii^- as fast 
as the AlHunce, the Commodore ordered her captain 
to throw her guns overboard. A sail was then dis- 
covered on her weather-bow bearing down upon them ; 
the Alliance hove out a signal, which was answered; 
she proved to be a French ship, of fifty guns. Rely- 
ing upon her assistance^ the Commodore concluded 
to bring the htadmost of the enemy's ships to action; 
aAer inspiring his crew by an adHrcs^s, and proing 
from gun to gun, and cautioning his men against too 
much haste, and not to fire until ordered, he prepared 
for action, Tlie enemy's ship was of equal size with 
the Alliance ; a severe engagement followed : it was 
very soon perceptible that the AlHance was gaining the 
advantage; most of the enemy's jjuns were silenced; 
and, alter an action of fifty minutes, the ship was so 
severely damaged, that she hoisted a signal of distress, 
when her consorts joined her. The loss on boai'd 
the Alliance was very trifling — ^three killed, and eleven 
wounded. The enemy's loss was severe; thirty- 
seven killed, and fifty wounded. The other English 
frigates were watching the movements of the French 
ships; the captain of which, upon cominjr up with the 
Alliance, assigned as a reason for keeping aloof from 
the action, that he was apprehensive the Alliance had 
been taken, and that the engagement was only a 
decoy. Chase was made, but the French ship being 
unable to keep up with the American, it was given over. 
A gentlemau of distmguished naval reputation, 
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wken in the Mediterranean Avith the American 

squadron, was intruduced to Captain James Vaughan, 

now Vice-Admiral of the Red, the commaader of 

the Bhtiah frigate engaged with the Alliance. In the 

course of conversation^ he made partkoiar inqoiry 

afler Captain Barry; related the cireumstances of the 

action ; and, with the fVankness of a generous enemy, 

confessed that he had never seen a ship so ably fought 

as the Alliance ; that he had never before, to use his 

own words, — received such a drubbing, and that he 

wae indebted to the assistance of his consorts/' We 

are sensible we have indulged in greater particularity 

' in the relation of these engagements than most readers 

would think necessary. Our reason must apologise 

fur us; we wish it to he known that the gallantry of 

our seamen is not of recent date, but is coeval With 

our national eiustence. 

These are the most interesting incidents that our 

imperfect materials furnish. Suffice it to say, that 

Commodore Barry served throughout the Revolution 

with distinguished honour to himself, and signal 

benefit to his country. Even during the intervals of 

suspension frmn pubhc employment, occasioned by 

the chances of war, he was actively and efiiciently 

employed in annoying the commerce of the enemy in 

letter of marque vessels. Having espoused the cause 

of liberty from principle, he was attached to it wilh all 

the glow of patriotic enthusiasm ; nothing could divert 

him from it, nor cool his ardour. The following 

anecdote may be relied upon as authentic; it evinces 

at once the high estimation in which his services 

were held by the enemy, and the oonaCincy of his 

resolution >— * 

8 
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GreBeral Howe, appreciating the Commodore's cfaa 
racier, and thinking htm imfiortant to the auccessfii} 
process and issae of the contest, made an attempt to 

detach him from his country's senicc ; ihv this pur- 
pose, he authorised an offer to the CuirnrifKlrsrc of 
fifteen or twenty thousand guineas, and tiie command 
of the hest frigate in the English navy. The General 
availed himself of a period that seemed to him the 
most aupicioos for the accomplishment of his ohject; 
it was when the metropolis was in possession of the 
British — ^when the enemy triumphed, and even when 
the hct-i A h I) (Is of America bejran to despair. The 
olfer was rejected with the indignation of insulted 
patriotism. The answer he returned to the General 
waSt that " he had deyoted himself to the cause of his 
country, and not the yaAie and command of the whole 
British fleet conld seduce him from it" 

After the terminatiou of hostilities, the Commodore 
was retained in the public service ; and when, under 
Mr. Adams's administration, it was deemed expedient 
to mcrease the naval establishment, he was appointed 
to superintend the building of this frigate United 
States^ In Philadelphia^ which was designed for his 
conmiand. His opinion* was very influential in the 
adoption by the governinent of that excellent model 
for ships of war, the suprrioritv of which, over every 
other, has been so strilcingly proved, as to have ex- 
torted the acknowledgments even of our enemies 
Daring the partial maritime war into which we were 
drawn by the aggressions of the cruisers of the French 
RepuMc, Commodore Barry was constantly and ac* 
tively employed ; and thoufrh fortune did not afibrd 
him an opportunity of signalising himself by any 
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splendid victory, yet he rendered essential service to 

the commercial interests of the couutry, by protecting 
its flag from the depredations of the French pri- 
vateers, which infested the ocean. After our dilibr- 
ences with France were accommodated, he retained 
the command of the United States until she was laid 
up in ordinary, soon after the introdoetion of Mr. 
Jefferson to the Executive -chair. 

Commodore Barry did not lung survive the termi- 
nation of his public services; though naturally of a 
strong and robust constitutton, he had been for many 
years subject to an asthmatic affection, to which he 
fell a victim, at Philadelphiai on the thirteenth day 
of September, 1803. 

Thus closed the life of one of tSte first of patriots, 
and best of men. He was eminently qualified fur the 
important stations which he filled. He possessed 
courage without rashness — a constancy of spirit which 
could not be subdued — a sound and intuitive judg« 
ment — a promptitude of -decision, equal to the most 
trying emergencies — a oonsummate skill— a gene- 
rosity of soul which tempered the sterner qualities of 
the head, and recommended him to the esteem of 
all^ — a humanity of feeling which made him no less 
att-entive to tiio conilbrts aad happiness of those whom 
the fortune of war threw into his power than he had 
been ambitious to conquer them. He i^ent a long 
life upon the ocean, and was engag^ in every varied 
of service. He knew how to conciliate those who 
were subjected to his coimnand, and, although a rigid 
disciplinarian, he never failed to secure tlie attach- 
ment of his sailors. It is wortliy f>f especial remark, 
that no one who has sailed with him as a seaman has 
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ever be«n beard to speak of him but with affection 

and graiiladc. He never found any difficulty in 
making up a crew, and desertion from his ship was 
unknown. 

In the various relations of private life he was no 
less unexceptionable; As a citizen he was exem- 
plary — as a friend sincere, — as a husband tender and 
affectionate. The affability and frankness of his de- t 

portment, ingratiated him with all who enjoyed the V 
pleasure of his actiuaintance ; there was a native 
humour in his chaiacter which gave it peculiar m- 
terest. His mansion was ever the residence of hos- 
pitality. Jealous of his own honour be was never 
known to injure, designedly, the feelings of any one ; 
and, though pcrasessed of a quickness of sensibility to 
the appearance of offence or impropriety, he never 
failed to express his regret, and to make atoneniciit 
for injuries prompted by an excess of feeling. He 
was just, charitable, and without disguise. As he 
was educated in the habits of religion, so he cultivated 
. them through life; he enforced a strict observance of 
> divine worship on board his ship, and scrupulously 
attended to the moral deportment of his crew ; he had 
himself experienced tiie comforts of religion, and he 
died in its faith. 

Commodore Barry was in size above the ordinary 
stature; his person was graceful and commanding. 
His whole deportment was marked by dignity unmixed 
with ostentation ; and bis strongly marked countenance 
was expressive at once of the qualities of hiS mmd, 
and the virtues of his heart.* 

• Pott Folio. 
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IBERTY never 
had a more intre- 
pid defender than 
the subject of this 
memoir. Among 
the brave men who 
perished in the glo- 
rious struggle for 
the independence 
of America, Cap- 
tain Nicholas 
BiDDLE holds a distinguished rank. His services, 
and the high expectations raised by his military genius 
M 8« 89 
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a&d gallantry, have left a strong impresaion of hia 
merit, and a profound regret that his early fate should 

have disappointed so soon the hopes of his country. 

Nicholas Biddlo was born in the city of riiiiadel- 
phia, on the tenth day of Seplumber, 1750. His 
father, Mr. William Biddle, was a native of New 
Jersey, son of William Biddle, one of the first settlers 
and proprietors of that State, from whom he inherited 
a yery large fortune, which his losses in trade, and 
the engagements of suretyship for a friend had greatly 
reduced. His mother was the daughter of Nicholas 
• Scull, Esq., who was, for many years, Surveyor- 
General of Pennsylvania; and of these worthy and 
respectable parents he was the sixth son. 

Mr. Biddle, yery early in life, manifested his par* 
tiality for the sea, and before the age of fourteen be 
had made a voyage to Quebec. In the following 
year, llijo, he sailed from Philadelphia to Jamaica, 
and the bay of Honduras. The vessel left the bay in 
the latter end of December 1765, bound to Antigua, 
and the second day of January, in a heavy gale of 
wind, she was cast away on a shoal, called the 
Northern Triangles. After remaining two nights 
and a day upon the wreck, the crew took to their 
yawl, the long-boat having been lost, and with j^reat 
difTiculty and hazard landed on one of the small un- 
inhabited islands, about three leagues distant from 
fhe reef, upon which they struck. Here they staid a 
few days. Some, prorisions were procured from the 
wreck, and their boat was refitted. As it was too 
small to carry them all off, they drew lots to deter- 
mine who should remain, and young Biddle was 
among the number. He, and his tliree companions, 
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Mr. Biddl* ■hipwr«ek«d sn thi Northera Triaaglts. 



suffered extreme hardships, for want of provisions 
and good water, and although various efforts were 
made for their relief, it was nearly two months before 
they succeeded. 

Such a scene of dangers and sufferings, in the com- 
mencement of his career, would have discouraged a 
youth of ordinary enterprise and perseverance. On 
him it produced no such effect. The coolness and 
promptitude with which he acted, in the midst of 
perils that alarmed the oldest seamen, gave a sure 
presage of the force of his character, and after he had 
returned home, he made several European voyages, 
in which he acquired a thorough knowledge of sea- 
manship. 

In the year 1770, when a war between Great Britain 
and Spain was expected, in consequence of the dispute 
relative to Falkland's Island, he went to London, in 
order to enter into the British navy. He took with 
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him letters of recommendation from Thomas Willing, 
' Esq., to his brother*izi-law, Captain Sterling, on board 
of whose ship he served for some time as a midship- 
man. The dispute with Spain being accommodated* 
he intended to leave the navy, but was persuaded by 
Captain Sterling to remain in the service, promising 
that he would use all his interest to get him promoted. 
His ardent mind, however, could not rest satisfied 
with the inactivity of his situation, which he was 
impatient to change for one more suited to his dis- 
position. 

In the year 1773, a voyage of discovery was under- 
taken, at the request of the Royal Society, in order 
to ascertain how far navigation was practicable to- 
wards the North Pole, to advance the discovery of a 
northwest passage into the South seas, and to make 
such astronomical observations as might prove service- 
able to navigation. 

Two vessels, the Race Horse and Carcase, were 

fitted out for the expedition, the command of which 
was given to the Hon. Captain Phipps, afterwai ds 
Lord Mulgrave. The peculiar dangers to which such 
an undertaking was exposed, induced the government 
to take extraordinary precautions in fitting out, and 
preparing the vessels, and selecting the crews ; and a 
positive order was issued that no boys should be re- 
ceived on board. 

To the bold and enterprising spirit of young Biddle 
such an expedition had great attractions. Extremely 
anxious to join it, he endeavoured to procure Captain 
SterUng's permission for that purpose, but he was 
unwilling to part with him, and would not consent to 
let hun go. The temptation vnis, however, irresis- 
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tible. He resolved to go, and laying aside his uniform 
he entered on board the Carcase before the mast 
When be first vrent on board, he was obsemd by a 
seaman who bad known him before and was very 
much attached to him. The honeet fellow thinking 
that he must have been degraded and turned before 
the mast in disgrace was greatly affected at seeing 
him ; but be was equally surprised and pleased ^vlien 
he learned the true cause of the young oliiccr's dis- 
guise, and he kept his secret as he was requested to 
do. Impelled by the same spirit, young Horatia, 
afterwards Lord Nelson, had solicited and obtained 
permission to enter on board the same vessel. These 
youthful adventurers are both said to have been ap- 
pointed coxswains, a station always assigned to the 
most active and trusty seamen. The particulars of 
this expedition are well known to the public. These 
intrepid navigators penetrated as far as the latitude 
of eighty-one degrees and thirty-nine minutes, and 
th^y were at one time enclosed with mountains of ice, 
and tlioir vessels rendered almost immovable for live 
days, at the hazard of instant destnictmn. Captain 
Biddle kept a journal of his voyage, which was after- 
wards lost with him. 

The commencement of the revolution gave a new 
turn to his pursuits, and be repured, without delay, 
to the standard of his country. When a rupture be- 
tween England and Araerica appeared inevitable, he 
returned to Philadelphia, and soun after Ids arrival, 
he was appointed to the command of the Camden 
galley, fitted for the defence of the Delaware. He 
found this too inactive a service, and when the fleet 



Digitized by Google 



9i EXPEDITION TO MiW. PROVIDENCE. 

was preparing, under Commodore Hopkins, for an 
expedition against New Providence, he applied for a 

command in the fleet, and was immediately appointed 
commander of the Andrew Doria, a brig of fourteen 
^ns and a hundred and thirty men. Paul J ones, 
who was then a lieutenant, and was going on the ex* 
pedition, was distinguished hy Captain Biddle, and 
iatroduoed to his friends as an officer of merit 

Writing from the Capes to his brother, the late 
Judge Biddle, ho says, I know not what may be our 
fate ; be it, however, what it may, you may rest as- 
sured I will never cause a blush in the cheeks of my 
friends or countrymen.'' Soon afler they sailed, the 
amaU-pox broke out and raged with great violence in 
the fleet, which was manned chiefly by New England 
seamen. The humanity of Captain Biddle, alwa3rs 
prompt and active, was employed on this occasion, to 
alleviate the general distress, by all the means in his 
power. His own crew, which was from Philadelphia, 
being secure against tl>e distemper, he took on board 
i;reat numbers of the sick from the other vessels. 
Every part of bis vessel was crowded, the long-boat 
wnn fitted for their acconmodation, and he gave up his 
own cot to a young midshipman un wliom he bestowed 
the jrreatest attention till his deatli. In the mean- 
while he slept himself upon the lockers, refusing the 
repeated solicitations of his officers to accept their 
births. On their arrival at New Providence, it sur- 
rendered without opposition. The crew of the 
Andrew Doria, from their crowded situation became 
sick, and before she left Providence, there were 
not men enough capable of doing duty to man the 
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boats; Captain Biddlc visited them every day, and 
ordered every necessary refreshment, but they con- 
tinued sickly until they arrived at New London. 

After refitting at New London, Captain Biddfe 
received orders to proceed off the Banks of New 

foundlaiiJ, in order to intercept the transports and 
storcships bound to Boston. Before he reached the 
Banks, he captured two ships from ^Scotland, with 
four hundred Highland troops on board, destined for 
Boston. At this time the Andrew Doria had not one 
hundred men. Lieutenant Josiah, a brave and ex- 
cellent officer, was put on board one of the prizes^ 
With ail tlic Highland officers, and ordered to make 
the first port. Unfortunately, al)cat ten days after- 
wards, he was taken by the Cerberus frigate, and oa 
pititcnce of his being an Englishmea, he was ordered 
to do duty, and extremely ill used. Captain Biddle 
hearing of the ill-treatment of Lieutenant Josiah,. 
wrote to the Admiral at New York, that however 
disagreeable it was to him, he would treat a young 
man of family, believed to be a son of Lord Cranston^ 
who was then his prisoner, in the same manner they 
treated Lieutenant Joslah. 

He also applied to his own goveranent in behalf 
of this itjured officer,, and by the proceedings of Ckm- 
gress, on the 7th of August,, f 776, it appears, " That 
a letter from Captain Nicholas Biddle to the Marine 
Committee, was laid before Con^i^ross and read; 
Whereupon, Resolved, That General Washington be 
directed to propose an exchange of Lieutenant Josiah 
for a lieutenant of the navy of Great Britain : That 
the General remonstrate to Lord Howe en the cruel 
treatment Lieutenant Josiah has met wi^, of which 
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the Cangress luive received unduubLed informfilion." 
Lieutenant Josiah was exchanged after an imprison- 
ment of ten months. -After the capture of the ships 
with the Hi^ilaDderSy such was Captain Biddle's 
actihrity and succeaa in taking prizes, that when he 
arrived in the Delaware he had bat five of the crew 
with which he sailed from New London, the rest 
baring been distributed among: the captured vessels, 
and their places supplied by men who had entered 
irom tiic prizes. He had a great number of prisoners, 
so that for some days before he got in he never left 
the deck. 

While he was thus indefatigiibly engaged in weak- 
ening the eneniy's power, and advancing his country's 
interest, be was disinterested and generous in all that 
related to his private advantage. The brave and 
worthy opponent whom the ciiance of war had thrown 
in his power, found in him a patron and friend, who 
on more than one occasion was known to restore to 
the vanqnished the fruits of victory. 

In the latter end of ibe year 1776, Captain Biddle 
' was appointed to the command of the Randolph, a 
frigate of thirty-two ^iins. With his usual activity 
be employed every eiiertion to get her ready for sea. 
The dilBculty of procuring American seamen at that 
time obliged him, in order to man his ship, to take a 
number of British seamen, who were prisoners of 
war, and who had requested leave to enter. 

The Randolph bailed from Pliiladclphia lu Febru- 
ary 1777. Soon after she ^oi to sea her lower masts 
were discovered to be unsound, and, in a heavy gale 
of wind, all her masts went by the board. While 
Ihqr were bearing away for Charleston, the £nglish 
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sailors, with some others of the crew, formed the de- 
sign to take the ship. When all was reaidy they gave 
three cheers on the gun-deck. By the decided and 
resolute conduct of Captain Biddle and his officers, 

the rino:leaders were seized and punished, and the 
rest submitted without furtiier resistance. After re- 
fitting at Charleston, as speedily ns possible, be sailed 
on a cruise, and three days after he left the Bar, he 
fell in with four sail of vessels, bound from Jamaica 
to London. One of them— called the True Briton— 
mounted twenty guns. The commander of her, who 
had frequently expressed to his passengers his hopes 
of falling in with the Rand olph, as soon as he per- 
ceived her, made all the sail he could from her, but 
^ding he could not escape, he hove to, and kept up 
a constant fire, until the Randolpli bad borne down 
upon him, and was preparing for a broadside, when 
he hauled down Ins colours. By her superior sailing, 
the Randolph was enabled to capture the rest of the 
vessels, and in one week ii oui the time he sailed from 
Charleston, Captain Biddle returnctl there with his 
prizes, which proved to be very valuable. 

Encouraged by his spirit and success, the State of 
South Carolina made exertions for fitting out an 
expedition under his command. His name and the 
personal attachment to him urged forward a crowd of 
volunteers to serve Tvith Ijim, and, in a short time, the 
ship General Moultrie, the brigs Fair American, and 
Polly, and the Notre Dame were prepared for sea. 
A detachment of fifty men from the first regiment of 
South Carolina Continental in&ntry was ordered to 
act as marines on board the Randolph. The regiment 
was then commanded by Colonel, afterwards General 
N 9 
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Charles Cotesworth Pincknej, who, with his ollicers 
and soldiers, would have done honour to any service. 
Such, says our mfonuant — himself a gallant officer of 
that regiment,— was the attachment which the honour- 
able and amiable deportment of Captain Biddle had 
impressed during his stay at Charleston, and buch the 
confidence inspired by his professional conduct and 
viiluiir, that a general emulation pervaded the corps 
to have the honour of serving under his command. 
The tour of duty, after a generous competitioD among 
the officers, was decided to Captain Joor, and lieute- 
nants Grey and Simmons, whose gallant conduct, and 
that of their bravi' detachment, did justice to the high 
character of the rej^iim nt. As soon ns the Randolph 
was refitted, and a new mainmast obtained in place of 
one which liad been struck with lightning,^ she dropped 
down to Rebellion Roads with her little squadron. 
Their intention was to attack the Carysfort frigate, 
the Perseus, twenty-four gun ship, the Hinehinbrook, 
of sixteen guns, and a privateer which had been 
cruihinp; ofT the Bar, and had much annoyed the trade. 
They were detained a considerable time in Rebellion 
Roads, after they were ready to sail, by contrary 
winds and want of water on the Bar for the Ran- 
dolph. As soon as they got over the Bar, they stood 
to Uie eastward) in expectation of (hHing in with the 
British cruisers. The next day tlicy rt^took a dis- 
masted ship from New England; as she had no cargo 
on board they took out her crew, six light guns and 
some stores, and sot her on fire. Finding that the 
British ships had left the coast, they proceeded to 

• Aiitr ihis accident, he used a conductor, the DOVellf of which, at 
that (im«, evened much atteatioa. 
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the West Indies, and cruised to the eastward, and 
nearly in the latitude of Barbadoes for some days, 

■ during which time they boarded a number of French 
and Dutch ships, and took an EngUah schooner from 
New York bound to Grenada, which had mistaken 
the Randolph for a British fri^^ute, and was taken 
possession of before the mistake was discovered. 

On the night of the 7th of March, 1778, the fatal 
accident occurred, which terminated the life of this 
excellent offiicer. For some days previously, he had 
espected an attack* Captain Blake, a brave officer 

• who commanded a detachment of the second Boutl 
Caruhiia regiment, serving as marines on board the 
General Moultrie, and to whom we are indebted for 
several of the ensuing particulars, dined on board tlie 
Randolph two days before the engagement. At dinner, 
Captain Biddle said, We have been cruising here 
for some time, and have spoken a number of vessels^ 
who will, no doubt, give information of us, and I 
should not be surprised if my old ship siiould be out 
after ns. As to any thin^ that carries her guns upon 
one deck, I think myself a match for her." About 
three, P. M., of the 7th of March, a signal was made 
from the Randolph for a sail to windward, in conse* 
quence of which the squadron hauled upon a wind, In 
order to speak her. It was four o^cIock, before she 
could be distinctly seen, when she was discovered to 
be a ship, thoiif!;h as she ncared and came before tlie 
wind, she had the appearance of a large sloop with 
only a square-sail set. About seven o'clock, the 
Randolph being to windward hove to, the Moultrie 
being about one hundred and fifty yards astern^ and 
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rather to leeward, also hove to. About eight o'clock, 
the British ship fired a shot just ahead of the Moul- 
trie, and hailed her, the answer was the Polly of New 
York, upon which she immediately hauled her wind, 
and hailed the Randolph. She was then for the first 
time discovered td be a two-decker. After several 
questions asked and answered, as she was ranging up 
alongside the Randolph, and had got on her weather 
quarter. Lieutenant Barnes, of that ship, called out, 
This is the Randolph," and she immediately hoisted 
her colours a&d gave the enemy a broadside. Shortly 
after the action commenced. Captain Biddle received ^ 
a wound in the thigh and feU. This occasioned some 
confusion, as it was at first thought that he was killed. 
He soon, however, ordered a chair to be brought, 
said that he was only slightly wounded, and being 
carried forward encouraged the crew. The stern 
of the enemy's ship being dear of the Randolph, 
the captain of the Moultrie gave orders to fire, bat 
the enemy having shot ahead, so as to bring the Ran- 
Julph between them, the last broadside of the Moul- 
trie went into the Randolph, and it was thouji:ht by 
one of the men saved who was stationed on the quar- 
ter-deck near Captain Biddl(/, that he was wounded 
by shot from the Moultrie.* The fire from the Ran- 
dolph was constant and well-directed. She fired 
nearly three broadsides to the enemy's one, and she 
appeared, while the battle lasted, to he in n continual 
blaze. In about tw^enty minutes alt(r the action 
began, and while the surgeon was examining Captain 
Biddle's wound on the quarter-deck, the Randolph 
blew up. 
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The enemy's msel was the British ship Yarraouth, 

of sixty-four guns, coiiiinanded by CapUun Vincent. 
So closely were they engaged, that Captain Morgan, 
of the Fair American, and ail his crew, thought that 
it was the enemy's ship that had hlown up. He stood 
for the Yarmouth, ai^ had a trampet in his head to 
hail and inqaire how Captain Biddle was, when he 
discovered his mistake. Owing to the disabled con- 
dition of the Yarmouth the other vessels escaped. 

The cause of the explosion was never ascertained; 
but it is remarkable that just before he sailed, after 
the derk had copied the signals and orders for the 
armed vessels that accompanied him, he wrote at the 
foot of them, ''in case of coming to action in the 
night, be very careful of your magazines." The 
number of persons on board the Randolph was three 
hundred and fifteen, who all perished, except four 
men, who were tossed about for four days on a piece 
of the wreck before they were discovered and taken 
ttp. From the information of two of these men, who 
were afterwards in Philadelphia, and of some indi- 
viduals in the other vessels of the squadron, we have 
been enabled to state some particulars of this unior- 
tunate event in addition to the accounts given of it 
by Dr. Ramsay in his History of the American Re- 
volution, and in his history of the revolution of South 
Carolina. In the former work, the historian thus 
concludes his account of the action : Captain Biddle, 
who perished on board the Randolph, was universally 
lamented. He was in the prime of life, and had ex- 
cited high ex per tat inns of future usefulness to his 
country, as a bold and skilful naval oihcer." 
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Thus prematurelj fell at the age of twentjHBeven, 
aa gallant an officer as any country ever boasted of. 
In the short career which Providence allowed to him, 
he displayed all those qualities which constitute a 

great soldier. Brave to excess, and consummately 
skilled 111 his profession, no danger nor unexpected 
event could shake his firmness, or disturb his presence 
of mind. An exact and rigid disciplinariani he tem- 
pered his authority with so much faunia&ity and affii- 
bility, that his orders were always executed with cheer- ^ 
fulness and alacrity. Perhaps no officer ever under- 
stood better the art of commanding the aifections as 
well as the respect of those who served under him : if 
that can be called an art which was rather tiie natural 
eflfect of the benevolence and magnanimity of his 
character. 

The virtues of his private life endeared him to a 
numerous circle of friends. With the franlmess and 

maiiiiness of character, which eminently belong to the 
officers of his profession. Captain Biddle united other 
qualities of much more rare occurrence. Th^ most 
amiable mildness and modesty of manners, a strict 
and rigid temperance, and a strong habititual sense 
of his religious and moral duties. A sincere Chris- 
tian, bis religious impressions had a decided and 
powerful influence upon his conduct. Even his 
native courag^e was heijrhtened by the reflection, that 
in the discharge of his duty all personal consequences 
were to be disregarded. His temper was uniformly 
cheerful, and his conversation sprightly and enter- 
taining. In his person he was about fite feet nine 
inches high, remarkably handsome, strong and active. 
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Before he left Charleston, he was engaged to be mar- 
ried, on his return, to a young lady of that place. 

By the numerous living witnesses of his worth, and 
extraordinary promise, his memory is cherished with 
peculiar fondness, and it will ever be respected by 
the brave and the patriotic* 



• Port Folio. 



JOSHUA BARNEY. 

EW among the naval 
heroes of our country, 
have gone through 
more varieties of active 
service, or experienced 
greater vicissitudes of 
fortune, than the sub- 
ject of this memoir. 
His life has heen v^rrit- 
ten in a most enter- 
taining style, by his relative, Mrs. Mary Barney ; and 
it is from this source that we have drawn the principal 
facts contained in the following sketch. 

106 
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CoiUiODORE JosHVA Barnst wbs bom at Balti- 
more, the sixth of July, 1759. His ancestors 
had emigrated from England, where they.maintained 

a middiing rank, €ijid were of reputable character. 
Education, in those days, was only to be obtained at 
considerable expense, and that but rarely in a new 
country which had but few inhabitants; and some of 
these without fortune or learning. He went to school 
very young, aad having attained the principles of arithp 
metic, reading and writing, he left, at ten years of age. 
Even at this early period he had acquired a decided 
likinp: for the sea, which the parents endeavoured to 
divert to Mome other object, by piittinfj bim to various 
employments, without success. Finding that these 
trials tended but to increase Ms ardent desire for 
the sea^ they resolved — ^however, iinwillhigly— to let 
him try his fortune in the profession of bis choice. 
When they placed him with a pilot, they still enter- 
tained hopes that a few months' service would make 
him lose his predilection for this toilsome pursuit, 
and return to tlie domestic circle. But the waste of 
waters was to him a home, however dreary; and the 
result of every subsequent excursion pronounced 
more clearly that he was destined to lead the life of a 
sailor. The fond parents, seeing this, thought fit to 
provide permanently for his advancement, until he 
should be able to control his own movements : an op- 
portunity soon offered. Captain Thomas Drysdale, 
(his brother-in-law,) was then in port, with a small 
brig, and offered to receive him on board — a favour 
which the family accepted, and young Barney forth* 
with entered upon his new engagement The first 
voyage was to Liverpool , when, after the delivery of 
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the cargo, the brig was unexpectedly sold, and the 
roaster secured a passage for himself and Barney, for 
Baltimore. Although our hero had loved the sea so 
well, yet he longed for a m^ht of home and his rela- 
tions. When he arrived, lie received the unwelcome 
intelligence that his father had been called to his last 
home, and found the family plunged in the deepest 
affliction. 

After visiting the scenes of his boyhood, he again 
resumed his former vocation, and made several 
voyages to Europe, in company with iiis brother-in- 
law. On the 22d of December, 1774, he entered 
upon a voyage which, though it terminated the life 
of Captain Drysdale, shows, most conclusively, the 
energy and resources of Barney's mind. The Captain 
died in a week after they bad set sail, and the first 
mate having left the'ship in consequence of a quarrel, 
it became necessary for young Barney to command 
and conduct the ship to her destination, Nice ; an 
undertaking of no small diHicuity, considering the 
leaky state of the vessel, the inexperience of her 
commander, and the distance of the port; yet he 
cheerfully undertook it As they proceeded on their 
voyage ttie leak gained upon them, notwithstanding 
they kept the pumps going day and night, and, on 
entering the Mediterranean, they were overtaken by 
a storm which threatened to complete their ruin; 
they were able, however, to put into Gibraltar, and 
Barney, taking all responsibility upon himself, had 
the ship lepured ; an operation wluch oeenpied three , 
months, and they then set sail for their destination, 
where they arrived in safety. Here, again, his mental 
energies were taxed to the utmost, for the X^icene 
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merchants detemimed not to pay the expenses of re- 
pairs at Gibraltar, and the Ooremor seconding them, 
young Barney was thrown into prison ; but he was 
soon afterwards released. As all American vessels 
then sailed under Er)<^lish colours, he hoisted the 
union jack, considering, that if they attempted to take 
the vessel, it would be considered a national insulty 
and as sncli would be resented. In this he was right 

The cost of repairs being paid, he set sail for 
America ; but, on the way, he touched at Alicant, in 
Spain, and, as his Catholic Majesty was then fitting 
out hif? memorable expedition against Al^^iers, he was 
detained, and employed in the service of the expedi- 
tion. It would not be in place, here to give a 
description of that unfortunate and disgraceful expe- 
dition ; which resulted in the utter discomfitore of the 
Spaniards. After this he returned to America, where 
he was first informed of the reheUion of the colonies, 
and that the battles of Lexingtuii and Bunker's Hill 
had been already fought He was but sixteen years 
old when he returned from this eventful voyage, and, 
considering the struggle of the colonies a just one, he 
determined to enter into their service. The country 
was in a state of great excitement, and young Barney 
allowed himself little or no relaxation ; but learning 
that tiicre were two vessels equipping at Baltimore, 
he immediately odered his services, and was received 
as master^s mate, on board of the sloop of war Hornet, 
often guns, which was destined to join the squadron 
of Commodore Hopkins. 

Towards the latter end of November 1 775, the Hor- 
net, in company with another Bait i more vesssel — the 
Wasp — set sail, and cleared the capes, without being 

10 
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seen by the British craiflers, and found the squadroa of 
Commodore Hopkuui, eonsisting of five ehipSt mount- 
ing one hundred and two guns, and the Fly tesd^, 

anchored at the mouth of the Delaware. The fleet im- 
mediutcWset sail, and without any adventure arnvcd at 
the place of rendezvous, where their destination was 
made known New Providence, one of the Bahamas, 
waa the object of attack, and thither they steered ; 
but, on the paasage, during a atormy night, tiie Hornet 
lost her maatfaead and boom, in eonsequenee of the 
Fly tender running foul of her, and she became sepa- 
rated from the rest of the fleet. This untoward 
accident compelled the captain to steer for the nearest 
port and repair. They arrived off the mouth of the 
Delaware about the first of April, where they were 
informed that the Britiah ship Roebuek, of forty-fonr 
guna, lay at anchor in the roada, and that her tencter 
was cruising in quest of prizes. The captain, affect- 
ing to he under the influence of religious scruples, 
determined to avoid her, but in so doing, fell upon her 
track and aoon encountered her, and the captain waa 
about to aurrender, but the tender, aeeing, as she 
neaied, the force of the aloop, aheered off. The 
aloop in going up the channel ran ashore, but waa got 
off with the loss of her rudder, and after a cold, tem- 
pestuous run, arrived at Philadelphia. 

Barne/ now left the Hornet, and volunteered his 
services to Captain Charles Alexander, a Scotchman, 
who had entered the American service, and held the 
command of the Wasp. The Wasp baring convoyed a 
▼eaael richly laden, clear of the coast, returned to the 
Delaware, where her comma jid or discovered, lying in 
the roads, the Roebuck, forty-four, and the Liverpool, 
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tw»nty>eight—- two British frigates which had entered 
' the river in her absence. The Wasp was pursued 

by the latter, but the British ship, having no pilot, 
ran ashore, and the little schooner escaped to the 
Cape May channel, where she found two other Ame- 
rican vessels — the Lexington, and the Surprise-* 
lying securely at anchor, their commanderSi Captains 
Bany and Weeks, being ignorant of the near vicinity 
of the enemy. In the meantime the Liverpool got 

ofl^, and commenced the cliasc of a vessel laden with 
ammunition. The three American commanders oh- 
serving this, made preparations to give the enemy a 
warm reception. But the Roebuck appearing in sight 
disconcerted their plans, and made them sedi: safety 
in flight The captain of the chased vessel, seeing no 
hope of escape, ran her ashore, and commenced taking 
out her cargo, in which they were assisted by boats^ 
crews from the Lexington and Surprise, until the 
frigates lowered their boats, when Captain Barry 
ordered a quantity of loose powder and a slow match 
to be placed in the hold, and, as the enemy entered, it 
went off with a tremendous explosion, IdUing every 
soul on board. The Wasp now pursued her course 
up the bay, which was perceived by the frigates, who 
gave chase. Captain Alexander, finding that they • 
gained upon him, hauled his course to the wind, and 
ran into Wihnington creek, when night coming on, 
the frigates dropped anchor at tlie mouth of the creek, 
and thus kept him in a state of blockade. A number 
of row gallies from Philadelphia, under the command 
of Commodore Hazlewood, having been sent after 
the frigates, made their appearance the next morning, 
and instantly commenced an attack. Captain Alex- 
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ander, embracing this opportunity, attacked the tender 
of one of the British Mgates, carried her by board* 
ing, and made bis escape, pursued by the Roebuck, 
which grounded on the Jersey shore. Captain Alex- 
ander, sent his prize to port, and re-entered the creek 
before luglit. The next morning being thick and 
hazy, he got out; but, when the weather cleared, he 
found himself almost in the enemy's power, but by 
exertion he escaped, and again meeting the galleys, 
they maintained ^e attack all day, and finally through 
the exertions of Barney forced the ingates to retire, 
while the Wasp returned safe to Philadelphia. 

Barney was nut yet seventeen, and through the 
kindness of Captain Alexander, he was appointed to 
take charge of the sloop Sachem, of ten guns, and 
superintend her equipment. While on this service^ 
he received an appointment as lieutenant, on the )8(Hh 
of June, 1 776. Soon after this, Captain Isaiah Robm- 
son arrived, and took the command of the Sachem, 
and, with our young hero, set sail on tlie Gth of July 
Before they had been at sea many days they fell in 
with a letter of marque brig, under English colours, 
and > an attack was determined upon, which lasted 
about two hours, when the brig surrendered, and was 
taken into Philadelphia. 

In consequence of the ability and bravery displayed 
by Captain Robinson and Lieutenant Barney, they 
were removed to the Andrew Doria, of fourteen guns, 
which was waiting for orders to put to sea. Captain 
Robinson was ordered to St Eustatia, for the pur- 
pose of bringing home some ammunition, deposited 
there, at the disposal of Congress,— and to return 
home immediately, in order not to subject himself to 

♦ 
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being taken by a superior force. On their return 
home they feU in with the Race Horse, of twelve 
guns, under Lieutenant Jones, and after a hard-fought 

battle of two hours, forced licr to surrender. The 
vessel suffered much in the hull, spars and rigging, 
and Lieutenant Jones and most of his men were more 
or less dangerously wounded before he surrendered. 
The Andrew Doria had four killed, and eight or nine 
wounded. 

Soon after this, haying captured an English scow, 
Lieutenant Barney was sent in her as prizemaster ; 
but on the voyage home, he encountered a severe gale, 
and was compelled to put into Chincoteague for re- 
pairs. After remaining there till January 2d, 1777, 
he proceeded to sea with the prize ; but on his passage 
he was captured by the Perseus, of twenty giais, and 
taken to Charleston. Bemg allowed to retire upon 
parole, Barney soon found his way to Philadelphia. 
Here he remained many months, until an exchange 
offered, when he again returned to the Andrew Doria. 
He was heartily welcomed by Captain Robinson, and 
his brotiier officers and men. 

Tbe Andrew Doria now formed a part.of the force, 
that had been prepared for the water defence of Phila- 
delphia, which force consisted of a flotilla of about 
forty ships and boats, commnnded by Commodore 
Ha2iicwood. They were stationed off the mouth of 
the Schuylkill, partly defended by a small fort, erected 
on Mud island. A portion of the American forces 
were also stationed at Red Bank, on the Jersey shore, 
and at Province island, farther down the river. 
These preparations were made not without some 
great design, for the enemy being now in possession 
P 10» 
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of Philadelphia, a determined effort was to be made 
before they could gain the command of the Delaware. 

The attack which was made on the flotilla and 
forts by the British fleet, and ably sustained by the 
Americans, afforded many •pportunities for the dis> 
play of that heroism which marked e?esy action of the 
reyolutionavy war, in which the naval force was con- 
cerned. By emplaying aa overwhelmuig force, hoih 
by sea and la^id, the enemy were at length enabled to 
batter down the American forts and disperse the 
flotilla, and thus effect an open communication be- 
• tween the ocean and Philadelphia^ now in their pos- 
session. This, however,, was not efiected without a 
heavy loss of officers and men. Among the former 
was the gallant Douop. The English also lost two 
ships, and the Americans one. The final attack ter- 
minated on the night of the 16th of November, by the 
Americans running their ships up the river to B or den- 
town, rather than let them fall into the hands of the 
enemy,, who had thus learned that their victories were ' 
to be bought only by a force greatly superior to that 
of their opponents in numbers and discipline. 

Lieutenant Barney, throughout the whole affair^ 
displayed his usual bravery and perseverance. He 
was afways in the thickest of the fray, and despised 
tiie old rules of war&ce— that it is the mark of cour 
lage and insight, to bring your forces whole from^ 
battle^ and be sure and return yourself with your 

ships. 

Early in the following December, he was ordered 
to enter as lieutenant of the frigate Virginia, which 
was then lying at Baltimore, whither he was ordered 
wltti a detachment of seamen and officers destined for 
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the fngate. He waa nearly a month in perfonning 
the march, in conaequeoce of the almost impassable 
state of the roads, which were corered with snow 
and sleet. A great many of the men were frostbitten^ 

ill consequence of the cold , but all arrived sale. 

In 1778, he was placed in tbe command of a pilot- 
boat tender. His duty in this capacity was to cruise 
«bout ike bay, and watch the movements of the enemy, 
end observe when «n opportunity offered for the 
frigate to put to sea. In this capacity he recaptared 
a large sloop belonging to Baltimore, and one of the 
enemy's barges which had seized her. 

On the last of March, an opportunity offered for 
the frigate to put to sea ; but she ran on the middle 
ground, and in this jtituation was attacked by three 
of the enemy's fleet, when the captain hoisted out 
the barge, and put to shore, leaving the vessel under 
the command of Lieutenant Barney, who was over- 
ruled in his determination to rcsist the enemy by the 
other otficers, who were willing to follow the course 
of their captain. Lieutenant Barney thus again fell 
into the hands of the enemy; but in consequence of 
his former humane conduct towards the British pri» 
soners who had fallen into his hands, he was treated 
with kindness and civility, and such was the confi- 
dence reposed m him, that he was frequently allowed 
to go on sliorc and remain for whole days. Captain 
Caldwell, who commanded the Emerald — in which 
ship Lieutenant Barney was prisonei^had, by his 
uniform kindness and urbanity, won tiie esteiBm of all 
Americans who fell into his Imnds. 

During the year 1778, it having been deemed ne- 
cessary to send the piisoiiers to New York, Lieute- 
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nant Barney was removed to this place, in the ahv^ St 
Albans^ sixty-fouri Captain Onslow. On the passage. 
Lieutenant Barney, who was the only officer of any 
distinction on board, formed the bold plan of seizing 
the ship, and the whole fleet, but the project was dis- 
concerted by the treachery of a Frenchman, to wlioiii 
the secret had been con Tided. W hen Captain Onslow 
became aware of it, he placed the means which Lieu- ' 
tenant Barney was to employ, out of his reach, and 
passed the afiair over in silence, until he arrived at 
New York, when it was only referred to as a matter 
of pleasantry. When they arrived at New York, the 
Americans were trans fcned to the pri&on-ships. 
Here, Barney, for the first lime, realised that he was 
a prisoner. He now beheld disease, in her varied 
forms, revelling, as it were, in the mass of beings, 
who seemed scarcely *^hiu$nm" 

Even here, his usual kindness predominated, and 
he tended for hours the aick and dying of his country- 
men. He was not, however, without the hope of 
being relieved, and was nllowed to obtain, at least, the 
freedom of the deck. In this he was not disappoint- 
ed ; for, in a few weeks after his incarceration, be was 
happy to learn that Admiral Byron had arrived, to 
supersede Lord Howe in command oi the English 
fleet. This officer, in a week after his arrival, paid a 
visit to the prison-ahips, and seeing the prisoners in 
such a miserable condition, he ordered, with his ac- 
customed humanity, better accommodations to be 
prepared, and learning the peculiar position of Lieu- 
tenant Barney, he ordered him to be removed to his 
ship, where he was treated with great kindness. He 
was allowed to go on shore whenever he wished, and 
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never showed himaelf so unworthy of confidence as 

not to return. 

For nearly live months he remained m this situa- 
tion, when n.n opportunity offering:;, he was exclian^^ed, 
and again oilered his services to the Amencan authori- 
ties; but, there being no vacancy at the time, he 
detmnined to viait his lelatiTes and friends. Still 
his mind was bent upon the sea, and, disdaining a life 
of idleness, he took command of" a fine little schooner, 
armed with two guns, and eight men," bound lor St 
Eustatia 

In going down the hay, he was attacked by an 
English privateer and taken ; but, fortunately, he was 
pat on shore, with his men, and thus he was saved 
from a second experience of the horrors of a prison- 
ship. He immediately set oat for Baltimore, where 
he met his old friend. Captain Robinson, who was in 
search of him to offer him the situation of first officer 
in a private ship of which he then had command. 

In February 1779, they set sail with a cargo of 
tobacco, and an armament of twelve gone, and thirty- 
five men, boond for Bordeaux. After they had been 
out a few days, they were chased by the Rosebud, of 
sixteen guns, Captain Duncan. An action followed ; 
and Captain Robinson, on observing indications of 
the enemy's intention to board, leil Barney to com- 
mand the stern-chaser, while he went on the gundeck, 
ready to give the enemy a broadside should he make 
the attempt Barney, believing that she was at one 
time running up for this purpose, loaded the gun with 
grapeshot and a ** crowbar," which, by cutting up the 
enemy's rigging, and nearly severing his foremast, 
had the desired cifect, and the British commander 
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thought proper to sheer 0% and leave Captain Robin- 
son to repair his damages at leisure. The enemT 

lost forty-seven men, in killed and wounded. The 
voyage was contiiiiKal without farther interruption; 
and the vessel liaviing discharged her cargo, returned 
home. On her homeward pawage, siie came up with 
an English letter of marque ship, of equal force and 
weight of metal, which, after a long contest, was forced 
to surrender, and Lieutenant Barney was placed in 
command of her, on her passage to Philadelphia. 
When he arrived there, not finding any vacancy in 
the naval swvice, he determined not to enter the mer- 
chant service, but to spend his leisure time among his 
rdatives in Philadelphia and Baltimore, 

While residing at the former place, he became ac<- 
quainted with Miss Bedford, daughter of Gunning 
Bedford, Esq , to whom he was maiTied, on the 10th 
of March, 1780. 

He remained a month at Philadelphia, when he 
was advised to undertake some commercial enterprise, 
which he determined to do, and, accordin^j, set out 
with that purpose ; but his whole fortune, which he 
carried with him, was secretly stolen from him ; and he 
returned to his wife, but never spoke rdjout the miss- 
ing money. As if by vv^ay of consolation, in a few 
days he was ordered to the Saratoga, of sixteen guns, 
under Captain Jolm Tarns. He immediately went 
to sea. 

They had not been oat many days, before they fell 
in with a British ship, of twelve guns, and soon cap- 
tured her. It seemed as if fortune had now determined 
to smile upon our hero, for the next day they encoun- 
tered a British ship and two brigs, and, after a hard- 
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fought battle, they succeeded in taking all thiee. 
During the actioiiy Lieutenant Barneji'^th fiAj men, 
boarded the Utgeat ship, mounting thirty-two guns, 
with ninety men, and after a terrible conflict obtained 

possession of the deck, and suoa Lhe American 
colours were at the masthead. 

Barney, in the largest ship, was ordered to steer 
for the Delaware; but he soon discovered that she 
leaked fearfully, and the next day observed a small 
sqnndron in chase, and, resistance being out of the 
question, he surrendered to Captain Anthony J. P. 
Malloy, of the Intrepid, sevcnly-four. By this com- 
mander he was treated in the most brutal maimer. 
Yet, when he afterwards came to redect upon his lot, 
he found that the Saratoga and crew perished at sea, 
and were never heard of, and that his being appointed 
to the command of the prize, and his capture by the 
inhuman Malloy, were the means of preserving him for 

future service. The Intrepid sailed soon after for 
New York, when Barney was removed to the Yar- 
mouth, seventy-four, (Decemher 1780,) to be sent to 
England, where they were to receive the punishment 
of their ''rebellion." On the passage, the prisoners 
—amounting to about sixty— were confined in the 
most loathsome of dungeons, without light or pure 
air, and with a scanty supply of provisions. 

Tiiey thought, when they arrived at Plymouth, that 
their privations were at an end ; but they were only 
removed to another prison-ship, which, althou^ dirty 
and crowded, was, in some measure, better than tiie 
one they had left From this, contrary to exiv3cta- 
tion, as soon as they were so much recovered as to 
be able to walk, they were brought on sliore and con- 



iJiyiiizeo 



4 



ISO E80APB PROM PHIBON. 

fined in Mill prison, where they met the anxious faces 
of several hundred American prisoners, who had 
undergone the same privations as themselves. 
This prison was surrounded by two strong walls, 

twenty feet apart, and was guarded by numerous 
sentries. There were small gates in Uie walls, and 
these were placed opposite each other, the inner one 
generally remaining open. The prisoners were al- 
lowed the privilege of the yard nearly all day, and 
this set the inventive mind of Barney upon the sdheme 
which, in the end, terminated in his liberty ; not, how- 
ever, without infinite danger and trouble. He set about 
finding out some small chance which might afford the 
least hope of release ; and having discovered one of 
the sentries that had served in the United States, and 
remembered the kindness with which he had been 
there treated, Barney and he formed the means of 
escape. It was arranged that Barney should aflfect ' 
to have hurt his foot and obtain a pair of crutches, 
and thus lull suspicion. 

On the 18th of May, 1781, he habited himself in 
the undress uniform of a British oiEcer — the whole 
covered with an old greatcoat, and, by the aid of the 
sentinel, cleared the prison ; when he threw off the 
coat, and soon arrived at the house of a well known 
friend to the American cause, in Plvraouth. That 
he might not be soon missed, he got a lad, who, afler 
answering to his own nnine, was to ^et out, and answer 
to Barney's, in the yard, which little stratagem suc- 
ceeded admirably. When Barney arrived at the 
friend's house, he made preparations to leave as soon 
as possible, well knowing that if any of the British 
were detected harbouring him, they would be con- 
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victed of high treasoD. In the evening, tiicrefore, he 
departed to the house of his friend's father, at a con- 
siderable distaaoe, where he would be safer. On 
arriving there, he was surprised to find two of his old 
friends — Americans — ^who had been, for some time, 
anxiously waiting for an ojiportunity of returning 
home, and now thought that the time had arrived. 

Lieutenant Barney determined to sail for the French 
coast, and, for this purpose, he and the two genflemen 
purchased a small fishing Tessel, and habiting them- 
selves in some fishermen^i old apparel, they set sail 
xm their intended voyage. Admirai Digby's fleet lay 
at the mouth of the river, and our adventurers had to 
pass through the midst of them, and then run the 
chance of capture by the numerous British cruisers, 
which continually ply about the channel. This was 
« daring undertaking, as the fleet, he thought, had 
doubtless received notice of his escape, and the enemy 
would be rigid in their search. He, therefore, deter- 
mined to act with coolness, and, if intercepted, to give 
■such answers to the questions put to him, as might 
best lull suspicion. If he was detected, he would pay 
for the attempt with his life* 

He knew that if his escape was detected, that it 
would be immediately communicated to the fleet, and 
thus lessen Ins chances ; especially as the least unusual 
appearance in his assumed character, would excite 
immediate suspicion. Even should he be able to pass 
through the fleet, the British cihannel abounded with 
the English cruisers, which were quite adept in the 
«rt of picking up stragglers. With these dangers 
painted in living colours before his eyes, he preserved 
his usual self-possession, and inspired with confidence 
U 11 
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his companions, who had never handled a rope, and 
relied exclusively upon bis daring. 

By suorise, the next moriiing, they were " under 
way," the two gentlemen remaining below, and Lieu- 
tenant Barney and the aer?ant being the only ones oa 
deck, to avoid auspifiipa. With a good hraeze and 
a favouraUe tide^it was not long befoaa they were ul 
the midst of the hostile fleets which seemed to tako 
no notice of them. Their hearts beat quick when^ 
they were tiius hanging between lifc and death ; but 
as soon as the last of the enemy was passed, they 
dedarad themsalvea aa& thvongh that portion of the 
ordeal. 

But what attampt aver ended to the satisihetion of 

the undertaker? Before the enemy were more than 
clear out of sight, the practised eye of Barney caught 
a sail which he knew to be bearing down upon him. 
He saw that resistance was out of the question; bat 
that if he managed the afiair adroitly, ha mighi escapa. 
It was now that he waa catted to eacerciae that finn- 
nesa of mnd, coolness and contempt of danger, and 
C^uickness of resource in time of need^ that ever dis- 
tinguished iiis character, and showed him to be a man 
of no ordinary natural talents. In less than an hour 
the ^ivateer — Sor such she was-— came alongside, and 
sent an officer to see what he wanted steering^ Ibr a 
hostila eoast"^ The first questions that were put^ 
and' answered on&esitathigly, were— what he had on 
board ? and where he was bound ? Of course he had 
^ nothing on board, and his- deatmalirm was France — 
on business of importance from the ministiy ; at the^ 
same time untying the rope that bound the old coat 
around him^ and displaying the British halfiuniibna. 
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The officer touched his hat* heggied pardon, and said 
he would go on board and repcwC to the commanding 
officer. 

The result of the interview was that Barney was 
made a prisoner once more, and ordered with a prize- 
mastor to Plyraonth. But he'm^ forced by stress of 
weather into a small bay, near Plymouth, he contrived 
to escape from hie captors, and find his way to the 
mansion of the venerahle clergyman, at Plymouth. 
Deeming it unsafe to remain there, kst he might be 
discovered, after a few days he set out at midnight in 
a pubtcliaise for Exeter, and from thence by stages 
to Bristol, where he had a letter of credit to an 
American gentleman. 

Here he remained for three weeks, and from th^ce 
he went to London, directed to a countryman, who 
received him Idndly, and olfered his services towards 
effecting his final escape. After remaining here for 
six weeks, he found an opportunity of sailing for 
France; and after an extremely boisterous and squally 
passage, reached Ostend, from whence he soon found 
his way to Amsterdam^ where he seized the opportu* 
nity of paying his respects to Mr. John Adams, then 
Minister Plenipotentiary from the United States to 
Holland. Through the courtesy of this gentleman, he 
obtained a passage to his own country, and, after some 
adventures, i^ached Philadelphia, on the ^Ist of 
March, 1782. 

But he was not long allowed to eigoy the pleasare 
which he expected, after such a trial of danger and 
fatigue. In less than a week after he arrived at Philap 
delphia, he was offered the command of the Hyder 
Ally, of sixteen guns, fitted out by the state authorities 
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of Pennsylvania, to repress the enemy's privateers, 
with which Delaware river abounded. 

On the 8th of April, 1782, he entered upon his 
'destined service, which was to convoy a fleet of mer- 
chantmen to the eapes, and protect them from the 
refugee boats," with which the river abounded. 
While waiting at the capes, he waa assailed by two 
ships and a hng belonging to the enemy, who, finding 
him unsupported, commenced a furious attack, which 
he sustained with great coolness, while his convoy 
were safely retiring up the river. The brig came up 
first, and gave him a broadside as she was passing; 
but kept her course up the bay after the convoy, while 
Barney waited for the ship, which was coming up 
rapidly. Having approached within pistol shot, the 
Hyder Ally poured a broadside into her, which 
somewhat staggered tlie enemy, who thought Barney 
would strike his colours/' The enemy seemed 
disposed to board, and was ranging alongside of 
him, when he ordered the quartermaster, in a loud 
voice, to port the helm — ^having previously given 
him secret instructions to piit tljc liohn hard a-star- 
board, which latter order was obeyed; by this ma- 
noeuvre the enemy's jibboum caught in the fore- 
rigging of the Hyder Ally, thus giving her a raking 
position, which Captain Barney knew how to im* 
proine. The firing on both sides was tremendous 
an idea of it may be obtained from the fact, that 
mure than twenty broadsides were fired in twenly-six 
minutes! In the mizenstaysail of the General Monk 
there were afterwards counted, three hundred and 
sixty-five shot-holes. During the whole of this short 
but glorious battle, Captain Barney was stationed 
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Upon the quarterdeck, e]q>oaed to the fire of the 
enemy's miuketry, wluch was exoessivelj annoying, 

and began to be felt by the men, insomuch that Cap- 
tam Barney ordered a body of riflemen, whom lie had 
on board, to direct their fire into the enemy's top, 
which immediately had the desired effect 

The capture of the General Monk was one of the 
most brilliant achievements recorded in naval history. 
The General Monk mounted eighteen guns, and bad 
one hundred and thirty-six men, and lost twenty men 
killed, and thirty-three wounded. The Hyder Ally 
had sixteen guns, and one hundred and ten men, and 
lost four men killed, and eleven wounded. 

All the officers of the General Monk were wounded, 
except one. The captain himself was severely wound* 
ed. The brig which accompanied the enemy ran 
ashore to avoid capture. Captain Barney now fol- 
lowed his convoy up to Philadelphia. After a short 
visit to his family, he returned to his command, where 
he soon captured the "Hook-'em-snivy" — a refugee 
schooner which had done a great deal of mischief on 
the Delaware. 

These captures struck such terror among the pri- 
vateers, that they began to disperse to more profitable 
grounds. In consequence of these glorious actions, 
Captain Barney wa^ presented with a gold-hilted 
sword, in the name of the State. 

The General Monk was purchased by the United 
States, and refitted under the title of General Wash- 
ington. The command of her was given to Captain 
Barney, who was sent to sea, May 13th, 1782, with 
sealed orders, which he was requested not to open 
until he came to a certain latitude at sea. He had 
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under his command fifteen or sixteen vessels — prira- 
teers and letters of marque— and from this circum- 
stance he was now fairly entitled to the title of 
commodore. When he arrived at the capes he met 

three frigalos coming in, and the convoy immediately 
retired up tiie bay, and left Barney to encounter the 
frigates. During the night he escaped, and was 
chased hy one of the frigates, hut outsailed her, and 
got beyond pursuity when he opened the private in- 
structions which he had received fhmi the commis- 
sioners of the State. 

He was prohibited from engaging the enemy, if it 
should take him out of his course. He delivered his 
letters to the i^'rench and ^Spanish Admirals, in tl^ 
West Indies, and returned to the Delaware, where he 
routed a whole fleet of refugee boats, when he i^etumed 
to Pluladelphia and again visited his family. But 
this was of short duration, for he was soon appointed 
to carry despatches to France, and bring home a 
considerable sum of money, which the Kinj; of France 
had loaned to the American government. On his 
return home, he was furnished with a passport, under 
the sign manual of the King of England: when he 
arrived near the Delaware, he was chased by three 
ships of war, and only saved himself by anchoring 
near shore in three fathoms water, and taking the first 
opportunity of getting off again. 

Upon the cessation of hostilities — which happened 
soon after — the General Wnshington was changed 
into a packet, while Captain Barney still continued 
in command of her. Government, however, finding 
little use for her, sold her, and Captain Barney deter- 
mined to enter into a commercial enterprise. This, 
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however, was not so profitable as he expected, and 
finding his means decreasing, he determined to mo?e 
to Kentucky where he had purchased a tract of land. 

At the close of the ye^ir, he visited hiS new farm, but 
not finding any inducoinents to emigrate, he returned 
to his family, and abandoned the idea of living in the 
western country. 

After being appointed to several civil olBces, Cap- 
tain Barney again went to sea for the improvement 
of his health ; and, in one of his voyages, when he 
had arrived at Cape Francois, he realised enormous 
profits by the sale of his cargo of flour, there being 
none in market While here, a dispute arose between 
the agents of government and the army and navy 
officers, which afterwards involved the whole town, 
nod in an afiEray Captain Barney, although neutral, was 
near losing his life, and did not escape vtithout the 
loss of a great deal of his property. After his escape 
from this scene of insurrection, and wiien he thought 
himself safe, he was boarded by the officers from 
three British privateers or pirates, who proceeded, in 
the most insolent manner, to rifle his ship. In a week, 
however, an opportunity oflering, he rose upon the 
captors, and brought the officers and their crew to 
Baltimore, when the aiiair became the subject of cor- 
respondence between the govemmeuts of the two 
nations. 

Captain Barney, finding that trading to the West 
Indies was highly lucrative, determined to make 
ano(W voyage ; but determmed not to be taken again 
by privateers ; and, accordingly, put his ship in a con- 
dition to resist the insolence of such petty cruisers in 
future. She was armed with sixteen guns, and 
B 
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thirty men, besides thirty passengers. In the Samp- 
son, thus anned, he made a profitable Toya^e to Port 
au Prince; and when honeimd bound, he was chased 

by the frigate Penelope, and ordered aboard, which, 
wiieii he liad tloiii', ^vurds hiiving pabbcd, he was 
ordered under custody, and conveyed to Jamaica, 
committed to prison, and alterwards the grand jury 
brought in a bill against him for piracy, founded on 
the recapture of his own ship. On tiie trial, how- 
ever, he was acquitted merely on the evidence offered 
on behalf of the prosecution. 

Soon after this, he set sail for Philadelphia, and 
from thence to Baltimore, (May 1791,) to relate his 
numerous adventures to his anxious iriends. He had 
not been long here, before he was appointed to com- 
mand one of the six ships which Congress had deter* 
mined to provide, as the nucleus of a naval force. 
His name was fourth on the list, being after one who 
was a iiidiUry uUicer; and lie determined not to 
accept the commission. The Cincinnatus wns then 
lying at the wharf, ready for sea, and being offered 
Uie command he accepted it, and sailed for France. 

In consequence of offers which were made to him 
by the French Directory, while in this country, Com- 
modore Barney entered their service as Chef de 
Division — i. c., commodore — and displayed Lis usual 
courage, ability, and activity, in his consequent en- 
counters with the 1 ^nglish. We regret that our limits 
will not admit of a full account of his foreign service^ 
which, owing to the injustice of the Directory, was 
not only unrequited, but appears to have occasioned 
the loss of the property which Commodore Barney 
had previously acquired. One circumstance we , 
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cannot pass over. It is his esc^ from the Chesa- 
peake with a French squadron, when the bay was 
blockaded by an English fleet of greatly superior 

force. 

The stratagem by which he escaped to sea has 
been greatly admired. Having anchored in sight of 
the enemy, until night, he sailed up the bay, out of 
their sight, under cover of the darkness. In the 
moining, the English, supposing him to have escaped, 
put to sea in chase, and when they were gone, Barney 
came out and got to sea. After his return, having 
spent the period from 1798 to 1802, in dancing at- 
tendance on the French Directory and Napoleon, in 
hopes of having his claims for services and money 
advanced, he found himself cheated out of two hun- 
dred thousand dollars. He now demanded his dis- 
charge from the French service, which was at first 
politely refused by Napoleon, but eventually granted 
in l&Oi, and he was placed upon the pension rolL 
with an annuity of fifteen Imndrod dollars. Satisfied 
at having a claim thus acknowledged, which he might 
have obtained in full if he could have stooped to the 
meanness of bribing the Directory, he never claimed 
a dollar of the pension. 

The next active service in which we find Commo 
dore Barney employed, was the command of the 
privateer Rossie, at the commencement of the late 
war with Great Britain. In ninety days he captured 
eighteen ships, valued at two miUions and a half of 
dollars. 

In the summer of 181S he was offered the command 

of the flotilla to be fitted out for the defence of the 
Chesapeake bay, wbich he willingly accepted ; and he 
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inBtaiitly set about fitting out and manniBg his gm* 
boats and barges. This operation occiq»ied him a 
conmderable time ; and in April, 1814, he had ready 

for action, twenty-six gunboats and barges, and nine 
hundred men. He determined to attack Tangier 
island ; but a large force of the oncmy obliged him to 
retire as far as St. Leonard's creek, where, being 
still pursued, he retired farther up. Several attempts 
were subsequently made against him, but with dread- 
ful loss to the assailants, who sought the proteetion 
of their larger skips. 

The enemy then turned their operations into a 
blockade, and kept the Commodore inactive, v^kile 
they went into the country, and carried off many of 
the people prisoners on board their fleet Barney 
having receired a small reinforcement from the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, determined on an attadc upon the 
blockading squadron, virhich was to be seconded by a 
battery of two guns on shore. The attack was made 
with great bravery by the flotiiia, but being unsup- 
ported by the battery, Barney was forced to retire. 
The fruits of victory, however, he obtained ; for the 
enemy soon steered down the river, perfectly satisfied 
vrith one attack of the Commodore* 

The next action m which we find him engaged, 
was at the advance of the British on the city of 
Washington. 

The history of this afiair is one which it is impos- 
sible to dwell upon with satisiaction. Almost the 
only redeeming feature about it, ttom the first landing 
of General Koss's troops, to their final departure 
from the desecrated capitol, is the gallant resistance 
of Barney and his brave marines, when deserted by 



Digitized by Google 



BABNBT'i CAPTVSB. 



18S 



those very men whose incapacity had placed them in 
a false position, and whose duty it was to have sup- 
ported them in the defence. As it was, Barney and 
his party kept the enemy in check, mitil nearly every 
officer was kiUed or wonnded, the Gonmiodore himself 

80 severely, as to render it impassible for him tu ac- 
company the retreat, which he was finally compelled 
to order. He consequently fell into the hands of the 
British, who, with that characteristic respect for 
heroism, which th^ often display, instantly offered 
him a parole. Having accepted it, he was conveyed 
by British sailors to Bladensbnrg, the gallant tars 
refusing to accept the fifty dollar bill, which he ten- 
dered as a compensation for their trouble. 

After remaining at Blade nsburg a single day. Com- 
modore Barney was conveyed to his farm, at Elkridge. 
The hall which he had received in his thi^, covdd 
not be extracted without considerable risk ; and tiie 
surgeons snfifered it to remain till tiie wound was 
healed. It subsequently gave the Commodore much 
inconvenience, and was thought to have been ulti- 
mately the cause of his death. 

As an acknowledgment of his gallantry and good 
conduct at the battle of Bladenslmrg, an elegant SWord 
was presented to the Commodore, by the corporation 
of Washington. On the 8th of October he was et- 
changed, and two days afterwards he resumed his 
command of the flotilla. Bef ore he could have any 
new opportunity for distinction, hostihties were ter- 
minated by the Treaty of Ghent 

The flotilla was disbanded, and his gallant crews 
discharged; when, having settled his accounts with 
the government, Commodore Barney was sent to 

13 



Digitized by Google 



4 



134 CHABACTER OF OOMMODOKfi BA&KET. 

Europe, as the bearer of despatches to the American 
Plenipotentiaries, which he faithfully delivered, and 
returned to Baltimore, October 13th, 1815. lie now 
retired to his farm, where he suffered much from hia 
wounded limb. After this he continued to be occu- 
pied with endeavouring to remedy the effect of a 
want of economy in his domestic business arrange- 
ments, until the death of Colonel Nathaniel Ramsay, 
when he was appuinled Naval Officer, in the custom 
house, at Baltimore. Being in ill health, he appointed 
his son William his deputy. 

Commodore Barney's death, which took place at 
Pittsburg while he was on a journey to the west, 
happened on the first of December, 1818» in the six- 
tieth year of his age. 

In the character of Commodore Barney we recog- 
niso all the elements of a popular hero. To a noble 
and commanding presence, he added that cordiality 
and kindness of manner, which is universally recog- 
nised as the evidence of a feeling heart; while his 
humanity — ^his daring courage — his earnestness in the 
despatch of business, and his incorruptible fidelity in 
tiic dischar^re of duty, commanded the esteem of 
everv administration he served, and the affection of 
every man he commanded. We regret that our nar- 
row limits have not permitted us to copy a few of the 
numerous anecdotes, which enrich the biography 
written by his &ir relative, to which we have already 
referred— a work which we recommend especially to 
the notice of all who delight in the records of generous 
and heroic deeds. 
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EDWARD PREBLE. 




the brilliant roll 
our naval heroes 
name of Preble 

11 iilways stand 
nmnn<^ the most 
conspicuous. 
4 : He was one 
of the most 
active and 
efficient of- 
ficers of his time; and it was by his gallantry and 
consummate ability that the war with Tripoli was 
conducted in a style which reflects the highest honour 
on the American flag. 

CoMHODORB Edwabd Preble was bom August 
15th, 1761, in that part of Falmouth in Cascobaj 
which is now Portland, in the State of Maine. His 
father was the Hon. Jedidiah Preble, who was a 
brigadier-general under the government of the Massa- 
chusetts bay; and, after the revolutionary war began, 
a member of the council and senate. He died in the 
year 1783, aged 77. 

Edward Preble, from early childhood, discovered a 
strong disposition for hazards and adventures, and a 
firm, resolute, and persevering temper. Possessing 

m 
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an athletic and active frame, he d( hghted in exertion, 
and particularly in sporting with a gun, in which he 
displayed superior skill. His constitution^ naturally 
robust, mm corroborated by this athletic exercise. 

His father, with a view to a college educa^on and 
liberal profession for bis son Edward, placed him, at 
a suitable age, at Duniiiicr academy, Newbury, then 
under the care of the late Mr. Samuel Moody, a cele- 
brated teacber. Here he was employed in Latin and 
other studies, and though the bias of his nature to 
action and enterprise proved an overmatch for the 
attractions of literature and sedentary occupation, his 
time at school yielded valuable fruit. The correct- 
ness and propriety of expression in his letters and 
orders, Uie quality and cast of his conversation, and 
the general resources of bis mind showed bim indebted 
to early culture as well as to the opportunities he 
enjoyed from much intercourse with the world and 
nis standing in society. He doubtless, with otherSi 
experienced the benefit of having a preceptor who 
made it his care and gratification to discover and fan 
the spark of honourable ambition in the minds of his 
.pupils. He was particularly attentive to their cha- 
racteristic individual traits ; and fond of viewing them 
on the most favourable and indulgrat side. He was 
struck with the marks of a fearless invincible sjurit 
in Preble ; and though aware of its disadvantages and 
hazards to its possessor, was disposed, in this instance, 
accompanied as it was with ingenuous feelings and a 
disdain of all baseness, to regard it as a prognostic 
of good, A single anecdote in illustration we venture 
to record, trusting that none of our readers, young or 
old, will receive it in HI part, or think it capable of 
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any evil use. The good preeeptor, with a dear love « 
for his pxxjpSHSf was liable aometunes to gusts of passion, 
portoiitous in appeaia&oey fhooi^ commoiilj harmless 
in effset On one occasion^ our hero»in an encounter 
wilb a schoolfellow, had given m blow, which covered 
his face with blood On the boy presenting himself 
in this plight in school, and announcing Preble as the 
author of his misfortune, the master's ire was raised to 
a tempest ■seizing the fire-shovel, he sprung towards 
the offender, and aimed a hkom at his head; which, 
however, he 4ook care ehoold jast escape on one side 
of his mark, and &11 fm ^e det^. He repeated the 
motion, bringing down his deadly weapon on the 
other side with the utmost violence. The boy never 
changed his attitude or countenance, sitting perfectly 
arect, and looking calmly at the assailant. The latter, 
from beiii^ pale and quivering with rage became in<- 
standy composed, and turning awaj exclaimed " that 
HbHow will make a general'^ Against the wishes and 
hopes of his father, Edward persisted in that predilec- 
tion for the sea which he had always shown ; and 
leaving school after two or three years, he entered on 
tK)ard a sMp. His first voyage was to Europe in a ' 
letter of marque, Captain Frend. On their return, 
they had a severe time on the coast through head 
innds and extreme cold. The young sailor was 
conspicuous fur activity and usefulness in this 
trying exigence. 

About the year 1779 he became midshipman in the 
■state ship Protector, twenty-six guns, commanded by 
that brave officer, John •Foster Williams, who hat 
always spoken wHh emphasis of the courage and good 
conduct of Mr. Pr^e, while 'at his shipu 
S 12* 
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On the fust cruise of the Protector, she enf^a^d 
off Newfouudiaiid, the letter of marque Admiral DutT, 
of thirty-six guns. It was a short but bard-fought 
action. Tbe vessels were constantly very near, and 
much of the time alongside,, so that balls- were thrown 
iVom one to the other by hand. The Duff struckr 
bul taking fire about the same time, she in a few 
minutes blew up. Between thirty and forty of her 
people were saved and taken on board the Protector,^ 
where a malignant fever soon spread and carried off 
two-thirds of Captain Williams's crew. He returned 
to an eastern port, and landing his prisoners and 
recruiting his men sailed on a second cruise. Falling 
in with a British sloop of war and frigate, the Pro- 
tector was captured. The principal officers were 
taken to England, but Preble, by the interest of a 
friend of bis father. Colonel William Tyng, obtained 
bis release at New York, and returned to bis friends. 

He then entered as first lieutenant on board the 
sloop of war Winthrop, Captam George Little, who 
had been Ciiptain A\ Uliams's second in coiiimaiid in 
the Protector, had scaled the walls of his prison at 
Plymouth, and with one other person escaping in a 
wherry to France, took passage thence to Boston. 

One of Mr. Preble's exploits, while m this station, 
has been often mentioned as an instance ef daring 
courage and cool intrepidity net less than of good 
fortune. He boarded and cut out an Jiliiglish aniitd 
brig of superior force to the Winthrop lying in 
Penobscot harbour, under circumstances which justly 
gave the action great eda^. Little bad taken the 
brig's tender, from whom he gained such information 
of the situation of the brig, as made him resolve to 
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attempt seizing on ber by surprise. He ran her 
alongside in the night, having prepared forty men to 
jump into her, dressed in white frocks, to enahks 
them to distinguish friend from foe* Coming close 
upon her he was hailed by the enemy, who, as was 
said, supposed the Winthrop must be her tender, and 
who cried out, " you will run aboard He answered, 
** I am coming aboard," and immediately Preble, with 
fourteen men, sprung into the brig. The motion of 
the vessel was so rapid that the rest of the forty des- 
tmed for boarding missed their opportunity. Little 
called to his lieutenant, "will you not have more 
men?*' "No," he answered with great presence of 
mind and a loud voice, " we have have more than we 
want; we stand in each other's way." Those of the 
enemy's crew who were on deck chiefly leaped over 
the side, and others below from the cabin window, 
and swam to the shore, which was within pistol-shot 
Preble instantly entering the cabin found the officers 
in bed or just rising : he assured them they were his 
prisoners, and that resistance was vain, and, if at- 
tempted, would be fatal to them. Believing: they 
were surprised and mastered by superior iminlK rs 
they forbore any attempt to rescue the vessel and 
submitted. The troops of the enemy marched down 
to the shore, and commenced a brisk firing with mud* 
kets, and the battery opened a cannonade, which, 
however, was too high to take eflfect. In the mean- 
time the captors beat their prize out of the harbour, 
exposed for a considerable space to volleys of mus- 
ketry, and took her in triumph to Boston. 

Lieutenant Preble continued in the Winthrop till 
the peace of 1783, This vessel is acknowledged to 
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have rendered eminent sct\ ice by protecting our trade 
near our chores, and picking up a great number of tiie 
fimall privateers which isaiied ixom the British porU 
to the eastward. 

From this period the flagof onraatioB begantobe 
displayed in every sea, aad her ships to ylaift evety 
mart in both hemispheres. Mr. Preble was a ship- 
maBter in succeb2»ive voyages, tu various places, uear 
and distant. 

In the year 1798, the ac^umuiiated injuries and 
insults of the rulers of Franee awakened a i^uit of 
resistance in the people and gomrnnent of this cow 
try. The president nttmd a loud call for a navy, 
and obtained a hearing. That class of our statesmen 
and citizens, who had always thoiight a maritime 
force an indispensable instrument both of defence and 
negoUatioDy and who had often before pleaded for it 
in vain, embraced the occasion to begin the good 
work. In this and the following year, fifteen frigates, 
and about twelve other vessels of war were built and 
commissioned. It was fortunate for the prosperity 

and usefuhiess of this infant establishment that many 
of the naval heroes of the revolution, who had been 
accustomed to maritime warfare, were of an age to 
be employed in. the service, and acknowledged the 
daim of their country to the benefit of their ex- 
perience. 

Of the five first lieutenants, first appointed, Mr. 

Preble was one. In the fall and winter of 17U8-9 he 
made two cruiges as commandant of the brig Picker- 
ing. The next year, 1799, he received a captain's 
commission, and the ocnDmand of the frigate Essex, of 
tbirty-siz guna. January 1800, he made a voyage in 
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her to Batavia, wlulher he was eent with Captaih 
James Sever in the Congress to eonvoy our home* 

ward bound trade from India and the East. 

The day after leaving: port, ii snow storm came on, 
and they parted from the three vessels under convoy 
out On the li^th, in a heavy gale, he lost sight of 
the Congress. She unfortunately was dismasted and 
obliged to pat hack. The Essex pursued the Toyage 
alone ; after waiting a suitable time at the Cape of 
Good Hope to see if the Congress would come up, 
she sailed for Batavia. Before and after arriving at 
that port, Captain Prehle made two craises of a fort- 
night each in the straits of Sunda. In June, he took 
mider convoy home, fourteen sail of American mer- 
ehantmen, valued at several millions of dollars. He 
was separated IW)m tiiem in a tremendous gale off the 
bank of Lagullos — but most of them rejoined him 
afterwards at St Helena, and were protected till they 
were considered out of danger. He met few cniisers 
of the enemy. He gave keen chase to a French cor- 
vettCy from the Isle of France, which he would have 
overtaken, but the wind dying away, die escaped by 
means of her sweeps. He arrived at New York near 
the end of the year. He had been sick on the voyage, 
and failed in health exceedingly afterwards. Being 
appointed to the Adams for the Mediterranean, he was 
too feeble to take command, and was obliged to resign 
her to Captain Campbell. 

In the year 1803 he vm sufficiently recovered to 
enter again upon duty. At this time he commenced 
a career in which he acquired great honour ; and ex- 
alted the character and evinced the importance of our 
infant navy. 
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In May of that year he was appointed to the com- 
mand of the frigate Constitution, then lying in Boston, 
which he was instructed to get ready for aea. In 
June he received orders to take charge of the squadron 
destined to act in the Mediterranean, as soon as it 
should be prepared ; consisting of seven sail, viz : — 
the Constitution, forty-four guns; Philadelphia, foily- 
four — already on the station ; Argus, eighteen ; 8iren, 
sixteen; Nautilus, sixteen; Vixen, sixteen; Enter- 
prise, fourteen. This force was committed to his 
direction, for the purpose of protecting eflfectually the 
commerce and seamen of the United States against 
the Tripolitan cruisers on the Atlantic ocean, the 
Mediterranean, and adjoining seas. 

The squadron sailed on the 13th of August, and 
reached Gibraltar on the 13th of September. Here 
Commodore Preble learned from Captains Bainbridge 
and Rogers, that they had seized and detained in 
the Mediterranean, sereral vessels belonging to the 
Emperor of Morocco, and evidently sailing with 
orders to cruise for Americans. In consequence of 
this information, Preble wrote to Mr. Simpson, the 
American Consul at Tangier, desiring him to assure 
the court of Morocco, that the United States desired 
to maintain peace with his Majesty on proper terms; 
but that he should punish as a pirate every Moorish 
cruiser who should be fuuiid to have taken an Ameri- 
can. Rogers was to remain a few days on the station, 
and then join Commodore Preble in Tangier bay, to 
assist adjusting affairs with the Emperor. 

On the 17th, Freble hoisted a white flag in Tangier 
bay, where he appeared with the Constitution and 
John Adams, having on board the principal Moorish 
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officers of the prizes taken by Bainbridgc and Rogers. 
The American consul was not allowed to come on 
board, but remained confined in his house, guarded 
by sentinels, and having no commanication with the 
ship, but by writing on an open slip of paper. The 
Emperor was at Fez, at this time, and the governor 
at Tetuan. 

Preble behoved that the Moorish court had long 
meditated war, and waited only a favourable oppor- 
tunity for declaring it He.detennined, therefore, to 
take a decided course, and convince the En^eror that 
the system of concession was abandoned. Rogers 
would co-operate witli him ; and Preble gave orders 
to liis squadron to liring in for examination all vessels 
belonging to the Emperor and his subjects. He also 
despatched several vessels to cruise off the coast of 
Morocco, and the Philadelphia and Vixen io lie before 
Tripoli. 

The American consul explained these hostile move- 
ments to the Emperor, who replied, that if the 
governor's orders to capture and detain American 
vessels, had been given under a general discretion, he 
would refuse his sanction to them. 

On the 5th of October, the Commodore anchored 
in Tangier bay, about a mile and a half from the cir- 
cular battery, having the Nautilus in company. The 
frigates New York and Joitn Adams joined him on 
the 6th ; and, on the same day, his Moorish Majesty 
arrived, and encamped on the beach, opposite the 
squadron, with a force of about five thousand foot 
and horse. Preble ordered the ship to be dressed, 
and a salute of twenty-one guns to be fired, to which 
the battery returned an equal number. The same 
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was done by the other frigates the following morning. 
The Emperor ordered ^ present of bullocks, sheep 
and fowls for the squadron, as a token of good will ; 
and die ccmsul gave infonnatton that Uie negotiation 
would be opened' on the airiTal of the Emperor'i 
minister. 

On the 8lh, the Emperor visited the beach in order 
to view the squadron. The Constitution fired the 
usual salute of twenty-one guns, which greatly grati- 
fied his M^lesty. SeveraLrespeetable Moors^-among 
them the captain of the port — came off to see their 
friends, who were prisoners on board. The consul 

gave notice next day that the Emperor had ordered 
the release of the American hn^ at Mogadore, and 
that the 11th was appointed for an audience with the 
Commodore. On the day assigned, Preble landed 
and repaired to the court, accompanied by Col Lear» 
Mr. MorriSy and two midshipmen. He desired, in 
case of any forcible detention, tiiat the commandhig 
ofljccr on board would cuter iiito no treaty fur bis 
release; but open an immediate fire upon the town. 
They were ushered into the presence of the court 
with the usual formalities, and conversed for some 
time with the Emperor through an interpreter. His 
Majesty expressed much sorrow that any difl^nce 
had occurred^ dtssTOwed having given any hostile 
orders, declared he would restore all American ves- 
sels, detained in consequence of any of his governor's 
acts, and oJQiered to renew the treaty of 1786. 

The Commodore and consul, on the part of the 
United States, promised that the Emperors property 
should be ratored, and the orders of capture revoked. 
An interview was then held with the minister, the 
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details setUed, and the mutual stipulations were forth- 
with executed. The Emperor fbnushed a formal 
ratification of the treaty of 1786,and a letter of peace 
aad amitj to the President Thus, by the happy 

union of prudence and energy, seconded by a compe- 
tent force, we escaped war with a power, from his 
formidable situation, and placed our afiairs with him 
in a better condition than before the variance. 

The Commodore having nothing at present to fear 
from Morocco, was at liberly to direct his principal 
attention to Tripoli. The season, however, was too 
far advanced for active and permanent operations 
ag:ainst the enemy. Yet this officer did not indul^^e 
himself in repose, or sutler his foi ces to be idle. In 
cruising, where they necessarily at this time of year 
encountered a rough sea and tempestuous weather, in 
supplying convoy, and in maintuning the blockade of 
Tripoli, when practicable, tiie squadron was fully and 
arduously employed. It was apparent that the Com- 
modore aimed to do all that was possible, and not 
merely what was convenient. The FhUadclphia and 
Vixen had been ordered to the coast of Tripoli. The 
Commodore now formally declared the blockade of 
that place, and sent notice of the fact to the ministers 
and consuls of the United States, to be communicated 
to tlie respective neutral powers. He found it ex- 
pedient to go to Cadiz, in order to make up his 
complement of men, and procure a few supplies not 
to be obtained at that time at Gibraltar. An un- 
pleasant circumstance, not expected, seldom before 
experienced by our public vessels, and afterwards 
remedied by orders of Lord Nelson, made him willing 

to shorten his stay at the last mentioned port. Several 
T 13 
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commanders of British ships of war lying there, in- 
sisted on retaining those deserters trom the Commo- 
dore's squadrotiy who were believed to be British 
subjects. It was indispensable to the exercise of 

discipline, to be protected in his ri^ht to his own 
St iuuen. The refusal of this essential courtesy, in 
the present instance, was one reason of his fixing on 
Syracvise, instead of Malta, for his rendezvous. 

Our officer returned from Cadiz on the sixth of 
November; and having allotted the Argus, Captain 
Hall, to the Gibraltar station, and disposed of his 
other force, he proceeded to Algiers, where he was 
to leave Colonel Lear, tlic consul general. On the 
22df he sailed from Algiers for Syracuse ; and on his 
voyage was informed of the disastrous loss of the 
Philadelphia, Captain William Bainbridge. On the 
Slst of October, after pursuing a Tripolitan corsair 
till she came to seven fathoms water, in beating off, 
she ran on a rock, not laid down in any chart, about 
four and a half nules from the town. Every exertion 
to get her otT proved ineffectual. Meanwhile she was 
attacked by numerous gunboats, which she withstood 
for four hours, whilst the careening of the ship made 
the guns totally useless. A reinforcement coming 
off, and no possible means of resisting them appear- 
ing, the captain submitted to the horrid necessity of 
strikinp; to his barbai uus enemy. They took posses- 
sion of the ship, and made prisoners of the officers 
and men — in number three himdred — with robbery, 
violence, and insult. In forty-eight hours, the wind 
blowing in shore, the Tripolitans were able to get off 
the frigate, and having raised her guns, towed her into 
the harbour of Tripoli. The Commodore appre- 
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hendecl the worst from this diminution of his force — 
a war with Tunis, and perhaps, with Algiers, at Inast, 
a protractiuii of the present war. He could not but 
hope the government would repair this loss by another 
frigate in the spring, and also would famish him with 
more small Tessels or gunboats. .His idea of the 
amount and distribution of force to be desired, he 
mentions in a subsequent letter, observing — "we 
ought to liri\ 0 a brig and sciiuoner to cruise lietwocn 
Cape Bon and Sicily ; a brig or schooner oU Gape 
Margaret, to the south of Tripoli ; a brig on the coast 
of Calabria; two frigates, with one schooner and some 
gun and mortar boats, before Tripoli, and a brig and 
schooner to cruise from Derne to Bengaza. With 
such a force, so disposed, Tripoli might soon be 
broup^ht to any terms wr might please to dictate." 

He proceeded to Syracuse, where he was received 
with much hospitality, and aided by the governor with 
the accommodations he needed for his squadron. H# 
also found Sir Alexander Ball, at Malta, (which he 
soon visited,) disposed to show him every good office. 
December 1 Uh, he sailed with the Enterprise, on a 
winter cruise, amidst boisterous weatiif r ; for many 
days it blew a gale. On the morning of the 23d, the 
Enterprise captured a ketch in sight of Tripoli, which 
left that port in the night, bound to Bengaza. She 
was under Turkish colours, and navigated by Turks 
and Greeks ; but had on board two Tripolttan officers 
of distinction, a son of one of the officers, a number 
of Tripoline soldiers, and forty or more blacks — men 
and women — slaves belonging to the Bashaw and his 
.subjects. He at first determined to release the vessel 
and men claimed by the Turkish captain, and retain 
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the Tripolines, about sixty in nuiiibcr, as prisoners, 
hoping they would afford an advantage in negotiation, 
and, perhaps, be exchanged for some of our country- 
men. Before this determination was- executed, he 
ascertained that the captain had heen actiye m taking 
the Philadelphia. Having received on board this 
very vessel one liuiidred Tripolitans, armed ^vith 
swords and mnskets, and substituted the colours of 
the enemy for his own, he assaulted the frigate, and 
when she was boarded, plundered the officers. He 
had no hesitation in retaining the vessel ; because she 
was either a Tripoline, and then a prize, or a Turk, 
and then a pirate. She was not in a condition to be 
sent to tlie United States. He transmitted her 
papers to ^nnernment, and, some time after, had her 
appraised, and took her into the service as the ketch 
Intrepid. 

February Sd, 1804, Lieutenant Stephen Decatur, 
with seventy volunteers,, in the Intrepid, and accom- 
panied by tilie Sjrren, sailed for Tripoli, with a view 

to destroy, as they could not in any event expect to 
briiijr out the frrjrate Philadelphia. On the 16th, the 
service was accomplished in th^ most gallant manner. 
Lieutenant Decatur entered the harbour of Tripoli 
4 in the night; and laying his vessel alongside the 
frigate, boarded and carried her against all opposition. 
A large number of men were on board, of whom 
twenty or thirty were slain, and the rciiuuiHkr driven 
over the side, excepting; one boat's crow, which 
escaped to the shore» and one person made prisoner. 
The assailants then set fire to her and left her. She 
was soon in a complete blaze, and was totally 
consumed. The frigate lay within half gun-shot of 
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the castle and the principal battery, with her guns 
mounted and loaded, and two corsairs, full o( men, 
were riding very near. We bad none killed, and 
only one wounded. 

From this time till the bombardment of Tripoli, 
the Commodore was occupied in craisiDg, in keeping 
up the blockade of the Tripoline harbour, and in 
making preparations for an attack. He took the 
utmost pains to convey supplies and information to 
Captain Bainbridge, and his ofiOicers and men ; and, 
after a time, hj means of the good offices of Sir 
Alexander Ball, succeeded. He tried several times 
to negotiate for a ransom and treaty ; but the demands 
of the regency were sometimes ridiculously extrava- 
gant, and, when lowest, bcyoiid what he tliuught 
himself permitted to accord. The designs of warfare 
he had entertained were checked by a solicitude for 
the release of bis countrymen; though he may, by 
some persons, perht^s, be thought to have indulged 
too far his aversion to the payment of a considerable 
ransom. He found himself able to make their situa- 
tion as comfortable as the nature of it would admit ; 
and he believed that the intliction of suffering and 
terror, when the lime ishould come, upon the enemy, 
would not produce, as it did not, any long continued 
aggravation of the evils of Ihetr condition, while it 
would essentially serve bis country. Indeed, after 
tlic destruction of the Pluladelpliia, the Bashaw at 
first affected to avenge himself hy a severer treatment 
of the captives ; but this was not long persisted in. 
It was supposed that in case of n formidable attack 
on the town, the worst that would happen to tbem 
would be to be taken into the country for safe keeping. 
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. It must, however, be confessed impossible for any 
one to have said to what lengths the fury and fanati- 
cism of that people might go, if no conceseion was 
made to their pride or amice, or the pressure of the 
war should drive them to desperation ; our unfortu- 
nate ( uuiitrymuii must often have shuddered at the 
thought of their possible destiny. When the First 
Consul of Franoe, in March) at the instance of Mr. 
Livingston, directed his commissary at this regency 
to mediate for their release, Mr« Beaussier undertook 
tiie office; and announced to the Ck)mmodore, that 
one hundred and fifty thousand dollars, with some 
usual gratuities, would probably effect the object, and 
that, perhaps, a cartel for the oxchange of prisoners 
might be negotiated, which would reduce the sum. 
The Commodore did not think himself authorized to 
agree to these terms, asd never would go beyond 
eighty thousand ; not that the amount was important, 
except on principle, and as it might affect our rela- 
tions to the other Barbary powers. In June, the 
Russian court, through their rainisler at the Porte, 
iuterposed ; but did not bring the regency to our con- 
ditions. From first to last, it was a point of honour 
with his excellency, the Bashaw, not to give up the 
American captives for a less sum than had been 
usually received from most of the powers of Europe, 
in turn for the ransom of captives of like number rmd 
quality. Even after the bombardmenl in the ensuing 
summer, he was not ready to yield, though he was 
really sick of the war. In his view, be was conquered 
when he ceased to be amply paid for his prisoners. 
He finally accepted sixty thousand dollars, satisfied, 
no doubt, that pur naval armament would be coeval 
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at least with his hostility, if not at all times oquallj 
actiye and formidable ; but especially at that moment 
apprehensive that his brother's general, Eaton, if not 
disarmed by negotiation, would reinstate Hamet in 
the sovereignty of Tripoli. 

On the 1st of April, the Commodore went to dis- 
play force at Tunis ; where he found a Tripoline 
polacre dismantled, having been blockaded for sixteen 
days by Captain Decatur. The Bey of Tunis had^ 
for some time» been uneasy at his treaty with the 
United States. Why should he not, like Algeirs, 
have an annual stipend ? He insisted that the Com- 
modore should land and satisfy him for some property 
alleged to be unlawfully seized by the former squadron. 
The Commodore made a short answer, that it was 
not his business, and that he must put to sea. He 
found it necessary to watch Tunis during the whole 
of his command. In the spring he took another 
prize, a Tripoline; and, upon the presumption of her 
being condemned, she was estimated, equipped, and 
put in commission, called the Scourge. 

Finding that force did not arrive from the United 
States, our officer resolved to endeavour to make some 
use of the friendship of Naples. Although he was 
without diplomatic authority, the minister, General 
Acton, from personal respect and good will to the 
service, favoured his application to the Kmp:, and 
the Commodore obtained, as a friendly loan from the 
King to the United States, six gunboats and two 
• bomb vessels, completely fitted for service; also 
liberty to ship twelve or fifteen Neapolitans to serve 
under our flag in each boat. 

With this addition to his armament, on the 21st 
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July he joined the detaehment off Tripoli. His force 
eonsteted of the frigate ConsUtution, fortj-four guii8» 
twenty-four lb. ; brig Argus, eighteen guns, twenty- 
four lb.; brig Syren, eighteen guns, eighieeu lb.; 
Scourge; schooner Vixen, sixteen guns, six lb.; 
schooner Nautilus, sixteen guns, six lb ; Enterprise, 
fourteen guns, six lb.; six gunboats of one brass 
twenty-six pounder each ; and two bombard ketches^ 
each carryiii<; a thirteen inch mortar; the whole 
number of men one thousand and sixty. 

The enemy had on liis castle and several batteries, 
one hundred and fifteen guns; fifty-five of which 
were heavy battering brass cannon — ^the others long 
eighteen and twelve pounders; nineteen gunboats, 
with each a long brass eighteen or twentf-four 
pounder in the bow and two howitzers abaft. He 
had two sdiooners of eight guns each, a brig of ten, 
and two gallies, ba\'ing each four guns. In addition 
to the ordinary Turkisli garrison, stationed upon the 
fortifications, and the crews of the boats and armed 
vessels, computed at about three thousand, the Bashaw 
had called in to the defence of his city more than 
twenty thousand Arabs. These forces were arranged 
in the positions best adapted for repelling an attaclr, 
and also for seizing the occasion of falling upon any 
detachment of the invading force, which could be 
drawn from the main body.* 

The weather prevented the squadron from ap< 
preaching the enemy till the isth, when, after 

* A detail of the operatioiis of tlie American Seek in tha MedHer- 
Taiwan, lyjr W. Eaton, Esi|.y eonpafed with Gommodoia PieUe'a 
deqMlchea, jonnial, oonespondenoe, and other letters from officers in 
the squadton, have anpplied the fuM in ihe nanatifa fiom whkh the 
Idlovios akaleh ia oooipikd. 
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anchoriBg within two and a half miles of his line of 
defence, the wind suddenly shifted and increased to 
a gale. They were compelled to weigh and gain an 
offing. On the Ist of August, the gale subsided, and 

the squadron on the 3d, (the weather being pleasant 
and the wind at east) at noon were within two or 
three miles of the batteries, which were ail closely 
' manned 

The Commodore, observing that several of the 
enemy's boats had taken a station (without the reef 
of rocks, which covers the entrance of tiie harbour, 

about two miles from its bottom, resolved to take ad- 
vantajre of this circuiiistarice, and made signal for the 
squadron to come within speaking distance, when he 
communicated to the several commanders his inten* 
tion of attacking the shipping and batteres. The 
gun and mertar boats were immediately manned, and 
prepared to cast off. The gunboats in two divisions 
of three each — the first division under Captain Somcrs 
on bnnrd No. 1, with Lieutenant James Decatur in 
No. 2, and Lieutenant Blake in No. 3. The second 
division under Captain Decatur in No. 4, with Lieu- 
tenant Bainbridge in No. 5, and Lieutenant Trippe 
in No. 6. The two bombards were eonmianded by 
Lieutenant commandant Dent, and by Mr. Robinson, 
first lieutenant of the Commodore's ship. At half-past 
one o'clock, the squadron stood for the batteries — at 
two, cast oif the gunboats ; at half-past two, signal 
for the bombs and boats to advance and attack, and 
in fifteen minutes after, signal was given for general 
action. It was commenced by the bombs throwing 
shells into the town. In an instant the enemy's lines 
opened a tremendous fire from not less than two 
U 
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hundred gona, which was promptly returned by the 
whole squadron, now within musket-shot of the prin- 
cipal hatteries. 

At this moment Captain Decalur^with his three 

gunboats, attacked the enemy's eastern tlivisiun, con- 
sisting of nine. He was soon in the centre of them, 
and the iire of grape, langrage and musketry was 
changed to a deadly personal combat with the bayonet^ 
spear, sabre and tomahawk.. Captain Decatur grap- 
pled one of the enemy's boats, and boarded with but 
fifteen men. He parried the blows of five Turks, 
ivlio fell upon him with scimctars, so as to receive no 
injury, till a blow from the boat's captain, a powerful 
Turk, cleft liis blade in two. He instantly closed with 
the Turk, but, overpowered by muscular strength, he 
feU under him across the gunnel of the boat In this 
position he drew a side pistol, and killed his antago^ 
nist. Meantime, his sergeant and a marine soldier, 
seeing his danger, flew to his relief, und engaged and 
slew the other four assailants. By tliis time the other 
thirteen men had vanquished the residue of the crew, 
thirty-one in number, and the boat's colours were 
hauled down. Captain Decatur left this boat in 
charge of an officer, and inmiediately with Lieutenant 
M'Donoiigl), and eight men beside himself^ laid another 
boat on board, w liich he carried, after a desperate and 
bloody encounter of a few minutes. The fierce des- 
peration of the Arnaout Turks, who value themselves 
on never yielding, made the slaughter of the enemy in 
these conflicts immense. The two prizes of Captain 
Decatur had thirty-three officers and men killed, and 
twenty-seven made prisoners, nineteen of whom wer» 
severely wuuudcd. 
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Lieutenant Trippe boarded one of the enemy's 
large boats with only a midshipman, Mr. Jonathan 
Henley, and nine men. His boat falling off before 
any more could join him, he was left to conquer or 
perish with the fearful odds of eleven to tiurtyHiix. 
In a few minutes, however, though for a moment the 
victory seemed dubious, the enemy was subdued ; 
fourteen of them lost their lives, and twenty-two sub- 
mitted to be prisoners ; seven of whom were badly 
wounded. Lieutenant Trippe received eleven sabre 
wounds, some of which were deep and dangerous. 
The blade of his sword also yielded. He closed vntk 
the enemy; both fell, but, in the struggle, Trippe 
wrested the Turk's sword froui him, and with it 
pierced his body. Mr. Henley, in this encounter, 
displayed a valour joined to a coolness that would 
have honoured a veteran. Lieutenant Bainbridge 
had his lateen-yard shot away, which baffled his utp 
most exertions to get alongside the enemy's boats; 
but his active and well directed fire within musket 
shot was very etroctivc. At oiie time he had in his 
ardour pushed forward so that his boat grounded 
within pistol shot of one of the enemy's formidable 
batteries, and where he was exposed to .volleys of 
musketry. But, by address and courage, he ese- 
tricated hunself from this situation, and, so ill- 
- directed was the enemy's fire, without receiving any 
injury. 

Captain Somers was not able to fetch far enough 
to windward, to co-operate with Decatar. But he 
bore down upon the leeward division of the enemy, 
and, with his single boat, within pistol-shot attacked 
five full manned boats, defeated and drove them in a 

U 

ft 
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shattered condition, and with the loss of many liveSi 
under shelter of the rocks. 

Lieutenant Decatur, in No. engaged with one of 
the eneiiiy's largest boats, which struck after the loss 
of the o^rcatest part of her men. At the moment this 
brave young oilicer was stepping on board his prize, 
he was shot through the head by the Turkish captain, 
-who, by this means, escaped, while the Americans 
were recovering the body of their unfortunate com- 
mander. 

The two bomb vessels kept their station, although 
often covered with the spray of the sea, occasioned by 
the enemy's shot. They kept up a constant fire and 
threw a great number of shells into the town. Five 
of the enemy's gunboats and two gallies, composing 
their centre division, stationed within the rocks, joined 
by the boats which had been driven in, and reinforced, 
twice attempted to row out and surround our gun- 
boats and prizes. They were as often foiled by the 
vigilance of the Commodore, who gave signal to the 
brigs and schooners to cover them, which was properly 
attended to by these vessels, all of which were gal- 
lantly conducted, and annoyed the enemy exceedingly. 
The fire of the Constitution hud its ample share in 
this bombardment. It kapi the enemy's flotilla in 
constant disorder, and produced no inconsiderable 
e£fect on shore. The ir^te was constantly in easy • 
motion ; and always found where danger threatened 
to defeat the arrangements of the day. Several times 
she was within two cables' length of the rocks, and 
three of the batteries, every one of which were suc- 
cessively silenced as often as hnr broadside could be 
brought to bear on them ; but having no large vessels 
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to secure these advantages, when circumstances com- 
pelled her to change her position, the silenced batteries 
were reanimated. "We suffered most," says the 
Commodore) "when wearing or tacldng. It was 
then I most sensibly felt the want of another frigate." 

At half-past four, the wind liiclining to the north- 
ward, and at the same time the enemy's flotilla having 
retreated behind coverts which shielded them from 
our shot, while our people were necessarily much ex- 
hausted by two hours and a half severe exertion, signal 
was given for the gunboats and bombs to retire from 
action ; and, immediately after, to the brigs and 
schooners to take the gunboats and their prizes in 
low, which was handsomely executed, the whole 
covered by a heavy fire from the Constitution. In 
fifteen minutes the squadron was out of reach of the 
enemy's shot, and the Commodore hauled off to give 
tow to the bomb ketches. 

The squadron were more than two hours within 
grapeshot distance of the enemy's batteries, and under 
a constant fire. But the damage received was in no 
proportion to the apparent danger, or to the effect 
produced by the assailants. The firigate took a 
thirty-two pound shot in her mainmast, about thirty 
feet from the deck, her sails and rigging were con- 
siderable cut; one of her qitartcrdeck guns was in- 
jured by a row 11(1 slmt, wlilcli burst in pieces and 
shattered a marint r s arm, but not a man was killed 
on board of her. The other vessels and boats suffered 
in their rigging, and had sundry men wounded, but 
lost none exc.ept Lieutenant Decatur, the brother of 
the Captain* Decatur, so conspicuous in this vrar. 
Several circumstances explain this impunity of our 
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squadron. Where the engagement was cloae— a» 
with the boats— the impetaositj of the attack as well 
as oar more dexterous use of the weapons of de- 
struction overpowered and appalled the enemy. The 

barbaiiaiib are uii.skillul gunners. The shower of 
grapeshot annoyed and discomposed them in the 
aplicatioQ of what littie skill they possessed. The 
assailing party l^re so near as to be- overshot bj 
the batteries ; especially as the managers of the guns 
were so fearful of exposing tlieir heads above the 
parapets, as easily to oversight their object. 

Very different was the result of this conflict to the 
enemy. The American fii c^ was not an empty peal, 
but a messenger of death in every direction. The 
three captured boats had one hundred and three men 
on board, forty-seven of whom were killed, twenty-six 
wounded, and thirty only fit for duty. Three other 
boats were sunk with their entire crews, and the 
decks of their vessels in the harbour were swept of 
numbers. The effect on shore was not so g:reat as 
in the shippmg, but still such as to spread constcrna- 
tion. Several Turks were killed and wounded, and 
many guns of the fort dismounted, and the town was 
considerably damaged. 

As might be expected, the bombardment made a 
powerful impression on the mind of the enemy. The 
buniii)^^ of the Philadelphia could not fail to make 
the Bashaw and his people apprehend something 
serious from the present commander. When the 
squadron was seen standing in, however, he affected 
contempt, and surveying them from his palace, ob- 
served, "they will mark their distance for tacking; 
tboy arc a sort of Jews who have no notion of fight- 
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fng.'* The palace and terraces of the houses were 

crowded with spectators to see the chastisement the 
Bashaw's boats ^vould give the squadron, if they 
approached too near. This exultation was very 
tnmsient The battle was scarcely joined, when no 
one was seen on shore, except on the batteries. 
Many of the kbabitants fled into the country ; and 
the Bashaw, it is said, retreated, with his priest, to 
his bomb-proof room. An intelligent ulFicer of the 
Philadelphia, then in captivity, observes, that the 
Turks asked if those men that fought so were Ame- 
ricans, or infemals in Christian shape, sent to 
destroy the sons of the Prophet *'The English, 
French and Spanish consuls,'^ say they, " have told 
us that they are a youngs nation, and got their inde* 
peiidcnce by means of France ; that they had a small 
navy and their olBcers wore inexperienced, and that 
they were merely a nation of merchants, and, that, by • 
taking their ships and men, we should get great 
ransoms. Instead of this, their Preble pays us a coin 
of shot, shells, and hard blows ; and sent a Decatur, 
ht a dark night, with a band of Christian dogs fierce 
and cruel as tlie tiger, who killed our brothers and 
burnt our ships before our eyes." 

On the 5th August, the Commodore prevailed on a 
French privateer which had left TripoU that morning, 
to leturn with fourteen wounded Tripolines, whose 
wounds had been carefully dressed, and whom the 
Commodore sent with a letter to the Badnw's min- 
ister. These prisoners, it is said, informed the prince 
that the Americans ai liatlle were fiercer than lions, 
but, in the treatment of their captives, were even more 
kind than the Musselman. The barbarian at first 
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misunderstood the motive of sending these men» hut 
afterwards professed to he pleased with the act, and 

said if ho took any wounded Americans they should 
be likewise returned; but he would not restore any. 
of the Philadelphia's crew. On the 7th, the privateer 
returned with a letter from the French consul signi- 
fying that the Bashaw had very much lowered his 
tone ; and would prohahly treat on reasonahle terms. 
But nothing definite or satisfactory heing proposed 
by the enemy, and the terms intimated being hi^^her 
than the commander was willing or felt authorized to 
make, he prepared for a second attack. The bomb 
vessels, under lieutenants Crane and Thome, were to 
take a station in a small bay west of the town, whence 
they could distress the town, without being much 
exposed themselves ; the gunboats were to be opposed 
to a seven gun battery, and the brigs and schooners 
. to support them in ease the enemy's flotilla should 
venture out. At half-past two, the assault wag made. 
Within two hours six of the seven guns were silenced. 
Forty-eight shells and about five hundred round shot, 
twenty-four pounders, were thrown into the town and 
batteries, when, between five and six, P. M., the 
squadron retired from action. During the engage- 
ment, the enemy's gunboats and gallies manceuvred 
to gain a position to cut off the retreat of ours; but 
the larger vessels were so arranged as to defeat their 
design. 

In this rencounter, at about half-past three, one of 
the prize boats was blown up by a hot shot from the 

enemy's battery, which passed through her magazine. 

She had on board twenty-eight officers, seamen, 
and marines, ten of whom were killed, and six 
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bounded, among the former were Mr. James Cald- 
well, iirst lieutenant of tlie Siren, and Mr. J. Dorsey, 
SDidshipman. Mr. Spence, midshipmaii, and eleven 
men were taken up unhurt This young officer, was 
superintending the loading of a gun when the ezplcH 
eion took pldce. He, with the sunriTors, finished the 
loading, and having discharged her, whilst the heat 
was sinking, jumped into the sea and was taken up 
by another boat. The loss this day was twenty-two 
killed, and six wounded, two of them mortally. 

It was afterwards ascertained that the enemy suf- 
fered less at this time than on the third. 

At ei^t, in the evening, the John Adams, Captain 
Ohanncey, joined the squadron. By him the Com- 
modore had the first ollicial notice that four frigates 
were on their passage to reinforce his detachment. 
At the same time also he learned, that, by the appoint- 
ment of a senior officer to one of the frigates, he would 
be superseded in the command. The government 
were highly satisfied with the Commodore, hut they 
bad not a sufficient number of captains, juniors to 
Preble, to supply all the frigates sent out; and they 
did not think the saving of his feelings would justify 
the creation of any others. Had they, however, 
known or anticipated his brilliant success at this 
tune, they would, probably, have ventured upon pro* 
motmg one or two of the gallant lieutenants in the 
Mediterranean, in order to keep the Commodore in 
the chief command. 

As the frigates were to sail four days after the 
John Adams, further operations were suspended in 
expectation of their arrival. No assistance could be 
received from this frigate, as her guns had been 
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slowed by the kelson, and their carriages put away 
in the other frigates, to make luom for her cargo, she 
being sent out as a transpurt. 

Captain Chauncey received orders to remain oa 
the Btation, that Commodore Preble might make use 
of his boata and men, should the delay of the expected 
reiBforeement determine him to renew the attack. 
The squadron kept their station before the town,, 
prepared to strike a deciaive blow on liie aiiival of 
Commodore Ban on. 

On the 9th, Commodore Preble, in the brig Argus, 
reconnoitered the harbour. The nci^t day, a flag of 
truce was seen flying on the shore. The Commodore 
sent a boat on shore, which was not permitted to 
land, but returned with a letter from the French 
consul, advising the Commodore that the Bashaw 
would accept five hundred dollars eacli for the ransom 
of the prisoners, and terminate the war without any 
consideration or annuity for peace. 

The amount of the demand was about one hundred 
and fifty thousand dollars,* which the Commodore re* 
jected, but, for the sake of the captives, and to save 
the further effusion of blood, offered eighty thousand, 
and ten thousand for presents. After beginning to 
treat with the French commissary general, the Bashaw 
suspended the negotiation, saying he would wait the 
Fesult of another attack. On the night of the iSSd, 
the bomb vessels, under protection of the gunboats, 
were sent in to bombard the town. The bombard- 
ment commenced at two, A. M., and continued till 
daylight; but, as it was subsequently ascertained, 
without much effect. 

On .the 21t)if the weather proving favourable,, the 
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Commodore stood in for Tripoli, and anchored lus 
sliip two miles N. by E. from fort English ; the light 
vessels keeping under way. A number of bis officers 
and many of the seamen being employed in the boats, 
Captain Chauncey and several of his officers, with 
about seventy seamen, volonteered their services on 
board the Constitution. 

The gunboats, accompanied by the Syren, Argus, 
Vixen, Nautilus, Enterprise, and boats of the squad- 
ron anchored, at three in the morning, within pistol- 
shot of the enemy's lines, with springs on their cables^ 
and commenced a brisk fire on their shipping, towi^ 
batteries, and castle, which waa warmly returned. 
The ships* boats remained with the gunboats to assist 
m boarding the flotilla, in case it should come out, 
ami the brigs and schooners were kept under way, 
either to harrass the enemy or to assist the gunboats. 
At daylight, apprehensive that the ammunition in 
the gunboats must be nearly exhausted, the Com- 
modore weighed anchor, and, standing in, under the 
direct fire of fort English, the castle, crown and mole 
batteries, made signal for the gunboats to retire from 
action. When arrived within a sure distance, he 
opened his linUcry with round and grapeshot, upon 
thirteen gunboats and gallies, which were closely en- 
gaged with ours ; sunk one of them, disabled two, and 
put the rest to flight He continued running in until 
within musket shot of the batteries ; when he hove 
to, fired three hundred round shot, besides grape and 
canister, Into tlic Biibliavv's castle, town and batteries. 
He silenced the castle, and two of the batteries, and 
a Uttle after six hauled ofiT* 
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The gunboats fired four hundred round ehot, 
ttdee grape and canister, with evident efifect 

A boat from the John Adams, with a master's 
mate and eight men on board, was sunk by a double- 
headed shot, which killed three seamen and badly 
wounded another. The effect of ,this attack was 
aerioua on shore. A thirtynsix pound shot penetrated 
the castle and entered the apartment of the prisonersi 
and damage was done to houses, and some fivee 
destroyed. 

The French commissary now renewed the negotia- 
tion for peace, but it was broken in consequence, 
as he thought, of one of the squadron approaching 
the harbour, as a cartel, which, he said, was inter- 
preted by the ignorant and mistrustfol Bashaw as a 
proof of discouragement on the part of the invader. 

On the Sd September, the bomb ketches being re- 
paired, as well as the damages sustained by the other 
vessels in the action of the 27th, the squadron was 
again ready and disposed for another attack on the 
town and batteries. Between three and four o'clock, 
Ae action commenced and soon became general. As 
our gunboats bore down on the boats and gallies of 
the enemy, they gave ground, and retreated under 
cover of the musketry on shore. The brigs and 
schooners pursued with the gunboats as far as the 
depth of the water would permit, and within muaket 
shot of fort English. The action in this quarter now 
became divided. The brigs end schooners with one 
division of the gunboats engaged fort English; the 
other division continued engaged with tlie boats and 
gallies. • 
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The two bomb ketches, while directing their shells 
into the town, were exposed to the direct fire froA 
the Bashaw's castles, the crown, mole, and several 
other batteries. The Commodore, perceiving their 
danger, ran his ship between them and the batteriefl, 
vnthin musket shot, wbere hot less than seventy gAns 
were brought to bear on him, and there discharged 
eleven broadsides with so good effect as to silence 
one of the principal batteries, and to injure the others 
and town materially. The wind veerinj^ to the north- 
ward and begiiming to blow fresh, at half-past four, 
P. M., he gave signal to retire from action under 
oorer of the Constitatioii. In this engagement, al* 
though the frigate and vessels were much damaged, 
not a man was lost. The bomb vessel commanded 
by Lieutenant Robinson had all her shrouds shot 
away, and was so shattered in the hull as to be kept 
above water with difficulty. The Argus received a 
thurty-two pound shot in her hull, which cut away a 
bower cable as it entered, and which so checked its 
velocity, that it fell upon d^k without doing injury. 
. The Commodore had for some time contemplated 
sending a fire ship into the harbour to destroy the 
flotilla, and, at the same time, to tlirow a quantity of 
shells into the town. Captain Somers volunteered 
in this service, and, with the assistance of Lieutenants 
Wadsworth and Israel, fitted out the ketch Intrepid 
for this expedition. An hundred barrels of guQ> 
powder, and one hundred and fifty fixed shells were 
placed in the hold, with fuses and combustibles so 
applied, as to fire them without endangering the re- 
treat of the adventurers. On the evening of the 4th 
September, Captain Somers chose two fast rowing 
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boats ik*om the squadron^ to bring off the people, 
ba^g fired the Tessel. Hie own boat was manned 

by four seamen from * the Nautilus, with Lieutenant 
Wadsworth and six men from the Constitution. At 
eight, they parted from the squadron and stood into 
the harbour, convoyed by the Argus, Vixen, and 
' Nantilus, to within a short distance of the batteries. 
Having gained the inner harbour, and near at the 
ppipt of destination, she was boarded and carried 
by two gallies of one hundred men each. At this 
moment, she exploded. The eflcci was awful. Every 
battery was silenced, and not a gun was fired after- 
wards during the night. Captain Somers is said to 
have declared to a friend, that, in case the Intrepid 
should be boarded, as he was apprehensive, he wbuld 
not be captured. There is every reason to believe 
that on the enemy proving successful, the captain 
seized a quick match and touched a train, which com- 
municated instant fire to the mine — by which he and 
his brave companions found, with the enemy, a com- 
mon death. 

Nothing occurred after this till the two squadrons 
joined, on the 9th of September. Though Commo 
dore Barron took departure from the capes of Vir- 
ginia on the 5th July, and crossed the Atlantic to the 
Western Islands in sixteen days, they were fifty days 
on tiieir passage thence to the coast of Tripoli, having 
experienced forty-one days head winds, and calms in 
the meantime. 

Here ended Mr. Preble's command, so honourable 
to himself, and in both its immediate and distant con- 
sequences important to his country. In naval tactics 
his active and discerning mind anticipated the effect 
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of long and familiar experience, in this enterprise, 
he displayed the rapidity of conception, and prompti- 
tude to act 80 requisite in critica] circumstances, along 
with the foresight, circumspection, and steady perse- 
verance always necessary to success in difficult under- 
takings. The energy and intrepidity which marked 
his character, the passion for achieving deeds of 
honour that glowed in his breast, were emulated and 
shared hy his officers, and fully seconded by hia men^ 
who thought miglity tlungs easy under such a com- 
mander. His conduct of this war made an impres- 
sion on the African governments, that will not soon 
be effaced, and cannot fail, for a lonjr period of time, 
to check their disposition to interrupt the peace that 
has been settled. 

AU joined in the suffirage to the distinguii^ed merits 
of the Commodore. His Holmess, the Pope, is said 
to have remarked, that he had done more towards 
huniLling the antichristian barbarians on that coast, 
than all the Christian States had ever done. Sir 
Alexander Ball, in a letter dated September 20th, 
said— * I heg to repeat my congratulations on the 
services you have rendered your country, and the 
hair-breadth escapes you have had in setting a dis- 
tinguished example. Their bravery and enterprise 
are worthy a great and rising nation. If I were to 
offer ray opinion, it would be that you have done well 
not to purchase a peace with the enemy. A few 
brave men have, indeed, been sacrificed, but they could 
not have fallen in a better cause, and I even conceive 
it advisable to risk more lives rather than submit to 
terms which might encourage the Barbary states to 
add fresh demands and insults." 

Y 15 . 
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After the squadron joined, the Comniodore oitaine^ 

leave to returu home, which he was the more willina: 
to do, as it would give the command of a frigate to 
Captain Decatur. The oti^cers joined m an address 
to tiieir late eommander^ contauung the strongest ex 
preasioDs o£ attadbaent and reapeot The Googvess^ 
of the U^led State» voted the ttiaaks of the Bation> 
and ao en^fismaticalnediEd, wlueh were presented by 
the President with emphatic declarations of esteem- 
and admiration. 

When the CooMnodore returned, he was receiyed 
and treated every where with distinguished attention. 
His countqfmen showed that they were proud of his- 
ftme, and gnitefid for his services. From this time 
be was much consulted and employed by the govern- 
ment in the management of their naval concerns — 
peace was the next year made with Tripoli, and the 
prisoners ransomed— and our navy was not again 
ordered abroad. 

In the latter part of the year 1806, the health of 
Mr. Preble began to decline. It was the same com- * 
plaint — a debility ofthe digestive organsF— under wbicb 
be was near linking a fbw years before. For many^ 
months- he struggled with his diisorder, indulging 
hope of recoveriiijj^ till within ten days of hi& death. 
Finding that the inveteracy of his malady bid defiance 
to medical skiUy he resolved on a water excursion as a^ 
last experiment On Sunday^the 9th of August, 1807^ 
he went on board a packet and stood out to sea, but 
finding no relief he returned on the Thursday follow- 
ing, sensible that the hoar of his dissolution was ap 
proachinf]^. In the view of this event he displayed 
the fortitude which became his chaiacteri and his^ 
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exit was in full correspondence with his hfe. He 
breathed his last on Tuesday^ the 25th of August, 
1807^ in the forty-sixth year of bis age. The inhabit- 
ants of Portland united in every mark of respect to 
bis remauis. On thedayoCbisluiieniVbiisiiiesswas 
sospended, tbe eokurs were displayed at half mast 
from the shipping in the harbour, and he was interred 
with military honoi|is and tbe ceremonies of rehgion 
and masonry. 

On tbe intelligence of bifr death reaching Wariiing- 
tcnii tihe firing of minute gins and o&w marks of 
na^ movmuig were ordered in testimony of the 
bononr doe to the memory of a patriot and hero ; and 
of the unfeigned sorrow produced by bis death. 

The person, air and countenance of Commodore 
Preble answered to his character. His features 
expressed strong pass ions along with manly and 
generous feelings. His attitude was erect yet easy 
and natural^ his step firm, and hia whole appearance 
and port were noble and commending. In the calm 
of domestic Hfe and the society of bis equals, he was 
placid and affectionate ; in the exercise of authority, 
pereniptory and rij^id. But, though ho made himself 
jfearedy and might be thought sometimes imperious 
and severe, yet he retained a strong interest in the 
affections of his officers and men, who were convinced' 
•f the goodness of his disposition and the sincerity 
of bis fHendiAip. If be failed in uniformly restrain* 
ing the unpetuosity of his temper, he had no trait of 
arrogance, malignity or reven<^e in his nature. Signal 
instances of bis humanity and generosity might be 
related. He was patient of labour, and in business 
was remarinble for exactness and despalch. He was* 
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a kind nnghboor and useful publicHipiriied citicen. 
He cherished his relatives with tenderness, and was 

the object of their fond regard. He had been several 
years married, and left a wife and one child — a son — 
to feel his loss, and to inherit the precious legacy of 
his honourable name. At the time he died, he ha4 
nearly conipleted an elegant mansion wfaere* in the 
enjoyment of easy circumstances, and the 9od»ij of a 
beloved family, he had looked for the repose endeared 
by past scenes of toil and danger. It pleased heaven 
to defeat his plans and terminate his prospects by 
untimely death, thus teaching us to value our life by 
the good and noble actions it contains, and not by 
the time it endures.* 

• Port Folio. 



THOMAS TRUXTUN. 

HE subject of the 
present memoir, 
whose deeds shed 
a lustre on the 
infant navy of his 
country, was the 
son of an eminent 
English barris- 
ter of the State 
(then Colony) of 
New York, and 
was born at Long Island, on the 1 7th of February, 
1755. 

Our hero, in consequence of the death of his father, 
was placed under the guardianship of his intimate 
friend, John Troup, Esq., of Jamaica, on Long Island ; 
from whose affectionate care, however, in a short 
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time, the kindling spark of that spirit, which has since 
shone so conspicuously in his character, led ium to 
file sea ; and, at the early age of twelve years, he 
embarked on bis trial Toyage, on board the ship Pitt^ 
Captain Joseph Hobnes, bound to Bristol In the 
following year be was placed^ at his own request, 
under the direction of Captain James Chambers — a 
celebrated commander in the London trade. During 
his apprenticeship, when the armament — in conse- 
quence of the dispute respecting the Falkland Islands ; . 
took place, be was impressed on board the Prudent^ 
an English man of war of sizty«four guns; but was 
afterwards released, in consequence of the application 
of a person in authority. While on board the Pru- 
dent, the captain, pleased with his intelligence and 
activity, endeavoured to prevail on him to remain in 
the service, and assured him that all his interest 
should be used for his promotion : but^ notwith- 
standing the propects .thns opened to bis yonthfol and 
aspiring mind, ss be conceived that bis engagmnents 
with his f(Mnner commander would not permit him 
with honour to indulge his wishes, he left the Prudent^ 
and returned to his old ship. 

In the early part of 1775, he commanded a vessel^ 
sasd was reij successful in bringing considerable 
quantities of powder into the United Colonies; but,, 
about the close of the same year, when bound to St. 
Eustatius, he was seized, off the Island of St. Chris- 
topher, by the British frigate Argo, and detained until 
the general restraininjr hill came out, when his vessel 
and cargo, of which he owned the half, were con- 
demned. But what " ill-wind" can wreck the buoy- 
ant mind of the sailor ? He made his waj from St. 
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Ohristopher's to St. fiustatiost and thence, embarking 
ia a floiaU vesiely after a abort paaflage, he arriired in 
Philadelphia. At -this period, the two first private 

ships of war fitted out in the colonies, called the 
Confess and Giiance, were equippin* for sea, and he 
entered on board the former as lieutenant. They 
sailed in company, early in the winter of 1776, and 
proceeded off the Havana, where they captured several 
valuable Jamaica ahipfl^ bound home throuf^ the Gulf 
of Florida ; of one of which he took the command, 
and brought her safe into Bedford, Massachusetts. 

In June 1777, in company with Isaac Sears, Esq., 
he fitted out, at New York, a vfessel called the Inde- 
pendence of which he took the command, and, pass- 
11^ through the Sound, (Lord Howe having arrived 
with the British fleet at Sandy Hook, and blocked 
up that outlet,) he proceeded off the Azores, where, 
besides making several other prizes, he fell in with a 
part of the Windward Island convoy, of which he 
captured three lar^e and valuable ships ; one of which 
was much superior to the Independence in both guns 
and men. On his return, he fitted out the ship Mars, 
mounting upwards of twenty guns, in which he sailed 
on a cruise id the English chamiel. Some of his 
^ prizes, which were numerous, he sent into Quiberon 
bay, which, in a p^eat measure, laid the foundation 
of liOrd Stormont's remonstrance to the French 
court, against the admission into her ports of our 
armed vessels and their prizes. On his return from 
this cruise, he settled in Philadelphia, commanded," 
and, in part ovmed, during the rest of the war, several 
of the most important armed vessels built in this 
place; and brought in from France and the West 
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India islands large cargoes of the articles^ whioh^ m 
those eventful times, were of the frot necessity for 
^e army. While carrying out to France, Thomas 

Barclay, Esq., our consul general to that country, 
he had a very close and severe engagement with a 
British privateer ship of war, of thirty-two guns, 
(double his oim force,) which he obliged to sheer ofif; 
and she was afterwavds towed into New York, by 
one of the king's ships, in a very dismanfled condi- 
tion. The ship, then under his command, was called 
ihki St. James, and mounted twenty guns, with a crew 
of about one hundred men — ^not lialf the number on 
board his enemy. * 

Here let us pay a tribute of justice founded upon 
unquestionable authority. Captain William Jone^, of 
Philadelphia, and lately a member of Congxess» bdng, 
at this period, a very young man, was patronised 
by Truxtun, and placed on board the St. James, 
in capacity of thud lieutenant; in this station he 
conducted himself so bravely and handsomely, and 
with such activity in this eagagement, as well as on 
all other occasions, that he not onljr received the ap- 
plause of his commander, but was by him soon after 
promoted to the first lieutenancy of tiiat ship ; and, at 
subsequent periods, Truxtun took pleasure, wherever 
opportunities presented, in doing justice to his merit, 
by rendering him that applause to which he was en- 
titled as an officer and a man. This he uniformly 
practised to all who, from their deportment and vigi- 
lance in their profession, merited his notice, while 
under his command. From this voyage he returned 
with the most valuable cargo brought into the United 
States during the war. It would be impossible for 
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119, intMn the limits of ^is sketcli, to recount the 

vafious instances of activity and zeal displayed by 
this g;allant officer, during our struggle for independ- 
ence, not only at sea, but on two remarkable occasioiia 
on the land. We content ourselves with observing, 
that in all his actions with British veiBsels of war- 
many of which were of force greatly superior to his 
own— lie was, invariably, victorious. 

After the peace of 1783, he turned his attention to 
commerce ; and was concerned in an extensive trade 
to Europe, China, and the East Indies, until the com- 
mencement of our naval establishment, in 1794; 
when, unable calmly to behold the rights of his coun- 
try invaded, he stepped forward at her call, and was 
one of the iSrst six captains selected by President 
Washington. The frigate Constellation, of thirty-six 
g^ms. which he was destined to commmand, he was 
directed to superintend the building of, at Baltimore ; 
and she was the first one of that armament at sea. 

The quasi war, as it is called, between this country 
and France, under the Directory, having commenced, 
Commodore Truxtun, with a squadron under his 
command, was ordered to protect the commerce of 
the United States in the West Indies. It was while 
on this service that his brightest laurels were won, 
by the capture of two French frigates, each of supe- 
rior force to his own ship. 

On the 9th of February, the Constellation being 
alone cruising on her prescribed ground, the Island 
of Nevis bearing W. S. W., and distant five leagues, 
made a large bhip on the southern board. The 
stranger being approached by the Constellation, 
showed the American colors, when the private signals 
Z 
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were shown*. The chaae being unable to answer, 
furttier diaguise was abandoned, and^ hoisting the 
French ensign, he fired a gan to windward, by way of 
challeDge, and gaBantly awaited the contest This 

being the first lime since the revolutionary war that 
an Anverican ship hnd encountered an enemy in any 
manner which promised a oontest, the officers and men 
were eager for the engagement ; and the enemy were 
not inclined to avoid it The ships nested, until the 
Constelktion, after having been thrice haOed, opened 
a fire upon heir antagonist A fierce cannonade en* 
sued, while the American was drawing ahead. She 
sujQfered much in her sails and riggiug, and the fore- 
topmast was nearly cut olf by a shot This was, in 
some degree, remedied by Mr. David Fcnrter, a mid- 
shipmen, who, being unable to communicate the cir- 
cumstance to others, himself cut the stoppers and 
lowered the yard, and thus prevented the fall of the 
mast With iU rigging. In the meantime, their supe- 
rior gunnery gave the action a turn in favour of the 
Americans, who were at last enabled to decide the 
contest by two or three raking broadsides, after a 
combat of an hour, when the American wore round, 
and would again have raJced her, with all their guns, 
had she not prudently struck. 

The prize was the French frigate L'lusurgente— • 
one of the fastest vessels in the world. She was 
greatly damaged, and had lost in all seventy men. 
The Constellation also was much damaged in her 
rigging, but lost only three raen^wounded-^ne of 
whom — Mr. James M'Donough — ^had his foot shot off 

The Insurgents carried forty guns, and four 
flundred^and nine men. The American vessel car- 
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ried tiurty-eight guus, and tkree huiidred and nine 
men. 

It was half-past three, in the afternoon, when the 
Insurgente struck, and Mr. Rodgers, the first lieute- 
nant of the Constellation was sent, together with Mr. 
Porter and eloTen men, to take possesuon and have 
the prisoners removed ; but, ere tliis could he e^ted^ 
the darkness and a rise of wind separated the ships. 

The situation of Rodgers, at this period, was un- 
pleasant in the extreme. No handcuffs were to be 
found, and the prisoners seemed disposed to rebel. 
Fortunately, Rodgers was well calculated to act with 
decision in such circomstances, and Porter and the,, 
men equally prompt in executing his orders. The 
prisoners were sent into the lower hold, and a sentinel 
stationed at each hatchway, with orders to shoot any 
one who should attempt to come upon deck" without 
orders. Thus he was obliged to spend three days, at 
the end of which time he arrived at St Kitts, where 
the Constdlation had already arrived. 

On the 1st of February, 1800, the ConsteUation 
came in sight of a strange sail, off the coast of Gauda- 
loupe. Thinking her to be an English merchantman, 
Truxtun hoisted the English flag, in order to be hailed 
by her* This was disregarded, and sail made in 
pursuit, when the stranger was discovered to be a 
Fr^ch man of war. The English flag was lowered, 
and all miide ready for a desperate struggle. The 
enemy's ship was ascertained to carry fifty-two guns ; 
but the vessel being very deep, Truxtun was not dis- 
couraged by her superior force, but still gave chase. 
The wind being light during the afternoon, it was not 
until eyenmg, at eight o'clock, that they came within 
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^Mtkiiif distenee. The ahqi then opened a fire upon 

them; wliich was returned, and kept up till near one 
in the moiiiiiig, when the French ship made all sail 
to escape. Truxtun ordered to give chase; but was 
informed that the mainmast had been nearly shot 
away, end, as it was fotmd impossibto to remedy 
die chase was given up. 

8oon after iSbe ships separated, the mast feU, and 
several men were lost by the accident ; among them 
Mr. Jarvis, a midshipman. 

Mr. Truxtun, as no port to windward could be 
reached, bore up for Jamaica, where he arrived ia 
safety. His antagonist, it was ascertained afterwards^ 
arrived at Caraooa» in a very disabled condition, and 
reported a loss of fifty killed, and one hundred and 
ten wounded. The loss of the Constellation was 
fourteen killed, and twenty-three wounded, of whom 
eleven died. 

The Constellation, at this time, carried twenty- 
eightecns on her maindeck, and the quarterdeck was 
supplied with ten twenty-fiiur pound carronades, 
• She numbered three hundred and ten men. The 

Vengeance, the French vessel, carried twenty-eight 
eighteens, sixteen twelves, and eight forty-two pound 
carronades. There are various statements of her 
crew — all between four hundred and five hundred 
men. 

It is certain that, but for the loss of her mast, the 
Constellation would have brought the prise into port; 

indeed, it is reported, that the Vengeance struck three 
times, but the Americans continuing their fire, the 
colours were hoisted agnin. 
Commodore Truxtun was rewarded for this exploit 
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by a promotion to the command of the President* 
forty-four guns; and was also presented by Congress 

with a gold medal. 

The Constellation was now given to Captain Mur- 
ray; and Commodore Truxtuii, hoisting his broad 
pennant in the President, made another cruise on the 
Guadaloupe station, where he rendered eminent ser- 
vice in the protection of the American commerce 
against French cruisers, nnUl the close of the war. 

When the Tripolitan war commenced, in 1802, 
Commodore Truxtun was ordered to take command 
of the Mediterranean squadron; and he proceeded to 
Norfolk for that purpose, when, i^nding that he was 
not to be allowed a captain in the flag ship, be ten- 
dered his resignation of the command. As the Navy 
Department chose to consider this step a resignation 
of his commission, the cirenmstance, unfortunately 

for his country, led to his retirement from public life. 

After his retirement from the navy, Commodore 
Truxtun continued to reside in Philadelphia to the 
close of his life. He filled several important civil 
offices, and won from all classes of .his fellow-citizens 
not less respect for his private character, than he had 
previously enjoyed for his brilliant public services. 
He*died in 1822, at the age of sixty-seven. 

Commodore Truxtun was one of the bravest offi- 
cers the American navy can boast. His engagement 
with the Insurgente, as it resulted in the capture, of 
a prize, and was the first action after the navy was 
re-organized, has procured bun great celebrity; but 
the action with the Vengeance, being with a ship of 
so greatly superior force, which was fairly conquered, 
and only enabled to escape by an accident, was justly 
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regarded by Congress as the most deserving of a 
public testimonial of honour. Both these actions 
were of immeDse service, by inspiritiog the officers 
and men of our marine, and bringing the navy once 
more into that high state of poputohly whioh it had 
enjoyed in the tremendous and i^orioos period of the 
Revolution. 
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JACOB JONES. 

N preparing the present 
notice of Commodore 
Jcmes^s life, we have 
been chiefly indebted 
to the assistance of an 
eminent naval biogra- 
pher, who had the ad- 
vantage of serving as 
an officer under his 
command, during the 
whole of the late war with Great Britain — a war in 
which the subject of this memoir was one of the most 
listinguished of our commanders. 
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Jacob Jones, Eso-, of thn United States navy, 
was born about the year 1770, near the village of 
Smyrna, in the county of Kent, State of Delaware 
His father was an independent and respectable &rmer, 

of cxcLllent moral and religious character. His 
mother was of a good fariiily of the name of Jones ; 
an amiable and interesting woman ; she died when * 
the subject of this memoir was yet an infant Be- 
tween two and three years afterwards, his father mar- 
ried again, with a Miss^ Holt, g^daughter of the 
Hon. Ryres Holt, formerly Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court of Delaware; or, as it was then 
denominated, "The lower counties on Delaware/' 
Shortly after this second marriage his father died, 
wiien this his only child was scaixeiy four years of 
age. It was the good fortune of our hero to be left 
under the care of a stepmother, who had all the kind 
feelings of a natural parent The a£fection 'wbich 
this excellent woman had borne towards the father, 
was, on his death, transferred to the child. By her 
he was nurtured from infancy to manhood, with a 
truly maternal care and tenderness. At an early age 
he was placed at school, and his proficiency in lean- 
ing was equal to her most anxious wishes. After 
becoming well acquainted with the general branches 
of an English education, he was tranferred to a gram- 
mar school, at Lewes, in Sussex county, conducted 
by the learned and pious Dr. MaUliew Wilson. 
Under his direction he read^ the classics with much 
assiduity, and became well acquainted with the Latin 
flOad Greek languages. The writer of this memoir 
diptmctly remembers also, that in the geographical 
lessons he continually bore off the palm, and received, 
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beyond afi others^ repeated proofs of approbation 
from his preceptor. At the age of eighteen, he left 
Leweft Academy, and entered on the study of phyac 
and surgery, under Dr. Sykes, an eminent physician 

and surgeon of Dover, iii the county of Kent. With 
hira he diligently prosecuted his bludics for four 
years, after which he attended the usual course ot 
mescal lectures of the University of Pennsylvania, 
and then .returned to Dover to commence the ezei^ 
else of his profession. 

He did not, however, continue long in the practice. 
He found the field already engrossed by a number of 
able and experienced gentlemen of the faculty, among 
whom was the late lamented Dr. Miller, of New 
York. Discouraged by the scanty employment that 
ia commonly the lot of the young j^yaician, and im- 
patient of an inactive life, he determined to abandon 
the profession for the present, and seek some more 
productive occupation. This resolution was a matter 
of miicli regret among the elder physicians. They 
entertained a high opinion of his medical acquire- 
ments, and considered him as promising to become 
a distinguished and skUfiil member of their bodj. 
Governor Clayton, (who was himself an eminent phy- 
sician, y seeing that he was fixed in his determination, 
conferred upon him the clerkship of the Supreme 
Court of the State of Delaware, for the county of 
Kent. 

In this office he continued for some time, but the 
sedentary nature of its duties was uncongenial with 
his health and habits ; he longed to mingle in more 
active scenes, and possessed that ardent spirit of 

exLtcrprise that can never rest contented with the 
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tranquil ease of common life. With a certain bravery 
of reaolution, therefore, or, rather a noble imconcem, 
he tnmed hia back upon tiie comforts and emoliimenta 

of office ; and resolved upon a measure, as indicative • 
of the force of his character, as it was docibive of his 
future fortunes. This was to enter as midsbipman 
into the service of his countrj, in the jear 1779^ when 
menaced with a French war. > 

He waa at this time almost twenty-nine years of 
age, highly respected for the solidity of his vnder. 
standing and his varied acquirements ; it may readily 
be imagined, therefore, how greatly his friends were, 
dissatisfied at seeing him in a manner taking a retro- 
grade step in life, entering upon that tedious pro^ 
bation which the naval service peculiarly reqmres^ 
and accepting a grade iiiiich is generally allotted to 
boys and striplings. It was in vain, however, fo re- 
monstrate against a resolution, which, once formed, 
never vibrated. Jones had determined on embracing 
the profession ; he had weighed all the peculiar in- 
conveniences and sacrifices incident to his determi- 
nation, and had made up his mind to encount^ and 
surmount thera all. His friends could only console 
themselves with the reflection, that, if courage, activity 
and hardihood could ensure naval success, Jones was 
peculiarly fitted for the life he had adopted; and it is 
probable they felt some degrc e of admiration for that 
decision of character, which, in the pursuit of what 
he conceived a laudable object, could enable him to 
Make such large sacrifices of personal pride and con- 
venience. 

The first cruises which he made in his new capacity 
were under the lather of our infant navy, the late 



Digitized by Google 



PRISONER IN TRIPOLI 189 

Gommodore Birry, fSrom* whom he derived great in- 
struction ill the theory and practice of his profession, 
and experienced the utmost kiniiiicss and civility. 
He was a midshipman on board the frigate United 
States, when she bore to France Chief Justice Ells- 
worth and Creneral Davie^ aa envoys extraordinary 
to the Freneh Re|mblie^ He was next on board of 
tiie Ganges as midfi^ipinan, and, daring the whole 

intei'vcning period between his appoiiituieiil and the 
war with Tripoli, he was sedulously employed in ob- 
taining that nautical skill for which he at present is 
celebrated. 

On the breaking oat of the war with Tripoli, he 
was stationed on board of the frigate Philadelphia, 
under the command of the gallant Bainbridge. The 

disaster which befell that ship and her crew before 
Tripoli, forms a solemn page in our naval history; 
atoned for, however, by the brilliant achievements to 
which it ga?e rise. Twenty months of severe cap- 
tivity among a barbarons people, and in a noxious 
donate, neither broke the spirit nor impaired the 
eonstitation of our hero. Blest by nature with vigor- 
ous health and an invincible resolution, when relieved 
from bonda«^e by the bravery of his countrymen, he 
retunied liome full of life and ardour. He was soon 
after promoted to a lieutenancy. This grade he had 
meri^ before his confinement in Tripoli, hut q)der 
warrant officers had stood in the way of his prefer- 
ment. 

He was now for some time employed on the Or- 
leans station, where he conducted himself with his 
usual judgment and propriety, and was a favourite 
in the polite circles of the Orleans and Mississippi 
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territories. He was shortly after appointed to the 
command of the brig Argus, stationed for the pro* 
tectioo of our commerce on the eoutbem maritime 
frontier. In this situation he acted with vigilanoe 
and fidelity, and though there were at one time in- 
sidious suggestions to the contrary, it has appeared 
that he conformed to his instructions, promoted the 
public interest, and gave entire satisfaction to the 
government. 

In 1811, Captain Jones was transferred by the 
Secretary of the Navy to the command of tlie sloop 
of war the Wasp, mounting eighteen twenty-four 

pound carronades, and was despatched, in the spring 
of 1812, with communications from our government 
to its functionaries at the courts of St. Cloud and St. 
James. Before he returned from thi^ voyage, war 
had been declared by the United States against Great 
Britain. Captain Jones refitted his ship with all 
possible despatch, and repaired to sea on a cruise, in 
which he met with no other luck than the capture of 
an iiicoDsitlerablc prize. 

He sailed from the port of Philadelphia on the 13th, 
of October, 181;^, with a gallant set of officers, and a 
hi^ spirited and confident crew. On the 18th of the 
Bame month the Waspencoontered aheavy gale, during 
which she lost her jibboom and two valuable seamen. 
On the follovnng night, being a bright moonlight, a 
seaman on the look out discuvered five strange sail, 
steering eastward. The Wasp hauled to the wind- 
ward and closely watclK d the movements of these 
vessels until daylight next moming,>being the 18tli, 
when it was found that they were six lege merchant 
vessels under convoy of a sloop of war. The 
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former were well manned two of them mounting six- 
teen guns each. Notwithstanding the apparent dis- 
parity of force, Captain Jones determined to hazard 
an attack ; and as the weather was boisterous, and 
the swell of the sea unusually high, he ordered down 
top-gallant yardSy closely reefed the top sails, and pre- 
pared for action. The convoy sailed ahead and lay 
to five or six miles distant, while the sloop of war 
with Spanish colours flying, remained under easy sail 
the Wasp coming;; down to windward on her larboard 
side, within pistol shot displaying tlie A inericnn onsio^n 
and pendant. Upon the enemy's being hailed, he 
hauled down the Spanish flag, hoisted the British en- 
sign, and opened a broadside of cannon and musketry. 
The fire was promptly returned by the Wasp, the 
vessels gradually neared each other, and each main- 
tained the combat with great animation the English 
vessel firing with most japidity, but, as the result 
proved, with no great precision. In a few minutes 
after the commencement of the action, the main-top- 
mast of the Wasp was shot away, and falling on the 
topsail yard, across the larboard fore and foretop-sail 
braces, caused the head yards to be unmanageable 
during the continuance of the action. In two or 
three minutes more the gaft and mizzen top-p:allant 
sail were shot away. Each vessel continued in the 
position in which the action commenced, and main- 
tained a close and spirited fire. Captain Jones di- 
rected his officers not to fire except wheo the vessel 
rolled downwards, so that the shot was either poured 
on the enemy's deck, or below it, while the English 
fired as soon as they had loaded, without regard to 
the position of their vessel, and thus their balls were 
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either thrown awaj or passed through the rigging. 
The Wasp now passed ahead of the enemy, raked 
her, and resumed her original position. IX was now 
obvious that the Wasp had greatly the advantage in 

the combat, and CapLaiii Junes thought the contest 
might be speedily directed by boarding, but hesitated 
because the roughness of the sea might endanger the 
safety of both vessels if brought in contact As, 
however, the braces and rigging of _the Wasp was so 
injured by the shot of the enemy that he was*fiiarfe) 
his masts being unsupported, would go by the board, 
and tlial the enemy might escape. lie, therefore, de- 
termined at all hazards to board and thus deci'lo the 
contest. With this determination he wore ship, run 
athwart the enemy's bow, so that the jibboom 
came in between the mzin and mizzen rigging of the 
Wasp. The enemy being in a positi^ so invi^g 
for a raking broadside that one was promptly oriif&L 
So closely ill contact were the contending vessels 
that while loading, the rammers of the Wasp struck 
against the sides of the opposing vessel, so that two 
of the guns of the former entered through the bow of 
ports of the latter and swept the whole length of the 
deck. At this juncture a sprightly and gallant seaman, 
named Jack Lang, who had once been impressed on 
board a British ukiu of war, jumped on a ^run with his 
cutlass, and was about to leap on board the enemy, 
when Captain Jones ordered him back, wishing to give 
a closing broadside before boarding His impetuosity, 
however, could not be restrained, and observing the 
ardour of the crew generally, Lieutenant Biddle and 
Booth gallantly led them on,*but to their great sur- 
prise when they reached the enemy's deck not a single 
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QB'iDjiired individual was found on deck except the 
seaman at tlie wheel, and three officers. The deck 
*was cohered with the dying and dead, and. was 

slippery with blood. When Lieutenant Biddle 
reached the quarterdeck, the commander and two 
other officers, threw down their swords, and made 
an inclination of their bodies, thus a$)rding evidence 
that they had surrendered. 

During the early part of the action the eiAign of 
the enemy had been shot down, upon which a Brittrii 
seaman carried it aloft again and nailed it to the mast. 
In this state it continued floating, they not bcinp: able 
to lower it until one of the UnitetJ States oiiiccrs as- 
cended the rigging and tore it from its attachments. 
In forty-three minutes from the comfnencement of the 
action, full possession was taken of the enemy, which 
proved to be his Brittanic Majest/s sloop of war 
Frolic, commanded by Captain Whynyates. 

On examining the birthdeck, it was found crowded 
with the dead and wounded, there being but an 
inconsiderable proportion of the crew of the Frolic 
which had escaped unhurt. Soon after Lieutenant 
Biddle took possession of the enemy, ker masts fell 
by the board, so that she lay a complete wreck. The 
contest being now terminated, Captain Jones ordered 
Dr. New, the assistant surgeon of the Wasp, to visit 
the wounded enemy, and to carry with him every 
thing on board, which could in any manner contribute 
to their comfort ' 

The force of the Frolic consisted of sixteen thirty- 
two pound carronades, four twelve pounders on the 
maindeck, and two twelve pound carronades. She 
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"was, therefore, superior to the Wasp, hy four twelve 
pouiuk i s The officers of the Fruhc stated that the 
number of men on the ship's books was one hundred 
and ten ; but» as boats were seen plying between the 
Frolic end eome of the convoy, in ihB noming, be- 
fore the action, it waa believed that i^e received 
many volunteers in addition to her regular crew. 
This belief was strengthened hy the circumstance, 
that one of the vessels in the convoy, came alongside 
the Wasp next morning after her capture, and asked 
aaaiatance to reef his sails, as be had but two men 
and a boy on board. It was intimated that he had 
thus diminished his ciew by allowing volunteers to 
go on board the Frolic. 

The officers, seamen, marines, and boys on board 
the Wasp, numbered one hundred and thirty-five; 
which, from the best information which could be ob* 
tained, was less in number than that of the enemy. 
Both vessels, however, had more men than was es- 
sential to their efficiency ; and the officers of the Frolic 
candidly acknowledged, that they had more men than 
they knew what to do with. It apppears, therefore, 
that while there was an equality of strength in the 
crews, there was an inequality in the number of guns 
and weight of metaK— the Frolic having four twelve 
pounders more than the Waq). 
' The exact number of killed and wounded on board 
the Frolic could not be asecrtained with any dej^ree 
of precision; but, from the admissions of the British 
officers, it was supposed that the number killed was 
about thirty, including two officers; and of those 
wounded, between lorty and fifty. The captain and 
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every other oflicer on board were more or less 
severely wounded. The Wasp sustained a \(^ of 
only five men killed, and five wounded. 

A busy scene now ensued, in disposing of the deadt 
taking care of the wounded, and repairing the damages 
which the Wasp sustained duri ng the conflict. Lieu- 
tenant Biddle, with a portion of the officers and erew 
of the Wasp were similarly engaged on board the 
Frolic. While engaged in erecting jurymasts on 
board the latter vessel, a suspicious sail was seen to 
windward, upon which Captain Jones directed Lieu- 
tenant Biddle to shape her course for Charleston^ or 
any other southern port of the United, whik the 
Wasp would continue her cruise. 

The strange sail coming down rapidly, both vessels 
prepared for action, but soon discovered, to the mor- 
tification of the victors of this well fought action, that 
the new enemy^was a seventy-four, which j;Mroved to 
he the Foictiers, ^mmanded by Commodore Bere^ 
ford. Firing a s^ot over the Frolic^ passed her, and 
soon overhauled the Wasp, which, in her crippled 
state, was unable to escape. Both vessels were thus 
captured, and carried into Bermuda. Caj^tain Jones 
and his officers were placed on parole of honour at 
St George's, Bermuda, and were treated there with 
great courtesy, particularly by the officers of the 
ninety«eighth and one hundred and second regiments 
of British infantry. Dinners, balls, and other acts 
of civility were tendered with a cordiality of manner 
which made our oi^cers ahnost forget their mis- 
fortunes. 

After remaining in St. George's a few weeks, a 

cartel was prepared by which the officers and crew 

17* 
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of the Wasp were conveyed to New York. On the 
retiyn of Captain Jones to the United States, he was 
every where received with demonstrations of the 
highest respect and admiration for the skill and gal- 
lantry which he displayed in his comhat with the 
enemy. In his journey* to Washington, whither he 
was ordered by the President of the United States, 
he received brilliant entertainments in the cities 
through which he passed. 

The legislature of Delaware — ^his native statfr— 
gave to him a rote of thanks, and an elegant piece of 
plate, with appropriate engrarings. On motion of 
James A. Bayard, of Delaware, t&e Congress of the 
United States appropriated twenty-five thousand dol- 
lars, as a compensation to Captain Jones, his officers, 
and crew, for the loss they sustained by the recapture 
of the Frolic. They also voted a gold medal to 
Ci^tain Jones, and a silver medal to each of his 
commissioned officers. The plate accompanying this 
memoir is a fac similie, ruled from the medal. 

Asa farther evidence of the confidence of govern- 
ment, Captain Jones was ordered to take command 
of the frigate Macedonian, a vessel recently captured 
from the British by Uie gallant Decatur. She was 
rapidly fitted out under his direction in the harbour of 
New York, and was destined to he one of DeeatarlB 
squadron, and which was about to sail on another 
cruise 

In May 1811, the squadron attempted to put to 
sea, but, in sailing up Long Island Sound, encountered 
a large British squadron, which obliged the United 
States' vessels to retreat into the harbour of New 
London. In this situation the enemy continued an 
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uninterniptcd blockade during the war. Finding it 
impossible to avoid tbc vigilance of Sir Thomas 
Hardy, who commanded the blockading squadron, 
the government ordered Captain Jones to proceed 
with his officers and erew to Sackett's harbour, and 
report to Commodore Chauncej, as commander of 
the frigate Mohawk, destined to cruise a's one of 
tlie squadron on lake Ontario. The United States 
squadron maintained an ascendency, and continued 
to cruise until October, when the British squadron, 
under the conmiand of Sir James Yeo, left Kingston 
harbour with a greatly superior force, which obliged 
the United States squadron to return to Sackett's 
harbour. It seemed, indeed, that the contest now 
depended on the exertions of the ship carpenters. 
Two line of battle ships were placed on the stocks, 
and were advancing rapidlyUo completion, when, in 
February 1 81 5, the news of peace arrived, with orders 
to suspend further'operations on these vessels. 

A few weeks after peace Vas announced, Captain 
Jones with* bis officers and crew was ordered to 
repair forthwith to the the seaboard, and again to 
take command of the frigate Macedonian, which was 
directed to form part of the squadron destined to 
cruize against, the A|}gcrine men of war, then depre* 
dating on our commerce in tb^ ^Mediterranean. So 
soon as the Algerine Regency was informed that war 
existed between the United States, and Great Britain, 
the Dey sent out his crusiers to capture all American 
merchant vessels. To punish these faithless free- 
booters, and to redress the wrongs of our merchants, 

a squadron consisting of nine or ten vessels was 
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fitted out and placed under the command of Commo- 
dore Decatur. 

This armament sailed from New York in May 
1815, and when off Cadiz, was informed that the 
Algerine force was cruieing along tke southern coast 
of Spain. 

Two days after reaching the Mediterranean the 
United States squadron fell in with and captared the 

Algerine frigate Mcssuado mounting forty-six guns, 
and the next day captured a large brig of war both 
of which were carried into the port of Garthagena, in 
Spain. • 

The American squadron then proceeded to the 
hay of Algiers, the sadden and unexpected appearance 

of which excited no slight degree of surprise and 
alarm in the Regency. When the Dey learned that 
his admiral had been killed, and his two principal 
vessels of war had been captured, his alarm became 
greatly augmented. With mingled feelings of trepi* 
dation and rage, he sent for the British consul, uid 
reproached him mth practising a deception on him. 
"You told me," he remarked, ''that in a few months 
after the declaration of war, the British fleets would 
sweep from the ocean, every vessel belonging to the 
United States. Now, peace is restored, and, so far 
from your declaration proving true, here is a large 
squadron, augmented in size hy three vessels captured 
hem your own hoasting ntftion.'' 

The captured vessels to which the Dey alluded, 
consisted of the frigates Guerriere, Macedonian, and 
brig of war Epervier, which fhen actually formed a 
part of Decatur's squadron. Under these feeling* 
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the Dey relactantly yielded to erery d^and which 
was made on him ; which was to restore the value of 
the property belonging to American merchaiUs wliich 
he had seized, to release all prisoners which he had 
' captured, to relinquish forever all olfldms on the an- 
nual tribute which he had hithertc^ l^ivedv 

After ha?ing thus saccessfuUj tenoiiedi the war 
with Algiers, and fermed an ad^umgedhe treaty, the 
sqiKidroii proceeded to the other Barbary capitals, 
and there adjusted some minor difficulties, which, 
however, were of some importance to Americaa 
merchants. After teuching at eeveral of the islands 
in the Mediterranean! &t Naples, and at Malaga* in 
Spain, the squadron reached Gibraltar towards the 
last of October. After remaining at this port a few 
days, and exchanging civilities with the military 
authorities of the station, the squadron returned to 
the United States, early in December. 

From this period to the prc!^ent, no event of stir*' 
ring importance has distinguislied the career of 
Commodore Jones. He has been, however, almost 
constantly employed in various responsible positions, 
thus e\nncino^ the perfect conhdeuce whieh his govejn- 
ment phiccd in his talents and discretion. 

In 1821, he took command of a squadron, in which 
he continaed for three years, for the protection of 
our commerce in the Mediterranean. On his retom 
he was offered a seat in the Board of Navy Commis- 
sioners, but, finding his bureau duties rather irksome 
to him, he accepted, in the year 1826, the command 
of a squadron destined for the protection of the 
American commerce in the Pacific ocean, which also 

continued for a period of three jeara. On his return 
2C 
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from the. Pacific ocean, he was ordered to the com- 
mand of the Baltimore station, where he continued 
ymfik tfae^exeeptidn of a short interval, until transfer- 
red to his present position as port captain of the 

harbour of New York. ' ' ■ ■-. 

Either on shore or afloat, hiis commands were dis- 
tin^ished a|^ell for ethciencjr, as for the iiarmony 
Whidh idw^ys pAva^i^ among his ofilcers. Hii 
caim dignity, high^sense of juiBtice, and genflemftnlike 
hearing, inspir<^ uniyersal re&pect. 
!,* Cheerful and fond of social life, he took grelft 
pleasure in having; his ollieers around him, yet none 
of them ever felt disposed to take a liberty with him. 

Commodore Jones has had always a repugnance 
to writmg, yet there are hut fe# gentleniBii in any 
walk in life, more intimately acs^amted wHh general 
literature, dhfifte'^'in his languajije— a vigorodifil&i 
original thinker, his conversation is always instructive 
and interesting. ^ 
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EATH, which so often 
removes from the scenes 
of their glorj the young 
and heroic, has never 
triumphed over a victim 
more beloved and lament- 
ed by the nation he served 
than the subject of this 
memoir. His career was 
marked by a series of brilliant actions which had 
attracted the highest confidence and hope in his 
compatriots, and his untimely loss was mourned as a 
national calamity. 

203 
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Captain James Lawbence was bom on the Ist 
of Octoberi 1781, at Burlington, in New Jersey, and 
was the youngest son of John Lawrence, Esq., coun- 
aeUor at law of that place. Soon after his birth he 
had the mlafortane to lose his mother, and the care 
of Ills early years devolved on his two sisters, who 
seem to have cultivated the moral qualities of his 
heart with singular success. 

At the age of twelve, he evinced a strong partialis 
for the sea; bat his father disapproving of thatrplah 
of life, and wishing him to pursue the profession of 
law, young Lawrence acquiesced, and passed with 
reputation through the grammar school at Burlington, 
when, finding that the pecuniary situation of his father 
would not furnkh him with the means of completing 
his education at any college or university, he com- 
menced the study of law with Ins brother, the late 
John Lawrence, Esq., at Woodbury. He was now 
only thirteen years of age, a period of life when the 
grave pursuits of jurisprudence can scarcely be pre- 
sumed to have many attractions for a young and 
ardent fancy, already mtlamed with the love of wan- 
dering. He continued, however, a reluctant student 
for about two years, when the death of his father 
leaving him more at liberty to pursue his Ihvourite 
inclination, he prevailed on his brother to place him 
under the care of Mr. Griscomb, at Burlington, for 
the purpose of stu(i}ing navigation. He here re- 
mained for three muiiths, at the expiration of which 
time, on application to the Navy Department, he 
received a warrant as midshipman, on the 4th of 
September, 1798. 

His first voyage was in the ship Ganges, Captain 
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Tingey, on a cruise to the West Indies. He after- 
wards sailed in different vessels for upwards of two 
years, and was then made an acting fieatenant on 
board the firigate Adams, Captain Robinson, where 

he continued till the reduction of the navy ; in conse- 
quence of which his appointment was not confirmed^ 
and he remained in the rank of midshipman. 

On the commeneement of the war with Tripoli, in 
1801, he was promoted to a lieutenancy, and sailed to 
the Mediterranean as first lieutenant of Uie schooner 
Enterprise, in 1803. 

While in this situation, he bore a conspicuous part 
in an adventure of sing^ilar boldness, the destrnction 
of the frigate Philadelphia. As we have referred to 
this affair (in which he was Decatur's second in com- 
mand,) in the Life of Commodoif^ Preble, and shall 
give a particular account of it, with an engraying, in 
tiie Life of Commodore Decatur, we pass it over 
here, remarking only, that when Decatur was pro- 
moted for his conduct on this occasion, Lawrence 
and the other officers and crew were voted two 
months' extra pay, which he declined receiving. 

During the same year, when Commodore Preble 
bombarded the town of Tripoli, the Enterprise, with 
the other ships of the squadron, were employed to 
cover the boats during the attack. On this occasion, 
Lieutenant Lawrence had the temporary command 
of the Enterprise, and peiformed his service in so 
gallant and seaman-like a manner, as to receive the 
thanks of Commodore Preble. 

From the Enterprise, he was transferred to the 
frigate John Adams, as first Lieutenant ; and, after 
remaining lu the Mediterranean about three years, 

k 
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he returned with Commodore Preble to the United 
States. 

Soon after, he was again sent to the Mediterranean 
as eommander of gunboat No. 6. These vessels 

were originally destined to serve merely along the 
American coast, and, bowever qualilkd lur harbour ^or 
river defence, were deemed exceedingly insecure in 
crossing the Atlantic. Being very small, with a dis- 
proportionably large gun, and necessarily laden very 
deeply, they laboured under every disiulvantage in 
encountering heavy gales. ^So decided were the 
opinions of the naval officers against tbera, that no 
one would, ^jci haps, have been willaig to risk his life 
in them on buch a voyage, for any motive of private 
advantage, or from any consideration, except the 
performance of his duty. ** Lawrence has told me/' 
writes one of his brother officers, " that when he went 
on board the gunboat, he had not the faintest idea 
that he would ever arrive out to the Mediterranean 
in her, or, indeed, arrive any where else. He has 
also told me, that on tiic coast of Europe he met an 
English frigate, the captain of which would not at 
first believe that he had crossed the Atlantic in such 
a vessel." He did not, however, go with less alacrity^ 
and he onezpectedly arrived safely in the Mediter- 
ranean, where he remained about sixteen months. 

On his return fruni the Mediterranean, after the 
peace with Tripoli, he was appointed first lieutenant 
of the frigate Constitution, and afterwards commanded 
the schooner Vixen, the sloop of war Wasp, the brig 
Argus, and the ship Hornet, with the rank of master 
and commander, and was twice sent to Europe with 
despatches to our ministers. In the year 1808, he 
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married a daughter of Mr. Montaudevert, a mpect* 
able merchant of New York. 

The declaration of war against Great Britain, in 
June 181S, ga^e a new impulse, or rather a new ex- 
istence to the iiLivy. Lawrence was at that tirijc in 
New York, in command of the Hornet, and, in a few 
days, sailed with a squadron, consisting of the United 
States, Congress, and Argus, under the command of 
Commodore Rogers, in the President Their object 
was to intercept the Jamaica fleet. After being de- 
tained for a day by the pursnit of the British frigate 
Bclviderc, which ended in the escape of the latter, 
owing to her having the advantage of the wind, the 
squadron followed the licet with the utmost alacri^, 
as well as the imperfect information of the vessels 
they met would permit, till the 13th of July, when 
they reached within eighteen or twenty hours' sail of 
the English channel. Disappointed in this chase, they 
ran now down near the Azores, thence back by the 
banks of Newfoundland to Boston, where they arrived 
on the Slst of August. Although this cruise was 
marked by no bold or prominent success, and al- 
though the squadron made only seven captures and a 
single recapture, yet the fiulure is attributable to for- 
tune only. At a moment when the British navy, 
with its boasted ubiquity covered tlic ocean, this little 
band of adventurers sought their eneaiies in every ' 
quarter, dared them on their own coast, and, after 
carrying alarm through the mercantile classes of 
En^and, returned, unmolested, and not victorious, 
only because the single enemy they encountered 
soup^ht safety in flight. 

Ihe day before the squadron entered Boston, 
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Captain HuU arrived alter the etyture of fhe Gim- 
riere, and soon afterwards, the C^OFemment, 3rieldiiig 

too far to the universal and natural enthusiabin ex- 
cited by this gallant action, promoted LieutenaBt 
Morris, the first officer of the Constitution, to the 
rank of captain. Aa this appointment^ however, 
advanced him two grades at onee, contrary to the 
ordinary ndea of pronation, and thus placed him 
above all the masters and commanders in tiie navy, it 
occasioned much dis^atisfuclion amon^ them. Captain 
Lawrence felt himself peculiarly injured by it ; inas- 
much as he found himself thus suddenly outranked 
by one so much his junior. He, therefore, addressed 
a letter to the Secretary of the Navj» in which, after 
rendering the moat ample justice to the merits of 
Lieutenant Morris, he remonstrated in mild and firm, 
but respectful language, against so unprecedented a 
promotion, by which he would be forced to leave the 
navy. In reply to this fair and manly letter, he re- 
ceived firom the Secretary of the Navy, a short and 
contemptuous answer, merely acknowledging the re- 
ceipt of his letter, with an intimation that if be chose 
to leave the service without a cause, there would still 
remain heroes and patriots to support the honour of 
the ilag. This sarcastic note Lawrence received as 
he was on the point of sailing from Boston, To have 
left the service instantly would have been the natural 
impulse of bis wounded feelings, but, at such a 
moment, with a fine ship and a gallant crew, with 
sails unbent to meet the enemy, he could not part 
with the high hopes of acquiring reputation. He 
therefore, repressed his indignation, and, in reply to 
the Secretary, after stating his surprise and regretr 
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fliat any thing which be had written should have been 
deemed i&decoroue» he apprised him that he had pre- 
pared a memorial on the Bubject to the Senate of the 
United States, and should be governed bj their de- 
cision. This example may be serviceable to many 
officers, who, in a moment of disap|)uiritnient, at im- 
proper or unkind treatment, are tempted to resign. 
It is better — like Lawience-i-to stifle, for a time, the 
natoral but hasty resentment of womided pride, till 
an opportunity offers of proving — not by our com- 
plaints, but our actions-^^at we have been unjustly 
neglected, Lawrence sailed under the galling im- 
pression of having: been keenly wounded by the 
Sec/etary of the Navy, and secmg a junior placed 
over him. On his return, he found that secretary no 
longer in office, and himself promoted, in consequence 
of his application to the Senate, to the rank of captain, 
so as to outrank the officer whose well-deserved, 
though irrcgultu appointment had given him so much 
uneasiness. 

He now sailed from Boston in the Hornet, in 
company with Commodore Bainbridge, of the frigate 
Constitution, on a cruise to the East Indies ; bu^ in 
Tunning down the coast of the Brazils, in the month 
of December, they found the Bonne Citoyenne, a 
British ship of war, loaded with specie, lying in the 
port of St. Salvador. The Bonne Citoyenne, was a 
larger vessel, and had a greater force both in guns 
and men than the Hornet; but so eager was Lawrence 
to engage ber, that he sent through the American 
consul at Si Salvador, a challenge to her commander, 
Captain Greene. " I request you to state to him,'* 
said he, ^* that I will meet him whenever he maj/be 
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pleased to come out, and pledge mj honour, that 
neither the Constitution, nor any other American 
vessel shall interfere." Commodore Bainbridge, at 
the same time, declared, if Captain Greene wished 
to try equal force, I pledge my honour to give him an 
opportunity by being out of the way or not intei^ 
fering." Whateyer might have been the motive of 
Captain Greene, he adroitly evaded this offer by 
ansvverinj^, that " although nothing would give hiin 
more satisfaction than to meet Cajjtain Lawrence 
under different circumstances, and although he was 
eonvinced that the result of such an encounter could 
not remain long undecided in his own favour, yet he was 
equally convinced that Commodore Bainbridge knew 
too well the paramount duty he owed to his country, 
to remain an inactive spectator, while a ship of his 
own squadron fell into the hands of the enemy, and 
that he could not expose the Bonne Citoyenne to a 
risk so manifestly disadvantageous/' To give Captain 
Greene perfect security against his interference. 
Commodore Bainbridge left St Salvador for four 
days, during which Captain Greene might perceive 
that the Constitution was not within forty miles dis- 
tance, and Captain Lawrence lay before the port in 
defiance. Still the Bonne Citoyenne did not move 
from her anchorage. Commodore Bainbridge then 
went into St. Salvador, and remained three days, 
supposing that the English officer would apply to the 
governor, as he might have done, and detain the Con- 
stitution for twenty-four hours, and llius ensure a fair 
engagement with Captain Lawrence; but he continued 
inflexible. Despairing at last of tempting iiim out, 
Commodore Bainbridge sailed from St Salvador, and 
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Captein Lawraace ranained blockading the Bonne 
Citoyenne, and an anned schooner of twehe guns, till 
the S4th of Janoary, 181S, when the airiyal of the , 

Montague, a seventy-four gun ship, which had saiied 
from Rio Janeiro for the express purpose of relieving 
the blockaded ships, compelled him to retreat. 

The whole conduct of Captain Lawrence on this 
occasion^ reflects as much honour on the American 
arms as the most brilliant victory could have done. 
The propriety of private challenges, during war, may, 
generally speaking, be questionable. They may con- 
vert iiatiunal into personal quarrels, and blood may 
be sometimes uselessly sacrificed to fastidious or 
irivolotts points of honour. But in no case could 
they have ever been more completely justified than in 
the present 

At the commeneement of the war, so totally unequd 

was the contest — so overwhelming the force of the 
enemy, that our navy could hope to gain nothing but 
glory in the struggle. It became, therefore a point 
of honour among our officers — the point on which the 
whole controversy rested, to prove that althou^ 
they night be crushed, they would at least fall with 
honour ; that to build a numerous fleet was the work 
of government ; but to make a gallant and disciplined 
ship, depended on the officers ; and that although the 
American ships sliould be overpowered by numbers, 
they were superior to any single adversary of equal 
strength. And what could more decisively and glo- 
riously establish this superiority than the conduct of 
Captain Lawrence? In a nngle American sloop of 
war he blockades for nearly a month, with every 
token of defiance, two British ships, one of them h\^ 
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superior in force, till a seventy-four is sent for to 
raise the blockade, and what rendered it peculiarly 
mortifyiiig to the English, all this was done before 
the eyes of the astonished Portuguese, who had tiU 
now been taught by their haughty friends, that no 
equal vessel had ever pursued an English flag. 

From St. Salvador Captain Lawrence now shaped 
his course towards Ptrnambuco. On the 10th of 
February, he captured the English brig Resolution, 
of ten gons, laden with provisions and about twenty- 
five thousand dollars in specie, but, as she was a didl 
sailer, and he could not spare hands to man her, he 
took out the money and the crew, and burnt her. He 
then ran down the coast for Maranham, and, after 
cruisino^ near that place and Surinam, till the 23d of 
February, he stood for Demarara. On the next 
morning, he discovered a brig to leeward, and chased 
her so near the shore that he was obliged to haul off 
for want of a pilot During the chase, however, he 
had discovered a vessel at anchor outside of the bar 
of Demarara river, with English colours flyinp:, and 
now began beating round the Corobano bank to get at 
her ; when, between three and four o'clock in the after- 
noon, another sail was seen on his weather quarter, 
edging down for him. As she approached, she hoisted 
English colours, and proved to be the British brig 
Peacock, Captain Peake. The Hornet was imme- 
diately cleared for action, and kept close to the ^viiid, 
in order to got the weather guage of tlie approaching 
vessel. At ten minutes past ^ve, ^ding that he 
could weather the enemy, Captain Lawrence htisted 
American colours, tacked, and, in about a quarter of 
an hour, passed tilie British ship wifkin half pistol* 
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ahoty and exchanged broadaidea. The enemy was 
now in the act of wearing, when Captain Lawrence 

bore up, received his starboard broadside, and ran 
him close on board on the starboard quarter ; from 
which position he kept up so close and bloody a fire, 
that in less than fifteen minutes from the commence* 
ment of the action, the British struck their colours, 
and hoisted a s^id of diatfees. Lieutenant Shubrick 
instantly went on board, and found that she was cut 
to pieces, her captain killed, mffisy of the crew killed 
and wounded, her mainmast gone by the board, six 
feet water in the hold and sinking very fast. The 
two ships were immediate I y b i ought to anchor, and the < 
Hornet's boats despatched to bring off. the wounded ; • 
but, although her guns were thrown overboard, the 
shot holes which could be got at plugged, and every 
exertion made by pumping and bailing to keep her 
afloat, so completely had she been shattered that she 
sunk before the prisoners could be removed, carrying 
down thirteen of her crew, as well as three men be- 
longing to the Hornet. Lieutenant Ck>nnor and the 
other officers and men employed in removing the 
prisoners, narrowly escaped by jumping into a boat, 
as the Peacock went down; and four seamen of the 
Hornet ran up into the forctop at the same time, and 
were taken off by the boats. 

The Peacock was deemed one of the finest ships 
of her class in the British navy. In size she was 
about equal to the Hornet ; but, in guns and men, the 
Hornet was somewhat, though very little, her supe- 
rior ; and by no means so much so, as to give her any 
decided advanla;ir. The loss on board the Peacock 
could not be precisely ascertained. Captain Peake 
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was twice wounded, the second time mortally. Four 

men were found dead on board. The master and 
thirty-two others were wounded, three of whom after- 
wards died. The Hornet had only one man killed, 
and two slightly wounded. Her rigging and sails 
were mueh cut, but her hull received very little injury. 
During the engagement, the vessel which the Hornet 
had been endeavouring to reach before the Peacock 
bore down, lay at anchor within six miles, and as 
she was a brig — ^the Espiegle— carrying fifteen thirty- 
two pound carronades and two long nines, it was 
I supposed that she would attack the Hornet, after the 
^ latter had been disabled by the combat The Hornet 
• was immediately prepared to receive her, and,, by nine 
o'clock at night, her boats were stowed, a new set of 
sails bent, and every thing ready for action. She, 
however, declined coming out. The next morning, 
Captain Lawrence found that he had two hundred 
and seventy souls on board the Hornet, and» as his 
crew had for some time been on short allowance, re- 
solved to steer for the United States. The officers 
of the Peacock recdved from those of the Hornet the 
most humane and honourable treatment ; so penetrated 
W'ith gratitude were they for thr; kiTuliic ss which they 
had experienced, that they could not restrain the ex- 
pression of their feelings till they reached England, 
but, on their arrival in the United States, published 
a letter of thanks to Captain' Lawrence and his 
officers, in which they declared that such was the 
liberality displayed to them, that "they ceased to 
consider themselves prisoners." Nor was the rough 
generosity of the Hornet's crew less honourable. As 
the sailors of the Peacock had lost evar^ thing except 
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wliat tlicy liad on tlu'ir backs, wiicn she went down, 
the crew of the IIoiulI united to relieve them; and 
made every English sailor a presejit of two shirts 
and a blue jacket and pair of trowaers; a true-hearted 
liberality, which raises them in our estimatioik higher 
than even their victory. 

Captain Lawrence returned to New York in safety, 
and, besides the applause which his cuuiitry lavished 
upon hi 11 J for his good conduct, had the satisfaction 
of learuing, as we have already observed, that he had 
been promoted during his absence, and his rank set- 
tled to his perfect satisfaction. Soon after his return 
he was ordered to the command of the frigate Constitu- 
tion, with the temporary superintendence of the navy 
yard at New York. But the next day, to his great 
regret, he received instructions to repair to Boston, 
and take command of the Chesapeake frigate^ then 
nearly ready for sea. This appointment was pecu-' 
liarly unpleasant, because the Chesapeake was not 
only considered as one of the very worst ships in 
the navy, but, in consequence of her disgrace in the 
rencontre with the Leopard, laboured under that 
dispiriting stigma ainon<r sailors, of beino^ an unlucky 
ship." These circumstances, combined with the state 
of his family, made Captain Lawrence nnwilling to 
go to sea unmediately, and he, therefore,, requested to 
retain his situation in the Hornet Disappointed in 
this wish, he then took command of the Chesapeake, 
at Boston, where he had been but a short time, when 
the British frigate Shannon, Captain Broke, appeared 
before the harbour, for the avowed purpose of seeking 
a combat with the Chesapeake Stung with the re- 
peated disasters of the British frigates, this officer 
2E 19 
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resolved to make an effort to retrieve them ; and, when 
be deemed his ship perfectly prepared for that pur- 
pose, sent a formal challenge to Captrnn Lawrence. 

"As the Chesapeake" — his letter began — " ap« 
pears now ready for sea, I request you will do me the 
favour to meet the Shannon with her, ship to ship, to 
try the fortune of our respective flags. To an officer 
of your character, it requires some apology for pro- 
ceeding to further particulars. Be assured, sir, that 
it is not from any doubt I entertain of your wishing 
to close with my proposal, but merely to provide an 
answer to any objection liiat mij2;ht be made — and 
\^ry reasonably — upon the chance of our receiving 
unfair support." After observing that Commodore 
Rodgers had not accepted several verbal challenges 
which he had given, Captain Broke then proceeds to 
state very minutely the force of the Shannon, and 
offers to send all British ships out of reach, so that 
they might have a fair combat, at any place within a 
certain range aloii;: the roast of New England, which 
he specified ; if more agreeable, he offers to sail to- 
gether, and to warn the Chesapeake, by means of 
private signals of the approach of British ships of 
war, till they reach some solitary spot — or to sail 
with a flag of truce to any place out of the reach of 
British aid, so that the flag should hv hauled down 
when it was deemed fair to beji^in hoistilities. *' 1 en- 
treat you, sir,'' he concludes, "not to imagine that I 
am urged by mere personal vanity to the wish of 
meeting the Chesapeake, or that I depend only upon 
your personal ambition for your acceding to this 
invitation. We have both nobler motives. You will 
feel it as a compliment, if I say that the result of our 
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medling may be the most grateful service I can reftder 
to my country; and I doubt not that you, equally' 
confident of success, will feel conTuiced that it is only 
by repeated triumphs in even combats, that your Utile 

navy can now hope to console 3^our country for th# 
loss of that trade it can no longer protect." 

The style of this letter, with the exception of the 
puerile bravado about Commodore Hodprnrs, is frank 
and manly; and, if the force of the Shannon were 
correctly stated, would be such a a^aHejge |g might 
well be sent from a brave seaman to a galla^^dyer* 
savy We, however, are but two well satisfied, that 
Captain Broke studiously underrated the number of 
his guns and crew; or that, after his challenge, he 
must have received additions to both. That the 
Shannon had more funs than the number stated by' 
her commander, we team ttfm the testimony of the 
surviving officers of the Chesapeake ; who also assert, 
that she had three hundred and seventy-six men ; that 
she had an officer and sixteen men from the Belle 
Poule ; and that the hats of soiuc of her seamen were 
marked Tenedos." Such as it was, however, this 
letter, most uitfortiwa|isly,|^ever reached Captain 
Lawrence. If had r0celyed ii>^if he had been 
thus warned to prepare bis shifh^if he had had an 
opportunity of selecting his officers, and disciplining 
his crew — if, in sliort, he had been able to place the 
Chesapeake on any thing like equal terms with the 
Shannon, the combat might have been more bloody-—' 
there might have been such an engagement as has not' 
yet been seen between smgle ships on the ocean; 
Ibough we cannot suffer ourselves to doubt the result^ 
of it. But he knew nothing of this challenge — he saw 
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only the Shannon riding before him in defiance; he re- 
membered the spirit with which he himself had over- 
awed a«u||erior, and he could not brook for a moment, 
UMI 'ai^enemyi which seemed to be his equal, should 
iqsult ^^^ag. Although, therefore, the Chesapeake 
was comparatively an inferior ship — although his first 
lieutenant was sick on shore — altiiough three of his 
lieutenants had recently left her ; and, of the four who 
reniBiied, two were only midshipmen, acting as lieute- 
nants-^thoi|bfffrt^of his crew were new hands, and 
all of them had loSTsome of their dbcipline by staying 
in port*— yet, as hft'wotild have gone to sea In that situa* 
tion had no enemy appeared, he felt himself bound 
not to delay sailing on that account, and throwing 
himself, therefore, on his courage and his fortune, he 
determined, at once to attack the enemy. It was on 
the morning of the Ist Jun^^^ 18)d» that the Chesa- 
peake safled out of the harftdur of Boston, to meet 
the Shannon. As soofi at she got under weigh, 
Captain Lawrence called the crew together, and, 
having hoisted the white flag, with the motto of " free 
trade and sailors' rights," made a short address 
His speech,^ however^ was received with no en- 
thusiasm — OB fhe.contrarjc, signs pf dissalisiaction 
were evident; particularlj from a Wts wain's mate,- 
a Portuguese', who seemed to be at the head of the 
malcontents; and complaints were muttered, that 
they had not yet received their prize money. Such ^ 
expressions, at the eve of an action, were but ill 
boding[|of the result of it; but Captain Lawrepce^ML 
ignorant as he was of the character of his sai^piw^^ 
and unwilling at such a moment to d^mp their spirits 
by harshness, praerred his aeenstomed calmness, and 

4 ' . 
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had prize checks, at <nicey ffvei by the purser to 
those who had not Aceived them. While this scene 
was passing, the ^haimoii observing the Chesapeake 

coming out, bore awaj^. The Chesapeake followed 
her till four o'clock, in the afternoon, when she hauled 
up and fired a gun, on which the Shannon hove to. 
They manoeuvred for some time, till at about a quar- 
ter before siz» they approached within pistol^ot, 
and exchanged broadsides. 

These broadsides were both bloody ; but the fire 
of the Shaiiuon was most fortunate in the destruction 
of officers. The fourth lieutenant, Mr. Ballard, was 
mortally wounded-— the sailing master was killed, and 
Captain Lawrence received a musket ball in his leg, 
which caqsei]^ great pain, and profuse bleeding, but 
he leaned on companionrway, and continued to 
order and to animate his crew. A second and a 
third broadside was exchanged, with evident advan- 
tage on the part of the Chesapeake ; but, unfortu- 
nately, among those now wounded on board of her, 
was tiie first lieutenant, Mr. Ludlow, who was carried 
below'-^ree men were successively shot from the 
hehn, hi about twelve minutes from the commence* 
meat of the action ; and, as the hands were shifting, 
a shot disabled her foresail, so that she would no 
longrr answer her helm, and her anchor caught in 
one of ttie afterports of the Shannon, which enabled 
the latter to rake her upperdeck. As soon as Law- 
rence perceived that she was falling to leeward, and 
that by the Shannon's filling she would fall on board, 
he called his boarders, and was giving orders about 
the foresail, when he received a musket ball in 

his body. The bugleman, who should have called 

19* 
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the boarders, did not do his duty ; and, at this momeoty 
Commodore Broke, whose »bip had suffored ao much 
that he was preparing to repel boarding : percdYin^ 
from this accident, how the deck of the Chesapeake 

was swept, jumped on board with about twenty men. 
They would have been instantly repelled ; but the 
captain, the first lieutenant, the sailing master, the 
boatswain, lieutenant of marines, the only acting, 
lietttenant on the apardeck, were all kiQeci or^^bM» 
At the call of the boarders. Lieutenant Cox. ran pa 
deck, but just in time to receive hia falling commander, 
and bear liim below. Lieutenant Budd — the second 
lieutenant — led up the boarders, but only fifteen or 
twenty would follow him, and with these he defended, 
the ship till he was wounded and disabled. Lieute- 
nant Ludlow, wounded as he was, hurried upon deck, , 
where he soon received a mortal cut from a 8abre.^ 
The marines who were engaged fought with- desperate ; 
courage ; but they were few in numbers ; too many of 
them having followed the Portuguese boatswain^s 
mate, who exclaimed, it is said, as lie skulked below, 

so much for not paying men their prize money." 
Meanwhile the Shannon threw on board sixty addi* 
tional men, who soon succeeded in orerpowering tter 
seamen of the Chesapeake, who had now no officers 
to lead ur rally them, and took possession of the bhipj 
which was not, however, surrendered by any signal 
of submission ; but, became the enemy's, only because 
they were able to overwhelm all who were in a con- 
dition to resist 

As Captain Lawrence was carried below, he per- 
ceived the melancholy condition of the Chesapeakei 
but cried out, " Don't surrender the bhip." He was 
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taken down in the wardroom, and, as he lay in ex- 
moiatiBg imii) peroelTing that the noise above had 
eeased, he ordered the eui^eon to go on deck, and 
tell the officers to fight on to the last, and never 

strike the colours. They shall wave," said he, 
** while I live." But it was too late to resist or to 
struggle longer; the enemy had already possession 
of the ship. A s Captain Lawrence's wounds would 
not allow of his removal, be continaed in the ward- 
room, surrounded hj Yob wounded officers, and, after 
Imgering in great piun for fonr days, during which 
his suireriiigs were too acute to permit him to speak, 
or, pciliaps, to think of the sad events he had just 
witnessed, or do more than ask for what his situation 
required, he died on the 5th of June. His body was 
^wrapped in the colours of the Chesapeake, and laid 
on the quarterdeck, until they arrived at Halifax, 
-where he was buried with the highest military and 
naval honours; the British officers forgetting, for a 
moment, in their admiration of his character, that be 
had been but lately their enemy. His pall was sup- 
ported bjr the oldest captains in the navy then at 
Halifax, and no demonstration of respectful attention 
Iras omitted to honour the remains of a brave, but 
vmfortonate stranger. 

Thus prematurely perished, at the age of thirty- 
two, this crallant and generous seaman. Lost, as he 
was, in the full vigour of his powers, and with the 
imperfect measure of his fame, our hopes are for- 
bidden to dwell on the fond anticipation of what he 
ittght have been, and we are left to rest with a 
melancholy pleasure on the qualities which his short 
life had already developed. Lawrence seems to have 
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combined all the distinguished and endearing quali- 
ties ; the upeniicss of heart, the manliness of pride, the 
benevolence of feelings the chivalrous courage, which 
our imagination ascribes to the perfection of the naval 
character. He was devoted to hia profession, and to 
tike service. During nearly sixteen years which he 
spent in the navy, he never had a furlough, except 
one for about six weeks. The perfect order of his 
ship bore testimony to his merits as a disc iplinarian, 
while the zealous attachment of his crew, proved tliat 
his discipline had not been earned by harshness or 
seyerity. His courage was of a dating and desperate 
cast, but it was still regulated by. a calm sobriety 
of judgment. Indeed, the characteristic quality of 
Lawrence — that which must distinguished him as an 
officer, was coolness and perfect self-possession in the 
midst of danger. Of his kindness, of the warmth 
and generosity of his heart, which rendered him, em- 
phatically, a favourite of the navy, his bii^ther officers 
are all willing witnesses. These remembrances are, 
however, most cherished, where tiiey are now most 
consolatory — in the bosom of his lamUy; of the two 
widowed sisters, whose cares, during his infancy, he 
repaid with the kindest protection ; of his afilicted 
wife, who, with three children — the youngest bom 
since his father's death — ^is left to lament a loss, which 
the sympathy of her country may, in some degree, we 
trust, alleviate. 

In this sanguinary engagement the destruction was 
nearly equal on both sides. The Chesapeake lost 
her commander and forty-seven men killed, and 
ninety-seven wounded, of whpm fourteen afterwards 
died. Among these were Lieutenant Ludlow^ first 
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lieutenant of the ship, and TJcutcnant Ballard, the 
fourth lieutenant, butli excellent officers. 

On the part of the Shannon, Captain Broke was 
dangerously wounded, though he has siqce recovered; 
the first lieutenant, the purser, captain's cler]^ and 
twenty-three seamen killed, and fifty-seven 'persons 
wounded, besides Captain Broke. 

The capture of the Chesapeake is to be ascribed 
wholly to the extraordinary loss of officers, (a loss 
without any precedent, as far as we can recollect, 
in nayal history ;) and to her falling accidentally on 
board the Shannon. Daring {he three broadsides^ 
while the officers of the Chesapeake wsre^ living, and 
she was kept dear of the enemy, the snperiority was 
manifestly with the Americans. The Chesapeake 
had received scarcely any damage, while the Shannon 
had several shot between wind and water, and could 
with difficulty be kept^afioat during the succeeding 
night It was only when accident .threw the Chessp 
peake on board the Shannon, when her officers' were 
unable to lead on the boarders, that Captain Broke 
himself — contrary, we believe, to the regulations of 
the British navy — left his own ship, and was aMo. by 
superior numbers, to OTcrpuwer the distracted crew 
of the Chesapeake. 

We have heard many, accounts which we are very 
reluctantly compelled to believe^ of improper conduct 
by the British after the capture, and of brutal violence 
offered to the crew of the Chesapeake. As, however, 
some allowances are due to the exasperated passions 
of the moment; something, too, to the contusion of 
a bloody and doubtful struggle, we are unwilling to 
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prolong the remeiDbrance of imputations which maj 
he disproved, and, perhaps, have been exaggerated. 

Buf^e should wrong the memory of Captain 
Lawrence — we should he unjust to the officers of the 

Americon navy, with whose glory all Ihe as])iring 
ambition of the country is so closely blended — if we 
omitted any opportunity of giving the last and fairest 
lustre to their fame, by contrasting their conduct with 
that of the qpeipy ; or, if we forbore, from any mis- 
placed delicacy towards our adversaries, to report 
circumstancel^onnected with the iate of the Chesa- 
peake, which throw a broad and dazzling light on the 
generous magnanimity of our countrymen. 

When Capiaiii HuH took the Guerriere, every 
chest, trunk, and box belonging to the of^cers, con- 
taining, it was known, ttie fruits of a long cruise,, 
much of it against our own cquntrj, was delivered to- 
them without examination. The very trifles which 
the crew of ^e Constitution saved from the Guerriere, 
before she was blown up, were scrupulously restored 
to the English sailors ; no article of private property 
was touched. 

When Commodore Decatur took the Macedonian,, 
he purchased from Captain Carden upwards of a 
thousand dollars worth of things' in the ship, and 
Captain Carden was permitted to take the rest on 
shore. To such ;in cxicui was this kindnods abused, 
that every knife and fork — every cup and saucer — 
every plate and dish — every chair and table — in short, 
every thing which Captain Carden had used, was 
taken on shore ; and, before the Macedonian reached 
New York, the prizemiiater was oUlged to send on 
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board the United States for the most common ai ticles 
of daily use, as the prisoners had taken them all away. 
At the same time, the wardroom ofliccrs of the United 
States purchased their wine and other articles from 
the wardroQm officers of the Macedonian. 

When Commodore Bainhridge took the Jaya, all 
the property of all the officers and all the passengers, 
and tlic plate bclori<;iu^ to a high military commander, 
were restored instantly. The Aiuirican officers 
would have deemed it disgraceful to retain the private 
property of a brothe): oHicer, even though he were toi 
enemy and a prisoner. 

When Captain Lawrence took the Peacock, and 
the officers and crew of that vessel were left destitute, 
the officers and crew of the Hornet fed and clothed 
them from their own stores. 

When the Chesapeake was taken by the Shannon, 
the key of Captain Lawrence's storeroom was de- 
manded of the purser. It was given ; but the purser 
observed, at the same time, that in the captures of 
the Guerriere, Macedonian, and Java, the most scru- 
pulous regard was paid to the private property of the 
British oUicers ; that Captain Lawrence had laid in 
stores for a long cruise ; and that the value of them 
would be a great object to his widow and family, for 
whose use he was desirous, if possible, of preserving 
them. This request was not merely declined— it was 
haughtily and superciliously refused. 

Well, then — the enemy captured the Chesapeake 
— they enjoyed the little privnle property of Captain 
Lawrence; but they have not taken from him any 
of his individual fame, nor of his country's glory. 
However we may mourn the sufferings of that -day. 
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the loss of the Chesapeake has not, in our estima 
tion, Taried the relatire standing of the marine of 
the two couotrieB ; nor does it abate, in the slightest 
degree, any of the loftiness of our nayal pretensions. 
The contest was wholly unequal in ships, in guns, in 
crews, in ofKcers, in every thing. 

The Shannon was a better ship ; she had not upon 
her the curse of that ill-omened name, the Chesapeake. 
The Shannon was a stronger ship; she, mounted 
twenty-^ight eighteeen pounder^ on the maindeck, 
twenty-two thirty-two pound carronades, and two 
long brass nines or twelves, on the spardeck, and a 
large carronadc amklships, in all fifty-two guns, 
besides this last heavy carronade ; while the Chesa- 
peake mounted twenty-eight eighteen pounders on the 
maindeck, and twenty thirty-two pound carronades, 
and one eighteen pounder— chase gun— on the spar- 
deck, in oB forty^mnt guns. 

The Shannon had a better crew. Besides her 
complement she had seamen frum two other ships. 
That crew, too, had been long at sea; long in the 
ship ; were known ; were tried ; and, as CoxQmodore 
Broke sent a challenge, were, of course, tnen in 
whom — ^if they were not [ncked for the occasion — he 
knew he could confide. The Chesapeake had, on the 
contrary, in part, a new crew, unknown to their 
officers, not yet knowing their places, or the ship. 
The ship had not been more than a few hours at sea, 
and the landsmen and the laudswomen had been dis- 
missed from her on the very day of the engagement 
The officers, too, although we should be the last to 
detract from their merits, and although the manner in 
which they fought their ship does them the highest 
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honour, the officers were young and few in number, 
and had as y^t se^rcely any opportunity of disciplin- 
ing or knowing their aeamen; yet, under all these 
disadvantages, the great damage sustained by the 

Shannon, and the great loss of her crew, all of which 
took place before the boarding, warrant completely 
the opinion, that but for the accidental loss of otllcers, 
the victory would have been with the Chesapeake. 

So far, indeed, from humbling our national pride, 
the stubbornness with which, in spite of its inequality, 
this combat was sustained, only confirms us in a be- 
lief, not created by the events of that war, thou(^h not 
likely to be much shaken by them — a belief fonntd 
on circumstances whidi even a series of naval losses 
cannot now control—- a belief, too, in avowing which 
we are quite content to incur the charge of over« 
weening national prejudice — that in all the qualities 
essential to success on the ocean, the American seamen 
are not equal, but superior to the British seamen. 
It is no merit of theirs. Nature and circumstances 
have made them so. But so it is — they are physi- 
cally superior; they are morally superior. The warm 
and variable climate of the United States, has, to a 
certain degree, melted the original English constitu- 
tion of our ancestors, till, instead of the broad shoul- 
dered and ruddy form of the people of Great Britain, 
the Americans are a thinner race of men, with less 
personal strength and stamina, but with more activity, 
more quickness, more alertness. The lower classes 
of people in this country, too, derive from their popu- 
lar institutions more intelligence and education, they 
learn more, they learn easier, while the wider field 

for exertion, and the perfect freedom of employing 
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themselves in their own way, gives to the American 
character a certain play, and vigour » and animation 
not found in any other nation. The Americans, 
moreover, are generally younger men, more in the 
vigour of life. The state of our trade alao renders 
our seamen more adventurous. They make longer 
voyages, in smaller ^lii])S, and brave more dangers tlian 
can be expeiiencfd in the regular and monopolised, 
and convoyed commerce of Great Britan. They, be- 
sides, enter into the service voluntarily, and for short 
periods, and their minds have more of the elasticity of 
freedom than the seamen entombed on board a British 
man of war. The effect which these circumstances 
might naturiLlI y bn supposed to produce we iiav e often 
seen. The Americans vanquished the English at sea 
again and again during the^ Revolution. In the war 
'With France, the American squadrons were at least 
as active, as brave, and as vigilant against the enemy, 
as those of England. While the two navies were 
together in the Mediterranean, the superiority in 
ships, crews, nnd officers was, in the opinion of every 
stranger, decidedly with the Americans. How that 
pre-eminence was sustained in the recent war, need 
not be told. In short, the American seamen have 
always held that high rank on the ocean from which 
the casual loss of the Chesapeake, in an ill-matched 
combat, cannot degrade them, and which, we are sure, 
with the blessing of God, and a liberal policy from 
their country, they will always maintain.* 

Since the close of the war of 1812, the British 
historians have laboured hard to show that all the 
naval victories gained by the Americans, during that 
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war, were the result of untoward accidents, or of a 
greatly superior force on our side. James, in his 
Naval History,'' and Alison, in his recent History 

of Europe/' have distorted facts, and made wholly 
unfounded statements for this purpose. But the true 
state of the case was directly the reverse. Our vic- 
tories were won by superior gunnery and superior 
discipline, and their only one, where single frigates 
were opposed, was clearly the result of untoward 
accidents. By a process of careful analogy, some of 
our own writers have shown the grounds on which 
we declare our victories to have been fairly won; 
and yet our late enemies pretend to cite American 
authority for accounts of these victories in which the 
national vanity of the British is grossly and systemati- 
cally flattered at the expense of truth and justice. 
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SAAC HULL was born in 

Derby, near New Haven, 

\ , - |p Connecticut, in the year 

J 1775. 

His career on the ocean 
commenced when he was a 
mere boy. At the age of 
twelve years he went on 
board a prize taken by his father from the British, 
during the Revohition. His early adventures in the 
merchant service were of a very romantic character. 
Before he entered the navy, he had made eighteen 
voyages to different parts of Europe and the West 
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Indies. He entered the navy, as lieutenant, on the 
9th of March, 1798. 

His first active service was in the war with the 
French Republic, during the administration of John 
Adams. It tvill be recollected that the operations of 
this war werensonfined chiefly to the «xturpation of a 
species of yermin called French privateers from the 
West India seas, an exceedingly toilsome, but in- 
glorious service. The most celebrated actions of 
the war are the two battles of Commodore Truxtun, 
in each of which he compelled a French frigate of 
superior force to strike. Hull, however, then first 
lieutenant of the frigate Constitution, under Commo- 
dore Talbot, was fortunate enough, in May, 1 790, to 
obtain a separate command for a certain piece of 
service, which he achieved in a very brilliant stvlc. 

It having been ascertained that a French letter of 
marque, the Sandwich, was lying in Port Platte, St. 
Domingo, Commodore Talbot detached Mr. Hull, 
lieutenant of the Constitution, to reconnoitre in one 
of the frigate's cutters, and soon after finding the 
American slocjp Sally, employed on the coast of the 
island, he threw a party of seamen and marines into 
her, under the command of Mr. Hull, who arrived 
oS the port, with most of his men below, and ^o ar- 
ranged matters, that no suspicion of his intention 
was excited. The Sally ran the Sandwich aboard, 
the party of Mr. Hull went into her, and carried her 
without the loss of a man. At the same moment, 
Captain Carmick landed with the marines, entered 
the Spanish battery, under whose protection the 
Sandwich was lying, and spiked the guns. The 
Sandwich was stripped to her girt-line, and every 
2Q 2D* 
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thing was below. She was captured at midday, and, 
before sunset, she had her royal 5'ards across, her 
guna scaled, her American crew quartered, and soon 
after she weighed, beat out of the harbour, and joined 
the iHgate. Hull always considered thi%one of the 
roost creditable of his aohievements, and it is so n- 
garded by the best judges of nauticaJ exploits. It 
turned out, however, unfortunately for the Constitu- 
tion's people; for the legality of the capture in a 
neutral port being questioned, not only was the Sand- 
wich restored to her owners, but aU the prize money 
of the cruise went to pay damages,^ 

In the Tripolitan war of 1804, HulPs services were 
more important. It is well known that General 
Eaton, by takinfi; up the cause of the deposed Bashaw 
of Tripoli, Hamet Caramalli, and assisting him to 
capture Deme, came so near overturning the govem- 
ment, and humbling the barbarians to our own terms» 
that he was only prevented from doing this by the 
precipitate treaty of Mr. Lear. It is not so well 
known that it was Hull wdio aided General Eaton in 
the most essential manner by furnishin;; fiind.s, con- 
veying him to Egypt, and, finally, by battering the 
town and fortifications, while Eaton and his allies 
were^attacking it on the land side. The singularity 
of this affair — a body of Americans allied with 
Turks, attacking an African town by sea and land 
and capturing it — renders it one of the most romantic 
achievements in \vhich Mr. Hull was ever engaged. 

At the commencement of the war of 1812, Hull 
having been advanced in the meantime to the rank of 

r 
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captain, was placed in command of the frigate Con- 
stitution, in which be was destined to perform those 
brilliant actions which have rendered him one of the 
most celebrated heroes of our navy. His first exploit 

was the escape of the Constitution from a British 
squadron, which is justly regarded as one of the most 
remarkable recorded in naval history. The account 
of it contained in the official letter of Captain Hull has 
aU the interest of a romance. It is as follows :— 

« United Stated JHgaU CamtUution, at Sca.Julfil, 1812. 

Sir : — In pursuance of your orden •£ the 3d instant, I left An* 
napolis on the 5th instant, and the eapcs on the iSlby oC whieh I 
•dvisad yon by the pilot who brought the ship to sea. 

For several days after "wc got out, the wind was light and ahead, 
which, with a strong southerly current, prevented our making much 
way to the northward. On thn 17lh, at two, P. M., being in 
twenty-two f;ii!mms water ofTEsji^ hailxjur, four sail of ships were 
discovered from the mastheati, to the northward and in shore of 
us, apparently ships of war. The winrl being very light all sail 
was made in cliase of them, to abcerUiiu whether tbey were the 
enemy's fships, or onr squadron having got out of New York, wait- 
ictg the arrival of tlie Consutution, the latter of whkh I had reason 
to belie VP uas the rase. * 

At four, ill the afternoon, a ship was seen from the mastliead, 
bearing about ^. E., islanding for us under all sail, which she con* 
tinned to do nntil sundown, at which time she was too far off to 
dittingniah Bignaky tnd the thipe in ihoie only to be eeen from the 
tope ; they were standing oft to die aouthward and eastward. Mb 
tre could not ascertam before dark what the ship in the offing wis, 
I detennlned to stand for her, and get near enough to make the 
night signal. 

At ten, in the evening, being within six or eight miles of die 
strange sail, the private signal was made, and kept up nearly one 
honr, but finduig she could not aoswer it, I eonelnded she and the 
ships in shore wen enemy. 
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I immtdifttelj hauled off to Uie flauthward and eastward, and 
made all aailf hs?iiig detennined to lie off tUl daylight to see what 
they were. Tiie ship that we had been chasing hauled off after 
us, showing a light, and occasionally making signals, soppoaed to 

be for the ships in shore* 

On the 18th, at daylight, or a little before it was quite light, saw 
two sail under our lee, which proved to be frigates of the enony'i. 
One frigate astern within about five or six miles, and a line of battle 
ship, a frigate, a brig, and schooner, about ten or twelve miles 
directly astern, nil in chase of us, with a fine breeze, and coming 
up fast, it being nearly rnlm where we were. Soon after sunrise, 
the wind entirely lelt us and the ship would not steer, but fell 
round off with her head towards the two ships under oiir lee. The 
boats were instantly hoisted ont, and sent ahead to low ihc ship's 
head roiuid, and to endeavour to get her farther from the enemy, 
being then within five miles of three hr ivy frigates. The boats of 
the enemy were got out and sent ilu ad to tow, by which, with the 
light air that remained with tht ai, ihey came up very fast. Finding 
the enemy gaining on us, and but little chance of escaping from 
tliem, I ordered two of the guns on the gundeck to be ran out a* 
the cabin windows for stem guns on the gundeck, and hoisted one 
of the twenty-four poonders off the gundeck, and tan that, with the 
foreeastle gun, an eighteen poimder, out at the ports on ihe quar- 
terdeck, and deared the sMp for action, bemg detennined they 
shonld not get her without resislance on our part, notwithstanding 
their force and the sitoatioa we were placed in 

At abont seven, in the morning, the ship nearest ns approaching 
within gnnshot, and directly astern, I ordered one of the stem 
guns fired, to see if we cottld reach her, to endeavour to dlsabfe 
her masts; found the shot fell a little short, would not fire any 
more. 

A*, i^ht, four of the enemy's ships nearly within gunshot, some 
of them having six or eight boats ahead towing, with all their oars 
and sweeps out, to row them up with us, which they were ftst 
doing. It now appeared that we must be taken, and that our 

e«fcape was impossible — four heavy ships nearly within gunshot, 
and comino- up fast^ and not the least hope of a breeze to give us a 
chance of gettmg off by outsailiu"^ tlmm, 
in this situation, finding ourselves} in only twenty-four fathoms 
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watpr. b\- ihc suggestion of that valuable officer, Lieutcnnnt Morris, 
I determined to try and ^varp the slup ahead, by carrying out 
anchors and warping her np to tliem ; three or four lumdrcd 
fathoms of rope was instantly got np, and two ancliors got ready 
^nd sent ahcail, by whirh means we began to rrain ahead of the 
enemv ; they, however, soon saw our boats rarrymg out the anchors, 
liiul a lopied the same plan, under vcr\ advaiiUigeous circumstances, 
as all the boats from the ships lurthf miost off were sent to tow 
and warp up those nearest to us, by which means tliey again came 
up, so that at nine, the ship nearest us began to fire her bow guns, 
which we instantly returned by our stem guns in the cabin and 
on the quarterdeck. All the afaot from the enem^ fell short; hirt 
tre have reason to believe that some of ours went on board her, as 
xre could not see them strike the water. Soon after nine, a second 
frigate passed under our lee, and opened her broadside, but finding 
her shot fall short, disccmtinQed her fire ; but continued, as did all 
the rest of them, to make evety poesibfe exertion to get up with 
us. From nine to twelve, all hands were employed in warping 
the ship ahead, and in starting some of the water in the main hold 
to lighten her, whtch^ with the help of a light air, we rather gained 
of the enemy, or, at least, held our own. About two, in the after- 
noon, all the boats from the line of battle ship and some of the 
frigates were sent to the fngile nearest to us, to endeavour to tow 
her up, but a light breeze sprung up, which enabled us to hold way 
with her, notwithstanding they had eight or ten boats ahead, and 
all her sails furled to tow her to windward. The wind continued 
light until eleven at night, and the boats were kept ahead towing 
and warping to keep out of the reach of the rneniv, three of the 
frigates being very near us ; at eleven, we got a light breeze from 
the southward, the boats came alongside and were hoisted up, the 
ship having too much way to keep them ahead, the enemy still in 
chase and \'cry near. 

On the I9th, at daylight passed within gunshot of one of the 
frigates, but >lie did not fire on us, perhaps, for fear of becalming her, 
as the wind was light ; soon after passing us she tacked, and stood 
after us — at this Ume six sail were in sight, under all sail after us. 
At nine, in the morning, saw a stmagc sail on our weather beam, 
tfbppoeed to be an American merchaM ship j the instant the ftigate , 
nearest us saw her, she hoisted Ame ii ea n colours, as did all the 



Digitized by Google 



940 FSOM A BRITISH SQUADRON 



sqiindron, in hopes to decoy her dovsn; T immediately hoisted the 
Eiii.'li>h colours, that she might not be deceived; she soon hauled 
her w jad, and, it is io hp. hoped, made her escape. All this day 
the wind increased griiduully, nnd vrc gained on the enemy, in the 
course of the day, six or c.inhi miles; they, however, cuutiiiued 
chasing us all under a press ol sail. 

On tlie Wih^ ai daylight in the momiiig, onljT three of them could 
be seen from the masthead, the iieaiMt of wUdi wt« about twelve 
miles directly atlon. AU bande weie eet at wofk wettiQ; the 
nils, from the royals down, with the engine and fire buckets, and 
we soon found that we left the enemy very ftst. At a quarter past 
e^hty the enemf iinding that they weie fitft dropping astern, gave 
over chase, and hauled their wiud to the northward, probably for 
the etation off New Toik. At half peat eight, law a iail ahead, 
gave chaee after her under all eaiL At nine^ mw another strange 
tail under our lee bow, we soon spoke the first tfail discovered, 
and found her to be an American brig from St* Donringo, bound to 
Porthmd ; I directed the captain how to steer to avoid the enemy, 
and made sail for the vessel to leeward ; on coming up with her, 
she proved to be an American brig from St. Bartholomew's, bound 
to Philadelphia : but, on being informed of war, he bore up for 
Charleston, S. C. Finding the ship so far to the soutiiward and 
eastward, and the enemy^s squadron stationed off New York, 
which would make it impossible for the ship to get in there, I de- 
termined to make for Boston, to receive your farther orders, and 
I hope my having done so will weot your approbation. My wish 
to explain to you as clearly as poss l lt why your orders liave not 
been executed, and the length of time the enemy were in chase of 
us, with various other circumstances, have caused mo to nmkc this 
communicalion much longer than I could have wi^lu d. yet I i ;uinot 
in justice to the brave officers and crew under my command, close 
it witliout expressing to you the confidence I have in them, and 
assuring you that their conduct while under tlie guns of the enemy 
was such as might have been expected from American officers and 
seamen. 1 have the honour to be, with very great respect, sir, 
your obedient humble servant, 

(Signed) ISAAO Hvu. 

The Hon. Paul Hamilton, 
Seeieiarr of the Navy« WishniglBB.'* 
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Such is Captain Hull's modest account of this truly 
brilliant exploit. Sailing on a cruise immediately 
after this» with the same frigate, Offficers, *and crew, 
on the 19th of August he fell in with His Britannie 
Majesty's ship Gucrriere, rated at thirty-eight guns, 
and carryinf^ fifty, commanded by Captain Dacrcs, 
who. sonic time before, had politely endorsed on the 
register of an American ship an invitation to Captain 
Hull to give him a meeting of this kind. 

At half past three, P. M., Captain Hull made out 
his antagonist to be a frigate, and continued the chase 
till he was within about three miles, when4e cleared 
for action; the chase backed her main-topsail und 
waited for him to come down. As soon as the Con- 
stitution was ready, Hull bore down to bring the 
enemy to close action immediately; but, on his coming 
within gunshot, the Guerriere gave a broadside and 
filled away and wore, giving a broadside on the other 
tack ; but without efifect, her shot falling short She 
then continued wearing and manoeuvring for about 
three-quarters of an hour to get a raking position, — 
but, finding: she could not, she bore up and ran under 
her topsails and jib, with the wind on the quarter. 
During this time, the Constitution, not having fired 
a single broadside, the impatience of the officers and 
men to engage was excessive. Nothing but the most 
rigid discipline could have restrained them. Hull, 
however, was preparing to decide the contest in a 
summary method of his own Ho now made sail to 
bring the Constitution up with liei antagonist^ and» 
at five minutes before six, P. M., being ahngsidb 
witkin hoAf jnstol shoif he commenced a heavy 4l>(^^ 

from all his guns^ doutk-shioited mth rmmd\ (md^ 
2H 21 
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gngpe; and so well directed, and so well kept up tris 
the fire, that in sixteen minutes the mizenmast of the 
Guenriere went by the board, and her mainjard in 
the slin^, and the hull, rigging and sails were com- 
pletely torn to pieces. Tiie fire waa kept up for 
fifteen ininutes loii^cr, ivhen the main and foremast 
went, taking wi^h them every spar except the bow- 
sprit, and leaving the Guerriere a complete wreck. 
On seeing this, Hull ordered the firing to cease« 
having brought his enemy in thirty minutes after he 
was fairly alongside to such a condition, that a km 
more broadsides must have carried lior down. 

The prize be in*; so shattered that she was not 
worth bringing into port, after removing the prisoners 
to the Constitution, she was set on fire and blown 
up. In the action, the Constitution lost seven killed, 
and seven wounded; the Guerriere, fifteen kiHed, 
sixty-two wounded — ^including the captain and several 

officers, and twenty-four missing. 

The news of this victory was received in the 
United States with the greatest joy and exultation. 
All parties united in celebrating it, and the citizens 
and public authorities vied with each other in be- 
stowmg marks of approbation upon Captain Hull and 
his gallant officers and crew. 

Since the war of 1812, Commodore Hull has com- 
manded ill the Pacific and Mediterranean, and un the 
shore stations in the United States. He came to 
Philadelphia in the autumn of 1843. In the winter 
he was seized with the sickness which terminated 
bis honourable and usefiil life. He retained the fiiU 
exercise of his mental faculties to the last, and dted 
wiih the Gomposore becoming Lis character as a man, 



Digitiz 



DEATH OF COHMOBOBB HULL. 946 



and his hopes as a Christian. He departed this life 
OB Monday, the 13th of Febniaiy, 1843. He had 
made his will, and purchased the lot at Laurel Hill 
cemetery, where his remains are now deposited. 

Commodore Hull's attachment to his profession al- 
ways led him to honour it, and to preserve its dignity 
in his own character and deportment. He always 
wore his uniform, and, probably by his own direction, 
his corpse was laid out in the full dress of a conoh 
mander, and thus— > 

<'He ky liln a wtrrior ttking hit i«st,» 

and noble warrior he was — a glorious old commo- 
dore — with a soul full of all noble aspirations for his 
country's honour — a splendid relic of a departed 
epoch of naval renown. 
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WILLIAM HENRY ALLEN. 




EW among our naval 
heroes have had a more 
brilliant career than 
the subject of this me- 
moir. He entered the 
service at an early age, 
was actively engaged 
during the Tripolitan 
war, was present and 
bore a conspicuous 
part m the action between the United States and 
Macedonian, and finally fell desperately fighting 

against a superior force, giving, in his last hour, proofs 
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of gallantry which elicited the warmest admiration and 
the most marked tokens of respect from the enemy 
on whose soil his remains were buried. 

WiLUAM Henry Allen was bom at Providence^ 
Rhode Island, en the twenty-first day of October, 
1784. His father, William Allen, on the breaking 
out of uur rev ulutiunary troubles, was appointed a 
first lieutenant in the army. He continued in the 
army until the restoration of peace, and commanded 
the Rhode Island line of troops at tlie battle of Sara- 
toga, when he was advanced to the rank of major. 
He was present and actively engaged in most of the 
battles which were fought daring our revolutionary 
war; and in 1786, was appointed by Congress, senior 
officer of the legionary corps raised in Rhode Island. 
In the year 1799, he w^as appointed by the legislature 
of that State, brigadier general of militia. The 
mother of William Henry Allen, was the sister of 
the present Governor of Rhode Island. It was the 
intention of his parent that Henry should have re- 
ceived a liberal education ; and he went through the 
preparatory studies. He panted, however, for more 
active life; and, notwilstandiug the pressing remon- 
strances of his parents, he entered the navy, as a 
midshipman, in May 1800. 

In three months after his appointment, he was 
ordered on board the frigate George Washington, 
commanded by Commodore Bainbridge, to carry 
presents to the Dey of Alters. On his departure, 
he writes to his father, " I now bid you a short adieu; 
but, should it be the last, you shall have the satisfac- 
tion to hear of my good conduct in my station as an 
officer and as a gentteman." 
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This oiQiae was attended with peeuliiuiiy of kid- 
dent The demand of Iba Dey of Algi^, that the 

fripratc should be employed in cnnyin^ his presents 
to ihc Orand Seignior, at Coji^UuliUuple, nnd the 
unavailing reiuotauce mi i«moii«irances of U^j^tiyia 
Bainbridge, are circumstances generally known. 

It waa the first time that the«flag of an AnMrkiaB 
Drigafe had waved in the harboor of Cooatenlmopie. 
The fine order of the ship, and the exedHent discipline 
observed uiuunu the oificcrs and n, U ndrd to iin- 
pi"C&£; Vfi'y high idoas uf the Atiiri ii-aii rli;iracl'.'r la si 
quarter of the world where belure it was unknown. 

Ck)mmodore Bainbridge retomed to America, on 
the 19th of April, 1801^ when a leduetion of ^the 
navy enaned. In et|^t iays after the retum of Iba 
aabject of tiie present memoir, and wlule he mm 
solacin^c himself in the hope of once more visiting his 
fariiil\ and ihciidi,, W ^va> '.rdri-pd on boarU the 
Philadelphia, under the conimand ul CapUua fiarrofif 
to scour the Mediterranean sea again. 

He bade his friends a cordial adieu^ and entered 
on the service with that promptitude that ever dte- 
tingutshed him. Nothing material transpired doring 
the cruise. The ship returned to the United States, 
on the 27th of June, 1802. For the first time, after 
Lib entrance into the service of his couuti }" wns he 
now enabled to enjoy the society of his iiriend^ and 
to visit his paternal abode. This, however^ wag hut 
a short repose allowed him firom the fatigues of naffri 
service, for in October, 18Q8, he suled in the frigate 
John Adams, commanded by Captain Rodgers, te 
visit, for the third time, the shores of the McdileV' 
ranean. 
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During the royage, he was informedt by his cor- 
respondent of a report) which afterwards proved to 
be urfbunded, that a yoimg^ officer was advanced 
over bis head. Tins Is ihe manly reply of a boy of 
seventeen : "I am too well grounded in old principles 
to mind such assaults now. If the government de- 
cide thus, I can say — amen, with all my heart.** 

Commodore Rodgers returned irom this cruise, in 
Deccmberi 1803. Early in the year 1804, he was 
ordered on board the frigate Congress, lying at 
Washington, of which he was appointed sailing 
master. This frigate sidled on the 1st of July, tmder 
the command of Captain Rodgers, for the Mediter- 
ranean. On the outward-bound passage, while the 
ship was lying to, in a violent gale, Allen was on 
the foreyard, assisting the sailors in taking a reef 
Letting fall that part of the sail on which he had 
hold, he was precipitated headlong into the sea, to 
the depth of twenty feet, passing, in his fall, very 
near the anchor on the bows. Fortunately, he arose 
near the mizen chains, and, by taking hold on them, 
narrowly escaped inevitable death, as the ship was 
then drifting very fast. While cruising off the coast 
of Tripoli, Captain Rodgera intended, if the command 
should have devolved upon him, in consequence of the 
illness of Commodore Bairon, an attack on that place. 
He toot Allen vrith him in the schooner to take the 
soundings, preparatory to the anticipated assault. 
They entered the harbour with muffled oars; and, 
after taking a sounding, and complete survey, they 
passed so near the TripoUne ^nboats, that they dis- 
^tincily heard the men conireraing below. They also 
heard the sentinels on the waUs of the battery con- 
Si 
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versing together. As they were returning: from the 
harbour, a heavy gale sprung up, and they had a 
narrow escape to the Nautilus, which vessel was then 
in the very act of leaving her positioii. 

In the monUi of October, 1805, Captain Rodgers 
removed to the frigate Constitution, and assumed the 
coramand of the squadron, in consequence of the re- 
turn of Captain Barron to the United States. Mr. 
Allen was also removed to the Constitution, and pro- 
moted to a lieutenancy. He served as third lieute^ 
nant on hoard the Constitution, and returned in that 
frigate to the United States, in the year 1806. 

During these several cruises to the Mediterranean, 
although nothing transpired on board of the frigates 
where Lieutenant Allen was stationed, that might 
fairly be denominated naval glory, still a peculiarity 
of circumstances gave a lofty and elevated tone to the 
feelings of all the officers. An American squadron 
in the waters of the Meditetranean was itself a 
novelty. That squadron was small, and it was des- 
tined to pass under the review and strict scrutiny of 
English ships of war occasionally stationed in these 
seas, and passing the straits of Gibraltar. Personal 
courage, skill, %nd correctness of discipline, could 
alone insure them respect in a company so illustrious ; 
and to these points all their efforts were directed. 
They felt the high responsihility attached 'to their 
station, and, knowing how important the first impree* 
sion of a national character was, they acted up tO 
that dignity which the occasion demanded. 

After this long and fatiguing cruise, he was per- 
mitted, for a short time, to visit his friends and 
relationB in Providence. In February, 1807, he 
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received (uders from Government to join the frigate 
Chesapeake, commanded hy Captain Barron, then 
fitting out at Washington^ for the straits. He re- 
mained at Philadelphia while the ship was preparing 
for sea, during which time he was busily employed in 
recruitlilg men for the service^ and then entered as 
third Beutenant. The attack on the Chesapeake, 
by the Leopard, succeeded shortly after the former 
sailing. The unfortunalc result of this affair was 
peculiarly trying to Lieutenant Allen, and his feelings 
were very warmly expressed at the time in his letters. 
The only gun ikai was fired at the Leopard, during 
the encounter, was touched off by Mr. Allen, by 
means of a coal held in his fingers. 

Dunng the operation of the embargo, in 1808, the 
Chesapeake, to which Lieutenant Allen was still at- 
tached, cruised off Block island, and captured several 
vessels violating the law. From motives of delicacy, 
he desired to be excused from boarding any vessels 
belonging to his native State. Mr. Allen remained 
in the Chesapeake, in this service, until February 
1809, when he was ordered, by government, to ^oin 
the frigate United States, while lying at Washington, 
under the command of Commodore Decatur. The 
Commodore was himself absent, and the equipping 
of the frigate wa^ iviiy that devolved on his ^st 
lieutenant, who was not, for a space of two months," 
absent a moment from the navy yard. This 
lay part of the tim» at #^orfolk, and the Mmainder of 
the time was engaged in short cruises ou tlie coast, 
until the declaration of war against Great^ritain, in 
1812. Shortly after, the United States frigate sailed 
upon a cruise; and on the iSdth of October, 181i^ in 
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'IrtitWIe 89, N. Iongit«ie 29, ^ ht mlh 

•Britannic Majesty's ship, the Macedonian; commanded 
\>\ r i:[M ;iUi Garden. She was a frigate of the larcrest 
f l;ssd, mounting fuily-nine (mi i lajr^^ <riin«. ntid luputed 
oao of tlic swiftest sailers in the jDiiiisii navy. When 
'^tiilt frigate first hove in flight, and while^oiiitohslfMia 
^ftvaii en Aard of ^the United States ti^pr^A4)d^ 
gttlkm, Lieutenait Aflen wnmte^ aloft ; and,>aAat 
irAhinf^ her closaly for aome time, -at Jlength dis- 
covered the English pLUiiauL He descended to his 
comrades, wiio were im|>r»t}entlv awaifmjr liiin I rlow, 
and jocoaely pronounced Uie frigate a lawful prize, 
^^cnemy having the advantage «i^*vitaMi|r|6qg|ft 
^ athi^Hoiwndifltanoe, a^d tliecotitastmaktpt^te 
»^nie,htflir and minutes. Thai. UoltadifPatM 
pouM sneh it ^iseaaani fife, that ihe '^onH ^ff^ 
the crew of the Macedr niaii were distinctly li< ud, 
who, fruiit ihnt cause, fij pielieiided har to be in ilaiues. 
Her colours were, nevertheless, hauled down shortly 
^afterwards. In the engagement, she lost her mizen- 
jnaat, fore Ind main"topmast8, and maltfyard: f&tb 
HTflS likewise imoch damaged jn her hull. ^Adr^l^ttk 
i^eld%i^a]idlllrty-eight woandetf/ 'i0n teaff34fe 
United States frigate five only were killed, and aeyen 
wuanded. The Anieiican frigate rcpeivod ' *^o little 
damage in this engagement, that she would sLiil have^ 
continued her cruise, taid it not bec^ neOesMi^r^ 
her to nccomj^ny ^er prize into port, on ^ofs^duA^ 
'liie^rippM state of the Biittish .frigatd. ^ny com- 
inanfa oilt)iis Splendid nustiofv^^-m fo^ gioelofis 
to the arms o^ our countrymen — wqjjjbd surely no^ 
be Hinss. * ' ' fc- * 

J^i t^jP United ;:>tatcs frigate, Lieutenant Alkn was 
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nKWt assidnotM in exereismg aiid tn^ing ibe tww to 

the use of the artillery. Tlic accuracy with which 
the guns were directed, and the cclnrity with which 
they could be fired, evince the improvement of their 
discipline; and, indeed, it could not be surpassed. 
After Captain Garden had ^ne on boaid^the United 
States, Lieutenant AUe^ requested liie other offieerai 
to go in a boat which was ready for them. Tilie 
lieutenant of the Macedonian surlily said, " YoO*do 
not intend to send mc away without my ba<r^age ?" 

I hope,'' replied Allen, you do not suppose you 
have been taken by privateersmen V* ^ . 

« I do not knoW^'-HrepMed the oth^ nidely-p-'' by 
whom I am taken.'' * , \ 

Llentenant Allen sternly ordered him instantly into 
the hoat, and he immediately went. Lieutenant Allen 
placed a guard over the baggage of the officers, and, 
as soon as the other duties which demanded his at- 
tention were concluded, he sent the same day aH Ihe 
haggp^e on hoard the United States. The surgeon 
of the Macedonian continoed on ]board ; and he fi«- 
qnently, in conyersa^on, bore testimony to the Idnd- 
ness of Licutr iiant Allen, towards that part of the crew 
remaining in the Macedonian, particularly toward the 
wounded. The 3¥ardroom oiticers of the Macedonian 
expressed to the wardroom officers of the United 
States^ af deep sense of the civititbs which ^ey had 
received; and wished to give, jomtly, another espies- 
sion of their gratitude, in a writing which might he 
considered as a letter to all British officers, to secure 
their good treatment, in case the United States should 
be captured. This certificate of protection very 
properly declined. 



Digitized by Google 



tM ALLSN BRINGS IN T&E P&IK& 



' To Lneutenant Allen was entrusted the honourable 
charge of bringing tlie prize into port, and she safely 
arcived in the harbour of New York, amidst the 
enthusiastic gratulations of our countrjrmeiL His 
shire in this glorious action cannot be better ex- 
pressed than in the words of Commodore Decatur 
himself: "It would be unjust," continues this gallant 
officer, "it would be unjust in me to discriminate, 
whero all met my fullest exprrtnt K^ns. Permit me, 
however, to recommend to tiie particular notice of 
the Secretaiy, my first lieutenant, Wm. H. Allen, 
whg iias served with me upwards^lMire years; and to 
liis !|{irenutted exertions, in disciplining the crew, is 
to be ipaputed the obvious superiority of our gunnery, 
exhibited in the result of this conquest.*' * 

'fThe corporation and citizens of New York honour- 
ed him and his commander with a splendid and superb 
festival; and the legislatures of Rhode Island and 
Vir^nia presented him vrith a sword, as a testimonial 
of^their* sense of his gallant services. Theip was 
e#ry thing in this victory which could gratify the 
pride of an American. The individual injury done to 
our enemy by the loss of a frigate, or the advantage 
to ourselves, by acquiring one, is nothing. It in- 
spires a loftiness of feeling, a confidence, that is 
comwnicated to other souls, and introduces a strain 
W patnotic * sanctions perfectly r noveL It breaks 
the sea-spdl that seemed^ to surround the navy of 
England. 

When the Macedonian struck. Lieutenant Allen, 
in taking possession, came alongside. Those on 
<board were so uncivil as to neglect handing him a 
fope, for the purpose of getting on board, and he had 
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to clamber up the side by the chains. Arriving at 
Nantucket shoals, the United States frigate and thfT 
Macedonian, which, beibre, had continuallj kept to- 
gether, then parted in a gale. The wind was so high, 

he entertained serious apprehensions that the vessel 
would founder. He determined, as a last resort, to 
ancflbr where she was, putting two or three cables on 
end. He thought he could ride any gale in that 
manner, and wi^nld not believe the contrary, until it 
was proi^ by jiperiment The storm, however, 
abated, and hjju^ed safe at Newport, to the great 
exultation of theVnabitants of tHit place, on the same 
day of the same month that Admiral Parker arrived 
there with his fleet, during our revolutionary war. 

He here received a visit from his uncle, the 
Governor of Rhode Island, whom he invited "down, 
and saluted with a discharge of nine guns on his 
arrival on board. While in the Sound, waiting a 
favourable wind, to proceed to New York, he was 
visited by people from all parts uf the adjacent country. 

The Sunday previous to the battle, the wardroom 
offiror'^ of the Macedonian toasted an American fri- 
gate. On the following Sunday, they were Ratified 
by the fulfilment of their wishes. 

After this, Lieutenant Allen was allowed some 
little respite from the naval service; he visited his 
native laiul^ aiul received the knid ( ( ni^ralukilioiis of 
his relatives and friends, in the bosom of his paternal 
abode. This repose was, however, but of short dura- 
tion ; the strong and imperative calls of his coi^itry^ 
once moce summoned him to active duty. ^ 

Shortly after the arrival of the Macedonian 8t 
New York, the Argus returned to that pott, cook 
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manded by Captain Sinclair. He obtained leave to 
yisit his friends ; and, by order of Commodore De- 
C8tur» liieatenant Allen took the command. He 
thoroughly repaired the TeBsel, jond pceived an order 
from.^ Commodore to go in quest of a British hrig 
of war, , reported to*J^ in. the Sound. The wl|ple 
crew of the Hornet, eommanded by Lieutenant Shu- 
brick, volunteered their services. He remained in 
the Sound for the space of a week, without meeting 
with the enemy, when he receivedM^ie ord^^s of the 
Commodore to return. 

On the death of Mr. Barlow/^pMilimster at the 
court of France, our goyem^ent deemed it expedient 
to renew the negotiation. Mr. 'Crawford^ wg| ap- 
pointed as his successor; and the subject of the 
present memoir, now advanced to the rank of master 
and commander, was directed to take command of 
the Argus, and to conduct our minister to the place of 
his destinatioii. He accepted the appointment with' 
his usual juromptitude, and sailed with our new min- 
ister for France. He was so fortunate as to elude 
the vigilance of the blockading squadron, and arrived 
at the port of L' Orient, in twenty-three days. He 
informs the Secretary of the Navy, in his letter, bear- 
ing date June 12th, 181S, that ''he shall immediately 
proceed to put in execution his orders as to the ulte* 
tenor purposes of his destination." 

The business here, which, from prudential motives, 
is so darkly hinted at, was, undoubtedly, as appears 
/rom the sequel, to sail in the Irish channel, and 
annoy the English commerce. It was a service, to a 
n^ fond of glory, peculiarly invidious. Such con- 
quests were attended with no honour; and Captain 
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ABen, in compliance ^tfa ^8 orders, '|iteme4. peon- ^ 

liarly solicitous, in the discharge of this unthankful 
office, to make the enemy feel and confess the motives 
by which he was guided. The injury which he did 
to the British comnierce is, in, some of their papttp, 
estiinated to the amofunt of two nillions. WbUe mM 
employojl tn* burning, sinking "^Imd Atotroying the 
enemy's property, Captain Allen was peculiarly care- 
ful to distinguish his character from those who depre- 
dated for selfish purposes only. The property of the 
passengers was sacred from hostility ; not nn article 
of that kind would he suff&9J|p be touched. The 
paasengeiB were allowed to go belowj and to take . 
what ttey claimed as their own, and no hand8'\b0-,. 
longing to the Argw wwe permitfeed to inspect Hbm 
while they were employed in so doing. On one. 
occasion, when a passenger had left his surtout be- 
hind him, it was sent after him in the boat; on 
another occasion, Captain Allen ordered one of his 
hands, who was detected in the act of some petty 
plunder of this kind> to be flo^pged at the gangway, 
^he English papers^ while they were writhing under 
the severe injuries thus inilicted, were unanimous in 
their testimonials of respect to the conduct of this 
gallant officer, for the humanity and delicacy with 
which he performed a service so invidious. Probably 
no action of his life could more plainly distinguish ' 
his character than this ^ he loved danger, as much as - 
he abhorred to plunder the defenceless. « \ - 

It appears very evident, th%t if prudence^vas con* 
suited, it was his duty to avoid an engagement. The 
damage which he might have done the enemy, by 
another species of warfare, was, beyond ail comparison, 
2K 22* 
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greater than by rialdDg a battle, even if fortune should 
decide the controversy in his favoiur. - Ev«n ai^ktaiy 
ensured capture, for, alone and unsupported aft he was, 
his own ship would, in all huMn probability, suffer 

maj.crial injury, and botli the captured and tiie captor 
become the prize ofi^one of the many frigates then 

^swarming in the English channel. These considera- 
tions, however, would have but little |pight with him. 
He declared previously to hff^ setting out, that he 
would run from no two n^st^d^jrpssci}. An:uou8 to 
quit himself of a business-which he sa much disliked, 
be sdught an opportmiityHo act in a situation more 
congenial to his feelings. He burned for an encounter 
with an enemy even of considerably superior force, 
with whom he might risk an encounter ; and ihe op- 
portunity finally presented itself. 

• Bylfae official letter of Lieutenant T^tson to the 
Secretary of the^Navy, dated at Norfolk, on the 2d 
of March, 1815, it appears that the number of vessels 
captured by the Ar^rus dui ing the cruise was twenty, 
and that in latitude 52° 15', N. longitude 5° 50' W.; 
on the 14th of August, 181S, at four o'clock, P. M., 
they discovered a large brig of war bearing down 
upon them, under a press of sail, and immediittely 

^ prepared to receive her. The action commenced at 
six oVlock, and lasted till forty-seven minutes past 
six, durin<^ a greater part of which time the enem}'', 
having a cboice of position which enabled him to rake 
the Argus repeatedly, and to render her unmanage- 
able from the injury done to the rigging in the early 
part of the action, rtduced the Argus to a completb 
wreck, and she was dually compelled to sMce. This 
r^iult is not to be wondered at, when we consider^ 
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the superior force of the enemy's vessel, -which was 
the sloop of war Pelican, of twenty-one carringe guns; 
viz., sixteen tlurty-two pound carronadcs, four long 
sixes, and one twelve pound carronadc.* The ArgQi 
lost flix killed in the action, five who lobeeqaently 
died of their immds, and twelve wounded. Among 
the killed wero two nNdshtpmen— Messra. Delphy 
and Edwards — and among the mortally wounded, 
was the gallunt Captain Allen himself. He was des- 
perately wounded in the early part of the action ; re- 
fused to be carried below, and fainted on the deck 
from the loss of blood. When he was removed from 
hia berth to the hospital, for amputation, he caat hia 
languid eyes on hia Huthful comrades, and feelingly 
pronounced these words : ** God bless you, my lads ! 
we shall never meet again.'* The following letter 
will speak fur itself. 

[Copy of a letter from John Hawker, Esq., cidevant 
American vice eonsuli dated] 

*^Plt/mmdk, 19th jQugviM^ 1813. 

** Sir :— The situation I have had the iionour to hold for many 
years past, of Ameriain vice consnl, calls forth my poignant feelinfs 
in the communication I have to make to you, of liie death of your 
8on, Captain Allen, kie cuuimanding the United States' brig of war 
Argus, which veMel was capCmred on Saturday last) in the Iriah 
ebtmnly alter n very sharp actioa of flnee^milm of ca kowv I17 
Hb Britannic Majesty^s ship Pelican. 

u Early in die coniett, Gaptain Allen lost hii leg, bat teAiaed to 
be carried below, tOl, fram ifae loaa of Uoody he fidaled. Meem. 
Edwarde and Delpby, midabipmeny and lour seameny woe killed $ 
and Lientenant Watson, the eaipenter, boalmui, boatnrahi^ onle, 
and aeren men wounded. Gkplain Allen anbmitted to ampntatMii 

* The Aigus rated sixteen^ and carried twenty guns y viz., eighteen 
twenty-four pound carronodes, and two kog twelTes. The Bntiah 
aaae thak kaa at eefea UDad Md vooadei. 
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•bove the knee, whflfl at ves. He wai ya a ter day morning atiendwl 
by veiy eminent nugiedl gentlemen, and reniovcd from the Argm 
to the bo^ital, where every possible attentiou and aetistance would 
have been affi>lded) had he survived ; but which was not, from the 
filflt moment, expected, from the shattered s^te of liLs thigh. At 
eleven, last night, he breathed his lar! * He was sensible^at ielM^ 
▼als, till within ten minutes of his dissolution, whrn hp piiTik eSt» 
haustedf and expired without a struggle. }}'v< lucid mlen'als wcm 
Tery cheerful; and he was sntisficd and fully sensible th •* no 
advice or assistance ■^vnnld be wanting. A detnrhed ronm ^vis' 
prepared by the commissary and chief surgeon. ai:il ti ni ili aitmd- 
anls engaged, that evm' tenderness and re«»p^rt uiiLi lit Iji cxi'i rteaced. 
The master, pui^cr. MirL'i'"iu and ouu uiiiUaiii]itn;i:i, ui^-ompanied 
Captain Allen, who wih attended by his tw n ^rv\mii6. 

have comiauiiicait'>i ami anuugcii Willi tia' oillfws respecting 
the funeral, whicli uUi be ui Uie most^ rcspectl'ui, aaJ, ai Ui'' .^a.-ae 
time, economical manner. The port admiral has signified tiai it is 
the iiiieiiiion of His Britannic Majesty's government that it be pub- 
licly attended by officers of rank^ and widi military honours. The 
time fixed fat the proeeesiim ii on Satordsy, at etoven, A. M> A 
IkttliDantFCcdonel's guard, of the- Boyal BhrineB) ie aleo appointed. 
A wdnacot eoffin has been ordered; on the breas^to of which 
will be inscribed as below.* BIr. Delphy, one of tfie midiliqiQieii 
who lost holh legs, and died at sea, was buried yesleiday, in St 
Andrew^s chmehyafd. I have requested that Ghpltift AUmi may 
be boried as near him^ on the i^htf (in the same vsnl^ jf pnciiak 
bl%) as possible. 

I fsmaiDi vespeetfiillyy siff 

*^ Tonr moat obedient homble servant, - 
(Signed*) ^JoBirHawaB. 

<<Cidevaat American vice comoL 

**To GciKral Alien, &:r.. dM., 
" Frovideoce, Rhode Islaud." 

The following extract from a London paper, shows 
the order of procession. 

* A tablet, wheieoa wiii bo roconled the name, rank, age, and character of the 
h w MBi , aad tlw of Ihs midrfupman, wiM be placed, (if it cm he eoBlif*H) «i 
IhmmiiHirfi beih haling loitlhakfisi fa flilaiii«iv ihrirfloni*r- 



'^•I'iiiiiliiBnilo'" 



THB FUNBBAL. 



Ml 



^Pljfmouth^ August 24. 

On Saturday last, the 31st, was intemd with 
military honours, William Henry Allen, Esq., late 
commander of the United States sloop of war Argus, 

who lost his left kg in an action with His Majesty's 
sloop of war Pelican, J. F. Maples, Esq., captain, in 
St Gcoi <j;c's channel, the 14th inst., whereof he died 
in the Mill Prison hospital, on the 15th following. 

^'Procession. — Guard of honour. Lieutenant* 
colonel of Royal Marines, with two companies of that 
corps. The captains, subalterns, and field adjutant. 
(OflBcers with hatbands and scarfs.) Royal Marine 
band. Vicar and Curate of St. Andrew's, Clerk 
of ditto. The Jiearse — with the corpse of tlie de- 
ceased Captain— attended by eight seamen, late of the 
Argus, with crape round their arms, tied with white 
crape ribbon. Also eight British captains, of the 
Royal Navy, as Pall-bearers, with hatbands and 
scarfs. Captain Allen's servants, in mourning. The 
officers late of the Argus, in uniform, with crape 
sashes and hatbands, two and two. John Hawker, 
Esq.) late American vice consul, and his clerks. 
Captain Pellowe, commissioner for prisoners of war. 
Dr. Magrath, chief medical officer at Mill Prison 
depot. Captains of the Royal Navy in port, two 
and two — followed by a very numerous and respect- 
able retinue of inhabitants. 

The procession left Mill Prison at twelve o'clock, 
^he cofi^ was covered with a velvet pall, and the 
ensign under which the action was fought, and upon 
that the hat and sword of the deceased were laid. 
On the coffin being removed to the hearse, the guard 
saluted ; and, when deposited in the hearse, the pro- 
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ceision moved forward, the band playing the 'Dead 
Mareh m Sa«l.' On thor arrlTai near^tte ehdrehy 
the guard halted and dabbed arms, flin|le fliee Hi- 
ward, through which the procession passed to the 
church, into which the corpse nvus carried, arid de- 
posited in the centry aisle, whde tlic j'uiK^rid service 
was read by the reverend Vicar, after which it waa 
lemoyed and interred in the eoath yai^ (pmeaag 
. throngfa the guard in the aame mann^ Aotti ii 46 the 
ehurch,) on the right of Mr. Delphy, ittMAIfMMli^ 
the Aro;us,.who lost liuth iiis legs in the same action, 
and was buried the preceding evcnii)^.'* 

Thus lived and died, William Henry Allen. By 
the company and convereatinn of^the elegant and 
polite, the hard and severe datiee of tlie eiiov ae- 
^qaified a sort of polish, and his chariseter preeented 
that eombmation of gallantry, grace, and MuspMlty, 
that so irresistibl} attracts. In the liour of dan^rer, 
he was calm, intrepid and parfeverin;^ ; in ])rivate in- 
tercourse guarded, atikble, and delicate. Entering 
into the navy mth laige and expanded ideas of honour, 
the perils he encoontei^ed, and the hard esrviee im 
eadnred^ consolidated his romantic and ioathig iMens 
into rules and principles of action. By never loW^ 
ing his lofty standaid amidst the jostle of so many 
contending diOlcuUicii, he at leniXtli arrived at tlie 
eminence which he sought, and new trials served 
only to call into exercise new and Qnexplorsd re- 



other consideration for glory, that he finally measured 
his life by this standard, and felt a repulsive anti- 
pathy to whatever fell short of that measure.^ 
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JOHNSTON BLAKELEY. 

OHNSTONBLAKELEYwaa 
born near the village of Seaford, 
in the county of Down, Ireland, 
in the month of October, 1781. 
Two years afterwards his father, 
Mr. John Blakeley, emigrated to 
this country ; and, after residing 
at Philadelphia a few months, 
left it for Charleston, Soutu 
Carolina, with a view of engaging in business. Meet- 
ing, however, with but little encouragement at Charles- 
ton, he finally removed to Wilmington, North Caro- 
lina, allured by more favourable prospects. Soon 
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alter his establistiment at this place, Mr. Blakeley was 
deprived, one by one, of his ^e, and all his children, 

except his son Johnston. 

Ascribing these successive losses to the insalubrity 
of the climate, which is said to be peculiarly un- 
favourable to children, Mr. Blakeley was induced to 
send his only surviving son to New York; as well 
with a view to the preservation of his health, as to 
afford him an opportunity of acquiring an education. - 
Johnston was, accordingly, in the year 1 790, sent to 
that place, and committed to the care of Mr. Hoope, 
a respectable merchant of that place, and an old 
friend of his father. Here he remained five years, 
assiduously pursuing his studies ; at the end of which 
he returned to Wilmington, where he remained 
for some time without any particular pursuit or oc- 
cupation. 

It was the intention of his father to bring him up 
to the law, and, with a view to qualify him for that 
profession, he was placed, in 1796, at the University 
of North Carolina, — a most respectable institution, 
situated at Chapel Hill, in the county of Orange. 
While pursuing his studies here, he was deprived of 
his father, who diud the year after youii;^ Blakely 
entered the University ; leaving be! lind him the cha- 
racter of a good man, equally exemplary as a parent 
and a citizen. Young Blakeley was now without a 
relative in this country, to whom he could look up 
for ad^ce, or protection, or assistance; and it became 
necessary for him to choose a guardian. In this 
choice he was singularly fortunate, in the selection 
of Mr. Jones, Tin eminent lawyer, of W'ihnin^on, who 
most tenderly and generously supplied the place of a 
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father. With occasional intermissions, he remained 
at college till some time in the year 1799; when, by 
some misfortune, of which we have nevw been able 
to obtaiB aoy distinct account, and which, therefore! 
we will not attempt to detail, he was depriired of the 
support derived from his father, and compelled to re- 
linquish his studies at the University, as well as bis 
intention of practising the law. 

' Having long bad a predilection lor a naval life, — 
which, however, he had, with a self-denial worthy of 
imitation, ccmcealed from his father, — ^he solicited, 
and, through the friendly exertions of Mr. Jones, 
obtained a midshipman's warrant, in tiie year 1800. 
It is but just to state, ho\v(;vcr, that previous to 
making this application, Mr. Jones, desirous that his 
young ward should fulBl the wishes of his deceased 
parent, kindly offered to take him to his housed and 
to afford him every facility in his power, to complete 
his legal studies. Unwilling to accumulate obliga- 
tions he might never repay, and, perhaps, too, stimu- 
lated by a clear perception of the line of life nature 
had marked out for him, he declined this generous 
o^er. In every subsequent situation, lie retained and 
demonstrated the most grateful recollection of Mr. 
Jones's friendship, and, to the end of his life, acknow* 
ledged him his braefactbr . 

"As any thing*' — ^writes the gentlemen who fur- 
nished us the materials for this Biography, and whose 
language we have almost every where followed — 

which illustrates the character of so much departed 
worth, especially where the quahties of the heart are 
so weM calculated to excite our admiration, cannot 
but be interesting, I have furnished a few extracts 
2h fS3 
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irom tbe letters of Captain Blakeley, written to me at 
Turioua periods. HaTing been deprived of hie father 
at an age when tiie deaire of knowxig aometiiing of 
his family waa beginiung to be felt, it waa not in hie 

power to gratify his inquiries on that subject, in a 
satisfactory manner, until May 1811, when I had the 
pleasure of opening a correspondence with him. 

In his first letter, dated on board the United 
Btstea' biiip finterpriae, May 9th, 1811, he manilbated 
hia anxiety to obtain the wished, for infoimation, re> 
latiye to hia connexionav in the- fbllowing manner 
* It would aflbrd me great gratification to hear from 
you all the information you possess respecting my 
relations. This trouble your goodneaa will excuse,, 
when I inform yon that for fourteen yeara i have not 
beheld one being to whom I waa bound by any tie of 
Gonaangiiinity.' In another letter, written eoon after, 
he observes, ' The affection manifested by i~ is^ 
truly grateful to my heart. Indeed, I begin already 
to feel for her a fiHal re^rd, and the more so, as it 
was my lot to lose my mother before I was sensible' 
of a mother's tenderness.' In reply to a letter, in 
Which the solicitude for hia profeaaienal reputatioi^ 
waa oordiany expieaaed by the Ibmale atbore aBhded 
to, he remarks — ^ Should I be fortunate enou^ to 
acquire any fame,, my good old friend will make 
me debtor for more than hal^^ With her prayers 
for my success can I doubt it? I hope the last 
Blakeley who exiata will lay down hia life ere ho 
tamiah the reputation of tboae who have gone befinre 
him. My fhther^a memory is very dear i» me, and I 
trust his son will never cast a reproach on it/ In 
aaother, he Qhserves, * It la true that m the war i» 
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ivkidi y9B are engaged, we hm lo emteod under 
great disadvantages; but this AoM stunulate W 

greater exertions, and we have already seen that our 
enemy is not invincible.' In a letter, dated on board 
the Enterprise, the 29th of April, 1813, be observes, 
* Independent of personal feeling, I rejoice at the good 
fortune of the navy, believing it ta be that description 
. of force beat adapted to the defence of this country. 
I confess tbe success of our 8uk)rs batf been mudb 
greater tban I had any reason to expect, taking into 
view tbe many difficulties they bad to encounter. 
The charm which once seemed to have encircled the 
British navy, and rendered its very name ibnaidable, 
appears to be fast dispelling.' 

^In.a letter, dated Newboryport, )88tb January, 
1814, he remarks: 'I shall ever view as one of the 
most unfortunate events of my life, having quitted the 
Enterprise at the moment I did. Had I remained in 
her a fortnight longer, ray name might have been 
dassed with those who stand so Ugh. I cannot but 
consider it a mortifyuig circumstance that I left her, 
but a few days before she fell in with the only enemy 
on this station vritb whiob she could have creditably 
contended. I confess I felt beartily glad when I re- 
ceived my order to take command of the Wasp, con- 
ceiving that there was no hope of doing any thing in 
the Enterprise. But when I heard of the contest of 
the latter ship, and witnessed the great delay in the 
equipment of the former, I had no cause to congratu- 
isie myself. The Peacock has ere this spread her 
pluma^ to the winds, and the Frolic will soon take 
her revels on tbe ocean, but the Wasp will, I fear, 

remain for some time a dull, hamless drone in the 
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waters of her own country. Why thia is, I am not 
permitted to inquire.' " 

These extracts will strike the reader as bmng 
strongly indicatiye of an amiable and heroic charao* 
ter. There is something touching in his gratitude 
to the good old lady who had manifested an interest 
in his successes. There is something noble in his 
reference to the memory of his father, as a motive 
stimulating him in the path of honour ; and there is 
something heroic, we think, in the unaffected manner 
in which he expresses his regret at having kit the 
Enterprise. It is not necessary to remind the reader 
that it was in the action between that vessel and the 
Boxer that Burroughs conquered, and lost his life. 
Yet Blakeley regretted he had not been in his place, 
either because he considered the sacrifice of life as a 
cheap price for the purchase of glory, or had forgot, 
in his loye of fiune, that such a price had been paid. 
But he was determined before long to acquh^ at least 
equal reputation, and to penah equally with the re- 
grets of his country. 

After various services, which it is unnecessary to 
particularize, as they afforded DO opportunity to ac- 
quire distinction, Blakeley was made a master com- 
mandant, in 1813, and soon after appointed to the 
Wasp. In this vessel he fell in with, in latitude 48® 
36', N., His Britannic Majesty's ship Reindeer, 
mounliiig sixteen twenty-four pound carronades, two 
long nine-pounders, and a shifting twelve pound car- 
ronade; and baring a complement of one hundred 
and eighteen men. An action commenced ; and, in 
nineteen minutes, ended in the capture*of the Reindeer. 
The loss of the Americans was twenty-one killed and 
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imundad; thtt of the tnemy tiity-0em. The Rdtt> 

deer was cut to pieces, in Mch a i&aiiiier m to render 

it impossible to save her; and she was accordingly 
set on fire. After this the Wasp put into L'Orient; 
£rom which port she sailed the 27th of August, and 
four days aAerwarda &lftiiig in with ten sail of mer- 
eluoitiMn, onder convoy of a aliip of the line, she 
aaooeeded in estting off one of the TeaMle. - 

The evening of the 1st of September, 1814, she fell 
in with four sail, two on each bow, — ^but at consider- 
able distances from each other. The first wad the 
Bhtiah brig of war Avon, which struck after a aeTore 
acliott ; bit Captain Blakeley could not take poeaea* 
uoUf as another enemy was now i^proaching. This 
enemy, It aeeme, however, was called off to the aa- 
sistance of the Avon, which was now sinking. The 
enemy reported that they had sunk the Wasp by the 
first broadside ; but she was afterwards spoken by a 
veaael off the Western Isles. After this we bear of 
. her no more; and though her fitte is certain^ the dr- 
cmnstances attending it are heyond the reach of dis- 
covery. The most general impression is, that she 
was lust by one of those casualties incident to the 
great deep, which have destroyed so many gallant 
vesseiSy in a manner no one knows how — for there are 
so many uieertainties connected widi the onfathom- 
ahle deep, that eveti imagination is bewildered in 
tracing the fate of those who are only known to have 
perished, because they are never more heard of or 
seen. Another impression is, that the Wasp, very 
shortly after being spoken off the Western Isles, had 
a severe engagement with a British frigate, which put 
into Lisbon m a shatlmd condition; and reported 
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having had an action, in the night, with a vessel, 
which was not seen next momiugy although the whole 
night had been caha. 

But, whatever may have been the fate of Blakeieyy 
this much is certain,— that he wiU, to use his own 
expression, ''he classed among those names that stand 
so high." The lustre of his exploits, not less than 
the interest excited by those who remember how, in 
his very boyhood, he was left, as he says, without a 
single being around him with whom he could claim 
kindred blood, — ^how, by his merit, he obtained 
friends, and oonferred honour on that country which 
was not only his parent, but wMeh has become the 
part 111 of his only child, — and how, last of alJ, he 
perished God only knows how or where, — has all 
given to his character, his history, his achievements, 
and his fate, a romantic interest, marking the name 
of Blakeley for lasting and affectionate remembrance. 

In his person, Captain Blakeley was rather below 
the middle stature ; his eyes black, expresmve, intel- 
ligent, and animated ; his mannt i s mild, manly, and 
unassuming; and his person handsome. Notwith- 
standing his professional duties, which were scarcely 
interrupted from the time of his obtaining a warrant, 
his literary and scientific acquirements were very 
respectable ; and among his brother officers he was 
always considered as a man of uncommon intellect, 
as well as of great courage and professional skill. 
He was married, in December, 1S13, to Miss Jane 
Hoope, the daughter of his father's old friend, Mr. 
Hoopc, of New York; and has left an only daughter, 
who has lately received one of the most noble and 
substantial and affecting tributes of national gratitude 
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which has occurred in the history of this country. 
The legislature of North Carol ina, on the 27lii of 
December, 1816, after prescribing the destination of 
the sword they had voted to Captain Blakelcy, "Ke- 
solved, unanimoiidly, That Captain Blakeley's child 
be educated at Hhe expense of this State; and that 
Mrs. Blakeley be requested to draw on the Treasurer 
of this State, from time to time, for such sums of 
money as shall be required lor the education of the 
said child,''. 

This, we repeat it, is substantial gratitude. It is 
classical, too, — and rennnds xiB of those noble eras 
in the history of somis of the iDnstrions states of 

Greece, when the offspring of those who had fallen 
for their country, became the children of that country 
%vhose cause had made them fatherless. It is in this 
way that our states may acquire a sort of parental 
character, that will endear them still more to the 
hearts of the citizens ; that will inspire fathers to die 
in defence of their country, and mothers to educate 
their children to follow the example. It is in this 
way, too, that the different members of the union may 
nobly indulge their local feelings, and display their 
honest homebred affections. Let them exemplify 
their desure to appropriate to themselves the fame of 
their distinguish^ citizens, by their peculiar care in 
honouring their memory, and cherishing their help- 
less orphans. It is thus that our sister states ought 
ever to display their rivalry; — by being as zealous to 
reward, as they are to appropriate the achievements 
of their sons.* 

* Aiwliicriff', Mugudi^, voL bu 
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STEPHEN DECATUR. 

N some families, it would 
seem that chivalry runs 
in the blood. The 
Bayards, Biddies, and 
Decaturs, are bom to a 
heroic destiny by the 
right of inheritance. 
When we meet with 
their names in history* 
we feel assured of what is to follow ; and their most 
daring feats hardly excite an emotion of surprise. 
Among the many members Of his family distinguished 
for their bravery, the most celebrated is the subject 
of this memoir. 
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Commodore Decatur was of French descent, hy 
the male line. His grandfether was a native of La 
Rochelle, in France, and married a lady of Rhode 
Island. His father, Stephen Decatur, was bom in 

Newport, Rhode Island, and, when a very young 
man, removed to Philadelphia, where be married the 
daughter of an Irish gentleman by the nume of Pine. 
He was bred to the sea, and commanded a merchant 
vessel out of the port of Philadelphia, until the esta^ 
blishment of the navy, idien he was appointed to 
command the Delaware sloop of war. He continued 
in her until tlic frigate Philad^ilphia was built, when 
the command of that ship was jriven to him, at the 
particular request of the merchants, who had built 
her by subscription. In this situation he remained 
until peace was made with France, when he resigned 
his commission, and retired to, his residence, a few 
mUes from Pbtladelpbia, where he resided until his 
death, which happened in Noveniher, 1808. 

His son, Stephen DprATiTR, the late Commodore, 
was born on the oth January, 1779, on the eastern 
shore of Maryland, whither his parents had retired, 
while the British were in possession of Philadelphia, 
They returned to that city when he was a few months 
old, and he was there educated and brought up. 

He entered the navy in March, 1798, as midship- 
man, and joined the frigate United States, under the 
command of Commodore Barry, who had obtained 
the warrant for him. He continued for some time 
with that officer, and was promoted to the rank of 
lieutenant. The United States at that tune required 
some repairs, and, not wishing to remain in port, he 
requested an order to join the brig Norfuiic, then 
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bound to the Spanish Main. He performed one 
(xuise in ber, as first lieutenant, and, on his return to 
port, resumed his station on board the United States, 
where he remained, until peace was concluded with 
France. 

He was then ordered to the Essex, as first lieute- 
nant, and ^iled with Commodore Dale's scjuadron to 
the Mediterranean. On the return of that squadron, 
he was ordered to the New York, one of tiie second 
Mediterranean squadron, under the command of 
Conmiodore MorriSb 

When he returned to the United States, he was 
ordered to take command of the Argus, and proceed 
in her to join Commodore Preble's squadron, then in 
the Mediterranean, and, on his arrival there, to resign 
the command of the Argus to Lieutenant HuU, and 
take the schooner JBnterprise, then commanded by that 
officer. After making that exchange, he proceeded 
to Syracuse, where the squadron was to rendesTous. 
On his arrival at that port, he was informed of the 
fate of the frigate Philadelphia, which had run aground 
on the Barbary coast, and iallen into the hands of the 
Tripolitans. The idea immediately presented itself 
to l^B mind of attempting her recapture or destruc- 
tion. On Commodore Preble's arrival, a few days 
afterwards, he proposed to him a plan for the purpose, 
and volunteered his services to execute it. The wary 
mind of that veteran ofiicer at first disapproved of an 
enterprise so full of peril ; but the risks and dif&cuities 
that surrounded it, only stimulated the ardour of 
Decatur, and imparted to it an air of adventure, 
fascinating to his youthful imagination. 

The c unbent of the Commodore having been ob- 
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taincd, Lieutenant Decatur selected for the expedition 
a ketch (the Intrepid) which he had captured a few 
weeks before from the enemy, and manned her with 
seventy volunteers, chieflj from his own crew. He 
•ailed from Sjraeiise on the Sd of February, 18M> 
accompanied by the United States brig Syren, Lieu- 
tenant Stewart, who was to ud with his boats, and to 
receive the crew of the ketch, in case it should be 
found expedient to use her as a fire ship. 

After j&fteen days of very tempestuous weather, 
they arrived at the harbour of Tripoli, a little before 
sunset It had been ananged between heutenants 
Decatur and Stewart, that the ketch should enter the 
harbour about ten o'clock that night, attended by the 
boats of the Syren. On arriving off the harbour, the 
Syren, in consequence of a change of wind, had been 
thrown six or eight nnies without the Intrepid. The 
wind at this time was ihir, but fast declining, and 
Lieutenant Decatur qiprehended that^ should he wait 
for the Syren's boats to come up, it might be fatd to 
the enterprise, as they could not remain longer on the 
coast, their provisions being nearly exhausted. For 
these reasons he determined to adventure into the 
harbour alone, which he did about eight o'clock. 

An idea may be formed of the extreme hazard of 
the enterprise from the tttuation of the frigate. She 
was moored within half gunshot of the Bashaw's 
castle, and of the principal battery. Two of the 
enemy's cruisers lay within two cables' length, on the 
starboard quarter, and their gunboats within half p^in 
shot, on the starboard bow. All the guns of • the 
frigate were mounted and loaded. Such were the 
immediate perils that our hero Tentured to encounter 

Hi 
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with a single ketch, beside the other dangers that 
abound in a strongly fortified harbour. 

Although fjt'om the entrance to the place where the 
frigate lay, was only three miles, yet, in consequence 

of the lightness of the wind, they did not get within 
hail of her until eleven o*clock. When they had 
approached within two huiK^red yards, they were 
hailed and ordered to anchor, or they would be fired 
into. Lieutenant Decatur ordered a Maltese pilot, 
who was on board the IcBtoh, to answer that they had 
lost their anchors in a gale of wind on the coast, and, 
therefore, could not comply with their request. By 
this time it bad berome perfectly calm, and they were 
about fifty yards from the frigate. Lieutenant De- 
catur ordered a small boat that was alongside of the 
ketch, to take a rope and make it fast to the frigate's 
forechains. This being done, they began to warp the 
ketch alongside. It was not imtil this moment that 
the enemy suspected the character of their visitor, 
and great cqnfusir)!! immediately ensued. This en- 
abled our adventurers to get alongside of the frigate, 
when Decatur immediately sprang aboard, followed 
by Mr. Charles Morris, midshipman. These two 
were nearly a minute on deck, before their com- 
panions could succeed in mounting the side. Fortu- 
nately, the Turks had not suflicicutly recovered from 
their surprise to take advantage of this delay. They 
were crowded together on the quarterdeck, perfectly 
astonished and aghast, without making any attempt 
to oppose the assailing party. As soon as a sufficient 
number of our men ha^ gained the deck to form a 
front equal to that of ^ enemy, they rushed in upon 
them. The Turks blood the assault fur a siiort lime, 
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and were completely overpowered. About twentf 

were killed on the spot, many jumped overboard, and 
the rest flew to the maindeck, whither they were pur- 
fued and driven to the hold. 

After entire possession bed been gained of the ship, 
and every thing prepared to set fire to her, a number 
of lanndies were seen rowing' fboot the harboar. 
This determined Lieotenant Decatur to remain on 
board tiie frigate, from whence a better defence could 
be made than from on board the ketch. The enemy 
had already commenced firing on them fi"om their 
batteries and castle, and from two corsairs that were 
lying near. Perceiving that ^e launches did not 
attempt to approach, he ordered the ship ahould be 
eet on fire, which was done, at the same time, in 
different parts. As soon as this was done, they led 
her; and such was the rapidity of tiie fiames, that 
it was i^th the utmost difficulty they preserved the 
ketch. At this critical moment a most propitious 
breeze sprang np, blowing directly oat of the iutrbonr, 
which, in a &w mom^its, earried tixem out of reach 
of the enemy's guns, and they made good their re- 
treat witliout the loss of a single man, and with but 
four wounded. 

For this gallant and romantic achievement, Lieu- 
tenant Decatur was promoted to the rank of post 
eaptain, there bdng at that time no intermediate 
grade. This promotion was peenliarly gratifying to 
him, insomuch as it was done witii the ooment ot the 
oflicers over whose heads he was raised. 

In the ensnina^ spring, it being determined to make 
an attack upon Tripoli, Commodore Preble obtained 
from the King of Naples, the loan of six gonboats 

a4» N 
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and two bombardB, which he formed into two divi- 
iioDS, and gave the command of one of them to 
Captain Decatur, the other to Lieutenant Somen. 

The squadron sailed from Syracuse, consisting-of the 
frijrtite ConstUution, the ))rig Syren, the schooners 
Nautilus and Vixen, and the gunboats. 

Having arrived on the coast of Barbary, they were 
for some days prevented from making the attack, 
by adverse wind 4ind weather. At length, oh the 
morning of the 3d of August, the weather being 
favourable, the signal was made from the Commo- 
dore's ship to prepare for action, the light vessels 
towing the gunboats to windward. At nine o'clock, 
the signal was given for bombarding the enemy's 
vessels and the town. 

The gunboats were cast off^ and advanced in a line 
ahead, led on by Ciftptain Decatur, and covered- by 
the frigate Constitution, and the brigs and sciiooners. 

The enemy's gunboats were moored along the 
harbour under the batteries and within musket shot* 
Their sails had been taken from tliem, and they were 
ordered to sink, rather than abandon their position. 
They were aided and covered, Idcewise, by a brig of 
sixteen, and a schooner of ten guns. 

Before entering into close action, Captain Decatur 
went alongside each of his boats, and ordered them 
to unship their bowsprits and follow him, as it was 
his intention to board the enemy's boats. 

Lieutenant James Decatur commanded one of the 
boats belonging to Commodore Preble's division, 
but, being farther to windward than the rest of his 
division, he joined and took orders from his brother. 

When Captain Decatur, who was in the leading 
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boat, came^withm , range of the fire from the batteries, 
a heavy fire was opened upon him from them and the 

gunboats. He returned their fire, and continued 
advancing, until he came in contact wiiii ibe boats. 
At this time, Commodore Preble seeing Decatur ad- 
vancing nearer than he thought prudent, ordered the 
signal to be made for a retreat, but it was found that 
in making oat the signals for the boats, the one for a 
retreat had been omitted. 

The enemy's boats had about forty men each; ours 
an equal number, twenty-seven of whom were Ameri- 
cans, and thirteen NeapoUtax^. 

Decatur, on boarding the enemy, was instantly 
followed by his countrymen, but the Neapolitans 
ranained behind. The Turks did not sustain the 
combat hand to hand, with that firmness they had 
obtained a reputation for. In ten minutes the deck 
was cleared. Eiglit of them sought refuge in the 
hold, and, of the rest, some fell on the deck, and 
others jumped into the sea. Only three of the Ame- 
ricans were wounded. 

As Decatur was about to proceed out with his 
prize, the boat which had been commanded hy his 
brother, came under his stern, and the men informed 
him that they had engaged and captured one of the 
enemy ; but that her commander, after surrendering, 
had treacherously shot Lieutenant James Decatur, 
and pushed off with the boat, and was then making 
for the harbour. 

The feelings of tkc gallant Decatur, on receiving 
this intelligence, may be more easily imajrined than 
described. Every consideration of prudence and 
safety was lost in his eagerness to punish so dastardly 
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an act, and to revenge the death of a brother so 
basely murdered. He pushed within the enemy's 
fine with his single boat, and, having succeeded in 
getting alongnde of the retreating foe, boarded her at 

the head of eleven meii, who were all the Americans 
he bad left. The fate of this contest was extremely 
doubtful for about twenty minutes. All tlie Americans, 
except four, were now severely wounded. Decatur 
singled out the commander as tbs peeiiliar object of 
Us vengeance. The Turk was amed with an espon- 
toon, Decatur with a cutlass; in attemptiag to cut off 
the head of the weapon, his sword struck on the iron, 
and broke otf close to tiie hilt. The Turk, at this 
moment, made a push, which slighUy wounded him in 
the rif^t aim and breast He immediately seized the 
spear, and dosed with him. A Berce struggle ensued, 
and both fell, Decatur uppermost By tiiis tune the 
Turk had drawn a dagger from his belt, and was 
about to plunge it into the body of his foe, when 
Decatur caught his arm, and shot him with a pistol, 
which he drew from his pocket During the time 
they were strug^ng on the deck, the crews rushed 
to aid their commanders, and a most sanguinary eo^ 
flict took place, insomuch that when Decatur liaci 
despatched his adversary, it was with the utmost 
difficulty he could extricate bimsclf from the killed 
and wounded that had fallen around him. 

It is with AO common feelings of admiration that 
we record an instance of heroic courage, and loyal 
selMevotion, on the part of a common sailor. 

During the early part of Decatur's struggle with 
the Turk, he was assailed in the rear by one of the 
enemy, who had just aimed a hiow at his head which 
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muat have provisd fatal; at this ftarful jimetiira, a 

noble-hearted tar, who had been so badly wounded as 
to lose the use of his hands, seeing no other means 
of saying his cnminander, rushed between him and 
the uplifted sabre» and received the blow on his own 
bead, which fractured hia aknU. We love to pauM 
imd honour great aetiona in humble life, beeauae 
they speak well for hanMn nature. Men of rank and 
btatioii in suciely, often do gallant deeds, in a manner, 
from necessity. Their conspicuous station obli^^es 
them to do so, or their ea<5crness for glory urges 
them on ; but an act like this we have mentkonedy so 
Jeaperate, yet so disinterested, done bj an obseurey 
unambitioua infUvidual, a poor aaflor, can spring from 
nothing but noblenesa of aod. We are happy to add 
that this generous fellow survived, and long after re- 
ceived a pension from government. 

Decatur succeeded in getting, with both his prizes, 
to the squadron, and the next day received the highest 
commendation. In a general order, from Commodore 
Preble. When that able officer was auperaeded in 
Hhe command of the squadron, he gave the Constitu- 
tion to Captain Decatur, who had some time before 
received lus commission. From that ship he was re- 
moved to the Congress, and returned home in her« 
wlien peace was concluded in Tripoli. On his return 
to the United Statea, he was employed in auperin^ 
tending gunboats, until the affiur of the CheeapeakOy 
when he was ordered to supersede Commodore 
Barron in the command of that ship. When the 
United States was again put in commission, he waa 
removed from t^e Chesapeake to that frigate. 

The laat war with Great Britain afforded Cc»amdC> 
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dore Decatur another opportunity of adding to the 
laurels which be had already won. On the £5th of 
October, 1812, in latitude 29, N., longitode jS9^ 3Q, 
W., be fell in with Hie Britannic Majestjr's ship 

Macedonian, mounting fort^'-ninc carriage guns, (the 
odd gun shifting. ) She was a frigate of the largest 
class, two years old, four moi>ths out of dock, and 
reputed one of the best sailers in the Bfitash farme. 
The action we have already described In oi^>Mtiee 
of Captain Atten, and it is only necessary bett to re- 
mark, that after lasting an hour and a half, in* conse- 
quence of the enemy being to windward, and Lavmg 
the advantage o{ engaging at his own distance, it ter- 
minated in the capture of the Macedonian. The 
British ship lost her mizenmast, fore and nmin-t^ 
masts, and mainyard, and was much cut up*^r}iii6t 
hull. The damage sustained by the United^ Stalik 
was not so much as to render her return ihlo'^rt 
necessary, and had Commodore Decatur not deemed 
it important to see his prize in, he would have con- 
tinued the cruise. ^ >. 

The prize was carried into New York harbour 
and equipped as an American frigate. • The Whole 
country haUed the name of the gallant victor witfa 
enthusiastic admiration. Congress and several of the 
State Legislatures voted him costly presents, as testi- 
monials of their high sense of his services. 

In 1813, he attempted to gain the sea from New 
York, with the United States, Macedonian, and 
Hornet, through Long Island Sound ; but a British 
squadron of superior force, compelled him to mn into 
the Thames river, in Connecticut, and he lay off New 
Luiidua for several months, unable to run to sea. 
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Impatient of being thus cooped up witlilii sight of 
the ocean, yet unable to reach it, be sent a challenge 
to Sir Thomas M. Hardy, commander of the block- 
ading squadron, offering to meet two British frigates 
with two of his own. But the offer was rejected, 
and the frigates were at length dismantled. Decatur 
returned to New York, took command of a squadron 
for the East Indies, and put to sea in the President, 
January 14th, 1815. By some mistake on the part 
of the pilot, the ship grounded on the bar in going 
out. She struck heavily for an hour an^ a half, 
greatly injuring her sailing thereby. 

The next morning, Decatur discovered the British 
squadron to be in pursuit, consisting of the Majestic 
razee, the Endyoiian, Tenedos and Pomona frigates, 
and a brig. The Endymion was soon perceived to 
be the fastest ship, and, on this &ct, the American 
eommander projected a plan of escape so bold and 
daring, that if successful, would have raised him to 
the summit of naval renown. He designed to lead 
the Endymion from her companions, board with all 
his crew, destroy or abandon tlic President, and es- 
cape in his prize. But the enemy suspected the rtisey 
and carefully avoided it, by keeping the advantn^n of 
his positbn. Satisfied that he could throw the En* 
dymion out of the combat before the other ships could 
aid her, Decatur tacked about and made battle, 
crippled the enemy, silenced her battery, and then 
pursued his course as before. But by this time the 
Other ships had approached, and opened their fire on 
the President Escape was impossible. To strive 
against the squadron with his sin^e vessel, would 
80 25 
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have been an nnjostifiabk risk of the lives of his men. 
Nothing was lefk,. therefore, but to strike coloors, and 
surrender to the British commander. 

Soon after this action, Decatur returned to the 
United States, and was immediately despatched to 
the Mediterranean, to chastise the Algerines lor their 
ravages upon our commerce, which the war with 
Great Britain had furnished them so favourable an 
opportunity of committing. 

He captured an Algerine frigate bearing forty-nine 
guns, and a brig of twenty-two guns ; and on the 22d 
June, 1815, arrived bef i c Algiers, and demanded an 
instant treaty. He demanded that all yearly tribute, 
or ransom, for prisoners, should be relinquished ; that 
all property taken from Americans should be restored 
or paid for ; that all Americans now in slavery should 
be liberated, and none ever again held as slaves. The 
Algenno negotiator demurred on the point oi' relin- 
quishing tribute, contending that it might be employed 
as a precedent by the powers of .Europe, and prove 
destructive to the Dey. *' Even a little powder," 
said he, might prove satisfactory." If," replied 
Decatur, you insist upon receiving powder as tri- 
bute, you must expect to receive balls with it." The 
' Algerine government negotiated in forty-eight hours, 
and j^rnnted to Americans immunities and privileges 
never be tore obtained by a Christian power from any 
Barbery State. 

Decatur obtained redress in a similarly summary 
manner at Tunis and Tripoli, and, having thus ful- 
filled his commission, he returned home in the autumn 
of tiie same year. 
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At a subsequent period he was created Navy 
Coinini88iQiier> and made his residence in the citj of 

Washington, at Kalorama, formerly occupied by Joel 
Barlow. 

Wc now approach, with painful emotions, the last 
sad act of Decatur's life, which resulted in an un* 
timely and lamented death. In October 1819, certain 
expressions said to have been used by Commodore 
Decatur, disrespectful to Commodore Barron, led to 
a correspondence between these two oflficers. The 
keen sarcasm of Decatur heightened the affront, and 
though both parties reprobated duelling, yet this con- 
troversy terminated most unhappily in a duel. The 
meeting took place at Bladensburg, on the niorning 
of the 22d -of March^ 1820. Both were wounded at 
the first fire. The wound of Barron was dangerous 
—that of Decatur, mortal. The unfortunate officer 
was conveyed to his distracted wife, at Washington, 
and died the same evening. An immense concourse, 
consisting of nearly the whole male population of 
Washington and the adjacent country ; most of the 
officers of government, members of Congress, and 
Foreign Ministers resident there, attended his re- 
mains to the grave. 

Decatur was the favourite of the navy. Since the 
heroic epocli of the Revolution, no commander has 
won a more brilliant reputation. In bravery, he had 
no superior ; in native intellectual abilities, few equals. 
He was beloved by all who enjoyed the advantage of 
his personal acquaintance, and his popularity witii 
those over whom he was placed in command was un- 
bounded. After his ^st grand exploit at Tripoli, no 
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success of bis valour ever excited surprise. The 
most daring achievements were regarded as matter 
of course wherever he led. Would Xo Heaven that 
the gratitude of his country, as evinced towards his 
family, had been as unmeasUred as its confidence in^ 
himself I . . . • . •. 




THOMAS MACDONOUGH. 




n\l HOMAS MAC- 
DONOUGH, the 
father of Captain 
Thomas Macdo- 
NOUGH, was an 
eminent physician, 
Iwho resided at a 
farm called The 
^ Trapp, in the coun- 
ty of New Castle, 
Delaware. In the year 1775, he entered the army, 
and was appointed a major in a regiment raised by 

. 25» 293 



4 

Digitized'by Google 



294 8£RYIC£S IN THE TRIFOLITAN WAS. 

the State of Delaware, of which Mr. John Hadett 

was colonel, and the late Gunning Bedford, lieute- 
nant-colonel. Major Macdonough, from what cause 
is not known, retired early from the army, and re- 
turned to the Trapp. After the establishment of our 
independeDce, he was appointed a judge, and held 
that office till his death, which took place in 1796. 
He left seyera] cluldren, of whom three were sons. 
The oldest, J nines, was a midshipman, under Com- 
modore Truxtun, when he took the Insurgente, in 
which engagement he received a wound from a mus- 
ket hall, that rendered the amputation of his leg 
necessary. " James''— says the gentleman who fur- 
nished us with these particulars—*' was yery brave. 
He was placed in the tops when he was' wounded, 
and he told mo that when the men in the tops were 
lowering him down, he could distinctly see the enemy 
aiming and firing at him." The amputation of his 
leg rendered it necessary for him to retire from the 
sendee. 

After the death of his father, young Macdonough* 
the subject of this memoir, obtained a midshipman's 

warrant. Of the vessels in which he served, the 
time of his promotion to a lieutenancy, and other 
ordinary circumstances of the Ufe of every naval 
officer, we have not allowed ourselves sufficient apaee 
to ^ve. a minute detaiL 

He followed the fortunes of our little fleet in the 
wars of Tripoli, and, like other young officers who, 
on that occasion, first oict " j^rim visagcd war"' face 
to face, was froqiipntly engaged in thoso conflicts 
where the Christian and Mahometan prowess was 
80 seTerely tried. Though, at this time, graye, re 
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aenred and. circaniBpeot m a remarkaUe degree, we 
are told, he was then remarkahle for a daring impe-' 

tuosiiy, aa invincible chivalrous sort of perseverance 
in every kind of adventure. In 1806, he was first 
lieutenant of the Siren, then lying in Gibraltar har- 
bour, under the late Captain John Smith. A circunh 
Btanoe took place here, which, as it strongly displays 
that firmness which is the strong feature of his cha- 
racter, we will detail particularly. It is derived from 
the most undoubted authority; and when we consider 
what a vast difference is observable in our feelings 
now and at that time, we cannot help greatly admiring 
liie conduct of the young lieutenant. 

During tiie forenoon of a day, in which Captain 
Smith was on shore, a merchant brig, under the 
colours of tiie United States, came into port, and 

anchored ahead, and close to the Siren. Soon after, 
a boat was sent from a British frigate then Iving iu 
the harbour, on board this brig. Alter remaining 
alongside a little while, the boat returned with €m 
num more Aan she fvetU wiih. This oixoumstance 
attracted the notice of Macdonongh, who sent Lieu- 
tenant Page on board the brig to know the particulars 

of the affair. Mr. Page returned with information 
that the man had been impressed by the boat from 
th^ British frigate, although he bad a protection as 
an American citizen. Immediately on the receipt of 
this information, Majcdonouf^ ordered the Siren's 
gig to be manned and putting himself in her, went in 
pursuit of the boat, determined to rescue his country- 
man. He overtook her, alongside the British frigate, 
just 08 the man at the bow was raising his boathook 
to reach the ship, and took out the American by force, 
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altbotigfa the other boat had eight oars, and his only 
four, and carried him on board of the Siren. 

When the report of this affair was made to the 
captain of the British frigate, he came on board the 
Siren in a ^eat rage, and desired to know how Mao> 
donougli dared to take a man from one of His Ma- 
jesty's boats. The lieutenant, with great politeness, 
asked him down into the cabin; this he refused, at 
the same time repeating the same demand, -with 
afonndance of threats. The Englishman threw out 
some threats that he would take the man by force, 
and said he would haul the frigate alongside the 
Siren for that purpose. To this Macdonough re- 
plied, "he supposed his ship could sink the Siren, 
but, as long as she could swim, he should keep the 
man." The English captain said to Macdonough — 
You are a very young man, and a very indiscreet 
young man : suppose I had been in the boat — ^what 
would you have done?" **I would have taken the 
man, or lost my life." " What, sir ! would you at- 
tempt to stop mc, if I were now to attempt to impress 
men from that brig ?" " I would ; and to convince 
yourself I would, you have only to make the attempt." 
On this the Englishman went on board his ship, and 
shortly afterwards was seen, bearing her in a direc- 
tion for the American merchant brig. Macdonough 
ordered his boat manned and armed, got into her 
himself, and was in readiness for pursuit. The 
Englishman took a circuit round the American brig, 
and returned .again to the frigate. When Captain 
Smith came on board, he justified the conduct of 
Macdonough, and declared his intention to protect 
the American seaman. 
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During the continuance of the Tripolitan war, our 
ships occasionally visited the city of Syaracusc, once 
so famous, but now mouldering away, under that 
wretched system of government whidi has blasted 
and withered one of the fairest portions of this eartti. 

Rubbcncs and a.ssassi]iations are the nig^bll}' amuse- 
ments of Syracusans, and our officers in their evening 
rambles, were frequently assailed by soldiers, or fel- 
lows armed with knives or daggers. Their favourite 
mode of -fighting is to blow out the candles, and, in 
that sitaaUon, their Icnives and daggers are the most 
dangerous of ild weapons. On one occasion, which 
occurred in Syracuse, Macdonough was attacked by 
three of thf se desperadoes ; with his back against a 
door, he had the good fortune to wound two, and the 
other took to his heels. He was followed by the 
lieutenant, who .pushed him so hnrd that he climbed 
up to the roof of the barracks, whither Macdonough 
followed lum still, and, finding no other means of 
escape, he jumped off, with the loss of his life. 

In the interval between the Tripolitan war and 
that which commenced in 1812, no occasion occurred 
to our naval officers for signalizing themselves, and 
we shall pass silently over this period of Lieutenant 
Macdonough's life, because it furnishes no incident 
of sufficient importance to be interesting to the 
reader. 

Among the younger officers of the navy who were 
ordered on lake service duiinrf; the war, was Mac- 
donough. His station was Lake Ghamplain; and 
here he was destined to perform a service which has 
rendered his name one of the most illustrious in our 
naval annals. 
2P 
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Towards the close of the summer of 1814, it be- 
came appareat that the enemy meditated an important 
movement on the irontiers of New York and Ver^ 
mont. Large bodies of troops — veterans who had 
seen service in the Peninsular war — were poured into 
Canada, and it was known that a hea?y detachment 
nnder General Prevost were advancing upon Platts* 
Inirg* A regokr force ^te iBadequatn to resist the 
attack were awaitias it, nndlsr the coipmand of 
Genera] Macomb. This able officer made the best 
disposition of bis troops which circumstances would 
permit ; and the militia from the nei^bouring regions 
were coming in to his support. 

SimoltaneoQslj with their operations on land, the 
enemy were preparing for a decisive action on the 
Lake ; and Macdonough put the fleet under his com- 
mand in readiness for receiving him. His force 
consisted of the Saratoga, twenty-six guns; tlie Eagle, 
twenty guns ; the Ticonderoga, seventeen guns ; the 
Preble^ seven guns ; and ten galleys, carrying six- 
teen ; — in the whole, eighty-six guns. 

The British force was greater; the frigate Con- 
fiance, thirty-nine gone; the Linnet, sixteen guns; 
the Finch, eleven guns; and ftirteen gallies, carrying 
eighteen guns ; — in all, ninety-five guns ; nine more 
than were in the American fleet; their complement 
of men was much greater. The calmness of this 
Lake permitted heavy armaments in comparativciy 
li^t vessels ; and of this circumstance the British 
availed themselves to the utmost, giving their com- 
modore a ship equal in force to the President or the 
Constitution, with which be^being a veteran com- 
mander — made sure of capturing the young officer^ 
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rani in ^ as lieutenant, who was his opponent in a flag 
ship of iwentj-six guns. But " the race is not always 
to the swift, nor the battle to the strong" Skill, 
discipline, address, seamanship and coolness go for 

somethin^^: ; and in this battle they were put in re- 
quisition with admirable effect against superior force, 
and the daring man(Buvre of coming down head on 
upon an enemy's line. 

The assaults of the British were simultaneously 
made by land and water, on the 11th of September. 
At eight o'clock in the morning, the British fleet 
was seen approaching; and, in an hour, the action be- 
came general. It is thus described by Macdonough, 
in his official letter : 

^' At nine," he says, ''the enemy anchored in a Ime 
ahead, at about three hundred yards distant from my 
line; his slup opposed to the Saratoga ; his brig to 
the Eaa;le, Captain Robert Henley ; his galleys — thir- 
teen in number — ^to the schooner, sloop and a division 
of our galleys; one of his sloops assisting their ship 
and brig ; the other assisting their galleys ; our re- 
maining galleys were with the Saratoga and Eagle. 

** In this ntuation, the whole force on both sides 
became engaged ; tiie Saratoga suffering much from 
.the heavy fire of the Confiance. I could perceive, at 
the same time, however, that our fire was very de- 
structive to her. The Ticonderoga, Lieutenant com- 
mandant Cassin, gallantly sustained her fall share of 
the action. At half past ten, the Ei^le, not being 
able to bring her guns to bear, cut her cable, and 
anchored in a more eligible position, between my ship 
and the Ticonderoga, where she very much annuyed 

26 
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the eaemy, but, uuibrtunately, leaving me much CMr 
poBed to a galling fire from enemy's brig. 

" Our guna on the starboard aide being nearly all 
dismounted or mimanageable, a stem anchor was let 

go, the brnvor cable cut, and the ship winded, with a 
fresh broadside on the enemy's ship, which soon after 
surrendered. Our broadside was then sprung to 
bear on the sloop, which surrendered about fifteen 
minutes afterwards. The sloop which was opposed 
to the Eagle, had stmek some time before, and dirifted 
down the line. The sloop that ¥^8 with their ga]le3f8 
had also struck. Our galleys were about obeying 
with alacrity the signal to follow them, when all the 
vessels were reported to me to be m a sinking state. 
It then became necessary to annul the signal to the 
galleys, and order their men to the pumps. I could 
only look at the enemy's galleys going off in a shat- 
tered condition, for there was not a mast in dther 
squadron tliat could stand to make sail on. The 
lower rigging being nearly shot away, hung down a& 
though it had just been placed over the mastheads. 

The Saratoga had fifty-five round shot in her 
hull; the Confianee, one hundred and five. The 
enemy's shot passed principally over our heads, as 
there were not twenty whole hammocks in the net- 
tings, at the close of the action, which lasted without 
intermission two hours and twenty minutes. 

'*The absence and sickness of Lieutenant Ray- 
mond Perry left me without the assistance of that 
excellent officer. Much ought fairly to be attributed 
to him for his great care and attention in disciplining 
the ship's crew, as her first lieutenant. His place 
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was filled by a gallant young officer, Lieutenant Peter 
Gamble ; who, I regret to inform you> was killed 
early in the action." 

The Saratoga was twice sot on fire during the 
action, by hot shot from the Confiance ; bat the fiamet 
were aoon extinguished. 

It is well known that the result of this victory was 
the utter disheartening of General Prescott and his 
aimy, and their instantaneous retreat So sensible 
were the people of New York and Vermont of the 
fact that the good conduct of Macdonough had saved 
ihem from the ravages of an invading army, that they, 
by the action of their representatives, made Idm large 
grants of lands in the neighbonrhood of the Lake. 
The cities of New York and Albany followed the 
example. He was promoted to the rank of post 
captain, and received from Congress a gold medal, in 
commemoration of the victory. 

From the close of the war to the time of his de- 
cease, he shared the honours of the home and foreign 
service with his compeers. He was an excellent 
member of courts martial, for he brought to those 
tribunals a candid mind, ever ready to find matters 
that made in favour of the accused as well as against 
him. We have an opportunity of speaking from an 
intimate acquaintance with the fact, that on several 
courts martial, the accused have congratulated them- 
selves, that all that was brought against them was to 
be considered by such a mind as Macdonough's ; at 
the same time, they were not wanting in justice to 
other honourable members. 

For several years before his death, he made his 
home in Middleton, Connecticut, where he had mar- 
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ricd Miss Shaler, a lady of a highly respectable family 
in that place. He died of a consumption, on the 
tenth day of November, 1825. His wife had paid 
the debt of nature a few months before him. 

" In person, Macdonongh was tall, dignified, and 
commanding. His features were pleasing ; his com- 
plexion, hair and eyes were light ; but there was such 
a firmness and steadfastness in his look as to take 
away all appearance of the want of masculine energy, 
which is oflen attached to the idea of a delicate com- 
plexion. The great charm of his character was the 
refinement of his taste, the purity of his principles, 
and the sincerity of his religion ; these gave a perfume 
to his name, which the partial page of history seldom 
can retain for departed warriors, however briiliaat 
their deeds.^'* 
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'J'HIS <i;allant and accomplished 
officer is the son of Cliarlos 
Biddle, Esq., of Philadelphia, 
and was born on the 18th of 
February, 1783. He was edu- 
cated at the University of 
Pennsylvania, where he made great progress in clas- 
sical studies, and acquired a taste for literature, which, 
in the intervals of professional duty, he has since 
assiduously cultivated. 

In the year 1800, the navy of the United States 
offered the most biiUiant prospects to the aspiring 
youth of our country. It had acquired fame in the 
war with France, and, under the favour of the govern- 
ment, was rapidly increasing. The success of Cap- 
tain Truxtun in bis actions with the Frencli ixigate^* 
Insurgente and Vengeance, had conferred glory upon 
himself and given new eclat to the navy. To this, 
distinguished commander, Mr. Charles Biddk ea< 
trusted the care of his two sons, James and Edward. > 
On quitting the University, they obtained midship-. 
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men's wamnts; were attadbed to the frigate Fraai- 
denty then fitting at New York» and sailed for the 
West Indies, in the month of September, 1800. In 

consequence of the cessation of hostilities with 
France, their cruise was of short duration, nor did it 
afford any opportunity for an engagement. It was 
rendered latally memorable, however, to the subject 
of this memoir and to his family^ by the mdancholy 
loss of Mr. Edward Biddle» who died at sea of a 
fever, ailer a short illness. The extraordinary genins 

and acquirements of this young gentleman, had given 
him an exalted name among his cotemporaries. To 
his friends he was endeared by the possession of the 
most amiable and attractive qualities, the kindest 
feelings, and the warmest sensibility^ unitBd witik the 
utmost fearlessness of character, and a din^ositian the 
most generous, frank, and high-minded. 

On the return of the President to the United States, 
1801, the navy was reduced to a small peace establish- 
ment, in which Mr. Biddle was retained as a mid- 
shipman. Early in 1802, he sailed to the Mediter- 
ranean in the frigate Constellation, CapfiBin Murray. 
The object of our squadron in that sea was to protect 
American vessels chiefly against Tripoline cruisers. 
In performing this service, the Constellation visited 
a great variety of places. The islands and shores of 
the Mediterranean present many interesting remains 
of antiquity, and Mr. Biddle, availing himself of all 
his opportunities of observing them, was frequSitly 
enabled to indulge the enthusiasm of a scholar vjKeit 
he treads upon classic ground. 

As the seamen in the United States service were 
at that time enlisted for one year only, the cruises of 
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our public vessels were rarely protracted beyond that 

period. The Constellation, therefore, returned home 
in the spring of 1803, was dismantled and laid up at 
Washington. Mr. Biddle was transferred to the 
frigate Philadelphia, Captain Bainbridge, and sailed 
again for the Mediterranean in July, 1803. The 
fate of this unfortunate ship is well remembered. On 
the Slst October, 1803, off the coast of Tripoli, she 
struck upon a rock not laid down in any charts ex- 
tant, and unknown to any of our vessels which had 
previously frequented that coast. After every effort 
to get her aHoat bad failed, and all resistance to the 
enemy's gunboats had become unavailing, the colours 
of the Philadelphia wm hauled down, and Mr. Por- 
ter, the first lieutenant, and Midshipman Biddle were 
despatched to inform of their surrender. As they 
approached the Tripoline gunboats they were hailed 
and ordered by each one to his own vcasel. One of 
them Hred a shot at the American boat, and Lieute- 
nant Porter, inferring that he who fired was the 
commanding officer, rowed towards him, though his 
gunboat was at a greater distance. The nearer gun- 
boats finding the American barge passing them, 
manned their boats to take possession of her. As 
they were coming alongside, Lieutenant Porter and 
Mr. Biddle were prepared to deliver up their swords, 
but this ceremony was dispensed with.- Nearly 
twenty men of ferocious appearance, armed with 
sabres, pistols, and muskets, jumped into the boat, 
and at once commenced their work of insult and of 
pliirulcr. Two of them snatched Mr. Biddle's sword, 
pulled off his coat, and began to fight for it, until at 
length, probably to decide Uieir dispute, they returned 



Digitized by Google 



M CAPTIYITT. 

it to him. His cravats were violently torn from his 
neck, bis waistcoat and shirt opened, and his breait 
exposed, for the purpose, as he verj naturally in* 
ferred, of perpetrating their horrid vengeance ; flio«^ 

their intention, it appeared, was Only to search for 
valuables that might be concealed about his person. 
They searched all his pockets, and took all his papers 
and money, except twenty dollars in gold, which he 
had slipped into his boots and thereby sieciired. ^Hm 
officers and crevr of the boat were then cairied m 
abore, conducted amidst the shoots taoA aicehfttirtioM 
of a barbarous raliblc to the palace gates, and ushered 
into the presence of tlie bashaw, who, seated in state, 
and surrounded by his ministers and his guards, was 
ready to receive them in the audience chamber. He 
asked a variety of questions, pfrindfpany a^tftti 'tlie 
ship and the Americen sipiadton. In thiir Bitnallnm 
ignorant of the fate of their eompanidns, and donVtM 

of tlieir owfi, they continued a considerable time, 
until at lenjrth the remaininj^ olhcnrs and crew, after 
being plundered and stripped of almost all their 
dothes, were hurried in a tumultuous manner iromthe 
ship, and having been inspected by the bashaw, were 
conducted to the place assigned for their safe-keeping. 

There is scarcely any subject which the ifnagina- 
tion can present to us more full of horror than that 
of slavery among the barbarians of Africa. Such 
was the impression of the prisoners themselves, as 
well as of their countrymen. It will readily be be- 
lieved, therefore, that no event ever excited more 
feeling in this country, than the loss of the firigete 
Philadelphia, and the captivity of her officers and 
crew. Their story has been fret^uently told, and 



Digitized by GoQgle 



CAPTIVITT. 



althoogh no violence was offered to their persons, 
yet a close and rigorous confinement, the want of 
air, of exercise, and of employment — perpetual un- 
certainty in regard to their f^te, and occasional 

threats by the Ijasli^iw of his vengeance, were circum- 
stances calculated to impair the health and break the 
spirits of the strongest and most resolute. Yet they 
preserved their health and their spirits unbroken* 
Happily the officers were confined together, and, 
being strongjly attached to their commander and to 
each otiier, they lived in the greatest harmony and 
mutuLil confidence. It was a point of honour to be 
firm and cheerful, to disregard the threats of the 
barbarians, and to sustain by an unconquerable forti- 
tude the character of their country. The solicitude 
of Mr. Biddk's fiimily induced them to take some 
steps for his private ransom, but he discountenanced 
these attempts, and declared that until his country 
should wholly abandon them, he would share the 
fortunes of his fellow prisoners. His opinion uni- 
formly was that their release might and ought to be 
obtained by a proper exertion of the force of the 
United States. Among the circumstances which 
alleviated the condition of the prisoners, it would be 
unjust to omit the kind and unremitted attentions of 
the Danish consul, Mr. Nissen, rendered at all times, 
in every practicable way, and often at a very great per- 
sonal hazard. To Sir Alexander Ball, the British 
governor of Malta, Mr. Biddle had delivered letters 
of personal introduction, and, during his confinement, 
that gallant officer and amiable man was very atten* 
tive to liim. He maintained a friendly correspond- 
ence with Mr. Biddle, interested the British consul 
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at Tripoli in hia behalf, and forntahed him with 

occasional supplies from Malta that were hig^y 

acceptable. 

After a confinement of more than nineteen months, 
the prisoners obtained their liberation in consequence 
of the peace with Tripoli, and in the month of Sep- 
tember, 1805, Captain Bainbridge and Mr. Biddle, 
who had not separated since the loss of the frigate, 
retu rncd together to Philadelphia. They had arrived 
at Hampton Roads and travelled northward by land, 
and such was the public sympathy towards Captain 
Bainbridge and his officers, united with the opinion 
entertained of their good conduct, that they were re- 
ceived every where on their roixte with the greatest 
marks of distinction. 

A court of inquiry, which had bt'cri previously held 
in the Mediterranean, completely justified the sur- 
render of the ship ; nor is, indeed, any thing further 
BOW necessary to satisfy the country that its flag was 
not weakly defended on that occasion, than to repeat 
the names of Bainbridge and Porter and Jones and 
Biddle, who were among the officers of the Phila« 
delphia. 

Upon his release from captivity, Mr. Biddle was 
promoted to a lieutenancy, and after remaining at 
home but a few weeks, he was ordered to the com- 
mand of one of the gonboats, then lying at Charieston. 
He cmised for some time on the southern coast, 
which had been Infested by privateers, in company 
with the frigate Adams, and afterwards in company 
^vith the brig Hornet; he was also employed by order 
of the navy department in making a survey of the 
harbour of Beaufort, South Carolina. The principal 
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rendezvous was the port of Charleston. Here Lieu- 
tenant Biddle received, besides the uf^unl hospitality 
of the place, the most distin^nished civilities as thd 
nephew of Captain Nicholas Biddle, who had been 
extensively known and highly respected there during 
the Revolutionaiy war, and whose last expedition 
had been fitted out at that port 

He remained on this station during the winter of 
1805-6, and until the month of June; when, finding 
the gunboat service very inactive and irksome, he 
obtained a furlough and proceeded to Philadelphia. 
Here he continued until tiie following spring; when 
he made a voyage to China as first officer of a mer* 
chant ship. While absent on this voyage, the em* 
bargo law was passed, and immediately on his return 
he was phicod under the command of Commodore 
Murray, in the Delaware Hotilla, employed to enforce 
the embargo. The gunboat service was almost the 
only one in which our officers could find employment 
at that period, the Ohesapeaike being the only frigate 
in commission. But in January, 1809, Congress 
authorised the equipment of several of the frigates, 
and Captain Bainbndge being appointed to command 
the President, selected Mr. Biddle as his second 
lieutenant. When Captain Bainbridge, in May, 
1810, obtained a furlough and relinquished the com- 
mand of the President, Lieutenant Biddle was directed 
to take charge of the Syren sloop of war, whose 
commander was sick on shore, and carry her from 
Philadi'li)iiia to Hampton Roads; he there quitted 
the Syren on the recovery of her captain, and joined 
the Constitution frigate. Captain Hull. At this time 
the minds of our naval officers were strongly excited 
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agaiiiht the British, in consequence of the attack on 
the frigate Chesapeake, and other subsequents events 
of an irritating nature. A British frigate had been 
omieing off the capes of Virginia^ and, as it was 
known that the President was about to put to sea, 
and the impression very generally among the officers 
was, tluit Hi case of nieclm;^^ a British frigate a bailie 
would take pluce, Lieutenant Biddle applied to Com- 
modore Kodgers to be ordered to the President, 
which was then short of her complement of lieute> 
nants. He aoeordingij went on board that ship, 
whidi sailed in a day or two afler, hut did not meet 
any British craiser. The President being laid up at 
New London for the winter. Lieutenant Biddlc left 
her, and soon after made a voyage to Lisbon. In 
December, Ibll, he sailed as bearer of despatches 
from our go?emment to the American minister in 
France, and remained m Paris nearly four months, 
during whteh he was presented to the Emperor 
Napoleon, and attended all the parties given at die 
Thuileries. 

Li lliese active and diversified scenes, many oppor- 
tunities occurred, both on public duty and in private 
life, to display a character of firmness and decision, 
jealous of personal honour, and aspiring to deeds of 
enterprise and of hmt. 

Very soon after his return from France, the war 
took place between the United States and Great 
Britain. When the news of its declaration reached 
Philadelphia, Lieutenant Biddle was not attached 
to any yessel, and being extremely anxious to avail 
himself of the first chimoe of service, he repairsd 
immediately to New York, in order to Tofamteer hiS' 
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services to Commodore Rodgcrs, who then com- 
manded the frigate President. On his arrival, he 
found, to his extreme disappointment, that the Presi* 
4eiit had sailed hut a few hours heforo> and in com* 
pany with all the vessels of the squadroBt except the 
frigate Essex, which was then not quHe in readiness 
fur sea. To Captain Porter, Lieutenant Diddle next 
applied to be received on board the Essex, and this 
gallant olhcer readily accepted his services. But^ 
unfortunately for Lieutenant Biddle, he was superior 
in rank to all the lieutenants of the Essex, who were 
very naturally unwilluig to receive an officer by whom 
they would be outranked. To their representations on 
the subject, Captain Porter could not, froiii motives 
of justice as well as delicacy towards bis ofFicers, be 
indifferent, and Lieutenant Biddle saw the Essex 
pat to sea without his being able to share ia the 
dangers and glory of her cruise. 

Disappomted in his most ardent wishes at the 
moment when he expected to realise them, he now 
hastened to the city of Washington and solicited 
employment But there being no public vessels in 
qommission within the United States, he then re- 
quested from the Secretary an order to join one of 
tiie frigates on their return into port : but all of them 
had their full complement of officers. He therefore 
returned to Philadelphia, moi tilled at the failure of 
all his efforts to get to sea. From this despondency 
he was relieved by the arrival, in the Delaware, of 
the sloop of war Wasp, Captain Jones, with de- 
spatches from France. This vessel had not her full 
complement of officers, and- Lieutenant Biddle im* 
2R 2r 
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mediately procured an order to join her as first 
lieutenant. 

The Wasp went to sea on the 13th of October, 
lS\2f and on the 18th fell in with and captured the 
British sloop of vnat Frolic. As we have given a 
full account of this action, in the life of Commodore 

Jones, we must refer tlie reader to page 191, where 
he will notice the details of the action, and the con- 
spicuous part taken in it by Lieutenant Biddie, who 
was ordered to take charge of the prize. 

Soon after the action the two vessds separated, 
and, in a few minutes more, the Frolic's mainmast 
and foremast went by the board ; her bowsprit had 
been carried away by running foul. Lieutenant 
Biddle was ordered by Captain Jones to rig jury- 
masts, and make his way, with the prize, to a southern 
port of the United States. Unfortunately, however, 
a large ship hove in sight, to windward, which proved 
to be the Poictiers, a British seventy-four, and as the 
Frolic was totally dismasted, and tiie Wasp so dis- 
abled in her rigg;ing, and in her sails, as to be in- 
capable of escaping immediately, both vessels were 
taken by the Poictiers. Captain Jones and his 
officers were carried to Bermuda, and after a short 
detention there, were released upon their parole, and 
returned to the United States. 

It is difficult to describe the exultation produced 
in Ibis country, by a victory so decisive over a British 
vessel of superior force. Public honours were libe- 
rally, and most justly awarded to Captain Jones. 
Of the part borne in this memorable action by Lieu- 
tenant Biddle, it is only* necessary to add the follow- 
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mg extract from the official letter of Captain Jones. 
** Lieutenant Biddle^s active conduct contributed 
mach to our success, by the exact attention paid to 
e^erj department during the engagement, and the 
animating example he aflforded the crew by his in- 
' trepidity,** 

The legislature of his native state, voted Lieutenant 
Biddlc a sword, and the thanks of the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania, for his distinguished gallantry and 
akilL By a resolution of the legislature of Maryland^ 
Ae governor of that state was requested to address 
letters to Gaptun Jones and Lieutenant Biddle, ex- 
pressiye of the very high sense entertained of their 
conduct and services, in the capture of the British 
sloop of war Frolic, of superior force. The Penn- 
sylvania Society of Cincinnati, elected Lieutenant 
Biddle an honorary member of their body. A testi- 
monial still more interesting to the feelings of Lieu- 
tenant Biddle, was offered to him hy a number of 
highly respectable gentleman of Philadelphia. In a 
letter, addressed to him by their committee, they 
observe, 

" Whilst your country confers upon you those dis- 
tinguished marks of approbation, which are ever due 
to merit and to valour, a number of the personal 
finends and companions of your youth, are desirous 
of attesting to you their esteem, and of perpetuating 
the remembrance of your private worth. With this 
view, they have directed us, as their committee, to 
present to you, in their name, a silver urn, bearing 
upon it an appropriate inscription, and a represerjtar 
tion of the action between the Wasp and the Frolic, 
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in whieh yoa so comijpicttcrady aMoated to eialt tlift 

naval character of our country." 

Congress voted a gold medal to Captain Jones, 
and a silver medal to each of the commissioned 
officers of the Wasp, and gave twenty-five thousand 
doUara to the officers and crew, for the capture of 
t)ie Frolic. 

Upon his exchange, Lietttenanit BiddJe was pro> 

moled to the rank of master-commandant, and re- 
ceived the command of the gunboats, stationed to 
protect the bay of Delaware from the incursions of 
the British. But, before the whple flotilla waa 
completed, an opportoni^ of a: more active qpnunaod 
was oiered by the return into port of the Hornet 
sloop of war. Captdn Lawrence, in consequence- 
of his promotion, having quitted her to conimaiid a 
frigate, Captain Biddle applied for, and obtained the. 
command of the Hornet, then lying at New York. 
His orders were to join the frigate Chesapeake, then 
at Boston, and nearly ready for a cmise*. These 
vesseU were to meet at sea, and cruise together, for 
the purpose of intercepting the naval and military 
stores of the enemy, coiijiiig from England, and also 
tlieir trade to the St. Lawrence. By the capture of 
the Chesapeake, the enemy became possessed of all 
the signals, and the instructions from the navy de- 
partment, in consequence of which a frigate and 
several other vessels were despatched in pursuit of 
the Hornet. Previously to this, however, as soon 
as the Hornet was ready for sea. Captain Biddle 
sailed in comi)any with the frigates United States 
and Macedonian from New York, through the fiound» 
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there being a large British force then off Sandy 
Hook. Oa the first of June, they were naet off the eaa^ 
end of Long Mand by h superior foree of the enemy^ 
and chased into New London. The Hornet beinff 

very deep was neai'ly overtaken, and was obliged to 
start lier water, in order to lif^hten, Our ships pro- 
ceeded up the river ; were moored across it to defend 
themselves, and remained unmolested by the enemy. 
They eontanned, howeter, to blockade the mouth of 
the river, and a very long and tedious confinement of 
our liltle squadron was the consequence. This state 
of inactivity was peculiarly irksonne and vexatious to 
Captain [3iddle, wliu being now, for tlie first time, in 
command of a ship, was extremely anxious to measure 
his strength with an enemy upon equal terms. Be- 
lieving that, with his small vessel alone, he could 
elude the blockadtng squadron, he solicited permis- 
sion to make the attempt a very few weeks after being 
chased into New London; but the views of the 
government for the employment of the ships did not 
accord with his wishes. 

It could not be expected that two hostile squad^ 
roDs should remain long in sight of each other, 
without some effort to produce an encounter, and, 
although our officers do not always think themselves 
justifiable in sending challenges, yet tiicre is no 
scrii|ile in accepting them. Early in January, 1814, 
the British force ofT New London consisted of the 
Ramilles, seventy-four, Commodore Sir Thomaa 
Hardy; the Endymion frigate, Captain Hope; and 
the Statira (Hgate, Captain Stackpole. A conrersa- 
tion took place araong tliosc oOlcers, in presence of 
an American prisoner of war, who was about to be 



ii 

Digitized by Google 



31B THE CHALLENQS. 

landed at New London, which was considered as an 
overture to a meeting between the two British fri orates 
and the American frigates. The Gonyersation was 
eommunicated by the prisoner to our officers, who 
readUy embraced the opportunity* Captain Biddle 
was the negotiator on the occasion, and had an inter- 
view with Sir Thomas Hardy, on board the Ramilies. 
Sir Thomas, after taking a day to consider of it, 
declined the meeting; because tlie Endymion's force 
was inferior to that of the United States ; but offered 
to permit the Statira to meet the Macedonian ; Ivhich 
Commodore DecatuXi for reasons stated in his answer, 
would not allow. Captun Biddle had volunteered 
Lis services to Commodore Decatur, to serve in either 
of the sliips, and, in case of a meeting, would have 
been on board one of them. 

In his first visit to Sir Thomas Hardy, on the sub- 
ject of the challenge, Captain Biddle, being desirous 
that the Hornet might be brought into the combat, 
made many inquiries respecting the Loup Cervler 
sloop of war, (formerly the United States' ship 
Wasp,) which was daily expected to join the British 
squadron ; when Sir Thomas at length said to him, 

I suppose you want a fight with the Loup Cer^*ie^." 
This remark gave Captain Biddle the opportunity 
whic^ he was seeking of expressing his wishes, and 
he urged very strongly the importance to the navy 
of both countries of having a fair, equal challenge fi^ht 
between two such vessels. On the arrival of the 
Loup Cervier off New Loudon, Captain Biddle re- 
ceived a communication from Captain Mends, her 
commander^ stating that he also was desirous of 
meeting the Hornet, provided the commanding officers 
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of the two squadrons would permit it ; and that if 
Captain Biddle would inform him of the number of 
souls he commanded, Captain Mends pledged bis 
honour to limit his number to the same» Commodore 

Decatur would not permit Captain Biddle to aeqnidiit 
Captain Mends with the number of his crew, and 
meet him on the terms stated, because it was uiidcr- 
stood) that in that case the Loup Cervier would have 
a picked crew from the British squadron, and Com-< 
modore Decatux would not allow such a selection to 
be made from his ships ; nor would he suffer Captain 
Biddle to write to Captain Mends, in order to ascer- 
tain the number of his men, and offer to reduce the 
crew of the Hornet, iriarp;er, to that number; because 
the government having Used the complement of men 
to be allowed to the Hornet, he would not be justified 
in permitting a reductioD. Captain Biddle, in his 
answer, after assuring Captun Mends, that in having 
expressed a wish to meet the ship under his com- 
mand, he was nol in the slightest degree iniluenced 
by any feeling of personal hostility towards him, then 
states, " I have submitted your communication to the 
perusal of Commodore Decatur. Commodm De- 
catur feels unauthorised to permit that the crew of 
this ship should be strengthened by a selection from 
any other ship under his comnmnd, since, by so per- 
miUiiig, he may be disabled from complying with the 
orders of liis government. He is uuwilhng that an 
advantage (k nied to this ship, should be allowed to 
the Loup Cervier. I have the pleasure, however, to 
acquaint you, that I am authorised to conununicate 
to you, that Commodore Decatur has given his per- 
mission, that this ship shaU meet the Loup Cmier, 
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tmder a mutual and satisfactory pledge that neither 
elrip iBceire any additional officers or men» but 
shdl go into action with ^eir original crews respec- 
tively. This ship moonts twenty guns; the Loup 

Cervier, at the time of her capture, mounted eighteen 
guns; if the armament of the Loup Cervier is still 
the aamey I will take oi* two guns, and thus place the 
two ships on an eqnalify. These terms, I trust, will 
be aocqitsble to yoa^' Captain Biddle and bis 
officers of course expected a meeting ; but thei day 
after his letter was delivered to Captain Mends, the 
Loup Cervier went to sea, and did not again return 
to her station before New London. 

The enemy continued throughout the winter a close 
blockade of New London, and always' with a force 
superior to that of our squadron. When the b]us> 
tering weather, and the season most favourable for 
escaping had passed away, the government ordered 
the two frigates to be moved as high up the river as 
practicable, and, after being dismantled, their officers 
and crews were transferred to other stations, while 
Captain Biddle was directed to continue at New 
London for the protection of the frigates. Although 
this serrioe was deemed important by the govern- 
ment, yet to Captain Biddle it presented a dreary 
prospect; he had languished nineteen months in the 
prison of Tripoli, while his brother officers were 
acquiring fame, in the active service of their country, 
and his present inactive situation appeared equally 
hopeless and mortifying ; he remonstrated, though m 
Tain, against the arrangement The demonstration 
of attacking New London and the frigates up the 
river, which was made about this period, by a very 
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formidable British force, rendered it, indeed, impro- 
dent to withdraw the protection of the Hornet. No 
attempt, however, waa made by the enemy, though 
such preparations were made to receive him a»to 
give every hope of hia discomfiture. 

When the season whioh wa» favourable for the 
operations of the enemy agmnst the ships in the river 
had passed, and as soon as Captain Biddle thought 
that the protection of the Hornet was unnecessary 
to their safety, he again applied for permission to 
leave New London and proceed to New York. 
This was granted; he ittmediately placed the Hornet 
in the best trim for sailing, passed the Bri^h squadron 
in the night of the 18th of November, undiscovered, 
and arrived at New Yorit, after having continued in 
New London river upwards of seventeen months. 

On the arrival of the Hornet at New York, she 
was attached to tiie conmiand of Commodore De- 
catur, destined for a cruise to Hie East Indies. The 
frigate President, Commodore Decatur, went to sea 
on the 14th January, 1815, leaving the sloops of war 
Peacock and Hornet behind to bring out the store 
vessel, which was not then in readiness. As soon as 
she was ready, they all went to sea in a gale of wind 
on the 23d January. Three days after, the Hornet 
separated in chase of a vessel which proved to be a 
Portuguese brig, and then proceeded singly towards 
tlic island of Tristan d'Acunha, which was the first 
place of rendezvous for the squadron. On the pas- 
sage she chased and boarded every vessel that came 
in sight. They were only four in all, and all of them 
neutrals. On the morning of the iSSd of March, 

when about to anchor off the north end of that ishlid, 
8S 
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a sail wa4 descried to the southward and eastward. 
As she was steering to the westward with a fine 
bree^ee from the S. S. W., she in a few minvtes 

could not be seen for the land. The Hornet made 
sail to the eastward immediately, and, after clearing 
the island and again gaining sight of her, perceived 
her bear up before the wind. Captain ^Biddle short- 
ened sail and hove to for her to come down. When 
she had come down and began to shorten sail, she 
took in her steering siuls in a Tery chunsy manner, 
purposely, as it afterwards appeared, to deceive the 
Hornet. She also came down stem on as nearly as 
possible, lest, as the oilicers afterwards stated, the 
Hornet should perceive her broadside and run. In 
coming down in this manner, she seemed to steer 
rather towards the Hornet's stem, so that Captain 
Biddle thought her intention was to pass under his 
stern, giving him a raking broadside, and, hauling 
her wind, cn?;ap^e him to leeward, to prevent which 
the i loi net wore ship three times. " At forty mmutes 
past one, P. M.," says Captain Biddie's official letter, 
" being nearly within musket shot distance, she haoled 
her wind on the starboard tack, hoisted English 
colours, and fired a gun. We immediately luffed to, 
hoisted our ensign, and gave the enemy a broadside. 
The action being thus commenced, a quick and well- 
directed fire was kept up from this ship, 11 le enemy 
gradually drifting nearer to us, when at My-five 
minutes past one he bore up apparently to run us on 
board. As soon as I perceiyed he would certainly 
fall on board, I called the boarders so as to be ready 
to repel any attempt to board us. At the instant 
every officer and man repaired to the quarter-deck. 
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where the two vessels were coming in contact, and 
eagerly pressed me to permit them to board the 
enemy; but this I would not permityas it was evident 
from the commencement of the action lhat our fire 
was greatly superior both in quickness and in effect. 
The enemy's bowsprit came in between our main and 
mizzcn-ripfpn^, on our starboard side, aiiurding him 
an opportunity to board us, if such was his design 
but no attempt was made. There was a considerable 
swell, and as the sea lifted us ahead^ the enemy's 
bowsprit carried away our mizzen-shrouds, stem- 
davits, and spankerboom, and be hung upon our lu^ 
board quarter. At this moment, an officer, who was 
aAcr wards recognised to be Mr. M'Donald, the first 
lieutenant, and the then commanding officer, called 
out that they had surrendered. I directed the marines 
and musketry men to cease firing, and, while on the 
tafferel, asking if they had surrendered, I received a 
wound in the neck. The enemy just then got clear 
of us, and his foremast and bowsprit being both gone, 
and perceiving us wearing to give him a frosh broad- 
side, he again called out that he had surrendered. It 
was with difficulty I could restrain my crew from 
firing into him again, as he had certainly fired into 
us after having surrendered. From the firing of the 
first gun, to the last time the enemy cried out he had 
surrendered, was exactly twenty-two minutes by the 
watch. She proved to be his Britannic majesty's 
brig Penguin, mounting sixteen thirty-two pound 
earronadls, two long twelves, a twelve pound car- 
ronade on the top^lant forecastle^ with swivels on 
the capstem and in the tops. She* had a spare port 
forward, so as to figjbt both her long guns of a dde. 
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She sailed &om England in September last She 
was shorter upon deck than this ship by two feet» but 
she had a greater length of keel, greater breadth of 

beam, thicker sides, and higher bulwarks than tliis 
ship, and was in all respects a rcmarkiLl ly fine vessel 
of her class. The enemy acknowledge a complement 
of one hundred and thirty-two men, twelve of them 
supernumerary marines from the Medway seventy- 
four, received on board in consequence of their being 
ordered to cruise for the American privateer Young 
Wasp. They acknuwledge also a loss of fourteen 
killed and twenty-eight wounded; but Mr. Mayo, 
who was in charge of the prize, assures me that the 
number of killed was certainly greater." 

Among the killed of the Penguin was Captain 
Dickenson, her commander, who is represented to 
have been a deserving and favourite officer. Not a 
single rouiul-shot struck the hull of the Hornet, but 
her sides were filled with grape, and her sails and 
i*ig^iiig much cut. The Hornet had but one man 
killed, and eleven wounded. Among the wounded 
were Captain Biddle severely, and Mr. Conner, the 
flrst lieutenant, dangerously. 

It is always gratify lug to notice the attaclltncnt of 
uur brave tars to their commanders. Captain Biddle, 
in the early part of the action, had his face much dis- 
figured by being struck twice with splinters, and, when 
he received the wound in the neck, from which the 
Uood flowed profusely, the most anxious concern 
for him was evinced by the crew, two of wlK>m took 
him in their arms to carry him below. He could 
scarcely disengap;e himself from them, and finding that 
he would not leave the deck, one of them stripped 
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off his shirt and tied it tightly ahout Captain Biddle's 
neck, so as to prevent his bleeding. Captain Biddle 

would not have his own wound dressed until after all 
his men had theirs dressed. 

We cannot omit a circumstance Ivhich marks a 
strikiog and characteristic difference between the 
seamen of the two countries. In conversation with 
Lieutenant M*DQpald, the surviving officer of the 
Penguin, he mentioned that soon after the commenoe- 
ment of the action, Captain Dickenson remarked to 
him, *' this fellow hits us every time, we can't stand 
his fire ; we must run him on board at that instant 
Captain Dickenson received a grape-shot in his 
breast, which terminated his life in a few minutes. 
./The command devolving upon Mr. M'Donald, he said 
he gave orders to board, but that his men would not 
follow him ; while the seamen of the Hornet were 
anxious and eager to board the enemy, but were pre- 
vented by their commander. 

It has-been stated that Captain Biddle was wounded 
after the enemy had surrendered. He was standing 
upon the taffereV a^d had ordered the musketry not 
to fire, when one^of his officers called out to him that 
there was a man taking aim at him. Captain Biddle 
did not hear this, as his back was towards the 
oihccr ; but two of the marines perceiving the fellow 
taking aim at Captain Biddle fired at him, and he 
fell dead the instant aft^ he had discharged his piece. 
He was not more than ten or twelve yards from 
Captain iSiddle when-he shot him; the ball struck 
the chin directly in front with much force, and pass- 
ing along the neck, tearing the flesh, went off behind 
through his cravat, waistcoat and coat collar. 
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The Penguin being completely riddled, her fore- 
mast and bowsprit gone, and her mainmast so crippled 
as to be incapable of being secured, and Captain 
Biddle being unwilling to return into port with his 
prize» or to spare officers to man her, he resolved to 
destroy her, and she was accordingly scuttled. A 
few days after the action he was joined by the Pea- 
cock and the storcship. The Hornet had sustained 
so little injury in the action, that Captain Biddle, 
having bent a new set of sails^ and knotted and, 
secured his rigging, was completely ready for further 
service. Captains Warrington and Biddle hai^ag: 
waited the time prescribed, without the aniis^ of 
Commodore Decatur, the Tom Bowling, storeship, 
was converted into a cartel to carry the British 
prisoners to St. Salvador, and the Peacock and 
Hornet sailed on the 12th April, bound round the 
Cape of Good Hope. On the 27th April, early in 
the morning, in latitude SB, SO, 8., and lon^tude 3S, 
E., they discovered a strange saO, to which they 
gave chase. As it was part of the time calm, and 
during the other part the wind was quite li^^ht, they 
did not approach the chase until the afternoon of the 
following day. "At forty-five minutes past two, P. 
M.," says Captain Biddle's official letter, " the Pea- 
cock was about six miles ahead of this ship, and 
observing that she appeared to be suspicious <of the 
chase, I took in starboard steering-siills, and hauJed 
up for the Peacock. At twenty-two minutes past 
three, P. M., the Peacock made the signal, that the 
chase was a ship of the line, and an enemy. I im- 
mediately took in all steering sails and hauled upon 
a wind, the enemy then upon our lee quarter, distant 
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about eight lules. At vm^ P. M., as he was gainiog 

upon us, and there was every appearance ^at he 

would be enabled to keep sight of us during the night, 
I considered it necessary to lighten the ship. I 
therefore threw overboard twelve tons of kentledge, 
part of our shot, and some of our heavy spars ; cut 
away the sheet anchor and cable, and started the 
wedges of the masts. At two» A. M., the enemy . 
being rather before our lee beam, I tacked to the 
westward , he also tacked and continued in chase of 
us. At daylight, on the 29th, he was within gunshot 
upon our lee quarter. At seven, A. M., having 
hoisted English colours, and a rear-admiraFs flag, he 
commenced firing from his bow gons. As his shot 
went over ns^ I cat away the remaming anchor and 
cable, threw overboard the lanncb, six of our guns, 

more of our shot, and every iicavy article that was at 
hand. The enemy fired about thirty shot, not one 
of which took effect, though most of them passed 
over us. While he was firing, I had the satisfaction 
to perceive that we slowly dropped him» and at nine, 
A. M., he ceased bis fire. At eleven, A. tti, the 
enemy was again coming up with ns. I now^tbere- 
fore, threw overboard all our remaining guns, but 
one long gun, nearly all our shot, all our spare spars, 
cut away the top-gallant forecastle, and cleared every 
thing off deck, as well as from below, to lighten as 
much as possible. At noon, the enemy again com- 
menced firmg; be fired many shot, only three of 
which caiiae on board, two striking the hidl, and one 
passing through the jib. It is, however, extraordi- 
nary that every shot did not take effect ; for the 
enemy, the second time he coipaenced Mng, was 
2T 28« . 
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certainly within three quarters of a mile of this ship, 
and the sea quite smooth. I perceived from his sails 
that the effect of his fire was to deaden his wind, and 
at two, P. M., he again ceased firing. At thirty 

minutes past two, P. M., the wind, which had pre- 
viously — aiiJ greatly to our disadvantage — ^backcd to 
the southeast, hauled to the westward, and freshened 
up. At sundown^ the enemy was about four miles 
astern ; the wind was fresh, and we went at the rate 
of nine knots throughout the night, and at daylight, 
on the SOdiy he was about twelve miles astern, still in 
chase of us. At thirty minutes past nine, A. M., he 
took in steering-sails, reefed bis topsails and hauled to 
the eastward, and at eleven, A. M., he was entirely 
out of sight. During the chase, the enemy appeared 
to be very crank, and I therefore concluded he mt^st 
have lightened while in chase of 'us. I did not at 
any time fire our stem-chasers, because it was mani- 
fest that the enemy injured his sailing by firinj^." 

During this lonp: and anxious chase, Captain Bid- 
die, though still much indisposed and debilitated by 
his wound, preserved bis accustomed fortitude and 
presence of mind. Though his situation, for many 
hours, under the guns of a line of battle ship, would 
have justified his surrender, yet be could not bring 
his mind to give up the ship, and his pcrscvcrinj!; and 
unyielding spirit was rewarded by the success which 
it merited, but could scarcely have expected. It is 
this gallant and heroic temper, which never despairs 
and is always master of itself, that gives iisi possessor 
a claim to much higher merit, than can be made by 
the ordinary efforts of' courage. As their capture 
appi^arcd to be almost iucvitabie, aud liie minds of 
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'fbokcrew were depressed, Captain Biddle caUed them 

together and addressed them: he told them that he 
was determined not to heava to, but to carry sail 
from the enemy as long as his spars were unliurt, and 
that if the enemy continued to fire, he had no do«bt 
that they should escape; he told them if they were 
captured, he should expect tlieni to b^ve properly; 
he encouraged them not to fear any ill usage from 
the one my, and assured them that he would continue 
witli lliem, and never aLandon them. The effect of 
this adtlrchs was to reanimate tlie spirits of the crew, 
and to make them all pleased and proud to resign 
their fate, confidently and cheerfully, to the directioii 
of their brave commander. 

After escaping from the serentjMbnr, the loss of 
her armament and other equipments rendered the 
Hornet's return into port indispensable; and as it 
would have been extremely hazardous to approach 
our coast, being without guns, boats or anchors, he 
concluded to go into St Salvador, for the purpose 
of refitting and resuming his cnuse. He arrived 
there on the 9th of June, and on his arrival heard 
of the peace with Great Britain. He returned to 
New York, on the SOth of July. 

Agreeably to the request of Captain Biddle, a 
court of inquiry was held on the 2M day of August, 
1815, on board the Hornet, in the harbour of New 
York, to investigate the causes of the return of that 
ship into port, and to inquire into the eirenmstanees 
attending the loss of armament, stores, &c. The 
following opinion was pronouneed by the court, of 
which Captain Evans was President : " The Court, 
altar mature deliberation on the testimony adduced. 
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are of oplmon that no blame is imputable to Captain 
Biddle, on aceoont of the rcftuni of the Hornet into 
port with the loss of her armament^ stores, &e.; and 
that the great^t applause is due to him for his perse- 
vering guliantry, and nautical skill, cvim ed in e scaping, 
under the most disailvaiita^cous circuni^stanres, after 
a long and arduous cha^ by & British line of battle 
ship." 

Zhaing his absence, Captain Biddle was promoted 
to the rank of post captain. 

On his return, a public dinner was given to him 
by the citizens of New York ; and a subscription was 
made for a service of plate, to be presented to him by 
the citizens of Philadelphia. Other testimonials of 
respecty not less due to his private worth than to his 
merit as an officer, were bestowed upon him. 
i Our limito will only permH a very summary notice 
of the services of Commodore Biddle, since thu peace 
of Ghent In 181 7, he was despatched by tlie g-ovcm- 
ment, in the Ontario sloop of war, to the Columbia 
hver, to take possession of Oregon territory. This 
senrice and a emise in the Pacific having been per- 
formed, he returned to this country, in 1819. In 
March, 188S, he was sent to the West India station, 
in the frigate Maccdoiiian, ostensibly for the purpose 
of suppressing piracy, but with special orders to re- 
main for a considerable time in the port of Havana. 
This order, which, like several that have at various 
times proceeded from our government, showed a 
singular want of consideration for the health of the 
seamen employed in the navy, occasioned the loss of 
one hundred and three men, with the yellow fever. 
When it was apparent that the disease had corn- 
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menced its ravages in the ship, Coipmodore Biddle 
sailed oat of the harbour, and cruised about the 

islands, in order to restore health to the prew ; but it 
was too late, and he was obliged to return home witii 
tliis severe loss. lie was immediately sent back to 
the West ladia station, in the frigate Congress; thus 
silencmg the censure bestowed upon hua by the 
newspapers for remaining so long in the port of 
Havana. He continued engaged in the arduous and 
unplrasant service of suppressing piracy until the 
ensuing spring. It was about this period that the 
government made the discovery, that the employment 
of frigates on this duty could be preventive only to a 
very limited extent, on account of the readiness with 
which the pirates found shelter in the small harbours 
and creeks of the Spanish islands. Small vessels, of 
very liglil construction, were bub&etiuently employed 
with more effect. 

Commodore Biddle's next service was the carrying 
abroad of two ministers, to their several destinations, 
in the frigate Congress. It will be thought by the 
ireader rather an odd circumstance, that the same 
national ship should have been ordered by the govern- 
ment to convey our minister, Mr. Nelson, to Spain, 
and, at the same time, should be cliar;red with the 
service of carrying out Mr. Rodney, as ambassador 
to Buenos Ayres, a revolted colony of Spain, whose 
independence had never been admowledged by the 
mother country. The manifest indecorum of tta 
proceeding was noticed by the newspapers of the 
time; but the service was, nevcrth<jless, required, and 
it was duly performed, the cruise terminating in I^e- 
cember, 18^4. 



Digitized by Google 



m OBASAOTBR OP BIDBLE. 

A subsequent cruise on the South A nicrican station, 
ikom 1826 to 18^8, and anotber in the Mediterraneaii, 
during which Commodore Biddle went to Constanti- 
nople for the purpose of signing the commercial treaty 

vviLii Tuikey, were his latest voyages. The last ter- 
minated in 1832. From the year 1838 to im2, he 
was in charge of the Naval Asylum, near Philadel- 
phia. 

Commodore Biddle's residence, when not on 
foreign service, has always been the city of Philadel- 
phia, where his well known character for courage 

and ability, and his umformly iVaiik, atralilc and gen- 
tlemanly deportment have endeared him to a large 
circle of inends. 

It has been the distinguishing character of this 
gentleman, to exert in the public service an un- 
wearied activity, and an ardent enterprise, which 
surmounted every obstacle and commanded the events 
of his life. Notwithstanding the difficulties and dis- 
appointments experienced by him at the commence- 
ment of the war, in procuring a station, and his 
confinement at New London, almost as long and as 
depressing as the captivity at Tripoli, yet his perse- 
vering spirit led him forward, in spite of every unto- 
ward event, in the path of glory, and crowned bis 
exerti ons with success. He was a party to two of 
the inodt decisive actions of the war. The capture 
of the Frolic by the Wasp, not only broke the charm 
of British naval superiority, but showed a decided 
superiority in favour of America. The capture of 
the Penguin vras not less decisive; and if, at the 

•comiricnccment of the war, the Britisli navy was 
surprised, irom habits of security and contempt for 
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their enemies, they had long before the victory of the 
Hornet learned their error and corrected their con- 
duct. In this insta^^ce, even the enemy was utterly 
unable to frame an apology for his defeat, since he 
had come out prepared, and with unusual means, to 
pursue and capture an American ship of war. 

The chase and escape of the Hornet, under the ex- 
traordinary circumstances which have been related, 
is considered, by competent judges, as one of the 
most honourable acts of which the navy can boast 
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NDOUBTEDLY good descent is 
an advantage ; and if a man, who has 
rendered his name illustrious by 
services to his country, derives re- 
flected splendour from his ancestry, 
few have stronger claims on that score than the sub- 
ject of the present biography. His great ancestor, 
Edmund Perry, was born in Devonshire, England, 
and was one of the earliest settlers of the then colony 
of Massachusetts. He was a public speaker of the 
society called Friends, and was compelled to quit 
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that colony on account of bis religious opinions, and 
to seek a residence in South Kingston, Rhode Island. 
He had three sods, Samuel, James and Benjamin, 
who inherited the same religious principles with their 
father. Benjamin, the great grandfather, was bom 
' in the year 1673. Freeman, his youngest son, hy a 
second marriage, was born in South Kingston, on the 
second day of February, in 1732, and in 1 756 married 
the daughter of Oliver Hazard, Esq., brother to the 
Hon. George Hazard, lieutenant governor of the then 
colony of Rhode Island. The grandfather, Freeman 
Perry, was for many years clerk of the court, mem- 
ber of the legislature, judge, &c., in his native state, 
the duties of which yarious offices he discharged with 
great credit and ability. He died at South Kingston, , 
in October, 1813, in the eighty-second year of his 
age. Christopher Raymond Perry, the father, was 
bom December 4, 1 76L Notwithstanding his youth, 
at the commencement of the American revolution, he 
'took a very active part, and was often found fighting 
both by land and sea in tlie service of his country. 
He always acquitted himself to the satisfaction of his 
commanders ; the post of danger was with him the 
post of honour. In October, 1784, he was married 
to Sarah Alexapder, a lady bom in Ireland, but of 
Scotch e!ttraction ; descended, on the maternal side, 
from the Wallaces, so celebrated in the annals of 
Scotland ; — a name which Oliver would have borne 
had it not been changed to Hazard, in consequence 
of the sudden death ol a beloved uncle. This ex- 
cellent woman devoted herself to the education of 
her children, and formed their youthful minds to 
early habits of virtue and religion. So Buccessftil 
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was she in these attempts, that neither the glare of 

arms, and the pomp and bustle of a uiilitary life were 
able to seduce the mind of Captain Perry from those 
salutary impressions which he received in early youth. 
At the age of seven yean, he was placed at Mr. 
Frasier'a school, in Newport, and under that able 
and excellent teacher he made considerable process 
in his studies. In April, 1799, he received a mid- 
shipman's warrant, and was attached to the United 
States^ ship General Greene, under the command of 
his father, with whom he sailed until the reduction 
of the narf. At this time, his ihther leeeived the 
fdlowing letter from the Hon. Secretary of the Navy : 

■ 

« J^aojf DcparlmetA, Spril S, 1801. 
«Sir: — ^The act providing for the pmce establishment of the 
navy of the United States, haa imposed on the Presideiit a peiii> 
fbl duty. It directs him to select nine gentleman from amongst 
the captaiM of the navy of the United States, and to permit the 
Minaining commanders to Tetare from piblie service, with the ad" 
"ranee of four months' extra pay. I have deemed it a duty, there- 
fore, as early as possible to inform you, tliat you will be amongst 
those whose services, however reluctantly, will be dispensed with. 
Tou will transmit to the arronntant of the navy a statement of your 
account, for pny and subsistence, 8tc., to the 20th instant, inclu- 
eive; on reccij t (if which it will be adjusted, and the balance due 
you. uirludiiig the lour months' extra pay, will be transmitted to 
you, or paid to your order. Permit me to assure you, that the 
President has a just sense of the services rendered by you to your 
couniry, and that I am, with sentiments of respect, 

**Tour most obedient servant, 
** By order of Henry Dtarbom^ acting Hecretary of the J^'avy^ 

" S. Smitu. 

*' Ciiilnii Cmu R. Put." 

On the breaking out of the Tripolitan war, Mr. 
Peny was ordered to join the frigate Adams, coifr* 



Digitized by GoQgle 



manded by Gaptain Campbell, with whom he sailed 
for the Mediterranean. This iiigate was then lyiqg 
in the harbour of Newport, and arrived at Gibraltar 
on fbe 13th of July, IBXXt, Here they were met by 

Commodore Morris, in tiie Chesapeake, and Lieut^ 
nant Sterret, of the Enterprise. After waiting a 
month at this place, they proceeded as far as Malaga, 
with a convoy of merchant ships, and then returned 
to watch a Tripolitan ship lying at the rock of Gibral* 
tar. Here they lay for ten noBtfaa watching the 
Tripolitans, sit which time they were joined by Com- 
modore Preble, with the Constdlation, accompanied 
by the New York, John Adams, and the Enterprise. 
Commodore Prchle here bhiftcd his fla^ from the 
Constellation to the New York, and ordered the 
Constellation, then co mman ded by Captain Barron, 
to the United States. On the 7th of April, Mr. 
Perry sailed from Gibraltar for the United States, in 
the frigate Adams, with a convoy of ten sail of mer- 
chantmen. They touched at Malaora, Alicant, Bar- 
celona, and, after staying a few days at the latter 
place, proceeded for Leghorn, and thence to Naples. 
Daring this cruise, and on his birth-day, (at seventeen 
years of age,) he was promoted to an acting lieute- 
nancy. WhUe on the Mediterranean station, Lieu- 
tenant Perry embraijed an opportunity afforded by 
the indulgence of his commander, of visiting many of 
the capital cities, and examiAini^; many of the curiosi- 
ties both of Italy and Spun. He had also an oppor- 
tunity of sedng whateyer was worthy of notice in the 
Italian islands, as well as on the Barbery side. He 
was at Tangiers, Ceuta, Algiers, Tunis, Deme and 
TripolL From Naples the frigate sailed to Strom- 

29* 
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boIL Lieutenant Perry remained in the Mediter- 
ranean until Commodore Morris left that station, and 
with him he returned to the United States. On 
Lieutenant Perry's return to Newport, from this 
long and fatiguing cruise, he strenuoufiij applied him- 
self to the study of mathematics. 

On the 5th of July, 1804, Lieutenant Perry was 
again ordered to the Constellation, under his old 
commander, Captain Campbell. This frigate was 
then fitting^ out at Washington, and destined to join 
our squadron at Malta, then under the command of 
Commodore Barron. He remained on board the 
Constellation until he was ordered by Captain Camp- 
bell as first lieutenant on board of the Nautilus, 
during the time that Captain - Evans and Captain 
Dent assumed the command. He was attached to 
the Nautilus until Coiiunodore Rodders assumed the 
command of the American squadron, by whom he 
was ordered on board of bis own ship, the Constitu- 
tion, where he remained until the conclusion of peace 
with the regency of Tripoli. Afterwards Commodore 
Kodgers shifted his flag to the Essex, retained Mr. 
Perry with him as the secojiJ lieutenant, and with 
him he returned to the United States. 

After this second Mediterranean cruise. Lieutenant 
Pt^rry applied himself with redoubled diligence to the 
study of mathematics, and to the rudiments of navi- 
gation. He had already been conversant with prac- 
tice: and he was thus enabled to read and to compare 
what he read with his own rxporience, and to improve 
hirasolf both by theoretical and practical knowledge. 
During the embargo, he was appointed to the com- 
mand of seyent^n gunboats, stationed at the harbour 
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of New York, the duties of which he executed with 
his usual promptitude, industry and perseverance. 

In all these incidents we may discover rather a 
narrative of occurrences, than a description of the 
character of Lieutenant Perry. None of these eyents 
have served to throw out his peculiar and distinguish- 
ing characteristics. It is time to come to more spe- 
cific detail, and we shall find an intrepidity winch 
no misfortune could disturb, surpassed only by the 
modesty with which it is surrounded. In the year 
1810, Lieutenant Perry superseded Captain Jones in 
the command of the United States' schooner Re- 
venge, attached to the squadron commanded by Com- 
modore Rodgers. Lieutenant Perry received the 
orders of his commander to comuience a survey, be- 
ginning at the western most extreme of Gardiner's 
bay, on a parallel to extend five leagues south of the 
south side of Long Island, and north, so as to inter* 
sect the Connecticut shore; thence as £ir eastward 
as to include the whole of Connecticut, as far as the 
easternmost extremity of Newport, and the harbours 
adjacent thereto ; from which the north and south 
parallel of the eastern boundary of the chart was to 
extend so far south that the intersecting east and west 
parallel, forming tiie southern margin of the chart, 
would take in Gay-head and Block-island. He was, 
by the orders of his commander, first to survey the 
harbour of Newport, and then to return to New 
London. In the execution of this duty, the schooner 
was wrecked on a reef of rocks, called Watch-hill 
reef, at the entrance of Fisher's island sound. By 
the indefatigable exertions of the officers and crew, 
almost every thing of value was saved firom the 
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wrecks and ihe life of every person on board was 

presei vlhI, jiotwithstanding the heavy swell rendered 
the approach extremely difiicult and hazardous. A 
oourt of inquiry was ordered by the Commodore, 
consisting of Captain Isaac Hull, and Lieutenants 
Charles Monis and Charles Ludlow ; names dear to 
the memory of Americans. Lieutenant Ferry, on 
his examination before the court, gave a modest and 
perspicuous detail , but ciiutiously and modestly con- 
cealed his own individual agency in attempting to 
save the stores and the men. In the examination of 
the junior ofilcers^ this &ct is stated, which the court 
would never have learned from his own hps : At 
sunset the wind changed to^ the novthward, and blew 
heavy on the reef, when the sea increasing, and the 
vessel going fast to pieces, it was determined to leave 
her; and the Captain, and such part of the officers as 
remained on board, landed at Watch-hill — Captain 
Perry hein§ ihe last person that left the rvreckT It 
seldom happens that an officer is first recommended 
to the notice and favourable regards of his govern- 
ment by bis misfortunes. Such, however, was the 
case in the present instance, and Lieutenant Perry, 
from that hour, became a favourite m the navy de- 
partment. He laid the foundation of his future 
celebrity in his misfortune. The following lettei^ 
from the Secretary of the Navy, to the Commodore, 
sanctions these ideas, and one particular passage ap- 
pears to be beautiluliy prophetic. 

JWwy Jkpertmmt Fehuargf 1811. 
« Sa Ycnir letter of the Slst idtinoy with the prooMdinga of 
tfie eouit of jnqniiy into die lo« of the Revenge) has been leceived. 
*^Bimg ftttealively wamfneJ Ae prooeed^p of the oovrl^ I 
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derive much satisfactioB fiom perceiviag that it is unneoMwy to 
iBBtitDte any farther proceedings in the eaae. With respect to 
Lieutenant Perry, I can only say, that ray confidence in him has 
not been in any degree diminished by his conduct on this occasion. 
The loss of the Revenge appears to be justly chargeable to the 
pilot. This accident will no doubt present to hUuUnant Perry 
considi' rat ions that may useful to him in future command. Jin 
officer,, just to himself icill not be depressed by defeat or misfoT' 
tune ; but will be f^fimuJated hy either cause to greater exertion.'^'* 

"The conduct ( f the oHicers generally, and of the crew, meets 
vith mv approbation, with only one exception, I mean acting lacu- 

teiwut , whose concern Uir himself appears to have reutiered 

him regardless of his duty a& an oliicer. Sucii occasions are cal- 
culated to excite the iui>»i active exertions for general relief, and 
afford opportunities of diijplaying a noble disinterestedness. In- 
stead of cheering those under his command to manly exertions, it 
grieres me to find that this officer was inflicting unnecessary, per- 
Jiaps unmerited blows upon them. Fulough him as a midshipman, 
mtii ferther orden from this depertmnit, 

]f there ehonid be any sitoatioii in die sq[nedroii, to which you 
can appoint Lieutenent Peny^ that nay be consistent with his just 
pietensionsy and not interfere with the rights of othen, yon wfll 
appoint him to it; if not, he is to be flirlonghed, waiting the finrther 
ofdsn of this department* 

<^Tbe officeis and crew hafing perhape soflned in ttetf private 
property, may each receive an adviooe of two months' pay« to 
aflbrd them relief. This authority is to be eiercised aecofding to 
your discretion. 

<^ You will cause this letter to be publicly read to lieutenant 
Perry, his offioeis and crew. 
^ The correctness of proceeding on the part of the oouft of m- 

quiry is highly approved, and. to the members who eompwe i% 
yott will be pleased to express tiiis approbation. 

" I am, sir, yours, &e., 

^FaUL UAMXLTOJf. 

" Com. RoDaat;, New London.*' 

On the brcakinpr out of the war of 1812, Lieutenant 
Perry waa appointed to the command of the United 
2X 
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States' flotilla^ then lying in the harbour of Newport, 
with the rank of master-commandant. This place, 
however, as has been proved by subsequent events, 

was not destined for the theatre of active service. 
To a mind so enterprising and active, a mere noiiunal 
command, or, what amounts to the same thing, to an 
office where a brave man is, for want of opposition, in- 
cable of distinguishing himself, is irksome and destitute 
of all attractions. It soon became evident, not only 
from the declarations made on the floor of Congress, 
but likewise from the movementii of General Hall, 
that the oocupation of Canada was our object. It 
became then a matter of primary importance to 
secure the possession of the lakes. Commodore 
Chauncey was selected for this purpose by the navy 
department, to whom was intrusted the superintend-- 
ence and direction of all our military operations on 
those waters. Captain Perry was by him appointed 
to the command of the naval forces of the United 
States on Lake Jbihe. So attached were the men 
who composed bis squadron lying in the harbour of 
Newport, to their commander, that they cheerfully 
followed his new fortunes, and accompanied him to 
Lake Erie. At the time that General Dearborn 
contemplated an attack upon P'ort George, Commo- 
dore Perry arrived in the neighbourhood of our army 
on public business. This fort, it is well known, is 
situated at the communication between the waters of 
the Lakes Ontario and Erie, and just above the FaUs 
of Niagara. Commodore Perry immediately volun- 
teered his services, which were as promply accepted 
by General Dearborn and Commodore Chauncey, 
and the landing oi our troops intended lor the attack. 
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was by them confided to him. The result of that 

action is so well known, tliat it is conceived unneces- 
sary to occupy the attention of the reader by a more 
specific detail. 

When Commodore Perry was appointed to com- 
mand the United States' squadron on Lake Erie, 
there was no sqnadron for him to command. The 
British held the entire and exclusive possession of 
these waters ; and to this ofiicer was confided the 
important duty of creating a fleet, in the face of a 
proud and insolent foe. The Commodore had not 
only to contemplate the day as extremely dubious 
and distant when he should meet his enemy on fair 
and honourable terms on the bosom of the Lake, but 
likewise to guard against surprise, and to run the risk 
of having his navy dcstruyed on the stocks. Ho had 
likewise to apprehend every thing from the inexpe- 
rience of his own sailors ; and, it is hoped that it will 
not be deemed invidious to assert, from the inexpe- 
rience of his officers also. The Commodore himself 
had never seen a naval engagement ; it is true that he 
had studied the theory of naval warfare ; but he had 
known nothing of active operations. He had never 
• been in an engagement where a single ship was op- 
' posed to a single ship ; much less could he be pre- 
sumed capable of calculating all the hazards and 
casualties where one fleet was opposed to another. 
This was untried ground, and on which the Commo- 
dore, so far as regards the knowledge resulting from 
experience, was ahuost as much a novice as the most 
ignorant of his crew. In addition to tins formidable 
mass of obstructions, he had to encounter the genius 
of Captain Barclayi a man who» to an enterprising 
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and active mind, bad united the lessons of sober ex- 
pfirienoe ; he was conversant with naval science both 
10 theory end in practice: he had served under 
Nelson ; and in the battle of Trafalgar his wound 
was an evidence of his eourage and intrepidity — ^these 
were the appnicntly unct^urtl terms on which Commo- 
dore Perry was in cope with his gallant competitor. 
These difiiculties, which in ordinary minds would 
only excite motives of despair, were, in Commodore 
Peny'Sy subjects only of active and of persevering 
energy. His genius seemed to expand beneath tlie 
pressure of the foot which was raised for its externa* 
nation. To guard against the approach of the heavy 
vessels of the enemy, while his own fleet was upon 
the stocks, he selected a place denominated the har- 
bour of £rie, which, from the shoalness of the water, 
WBfli incapable of being approached by vessels loaded 
with heavy ordnance. This bay, by projecting into 
the main land, rendered the pass defensible, hoth hy 
armed boats and by the miiUia, who, on the requisi- 
tions of the Commodore, were stationed to watch 
every motion of the enemy. Here, if Captain Bar* 
elay attempted to enter, he would be compelled to 
relhiquiflh his maritime superiority — ^he would be 
compelled to forego his heavy ships, and to trust hit « * 
strength in boats, which might be opposed by an 
equal force on the water, as well as by the militia, 
who were stationed to prevent his advances. His 
naval pre-emin^ce would now avail him nothing. 
Under such auspices did Commodore Perry conw 
nence the hazardous undertaking of building his fleet 
Frequently were alarms excited, and, probably, for 
nelanuub purposeii j^iomulgated, that Captain Barclay 
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iDtendcd an attack^ and as often was the vigilance 
and promptitude of Commodore Feacrj found eqaal 
to the emergency. The militia were, 1^ these false 
alarms, rendered more exjpert, and his own sailors 
were, from the same eAuses, trained, disciplined, and 
inured to their duty. 

These are some, and hat faint views of the diilicul- 
Ues which Commodore Perry had to surmount 
Many minds are iDund capable of comprehending 
tfahiigs in the mass, which cannot, at the same time, 
bear all the tedioos mimitiss of detai}. Commodore 
Perry, howeyer, was as attentive to the one as to the 
other. While he was revolving in his mind, and 
anxiously awaiting for the day when he should meet 
his opponent on equal terms, he superintended the 
whole of the preparatory arrangements, and dispkyed 
the same perseTeriag seat as he did in the grander 
scenes m which he was afterwards called to act. 

On the morning of the 10th of September, 1813, 
Commodore Perry's fleet — consisting of the brig 
Lawrence, of twenty guns ; the Niagara, of twenty; 
the Caledonia, of three ; the schooner Ariel, of four; 
the Scorpion, of two; the Somers, of two guns and 
two swivels; the slooig Trippe, the schooner Tigress, 
and the Porcupine,^ carrying each one gun only, and 
making in the aggregate fifty-four guns — were lying 
in Put-in bay. The British fleet, commanded by 
Commodore Barclay, were discovered, consisting 
of the ship Detroit, carrymg nineteen guns; the 
Queen Charlotte, seventeen; the schooner Lady 
Prevost, thirteen; the brig Hunter, ten; tiie sloop 
Little Belt, three; and the schooner Chippeway, one 
—making a diHereuce of nine guns in ikvour of the 

30 
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British. Commodore Perry preserving the weather- 
gage of his antagonist, bore up to the windward, 
and formed his squadron in line of battle. The 
«neniy commenced firing, and as he moufited long 
twenty-four, eighteen, and twelve poiindera, hie fire 
became destnictiTe. The Commodore obsetving tliiB 
inequality of fire, and his own ship being the p^ci- 
pal sufferer, made the signal for close action. The 
Lawrence was, in this situation, exposed for upwards 
of two hours to a fire so destructive and tremendous, 
Ihat every brace and bowline was shot awayi every 
^n rendered useless, and the greater part of juor 
crew either killed or wounded. 

Commodore Perry lay in the Lawrence between tlie 
Queen Ciiarluttc and the Detroit, with the schouners 
Ariel and Scorpion on his wxathor-bow. 

While the battle was thus raging, the gunboats, on 
which so much depended in such a crisis, and which, 
from the facility of their management, were capable 
of such speedy and effectual annoyance of the enemy, 
did but little or no execution. 

This IS a broad outline of the action, and of the 
situation of the respective ships at this critical 
moment. Commodore Perry finding that no more 
effective hostility could be done in the Lawrence, 
hastily left her, in the charge of his brave and gallant 
lieutraant, Yamall, and immediately proceeded on 
board the Niagara, bearing the commodore's flag, on 
which was inscribed the dying words of the brave 
Lawrence, **Dow7 give up the sliip^ He passed the 
line of the enemy, exposed to the full hazard of their 
musketry, still standing in the boat, a marked and 
pointed objecti until he was forcibly pulled down by 
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luB own men. When he arriFed on board of the 
Niagara, the crew of the Lawrence*— the Ibw remam- 
uig crew — gave three cheers, on account of the safetj 

of their beloved commander. Cuminodore Perry 
said, addressing Captain Elliot, "Do you see those 
infernal gunboats — they have lost us the victory." 
" No," exclaims his confederate, "do you take com- 
mand of this ehip and I bring np the boats." 
This was what Commodore Peny so delicately menp- 
tions in his letter to the Secretary of tiie Navy, that 
Captain Eiliut anticipated his wishes, in bringing up 
the boats. 

A fresh breeze springing op at this moment, Com- 
modore Perry availed himself of this favourable 
opportunity, and plonged throogh tiie enemy's line, 
giving them a n^ng fire from the right and left. ' 
Captain Elliot in the mean time, having brooght op 
tile gunboats, did vigorous execution, by plying; them 
in dilFerent directions, for winch kmd of naval service 
they are so admirably adapted. The enemy, over 
whom victory seemed to hover until this moment, 
'were compelled to strike thor flags; and Captain 
Barclay, who was fainting below, from the loss of 
blood, being carried on deck, agreed that nothing 
better could be done. 

On board the Lawrence twenty-two were killed, 
and sixty-one wounded. On board the Niagara two 
were killed, and twenty-five wounded. On board 
the Caledonia three were wounded; and on board 
the Ariel two. On board the Trippe and the Scor- 
pion two only were wounded in each — making:, in the 
whole, one hundred and twenty-three in killed and 
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wounded. The number of the enemy's killed and 
wounded is not known. 

During this sangomary battle, the Lawrence, after 
Commodore Perry had left her, was compelled to 
strike her colours, but the British not being able to 
take pussession, the flag was afterwards rehoisted.* 

It was tliougbt by many persons in the fleet at the 
time of the battle, that 'Captain Elliot might have 
come into close action before Commodore Perry 
boarded his Tessel; and Perry himself expressed this 
opinion, and called on the proper authorities for an 
official inquiry into the matter, some time after. 
This gave rise to a controversy which has not yet 
terminated, durinii; which much nautical language, 
much special pleading, and many diagrams have been 
employed to show that if there was any fault it was 
Perry's, and not Elliot's. But public opinion chose 
to regard Perry as the hero of the day, at the time 
of the battle, and the lapse of nearly thirty years has 
not served to depress his reputation in public estima- 
tion, notwithstanding the violence with wliich it has 
been assailed. If there ever was a victory won by 
the extraordinary exertions of the commander-in> 
chief, it was this on Lake £rie. There were many 
circumstances against him — such as the superior 
force of the enemy, the sickness of many of his men, 
while lliose of the British are admitted to have been 
all in health, and the fact that he received no support 
from the Niagara until his own ship was disabled, and 
he was compelled to shift his flag. It is upon these 
broad and undisputable facts, that his countrymen 

• Fon Folio. 
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* 

hare assigned bim a place in tike very highest lank 
of tlieir naval commandcfs, from which detraction 

can never remove him. His memory and his noble 
character will be cherished to the latest time as a 
portion of the nation's inheritance of glory. 

Previous to Pcny's victory, there were many and 
incessant clamoorit' against the war, and many, of 
both the friends and enemies of that measure, yen- 
tdred td prognosticate ^at the American officers 
Wei*6 unable to conduct a ileet in action. Every 
thin^ of this kind was now silenced, and friends and 
enemies of the war all umted to do honour to those 
to' whom honour was so justly due. In acknowledge 
ment of his serriees in this action, Perry was pro- 
moted, and received the thanks of Congress and many 
state legislatures ; but he rested not from his toils. 
The British naval force on the Lake was now sub- 
dued, and Perry quitted naval warfare for the moment, 
to engage and assist in the enterprises of General 
Harrison, on land. He assisted at the taking of 
the Moravian towns, on the Sth of October following 
his own victory. 

The President of the United States, Mr. Madison, 
in his message to Congress, speaks of his conduct in 
the highest terms of praise, as reflecting honour on 
the nation. Captain Perry had a command on the 
Potomac, at the time of the taldng of Waslungton; 
but it was so small as to be inadequate for the pro- 
tection of the town, and no blame can, therefore, be 
attached to Perry. After the end of the war, Perry 
took part in the operations at Algiers, commanding 
the frigate Java, under Commodore Decatur, who, in 
June, 1815, captured an Algerine frigate, commanded 
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by Admiral Eeis Hammida, commonly styled the 
terror of the seas.'' After his return to the United 
States, in midwinter, whilst the Java was lying at 
Newport, he was told that a merchant vessel had 

gone to pieces on a reef, five or six miles from that 
place, nnd that the crew were still on the wreck, at 
the mercy of the winds and waves. He manned his 
barge, and said to the rowers — "Come, my boys! 
we are going to the relief of shipwrecked seamen ; 
poU away." He was most cheefffully obeyed, and, 
on arriying at the vessel, fbnnd eleven men on the 
quarter-deck, whom they rescued. The fame of this 
heroic and perilous deed spread far and wide, and 
the great mass of ins countrymen declared Perry to 
be as worthy of the civic as of the naval crown. 

In 1819, Perry was sent in the John Adams to the 
West Indies, with sealed orders. He had the com* 
mand of the squadron on that station. It was a 
. command of importance, for the seas swarmed with 
pirates, who vexed the commerce and committed the 
most atrocious murders. He was not long the 
gaardian of those seas. The yellow fever was in 
the . squadron, and of that disease he died, August 
23d, 1820, just as he was entering a port of Trini- 
dad. . Thus perished, in the prime of life, and in the 
midst of usefulness, one of the most gallant officers 
of this or any other country. He was buried on the 
i4th, with military honours. £very tribute of 
national grief was paid to his memory, in the United 
States, and Congress made a liberal provision for his 
family, including his mother, who depended on him 
for support. 

Commodore Perry married, early in life, a daughter 
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of Dr. Mason, of Newport, and was happy in his 
domestic ties. He was a man of talents, of great tact 
in his profession, and every way fitted for a j^rcHl 
naval commander. His intrepidity was the ertect of 
nature and art combined. In his early youth he 
planned in imagination what he would one day be- 
come, and he my nearly fulfilled his bojieh predic- 
tiona. He alwafB adapted the means -Ib'^^fai ends, 
and never ventured on any thing that was not feasible, 
liis mind was prolilic, but well balanced. He never 
was swayed from his purposes, or " frightened from 
his propriety," always acting with a wisdom and 
gra?ity beyond his years, and seldom without success. 

Commodore Perry was in perB0tt4#:ajBirtial cast,t 
tall and well proportioned^ yef'displaying a fine sym- 
metry of limbs, and graceful raovement of the body. 
The expressiR)n of his face was manly and intellectual, 
with more than ordinary traces of refinement. 

The remains of Commodore . Perry have been 
brought to Newport, and a monoment has been 
erected to his memory by the l^gisbtqc^ of Hhode 
Island.* ♦ 

* Poitnnt'Otllny* 
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ITTJUtSs research 

commander's life. 
It has already em- 
ployed MOjfkib of the 

sepvedly, for luifong 

the many who have 
distinguished them- 
selves in the youthful noon of the na?j of our coun« 
try, few hare ranked higher than CpmaiQidore WMtiflni 
Bainhridge. By his own merit and ^x^rttaob he 
raised himself from the rank of a common sailor, on 
a merchantman, to the highest rank of the navy, and 
in this responsible situation r(mducted himself in 
such a manner as to win the approval of every candid 
mind. The honour of his nation, the dignity of his 
station, the respect due his own perfKBi|^^€haract6r,T- 
these were the interests he ever felt hoond to support, 
and it was the magnanimous maintenance of these 
that procured him renown among his fellow-citizens. 

William Bainbridge was born at Princeton, 
New J^iraey* May 7, 1774, being deitpanded from 

ancestofil^lwgh standing, who had for < ft| r W jj | |if M»- 
rations lesidUAl in New Jersey. Hia AM^gMa a 
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physician of some eminence, who remored to the city 
of New York shortly after the birth of his fourth 
son, who is the subject of this memoir. Young 
Bainbridge was possessed of a bold and 'generous 

disposition and an athletic frame, and distinguished 
himself in every boyish undertakintj; where danger 
%vas to be encountered. John Taylor, his maternal 
grandfather^ superintended his education, and early 
impressed on his mind the importance of those high 
moral sentiments which were subsequently so emi- 
nently displayed in Ins character and actions. At 
the age of fifteen, he was seized with a sudden desire 
to go to sea, and his importunities prevailing upon 
his parents, he was placed on board a merchantman 
about sailing from Philadelphia. . When only eighteen 
years of age, he was prmnoted to the rank of first 
mate of a vessel in the HoDand trade; and during 
the Toyage suppressed a mutiny among the crew, and 
saved the life of the commander by his own intre- 
pidity and energy of character. For this act of 
manly conduct, and his great nautical skill, he was 
appointed captain of the same yesse!, at the age of 
nineteen. 

In the year 1796, lying off Bordeaux, in command 
of the Hope, of Philadelphia, he was hailed by the 

ofiiccr of an American vessel, whose crew liad risen 
in mutiny. He hastened on board and cjueiled the 
mutineers, but an accidental explosion of gunpowder 
had nearly cost him his life. The same year, with 
an annament of four guns and eleven men, he was 
fired upon by a British schooner, of eight' guns and 
thirty men : after a brilbk action, the enemy struck^ 
being much injured in the hull and rigging, and having 

• 
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•teveral me'ii killecl and wounded. As |t would have 

bften illegal to take possession of the prize, Bain- 
bridge contented himself with hailing the captaia of 
« the schooner and telling him to go about hia buai- 
.neas, and report to his masters that if his ship was 
wanted they must either send a greater force or a 
more skiliiil commander.". 

- Soni» time after this event, while homeward boand, 

his vessel was boarded by the first lieutenant of an 
English cruiser, and one of his men impressed, on 
pretence of his being a Scotchman, despite the as- 
surances of Bainbridge to the contrary. Five days 
after, Bainbridge fell in with an English brig of a 
force supierior to his own, and having seized and con- 
veyed to his own vessel one of the English marines, 
he hailed the captain and inf<mned him that "he 
mijrht report that Captain William Bainbrld^'c liad 
taken one of his Majesty's subjects, in retaliation for 
a seaman taken from the American ship Hope, by 
Lieutenant Norton, of the Indefatigable razee, com- 
manded by Sir Edward Pellew." The captured 
seaman received good wages, and was dischaiged as 
soon as he reached an American port, in no way dis* . 
satisfied with the service into which he had been thus 
forced. 

The bravery and decision of character manifested 
by Captain Bainbhdge, in these little affairs, engaged 
the notice of the Secretary of the Navy, who ap- 
pointed him to the command of the Retahationt a 
vessel lately ti^en as a prize from the French, by 
Captain Decatur, father to the renowned commodore 
of liiiii name. In September, 1798, the Retaliation, 
in coiiipuny with the Norfolk and Montezuma, sailed 
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for the West Indies, under the command of Commo- 
dore Murray. Cruising off Onadaloupe the following 
November, three sail were discovered to the east, 
supposed to be English; and two other vessels hove 
in sight to the westward, at the same time. Com- 
modore Murray sailed for the latter, the Norfolk 
accompan3dng* him ;• while Bainbridge was leffc to 
examine the cruisers to the eastward, which, instead 
of being British, as had been supposed, unfortunately 
proved to be French. One of the frigates, L^Insur- 
gente, hoisted the French flag, fired upon the Re- 
taliation, and ordered her to strike. The other, Le 
' Volontier, ran^g alongside, commanded Bainbridge 
to repair on board; who presented his sword imme- 
diately on reaching the deck. The Commodore, St. 
Laurent, politely declined the proflercd submission, 
observing, "that as he had had no opportunity to 
defend himself, he should prefer that he would retain 
his sword." The two frigates immediately made sail 
in chase of the Montezuma and Norfolk, but as the 
former was a ship of some size, Commodore 8t 
Laurent iblt a little apprehensiTe of permitting L'ln* 
surg^ente — which had far outstripped his own vessel, 
and was now a long distance ahead of her, — ^to engage 
single-handed with a vessel wliose force might be su- 
perior to his own. He, therefore, inquired of Bain- 
bridge as to the size of the American yessels. The 
shrewd Captain replied, with great coolness, that the 
ship carried twenty-eight twelve pounders, and the 
brig twenty nine )>ounder8, thus nearly doubling their 
real force. This induced the Commodore to recal 
the Insurgente from the chase, the captain of which 
returned much chagrined, declaring that he could 

31 
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have captured both in ten minutes, as there was not 
on either vessel a gun of more than six pounds. . St. 
Laurent manifested great irritation at this nise de 
guerre, but cousideriDg the deception as one of those 
firequently practifled in war, and justified by the cir- 
cumstances of the caae, he recovered his ggood humour, 
and treated Bainbridge ^th great courtesy so long 
as he remained his prisoner. 

The prize was carried into Basseterre, and her 
oilicers and crew ordered to a loatlisome prison : but 
the humane interfere nee of St. Laurent procured for 
the o&cers permission to remain on board the irigate. 
The governor of the island, .General Desfounieanz, 
wish^ to treat with Lieutenant Bainbridge as the re- 
pres^tatiTC of his goranment, promising to liberate 
the officers and crew of the Retaliation, if he would 
consider the island of Guadaloupe as neutral during 
the war between the United States and France. Bain- 
bridge replied that his powers extended no further 
than an exchange of prisoners was concerned ; that 
he regarded himself and crew as prisoners of war; 
and complamed deeply of tiie barbarous manner in 
which they were treated. The govemcnr admitted 
tlie truth of his complaint; promised ac^ain and again 
to ameliorate their condition, which \vas truly de- 
plorable ; and finally placed Bainbridge and his crew 
in possession of the Ketaliatioiiy fitted out a cartel to 
convey other American prisoners, who liad been con- 
fined in Guadaloupe, to the United States, and the 
two vessels set sail in company, with M. Le Blanc, 
the governor's bearer of despatches to the President 
of the United States. 

Here his whole conduct was highly approved by 
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tile government, and he WM promoted to the rank 

of mas tci commandant, and put in command of the 
Norfolk, whicii liis address had saved from capture. 
He received orders to join the cruisaig squadron of 
Commodore Truxtun, and, while on his way to the 
itttdon in the West Indies, he M in with a large, 
heavy, three-masted armed schoon^, to which he gave 
ehaae ; but his topmast being lost by carrying sail, he 
was obliged to put into St Kilt's to repaur. Here 
he took under charge a convoy off one hundred and 
nineteen sail, lionieward bound. While on the pas- 
sage, the convoy fell in with an enemy's frigate, and 
Bainbridge, giving signal to the convoy to disperse, 
drew off the frigate from the merchantmen, and oc* 
eupted her tiU night&ll, when he gave the enemy the 
slip, and succeeded the nest day in oollectuig the 
whole fleet. 

In September, 1799, the Norfolk sailed from Sandy 
Hook for the West Indies, where Bainbridge received 
orders from Commodore Perry, — father of the re- 
nowned Oliver H. Perry,— to cruise off Hispaniola, 
At Cape Frm^mf he waited on General Toussaint, 
who received bim with great politeness, and accepted 
his invitation to visit bim on board bis ship. Bain- 
bridge, in return, was invited to dine with Toussain^ 
and, during: the conversation, the General inquired 
of him how he meant to dispose of the prisoners 
taken from the brigand Riego ; offering, at the same 
time, to take charge oC them, if Captain Bainbridge 
werewillii^. Being asked how he proposed to treat 
them, he replied that he would drum them out» and 
ehoot them ; upon which Captain Bambiidge assured 
him that if he were to accede to his wishes he wodd 
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be in danger of being shot himself by hiB own govern- 
ment On the Slst Oetober, the Norfolk, with her 

guns housed, and otherwise disguised as a merchant- 
man, was pursued by an armed barge, which Bain- 
bridge permitted to approach till within gunshot, 
when he turned about and poured into her a deadly . 
broadfllde. There being a calm> the barge aneeeeded 
in escaping to shore, where the boat of the Norfolk 
pursaed and eaptored her» finding six dead or dying 
in and about the boat. Ei^t days after, the Nor- 
folk took the French lugger Republican, with her 
prize, a sloop loaded with coffee. The lugger was 
destroyed, and her prize sent in. Shortly after^ 
Bainbridge received orders to cruise off Hayano, 
where he was joined by two other doiaps of war^ the 
Wanen and the Pinckney. The whole force was 
placed tinder his command, and was well employed 
in protecting the commerce of the United States till 
March, 1800, when his cruise being up, he returned 
home, and anchored olt^ Philadelphia. 

His conduct was so favourably regarded by the 
President, that he was promoted to the rank of cap* 
tauH*-the highest then existing in the navy; and in 
the following May appomted to the command of the 
George Washington, with orders to carry tribute to 
the Dey of Algiers. Having arrived at Algiers and 
presented the tribute, he was required "by the Dey to 
carry presents to Constantinople, to conciliate the 
government of the sublime Porte/ whom he had 
offended by condnding a treaty with France, when 
Turkey was engaged in a war with Buonaparte, in 
Egjrpt. Bainbridge remonstrated in vain against this 
unexpected rei^uisitiou. Tiie Dey reminded him that 
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he was entirely in his power^ and threatened, in case 
of his refusing to comply wilh his orders, to confine 
in slavery the crew of the frig;ate, and to make war 
on the American trade. Bainbridge ^ally yielded 
to his arbitrary demands, being influenced to this de- 
ciaion- by Richard O'Brien^ the American consult 
who had himself hem nnprisoned in Algiers, and was 
well aware of the power of the barbarian in his own 
territory. 

The passengers, upwards of two hundred in nam- . 
ber, and the presents, amounting to about half a mil- 
lion of our money, were placed on board, and the 
vessel ready to sail the 19th of October; when a 
difficult arose in regard to the flag she was to carry. 
The Deymaintafaed that^ as the frigate conveyed Ub 
ambassador, the Algerine flag should fly at the main 
' and the American colours be carried at the fore ; and 
Bainbridge, liiiding remonstrance vain, was again 
obliged to yield his opinion to superior force. No 
sooner had he passed the batteries, however, than he 
gave the precedence to his own national ensign, and 
the stars and stripes waved proudly from the pinna- 
cle,— the place they so justly deserved. The voyage 
was a long and boisterous one. Contrary winds im- 
peded their progress, and the crowded state of the 
vessel greatly interrupted the performance of its 
duties. The deck was crowded with cages of wild 
beasts for the Sultan, and the Mahometan passengers, 
who five times a day performed their devotions, with 
their faces towards Mecca, regulating their position 
by the compass on the hinacle, where tiiey stationed 
one of their own number to give notice of any change 

incident to the tacking of the ship. Fearing a long 

31* 
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detention at the castles, Bainbridge had recourse to 
an artifice by which to dispense with the necessity 
of a firman. When about enterinpr the harbour, he 
£red a salute, at the same time clewing sails as if be 
meant to anchor. The gans at the castles, on eaob 
side, returned the salote^ and being enveloped in a 
doud of smoke, the frigate crowded all sail, passed 
the castles, and dropped anchor nnder the walls of 
Constantinople, November 9ih. A messenger was 
sent to inquire under what flag Bainbridge sailed : he 
replied, the flag of the United States, when the mes- 
senger remarked that no such country as the United 
States bad ever been heard of at the Porte, and de> 
sired him to state more e]q>Hcitly whence he came. 
He then reported his vessel to belong to the new 
world, which Columbus had discovmd ; upon which 
the messenger returned on shore.* He returned, 
after the lapse of a few hours, and presented a lamb 
and a bunch of flowers, emblems of peace and wel- 
come. The governor of the castle had near^^ lost 
his life for permitting the frigate to pass withoot a 
flrman ; and it was oidy bj the generous representa- 
tions of Bainbridge,— who firanUy acknowledged his 
error, and offered to bear the consequences himself, — 
that the Capudan Pacha was induced to withhold his 
signature from tlie governor's death warrant. 

This Capudan Pacha, whose office corresponds 
with that of Lord High Admiral, formed a warm 
friendship for Bainbridge; and being generons and 
well informed, and possessing greater inflaence at 
coart than any olher subject, this attachment proved 
of great service to the commander of the George 

* HaniB. 
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WaahingtOD, during his stay at Constantinople. Oa 
his departure, the Pacha famished him wiUi a paas- 
4»ort, which sabseqaently procured for himaelf, and 
the flag tinder which he sailed, great respect at thie 

hands of the Turks. While at Constantinople, Cap- 
♦ain Bainbridge met with Daniel Clarke, the cele- 
orated traveller, and with him made several excursions 
into the neighbouring country, penetrating as far as 
the Black sea, where were displayed for the first 
time tiie stars and stripes of republican America. 

*The G^eorgB Washington sailed for Algiers, oh 
the 30th of December, 1800, and anchored without 
the harbour, on the 21st of January fullowing. The 
commander resolved not again to place himself in the 
power of the Dey, and refused to anchor within the 
mole until he should promise to require no further 
senrice of himself or his vessel. The necessity of 
this precaution had been rendered apparent by a re- 
quest which the Dey had sent to Bainbridge to re- 
turn to Constantinople with his ambassador. The 
pledge was at lengtli given, though with reluctance; 
and soon after bringing tiie frigate to her new 
moorings, Bainbridge and the American consul were 
invited to wait upon the Dey, in his audience cham- 
ber. They were received with harsh wwds and a 
. frowning brow, and the rage of the despot soon burst 
forth with a fury that threatened personal violence. 
Surrounded with obedient janizaries, a nod from the 
monarch would have cost the Americans their lives ; 
and had not Bainbridge haply bethought himself of 
the Capudan Pacha's letter of protection, the re* 
maining moments of their lives would doubtless have 
been few. . The paper was produced, and it acted as 
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a ebann, changtDg the Iutiou0 despot, in a moment, 
to a mOd and even servile dependant Every pro- 
fession of friendship, and- every offer of sernoe ym0 

made, and the subject of a second voyage to Con- 
stantinople was never again alluded to. 

Tlje next day, the Dey caused the flag-gtaff of the 
French consul to be cut down, which amounted to a 
declaration of war against his government; and 
having no other object i^on which to vent lus fniy, 
he canaed flie consul, with all the French rendentsat 
Algiers, to be cast into prison. Bainbridge humanely 
interfered in their behalf, and procured their release 
on condition that tliey should leave his territory 
within forty-eight hours. No other vessel but the 
Greorge Washington could be procured to carry them 
from the Bey's poww, and, notwithstanding the war 
then existing ^between France and our government, 
Bainbridge undertook to convey them to a place of 
safety; and by extraordinary exertions the vessel 
was got ready and sailed from the harbour ^vitbin an 
hour of the expiration of the time allowed the French 
to escape. He landed his passengers at Alicant, and 
then sailed for the United States, where he found 
that his conduct waa highly approved by the govern- 
ment. 

in May, 1801, Captain Bambridge, — who had 

been retained in the service on the reduction of the 
number of officers, — was appointed to the Essex, a 
man of war carrying fifty-eight twelve pounders, with 
orders to join a squadron about sailing for the Medi* 
torranean. Besides the £ssex, there were two other 
frigates, the President and the Philadelphia, and the 
schooner Enterprise. Hie sqimdron was under the 
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command of dbmmodore Richard Dale, and its ob- 
ject in sailing was to protect the American com- 
merce from the attacks of the Tripolitan cruisers. It 
reached Gibraltar on the Ist of July, when it fell in 
with two Tripolitan corsairs, commanded by a Scotch 
renegade, in the capacity of admiral. The frigate 
Philadelphia was directed to watch these vessels, 
while the Essex was despatched to the northern 
coast to collect American merchantmen, and conduct 
them through the straits of Gibraltar. While en- 
gaged in ibis duty. Captain Bainbhdge and his 
officers received frequent insults from some of the 
Spanish officers at Barcelona, which appear to have 
been induced by jealousy of the praises bestowed 
upon the Essex for her beauty and order. The com- 
mander displayed on this occasion his usual spirit 
and perseverance, and succeeded in obtaining from 
the offending officers a satisfactory apology. Tiie 
Essex convoyed merchantmen through the straits 
daring the winter and spring of ^en, being 
in want of repairs, she was ordered home. Bain- 
bridge was soon after appointed to the command of 
the Philadelphia, to cruise in the Mediterranean, 
under Commodore Preble. Each vessel sailed as it 
was ready, and the Philadelphia, with a crew of over 
three hundred men, entered the straits on the iSith 
of August On the night of the d6th, Bainbridge 
fell in witb a ship and a brig in company^ both under 
^ short canyass. Anxious to know their character, he 
hailed tlie ship, and, after much evasion on the part 
of the captain, ascertained her to be a Moorish 
cruiser, the Meshtoha, with a crew of one himdred 
and twenty men ; and was informed that the brig was 
3 A 
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an American, which they bad boaiHed but not de* 
taiBed. This excited the euspicione of Bainbridge, 
and he sent bis first lieutenant to board the Meshtoha. 
This attempt was resisted ^ an anned boat was 

sent, when no farther opposition being made, the 
frigate was searched. The officers and crew of the 
brig were found under the hold, having been captured 
by the Moorish cruiser, nine days before. The ship 
was takeDi and the next day the bfig was also 
captured, and with this prize, Bainbridge put into 
Gibraltar. He^fonnd by the papers of'tibe Moorish 
commander, that he had permission from the governor 
of Mogadore to cruise for American vessels, although 
Morocco was ostensibly at peace with the United 
States. But this capture was a strong check to 
Moorish depredations, and prevented any repetition 
of the ofience by that power. 

A short time after, while craising off Tripoli, Bain 
bridge was informed that a corsair belonging to this 
government had sailed on a cruise the day previous. 
Lieutenant commandant Smith, of the Vixen, was 
despatched in pursuit On the i^lst of October, as 
the Philadelphia was making sail to recover her posi- 
tion before Tripoli, from which she had been driven 
by westerly winds, at eig^t o'clock in the morning 
they perceived a vessel ahead, which proved to be 
one of the Bashaw's cruisers. All sail was made in 
pursuit, but, rnving to Bainbridge's ignorance of the 
soundings, and the imperfection of his charts, his 
vessel struck on a reef, and every attempt to force 
the ship over the obstacle, or bade her by the stem, 
proved unavaiUng. The anchors were cut away, the 
guns— except those afU— and otter heavy articles 
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were cast overboard, the foremast cut away, but the 
frigate could not be moved from her unlucky position. 
Having been for five hours exposed to tine fire of 
numerous gunboats, and a council of ofiScers having 
decided that evexj means to get the ship off had been 
used, and that there was no hope of saving her, the 
f^g was struck at four o'clock in the afternoon. 
Possession was taken about sunset, and the vessel 
entered at every port. Officers and crew were plun- 
dered, indiscriminately, of every thing valuable they 
possessed, and almost every rag of clothing. Bain- . 
bridge submitted to their pillage, till some barbarian 
attempted to force from him a miniature of his wife, 
which he successfully resisted. About ten o'clock 
they were landed, and conducted to the Bashaw's 
audience chamber, where, after a brief interview, he 
ordered them to another apartment, where a supper 
was provided for them. They were then placed in 
charge of the muuster of state, Sidi Mohammed 
Dgheis, and conducted to the house of tiie late 
American consul, which was for a time to be their 
prison.* 

Their confinement was long and irksome, and 
terminated only with the war. The Danish consul, 
Mr. Nissen, proved a warm friend to the American 
captives; procured books to relieve the tediousness 
of their confinement ; and devised means for a co^- 
respondence between Bainbridge and Commodore 
Preble. The- Bashaw employed all his captured 

• Bainbridge was greatly gratified by the receipt, on the following 
flnv, ofn letter from all his offirprs, in which thfy assured him of their 
wannest sy iiii)a!]iips. and their conviciion that the chari-: nnd soundings 
warranted his near approach to the shore^ — which was the material 
point 
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Seamen in business connected with their trades, or at 
work on the fortificatioiv}. ^e, a^ow^ them wages 
for extra work,, and, as tliey, were, pudnmUed to walk 
diroagh the atreeta» t|ro or three, at a tune, they 
generally mai^aged to spend ,t^ money thus obtained 
in purchasing grog, and then returned reeling to their 
prison. They were thus exposed to frequent col- 
lisions with the Tripolitans, and often were punished 
by the bastinado, which the under slave-driver, — 
whose humanity greatly favoured them, — adnunister- 
ed with little severity. During the fast of Ramadan^ 
the prisoners were treated with unusual kindness by 
the Mahometans, who are required, during this period 
of thirty days, to show hospitality and mercy to 
enemies. On the occasion of the Bairam festival, 
which immediately followed, Captain Bainhrid^e and 
his iirst lieutenant, Mr. David Porter, were invited to 
the Bashaw's palace, where this dignitary received 
them in great state. Having partaken of sherbet and 
coffee, they visited the prime minister, who received 
them in like manner ; and then the minister of state, 
Sidi Mulminmed Dgheis. The kind interposition of 
this aniiuble minister procured for the officers per- 
mission to ride out into the country to breathe the 
pure air, inhale the delightful odour of the orange 
groves, and forget, in the beauties of natare, the hard 
lot to which they were condemned. 

'On the 15th of February, 1804, the Philadelphia 
was destroyed ; and the brave Americans who had 
devised and achieved this brilliant enterprise, waited 
but sulfirient force to procure their countrymen's 
release. About the 1st of August, a large tleet .was- 
visible in the offing, but, in consequrace of a heavy 
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gik, it men diflafqiiemd. A few days after, the foroe 
reepjpeuedy and tbea ensued the memorable attaek 
of tke- 3d of August On the night of the 14th of 

September, occurred the terrible catastrophe in which 
the galknt Somers perished ; and irom this time the 
din of iwar ceased. 

The moment of their relief at length arrived. The 
oonsul general for Barbsry appeared ptf the coasi^ 
m Ameriean nagottator ; and the Spanish' consul, as 
agent Ibr Hie Bashaw, was ordered to confer with 
him on board the Constitution. Some little difficul- 
ties occurred to the adjustment of the terms, and the 
minister of state proposed that Bainbridjire should 
on board the frigate, and that by his endeavours the 
peace might be hastened. The wily Bashaw scoffed 
at the proposal, believing no reliance could be placed 
on the word of a " Christian dog and it was not 
, till the generous minister had ofiered his own son as a 
pledge for Bainbridge*8 return, that the chief viekled 
his consent to the proposals. On the 1st of June, 
1805, Bainbridge repaired on board the Constitution, 
and passed the whole day among the squadron ; but 
he returned in the CTening with littie hope of the 
success of Ihe 'negotiation. The Bashaw rejected 
witii disdain the terms proposed by him, and Mr. 
Nissen was sent on board the frigate to confer with 
the American a^ent. These agreed upon the basis 
of a treaty, and on the next day a council was as- 
sembled by the Bashaw, to which was referred the 
articles for ratification or rejection. Bainbridge was 
invited to be present, and on his entering the council- 
hall, the Bashaw informed him that he conferred on 
him an honour never before received by a prisoner 

* 38 
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in Barbary, in thus admitting him to his private 
divan ; and, in order to enable him to uiulerstand thg 
debates, he caused them to be carried on in French. 

The Bashaw then proposed to the divan the ques- 
tion of " peace or war with the United States. The 
members were equally divided on the question, and 

the Bashaw rciiiaikod : "Four of you fur peace, and 
four for war; .whicii party am I to satisfy .' — how am 
I to act?" Sidi Mohammed rose and addressed 
him, " You are our prince and master — you have not 
called us here to dictate to you, but to hear our 
opinions. It remaias now for yoa to act as you 
please ; but let me entreat you» for your own interest, 
and the happiness of your people, to make peace." 
Tlic pnncc drew his signet from his bosom, affixed 
it to the treaty, and pronounced, ** fs peace." The 
treaty was conveyed back to the irigate ; the salutes 
of peace followed; and thus the war terminated. 
' The exchange of prisoners was made, and shortly 
aiter the squadron sailed with the rescued captives, 
who, after nineteen months passed in painful captivity, 
rejoiced to find themselves free, on the decks of 
1 lilted States' men of war. A Court of Inquiry for 
the loss of the Philadelphia, was held at Syracuse, 
in the latter part of June, by which the oncers u ei e 
most honourably acquitted. His country judged 
fairly of Bainbridge in this affair; not a word of re- 
proach has been uttered against him, while his suffer- 
ings have procured him the warmest sympathy. The 
officers of tiie Philadelphia reached home in the fall 
of 1805, and Bainbridge habtencd to see a loved 
family from whom he h^d been so long severed. In 
a few months he was appointed to the command of 
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the Navy Yard at New YoA • but, as his pecuniaiy * 

ali'airs were somewliiit embiiirasseJ, he procured a 
furlough, and for nearly two years en^gaged in the 

. merchant service. 

An accident happened to him while engaged in 
this service, which' had nearly deprived his country 

, of his subsequent valuable services, and brought him, 

. in the flower of his age, to a watery grave. As he 
was returning from a visit to Captain Hays, in his 
own vessel, while near the Bahama hank, in the act 
of stepping from the boat to the Minerva, a wave 
struck the boat, and he was thrown between it and 
the ship. Unable to swim, he immediately sunk, but 
soon appeared at the stern of the vessel. The mate 
seized the main-brace, and in attempting to jump off 
with it that he might pkee it in the hands of the 
commander, his feet became entangled in it, and he 
did not reach the water. Bainbridgc sunk a second 
time, and though various articles? were thrown out 
ibr him to seize, he failed in reaching any of them, 
and sunk a third time. While slowly sinking, he 
perceived the deep-sea line near him, and, by strong 

. exertions, succeeded in drawing himself to the surfhce 
with Its aid. When he was taken up by the boat much 
exhausted. The deep-sea line liad been cast out by 
his umlatto servant. Will, on hearinj!^ that iiis master 
was overboard, and this was the means of saving his 
life. 

In March, 1808, he was appointed to the Portiand 
station, and in December follovnng, he received the 
command of the Pi:esident, forty-four. A war with 

England was confidently expected, and the President 
cruised along our coast, iu readiness for .war, from 
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July, 1809, till the following spring, when, as there 
appeared a likelihood of an amicahle adjuatment of 
difficulties with fin^and^ Bainbridge engaged again 
in the merchant service, and sailed for St Peters- 

bur^h. 

On liis way, he was takon by a Danish cruiser, 
and conveyed into Copenhagen. His friend, Mr. 
Nissen, wa^ with him in a short time, and his ex- 
ertions soon procured the release of Balnbridge's 
vessel It ss mentkiBedt as'a remarkable coincidence, 
that at the moment the ieaErConsul was apprised of 
Bainbridge'^ anival, he was aetnally employed in 
unpacking!; a silver urn, which he had just received 
from tlie officers of the Philadelphia, as a testimony 
of their gratitude for his former kindness. 

Bainbridge, shortly after, sailed up the Baltic, and 
continued in this trade till tlie aetion between Otie 
British vessel Littte Beit, and bis late ship, the Pre- 
sident ; on the news of which he crossed to the At- 
lantic coast over land, — a distance of eleven Jinndred 
miles. During this journey, he was driven, through 
the carelessness of Ihu coachman, over a precipice of 
thirty feet, and though severely bruised, his persever- 
ing spirit enabled him to reach Oothebur^. (Decem- 
ber ISOth.) On the Slst, he sailed for England, and 
twice in the course of the voyage, his energy and 
presence of mind, in moments of danger, saved the 
English vessel in which he sailed, and the lives of 
his fellow pasbengrrs from impending^ destniction. 
He delivered despatches to the American minister in 
London, set sail for Boston, and arrived there early 
in February, whence he hastened to WashmgUNiy 
and reported himself as vtady for active semee. 



Digitized 



• COMMANDS THE CONSTITUTION. 377 

3Bot ihe cabiiiet decided against placing otir few 
■ tebsels of war in contest with the powerful navy of 

Britain ; and it was not Until Captain Bauibndgc and 
Commodore Stewart had represented in forcible lan- 
guage the evil efifects that would result from such a 
course of proceeding, that their former decision was 
countennanded, and our men of war permitted to 
cnufle. Having effected this grand object, Bain- 
bridge returned to Boston, and took charge of the 
navy jrard at Charlestown. 

The United States declared war against Great 
Britain on the 18th of June, 1812, and it is not to be 
supposed that one so adventurous as Bainbridge 
eould be satisfied to remain on shore, comparatively 
mactive, when danger and glory were to be courted 
' on the sea. He applied for the command of a frigate, 
and was appointed to the Constellation, thirt} -eight, 
with orders to prepare her for sea with all despatch. 
His arrangements were not yet completed, when 
Captain Hull ftrrived in Boston vnth the Constitu- 
tion, after achieving his splendid victory over the 
Chierriere. As Hull Was obliged to resign his com- 
mand, on account of some private a£&irs which re- 
quired his immediate attention, Bainbridge requested 
to be transferred to his frigate. This request was 
complied with, and the Essex and Hornet being also 
placed under his orders at the same time, he hoisted 
his broad pennant on board the Constitution, Sep- 
tember 15th, 1812. 

The Essex, then in the Delaware, was ordered to 
rendezvous it the Cape de Verde isles ; but she was 
prevented by the events of the cruise from joining the 
rest <tf the squadron. The Constitution and Hornet 
SB 32* 
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sailed on the 2Gth October, and arrived off St. Sal- 
vador on the 13th December. On the 29th, in lati- 
tude 13°, 6' south, and about ten leajrnes from the 
coast of Brazil, the Coiuititatioii feU in with an 
enemy's frigate, the Java, boond for the East Indies, 
with a number of supemumerarj officers and seamen 
for, the Bombay station. The Commodore, finding 
the frigate fairly wiilun his reach, prepared with 
alacrity for action. The stranger showed English 
colours, and bore down with the intention of raking 
the Constitution. Bainbridge avoided this, and the 
enemy having hauled down colours, and left flying a 
jack only, the Commodore gave orders to fire ahead 
of the enemy to make him show full colours. This 
was returned with a full broadsitle, and a general 
action coniiueuced, both ships striving to rake and to 
avoid being raked. 

Soon after the commencement of the action, Bain- 
bridge received a ball in the hip ; and a few minutes 
later a shot carried away the wheel, and drove a small 
bolt with violence into his thigh. These injuries did 
not induce him to sit down, and he continued on 
deck, giving orders, until eleven o'clock at night. The 
action lasted an hour and fifty-five minutes, when the 
enemy struck her fiag, and the American Commodore 
sent . Lieutenant Parker to take possession. The 
Java was comtaanded by Captain Lambert, a distin- 
guished officer, who was mortally wounded, and died 
a few days after the battle. The enemy's loss was 
not less than sixty killed and one hundred wounded. 
The Constitution lost nine killed, and twenty-five 
wounded. The two vessels presented a striking con- 
trast in appearance, at the dose of the action : the 
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Constitution actually coming out of the battl^ aa 
die had .gone into it, with rojal-yards aoroes, and 
eveiy spar, from the h^jhest to the lowest, in ite^ 
|ilaee»" though some of them weie considerably iii> 
jnred ; while ^e Java lay upon the water an nnoiih 

nageable uTcck, with every spar shot away, and Init a 
few stumps left standing. Bainbridge displayed great 
kindness in the treatment of his prisoners, and having 
destroyed ins pme, he landed his oaptiTes at St 
Salvador, on parole of honour not to engage in hos- 
tilities against the United States, until ezehaaged. 

The Constitiitioa aocm letonted home for repairs, 
and Bainbridge entered Boston harboor in triumph, 
as cordially greeted for his present successes, as he 
had formerly been syrapathized with for his misfor- , 
tunes. He resumed the command of the Charies- 
town yasd; and tesuoned in this office till the fitting 
out of a .sqaadttm i» llfteditmaneaii, in the 
spring of TIdb -sqoadrcm was taken out by 

DeeitaR, «o aet agaimt the Dey of Algiers; and 
Bainbridge, who tbllowed as chief commandant, did 
not arrive until the war had been brouj^ht to a suc- 
cessful close : but in the course of the cruise, the 
latter settled several difficulties with the states of 
Barbery. He had under his command .mghteen or 
tarenlgr cruisers, being a lai^ naval foRse Hian bad 
ever befim saiaed under our Hag. 

Bainbridge continued to reside at Boston until 
1819, when he performed the last piece of duty afloat, 
in another cruise in the Mediterranean, being his 
Mth. lie sailed in the Columbus, e^hty, in Aprili 
4dd0, the prin<^id object of the cruise being to ii» 
pnss the nstisns oa the eoast wift an idea of tkrs 
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strength of ournavy, alid the neeessity of respeeting 

the rights of tlic republic. Having effected this ob- 
ject, visited the Barbary powers, and spent some time 
at iSaples, he was relieved by Conunodore Jones, 
and returned home. 

The remaining yean of his life were spent in ac- 
tive service on land. He commanded at Charlestown 
and at Philadelphia ; he served for three years at the 
head of the Board of Navy Commissioners, at Wash- 
ington ; and iiaving, finally, been obliged to give up 
his command at Boston, owin^ to the decline of his 
health, and the severity of the climate^ he returned 
to Philadelphia, in March, 1832, with a constitution 
broken down by disease. He lingered on till the 
d8tfa, of July, when he calmly yielded up his spirit to 
its Giver, at the age of fiflynieven years, two months 
and twenty-one days. His iMtellect remained un'mi- 
paircd, till an hour ur two before his deutb, wl^en it 
occasionally wandered. He called for his pistols 
about this time, and as this demand was not complied 
with, be raised his once noble frame in his bed, and 
vdiemently demanding these instruments, ordered all 
hands to be called to board the enemy \ 

A biographer thus portrays hib personal appear- 
ance and ciiaractcr : 

" Commodore Bainbridgc was a man of fine and 
commanding personal appearance. His stature was 
about six feet, and his frame was muscular and of 
unusually good proportions. His face was handsome, 
particularly in youth, and his eye uncommonly ani- 
mated and piercing. In temperament he was ardent 
and sanguine ; but cool in danger, and of a courage 
of proof. His feelings were vehement^ and he waa 
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quickly roused; but generous and brave, he was 
easUj appeased. Like most men who are excitable, 
but who are firm at bottom, he was cahnest in the 
moments of greatest responsiUlity. He was hospita- 
ble, cbiyalroos, magnanimous, and a fast Mend. His 
discipline was severe, but he tempered it with much 
consideration for tlie wants and health of his crews. 
Few served with him who did not love him, — for 
the conviction that his heart was right was general 
among all who knew him. There was a cordiality 
and warmth in his manner, that gained him friends, 
and those who knew him best, say he had the art of 
keeping them. ♦♦♦*«♦ To his dying 
hour, Bainbridge continued the warm-hearted friend, 
the chivalrous gentleman, and the devoted lover of 
his country's honour and interests.' ' . 
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[HE: ability ^i^„(gi|^nent ser- 
vicea^of Commodore Stewart* 
hare not«Qi|ily pkoed.him in. 
a very elevated rank among 
the naval commanders of the 
<p United States, but have been 
considered by many of his 
fellow citizens, as giving him a claim to the kighest 
mark of their confidence which, their suffirages can 
confer. Whatever difference of opinion may exist 
as to the fitness of the commodore for civil stations, 
it is certain that his abilities have always been found 
equal to the occasion which called them forth, either 
upon the land, or upon his favourite, field, the ocean. 

Charles Stewart was born in the city of Phila- 
delphia, on the twenty-eighth day of July, 1778, the 
month after the British army evacuatetd the city. 
His parents were natives of Ireland. It was his mis- 
fortune to lose his father before he had attained his 
second year. He was the youngest of eight children. 
On the death of his father, his mother was left, in 
the midst of the revolution, with four children to 

384 
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provide for, and with limited means for their support • 
and education. Being, however, a woman of talents 
and o^reat energy, she was not found wanting in this 
arduous task. 

At the age of thirteen^ C^^riae aoai^t and found 
emplojment in the merchant Bernoe, in which he 
rofCj through tbid, mmi grades, from the eitaatloB 
of cahin. hoy^ to the eommand of an IndiaiiHai; and 
here, in the full tide of successful mercantile enter- 
prise, he relinquished all that he had toiled for, and 
offered himself to the service of his country. On 
the ninth of March, 1798, he was commissioned 
lieutenant in the navy of the United States, and 
received orders to join the ftiggte United States, 
then in command of Commodore John Bairjr. He 
continued in this ship until July, 1800. Pttrt of this 
time the fri^te was employed in the West Indies, 1(3 
look after and restrain the French privateers, and to 
protect our commerce against their depredations, in 
which service she was eminently successfui In the 
latter part of the year the firigate was engaged in 
transporting the commissioners for treating with 
France to that country, and was thus deprived of 
the opportunity which, under other circumstances, 
nii^ht have led to other and higher honours. 

On the sixteenth of July, 1800, Lieutenant Stewart 
was appointed to the command of the United States' 
schooner Experiment, of twelve guns, in which he 
sailed on a cruise to the West Indies. Having 
arrived on the station aseigBed him, on the night of 
September the 1st, he|fell in with the French armed 
schooner Beux Amis, of eight guns, and brought her 
to action, which terminated in ten minutes; the 
3C 33 
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Deux Amis having struck her colours, she was sent 
to the United States for condemnation. Cruising 
under the lee of Barbuda, at daylight on the thirtieth 
of September, two sailB were discovered, bearing 
down on the Esqperiment, with all sail set, and Eng- 
lish colours hoisted. The Experiment conlinQed 
lying to, with the British signal of the day flying, 
until they approaclied within gun-shot, when, finding 
one to be a brig of war of eighteen guns, and the 
other a three-masted schooner of fourteen guns, and 
that they would not answer the signal, Lieutenant 
SteWart determined to retreat from such superior 
force, and avail himself of any opportunity that might 
offer for cutting off one of those vessels. It was soon 
discovered that the Experiment could outsail them, 
and alter a fruitless chase of two hours, on the wind, 
they o:avc up the pursuit, hoisted French colours, 
fired a gun of defiance to windward, and kept their 
vessels off before the wind. He, being now satisfied 
of their character and force, manoeuvred to gain their 
. wake to windward, and , thus became the pursuing 
vessel in his turn. Sail was crowded on the Experi* 
ment, and at about eight o'clock at night she came 
up Willi the three-masted schooner, and taking a 
position on her Inrliijard quarter, poured in abroad- 
side ; in a few minutes the enemy struck her colours, 
and surrendered to the Experiment. She proved to 
be the French national schooner Diana, commanded 
by Captain Perandeau; havii^ on board Lieutenant 
de Vaisseau, with a detachment of thbty mvalid sol- 
diers, and a crew of sixty-five men, also General 
lUgaud, on his way to France, under the convoy of 
the brig )f war, which made her escape, and got into 
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Saint Bartholomew. The prize was despatched to 
the United States, under command of Lieutenant 
James R. Caldwell, and was restored to the French 
under an article of the treaty; but the captors were 
never eompenflated by the government fbr this vessel, 
as others were in many cases. 

After disposing of the prisoners at St. Christopher, 
Lieutenant Stewart continued on his cruising ground, 
and recaptured a number of American vessels which 
had been taken by the French, and thus rescued a 
considerable amount of property fVom the grasp of 
their privateers. On the sixteenth of November, at 
midnif^t, he fell in with an armed vessd, and after 
repeatedly hailing and requesting her to heave to, 
that a boat might board her, for the purpose of 
ascertaining her character, and receiving no answer 
or other satisfaction, he determined to bring her to 
action. The vessel kept up a ruiiiiing fi^ht 
great spirit and determination, for forty minutes, 
when she became so cut up and crippled by the £x< 
periment's fire, that she was obliged to strike and 
submit to be boarded. She proved to be the Louisa 
Bridger, of Bermuda, carrying eight nme-potlndfers, 
with a stout crew of Bcrmudians. She was so much 
injured that the officers and crew of the Experiment 
were occupied until three o'clock next day in repair- 
ing her damages. Having two shot through her 
bottom, she was almost in a sinking condition, and 
when Lieutenant Porter boarded her, was found to 
have four feet water in the hold. After putting her 
m the best repair which circumstances permitted, 
Lieutenant Stewart dismissed her on her cruise. The 
Experiment had only one killed and two wounded 
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tUfbtly. The wind, during the action, was strong 

and squally, and the Experiment careened so much, 
that Lii utcnaiit Stewart, to enable his guns to be 
sutiicjf utly depressed, found it necessary to cut three 
inch piaiiks into short lengths, and put them under 
the trucks of the gun carriages, to raise the guns 
sufficiently from the lower port siUs. 

On the return of the Experiment to St Chris- 
topher, Ck>mmodore Truxtun ordered Lieutenant 
Stewart to proceed with a convoy from Martinique 
to the island of St. Thomas, and thence to Curacoa, 
to look for the United States' brig Pickering, and 
frigate Insurgent, but nothing could be heard of those 
Temels at that place ; they had both foundered in the 
equinozial gale, with a store ship under their care, 
and all hands perished. On leaving Curacoa the 
Experiment was ordered to proceed to Norfolk. 

Standing in for the Mona passage, early in the 
morning, a vessel was discovered in distress, and 
beating on the reef o6l Saona Islaiul On nearing 
her, many persons were discovered to be on board. 
After anchoring the fixperiment at a safe distance 
from the reef, Lieutenant Stewart despatched Lieu- 
tenant Porter with the boats to their relief, who, 
with much difficulty and danger from the breakers 
on the reef, succeeded in rescuing from destruction 
about sixty women and children, with seven men of 
the vessel's crew. They were the families of the 
most respectable inhabitants of St. Domingo, flying 
from the siege of that cify by the bkckB. They had 
been on the rocks for two days, without any thing to 
eat or drink; and at the time of their rescue only a 
small portion of the (j[uarter deck was above water. 



Digitized Dy Google 



IN THB MBBITSBRANBAN.* 38» 

After the sailors had recovered as much of the pro- 
perty as they could, by diving into the vessel's hold, 
the Experiment proceeded to the city of St. Domingo 
with the rescued persons, where they were aU landed 
the next day* and restored to their friends. Their 
gratitude was unbounded, and the Experiment was 
most liberally fhmished, gratis, with every refn»hf 
ment the place afford cd. The President of St. Do- 
mingo, Don Joaquin Garcia, wrote a letter of thanks 
to the President of the United States, (Mr. Jefferson,) 
commending in the highest terms the conduct of Lieu- 
tenant Stewart and his gallant crew on thia occasion. 

On the arrival of the Experiment, in 1801, at 
Norfolk, she was sold out of the service, under the 
act of congress fixing the naval establishment. Lieu* 
tenant Stewart was amongst the thirty-six lieute- 
nants retained under that law, and was placed in 
charge of the ihgate Chesapeake, in ordinary, at 
Norfolk. 

In 1902, he joined the United States' frigate Con* 
stellati<m, as first officer of Captain Murray, who was 
ordered to the Mediterranean to blockade Tripoli, 

then at war with the United States. This was a 
short cruise of one year, and afforded no opportunity 
for distinction. On her return. Lieutenant Stewart 
was placer! in command of the brig Siren, then being 
built at Philadelphia, and received orders to superin- 
tend her equipment, which was effected in seven days 
after she was launched; when she sailed for the 
Mediterranean to join the command of Commodore 
Preble. She was engaged in giving protection to 
our commerce by convoy, and conveying the consular 

presents to the Dey of Algiers. 

38« 
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• Syracuse, m the island of Sicily, was the rendez- 
vous of the squadron. From that place the Siren 
was engaged in the expedition sent under Lieutenant 
Stewart to destroy the frigate Philadelphia, which 
had groimded off the harbour of Tripoli, and was 
Mirrendered to the Bashaw. Lieutenant Decatur 
was sent in the Intrepid, ketch, with serenty volun- 
teers, to board and bum the frigate, which he accom- 
plished in the most g-allant manner ; and with the aid 
of the Siren s boats, under T/iontenant Caldwell, 
eflected his retreat out of the harbour. After this 
successful expedition, the Siren, Lieutenant Stewart, 
with the Vixen, Enterprise, and Nautilus, all under 
his command, were employed in a rigid blockade of 
the city of Tripoli and adjacent harbours. During 
this blockade Lieutenant Stewart frequently led in 
the vessels oi tiic blockade to the attack of the batte- 
ries and flotilla, to accustom the officers and men to 
the enemy's fire, and to force the Tripolitans to 
expend their ammunition ; and on one occasion, they 
attacked and destroyed two batteries which the 
enemy had erected to the westward of the city, for 
the protecliun of their coasting trade. 

On the 21st of July, 1801, Commodore Preble 
arrived off Tripoli with the frigate Constitution, 44, 
brig Argus, 18, brig Siren, 18, Scourge, schooner 
Vixen, 16, Enterprise, 14, two mortar vessels, and 
six gunboats; with these, in conjunction with the 
force above mentioned, he determined to attack the 
town, flotilla, and batteries of Tripoli. On the 3d 
of August, the wind proving- favourable, at meridian 
the signal was made to prepare for battle, when the 
whole ibrce, forming- a line a-head, led on by the 
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Siren, Lieutenant Stewart, advanced to the attack, 
and wben within reach of the enemy's fire, the gnn- 
boats were cast off, and immediately boarded the 

gunboats of Tripoli, twenty of which were moored 
in a line, outside of the reef which formed the har- 
bour. Tlirc e of them were carried, and bron<j!it off 
under cover of the vessels of war, LLud added to the 
American squadron. Lieutenant Stewart for his 
gallant conduct on ibis occasion received the thanks 
of Commodore Preble. 

For his distin^ished services throughout the 
blockade lie was promoted to be master commandant, 
and placed in comniand uf the frigate Essex, -^viueh 
vessel, after the conclusion of peace with Tripoli, 
proceeded with the rest of the squadron, commanded 
by Commodore Rodgers, to Tunis Bay, for the pur- 
pose of checking in that regency a rising disposition 
to commence hosUlitaes on the flag and commerce of 
the United States. The hostile attitude of the 
squadron, ^vl^le there, induced Mr. George Davis, 
consui r»f the United States, to leave the city, and 
seek refuge on board the fleet The state of our 
aflfoirs now drawing to a crisis so serious, it appeared 
to the consul general, Colonel Lear, tiiat the flag 
officer ought to strengthen his acts with the advice 
and consent of his principal officers ; in consequence 
of which, the commandor-in-chief called a council, 
consisting of Captains Campbell, Decatur, Stewart, 
Hull, Smith, Dent, and Robinson, to whom the situa- 
tion of our afiairs with the regency was explained, 
and the opinion of the officers demanded whether 
hostilities ought not immediately to commence. It 
was at this council that the opinion of Captain 
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. Stewart carried with it the assent of all the officers, 
and preserved the peace of the country with that 
regeni^. It was on receiving that opinion, as deli- ^ 
vered in the council, transmitted by the consul gene- 
ral and the consul, Mr. Davis, to the President of 
the United States, that Mr. Jefferson expressed to 
his cabinet the high satisfaction he felt at having an • * 
officer in the squadron who so thoroughly compre- 
liended international law, Uie constitution of his 
country, and the policy of his govehunent On the 
termination of this afhir with the regency of Tunis, 
Captain Stewart took command of the frigate Con- 
stellation, and returned to the United States. 

During part of the years 1806 and '7, Captain 
Stewart was employed in superintending the con- 
struction of gunboats at New York, and was after- 
wards engaged in prosecuting mercantile enterprises 
to the £ast indies, the Mediterranean, and the 
Adriatic. On the declaration of war with Great 
Britain, in ISIS, he proceeded, in conjunction with 
Commodore Bainbridge, to Washington, for the pur- 
pose of seekiut; service ; but on presenting themselves 
at tlie Navy Department, they were informed that it 
had been decided by the cabinet to place all the 
ships of war in the harbour of New York for its 
defence, and thus deprive the. marine of all oppor- 
tunity for distinguished service. But, on the 22d of 
June, 1812, it was determined by the President, in 
conformity with the suggestions of these officers, that 
the sliips should be sent to sea, and to sea they were 
forthwith ordered. Captain Stewart was appointed 
to Uie command of the brig Argus and the Homet 
sloop of war. 
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In December he was appointed to the command of 
the frigate Constellatiun, then repairing at Washing- 
• ton. Shortly after, she was equipped, and ready for 
sea, upon which occasion Captain Stewart gave a 
splendid entertainment on board that vessel, to all 
branches of government, and the citizens of the dis- 
trict. He now proceeded to Hampton Roads, prepa- 
ratory to going on a croise; but unfortunately, the 
morning after anchoring there, he discovered the 
enemy approaching his anchorage with a superior 
force of two seventy-fours, three frigates, and several 
small vessels of war; he lost no time in preparing to 
retreat. It being calm with him, he commenced 
kedging his frigate towards Norfolk; the enemy's 
vessels approached rapidly with a fine breeze, which 
they fortunately lost off Willoughby's point, and 
they were in consequence of the ebb tide compelled 
to anchor. The Constellation was kedged up on the 
flats off Sowell's Point, where she aground the 
rest of the day;. Captain Stewart continued to press 
the river crr^ft and lighten his vessel. In ease the 
enemy, by kedging up their seventy-foursi or by 
means of a breeze, had reached his position, he was 
prepared for burning the Constellation; the night 
flood, however, made, when about eight o'clock his 
sliij) floated, sail was made on her with a line hreeze, 
boats ^Mlh lights and pilots were sent to point out 
the shoals, and at eleven o'clock, P. M., the ConsteU 
lation was safely moored between forts Norfolk and 
Nelson, where she afterwards contributed to defend 
that place, and with her cannon and her crew 
repulsed the enemy's attack on Craney Island, and 
3D 
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dafeated the expedition sent to capture Norfolk and 
ita dependencies. 
In the summer of 1813, Captain Stewart was 

ordered to assume the command of the frigate Cuii- 
stiliitinn, then undergoing repairs at Boston. In 
December following he proceeded on a cruise. After 
exhibiting that ship on the coasts of Georgia and 
South Carolina, and about the Bermuda lalandsy Slc. 
and destroying the Picton of sixteen guns, a merchant 
, ship of ten guns, the brig Catfierine, and schooner 
Phoenix, he chased seyeral British ships of war, and 
the frigate La Pique, in the Mona passage, without 
being able to overtake any of them, in coiisequence of 
the worn out state of the sails of the Constitution. 
Captain Stewart determined to return to Boston, and 
replace them; in April the Constitution arnved at 
Marblehead, in Massaofansetts, haying with great 
difficulty escaped fr<Mnthe British frigates, the Jnnon, 
and La Nymphe, of fifty guns each. 

In December, the Constitution proceeded on an- 
other cruise, having been refitted with great care, and 
furnished with new sails. On the 24th, he captured 
and destroyed, to the eastward of the Bermudas, the 
brig Lord Nelson; off Lisbon he captured the ship 
Susan, with a valuable cargo, and sent her to New 
York; and on the 20th of Febnmry, 1815, after a 
sharp conflict of forty minutes, lie captured the British 
ships of war, the Cyane of thirty-four guns, and the 
Levant of twenty-one guns, having three men killed, 
and thirteen wounded, the British ships having in all 
thirty-five killed, and forty-two wounded. 

Captain Stewart proceeded with these prizes to 
the Island of St Jago, with a view to divest his ship 
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of the numerous prisoners, consisting of the officers, 
seamen, and marines of both ships of the enemy, 
amounting to nearly four hundred. While makhig 
arrangements for deapatchmg them at Port Praya, 
for Barbadoes, the British squadron, eonmsting of 
the ships of war the Acasta of fifty guns, the New 
Castle of sixty-four ^ins, and the Lcandcr of sixty- 
four ^ims, under the coinmand of Sir George Collier, 
reached his position under cover of a thick fog. Not- 
withstanding their near approach, Captain Stewart 
determined to retreat, and immediately Ihe Constita- 
tion and her prizes eat their eables and crowded 
8«1 to escape. He was fortunate in being able, by ' 
his skilful management and manoeuvres, to save from 
their grasp his favourite frigate Constitution, and the 
Cyane; the Levant was captured by the squadron 
and sent to Barbadoes 

After this escape^ he proceeded with the Constitu- 
tion to Maranham, in the Brazils, and landed the 
prisoners, refreshed his crew, refitted his vessel, and 
returned to Boston, where he and his officers were 
received with the u^^ual courtesies by their fellow 
citizens. 

On his way through New York, the common 
council honoured Captain Stewaii with the freedom 
of their city, in a gold box, and extended towards 
him and his officers the courteous hospitalities of 
that city, by a public dinner. On his arrival in 
Philadelphia, the legislature of his native State 
(Pennsylvania) voted him their thanks, and directed 
his excellency the governor to cause a gold-hilted 
sword to be presented to Captain Stewart, in testis 
mony of their sense of his distinguished merits in 
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capturing the British ships of war of superior force, 
tiie Cyane, and the Levant. On the meeting of con- 
gresB, the assembled representatives of the nation 
passed a vote of thanks to Captain Stewart, his 
offioers, and crew; and resolYed that a suitable gold 
medal, ooaunemoiative of thai brilliant event, the 
capture of the two British ships of war, the C5'ane 
and the Levant, by the Constitution, should be pre- 
sented |p Captain Stewart, in tostimony ol^ the sense 
they entertained of his gallantry, and that of his 
o/Bcers, seamen and marinesp under his command on 
that occasion. 

The war with Great Britain having terminated, 
the Constitution was put out of commission, and laid 
up in ordinary. In 1816, Captain Stewart was placed 
in command of the Franklin ship of the line, of 
seventy-four guns, and in 1817, she was fitted out at 
Philadelphia as the flag ship o( Commodore Stewart, 
who was directed to take command of the American 
sqtadron in the Mediterranean spa. In November, 
1B17, he sailed for England, to convey the Hon. 
Richard Rush as a minister to the court of St. 
James, who was lauded there in the latter part of 
December, after which the Franklin proceeded to 
the Mediterraneai^ and Commodore Steward took 
command of the forces of the United States in that 
ssa. In this station he preserved the glory of his 
ibrmer exploits, and the honour of his country. He 
was placed in a situation which calls forth an energy 
and address that fbw men are fortunate enough to 
eombine. 

In 1820, the Franklin returned to the United 
Stalsa, and remained in ordinary until tiie following 
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year, when she was again fitted for ser? ic0 in the 
Pacific, and Commodore Stewart was placed in com- 
mand. This post, owing to the Qtate of aflfoirs in the 
South American proyinees, cafled for the exercise 

of great discretion and prailcncc in giving protection 
to his fellow citizens, their comrnrrcc and their pro- 
perty, while, at the same time, be bad to guard against 
the representations of malignant enemies. In these 
trying cirenmstanoes tiie commodore adopted that 
fine of conduct whtdi patriotism, duty and honour 
alone could poitft* oott 

On returning to the country he had so nobly served, 
Commodore Stewart was subject to a dcgr iflmp: ar- 
rest for one year, and to the costs of an expensive 
court martial. An acquittal, more honourable than 
the records of any naval tribunal can furnish, was the 
result accorded him^ under the oath of twelve of his 
brother officers, distinguished for their patriotiBm, 
valour, experience, and fidelity to their country. On 
his return from Washinji^ton, where his trial took 
place, to Philadelphia, liis friends greeted him with a 
public dixmer in approbation of his services in the 
Pacific. From 1825 to 1830, ha was variously en- 
gaged in appropriate duties, such as examinmg mid- 
shipmen, and sitting on court martials. 

In August, 1830, he was appointed a member of 
the Board of Navy Commissioners at Washington, 
where be remained until August, 1833, he then retired 
to his farm in New Jersey. In July, 1836, Commo- 
dores Stewarty Dallas and Bolton were appointed 
commissioners to prepare plans for the improvement 
of the navy yard at Pensacola, 

On the Ist of July, 1887, Commodore James 
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Barron resigned the command of the navy yard at 
Philadelphia, and Commodore Stewart was placed in 
commaDd of that fixation. £y the most strenuous 
ezartions, Ck>nimodof e Stewart succeeded in launch- 
ing the line-of-battle shipVeniMylvaiiia, on the 18th 
of July. This ship, the largest and most magnificent 
in point of model and construction now afloat, was 
ordered by the Secretary of tbe Navy to bo removed 
from Philadelphia to Norfolk, to be coppered, and 
Commodore Stewart was appointed to equip and 
take her to that place for the purpose. Since that 
period he has been engaged, as usaa!, in various ser- 
▼icesi requiring tlie ability and eiperienoe of a first 
rate commander. 

Commodore 'Stewart is about five feet nine inches 
in height, erect and well proportioned, of a dignified 
and engaging presence, and possessed of great con- 
stitutional powers to endure hardships and privations 
of all kinds. Although sixty-five years of age, he is 
still as active as if be were but in^the prime of life. 
His complexion is. fair, but it bears the weather^ 
beaten marks of naval service. His hair is of a chest- 
nut colour; his eyes blue, large, penetrating, and in- 
telligent. The cast of his countenance is Roman, 
hold, strong, and commanding, and his head &nely 
formed. He possesses great vigor of mind, a high 
sense of justice, and inflexiUe resolution of purpose. 
His mind is acute and powerful, grasping the greatest 
or smallest subjects with the intuitive mastery of 
genius. He not only fully understands his profession 
as a naval commander, but all the various interests of 
commerce, the foreign and domestic policy of his 
country^ the principles of government, and the law 
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of nationi," are m familiar to hhn wg. houseliold 

words.'* His control over his passions is truly sur- 
prising; and under the most irritating circumstances, 
his oldest seamen have never yet seen a ray of anger 
flash from his aja. ^ His jc^^ass, benevolence and 
humaiiity aia proverbial amdiigat those who know 
him; but his 8ai||a of jl|8^ Hpid of tip f^ppMlfPM 
of duty ar« as imbandhiig atfl^^^fl^^ . ; - v.. 
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Boston, on the 1st February, 1780. His father was 
an officer in our navy during the revolutionary war, 
and distinguished himself on various occasions by his 
activity, enterprise and daring spirit. Being neces- 
sarily absent from home for the greater part of his time, 
the charge of his infant family devolved almost entirely 
on his wife. She was a pious and intelligent woman, 
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the friend and instnicter of her children, teaching 
them not mezely by her precepte, bat by her amiable 
and virtuous example. Soon aflar the concluaion of 
tbe war, Captain Porter removed with hie household 

to Baltimore, where he took cornmaiid of the revenue 
cutter the Active. Here, in the bosom of his family, 
he would indulge in the veteran's foible of recounting 
past scenes of peril and adventure, and talking over 
the wonders and vicissitudes that chequer a seafaring 
life. Little David would ait for hoars and listen and 
kindle at these marvellous tales; while his father, per- 
ceiving his own love of enterprise springing up in the 
boLom of the lad, took every means to cherish it and 
to inspire him with a passion for the sea. He at the 
same time gave him all the education and instruction 
that his limited means afforded, and being afterwards 
in command of a vessel in the West India trade, 
proposed to take him a voyage by way of initiating 
him into the life of a* sailor. The constitution of the 
latter beinfj feeble and delicate excited all the appre- 
hensions of a tender mother, who remonstrated, with 
maternal solicitude, ao^ainst exposing the puny strip- 
ling to the dangers and hardsiups of so rude a life. 
Her objections, however, were either ob\nated or 
overraled, and at tbe age of sixteen he saUed with 
his father for the West Indies, in the schooner Eliza. 
While at the port of Jeremie, in the island of St 
Domingo, a press-gang endeavoured to board the 
vessel in search of men; they were bravely repelled, 
with the loss of several killed and wounded on both 
sides; one man was shot down close by the side of 
young Porter. This affair excited considerable atten> 
tton at the time. A narrative appeared in the public 
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papers, atid iwich praise was awarded to Captain 
Porter for the gallant vintiication of his flag. 

In the course of his second voyage, which he per- 
formed 80 mate of a ship, from Baltimore to St. Do- 
miago, yoiii^ Porter bad a further ta«te of the 
vidMitudes oi a aaikr'i* life He was twice Im- 
pressed by the 'Britis]i> «id saeh time efifoeted his 
escape, but was so reduced in purse as to be obliged 
to work his passage home m the winter season, 
destitute of necessary clothing. In this forlorn con 
dition, he had to perform duty on a cold and stormy 
eottst, where every spray was converted inslantane- 
omdy into a sheet of ice. It would appear abnost ii^ 
eiedible that his feeble frame» little imured to hardship, 
could have susttuned se much, were it not known 
how greatly the exertions of the body are supported 
by mental excitement. Scarcely had he recovered 
from his late fatigues when lie applied for admission 
into the navy; and on receiving u midshipman's war- 
rant, immediately joined the frigate Constellation. 
Commodore Truxton. In the aetion with the French 
frigate the Insurgent, Porter was stationed on the 
foretop, and distinguished himself by his good con- 
duct. Want of friends alone prevented his promo- 
tion at the time. When Commodore Barron was 
appointed to the command of the Constellation, 
Porter was advanced to the rank of lieutenant solely 
on account of his merit, having no friends or con- 
nexions capable of urging his fortunes. He was or^ 
dered to join the Unitsd States' schooner Experi- 
ment under Captain Maley, to be employed on the 
West India station. During the cruise they had a 
long and obstinate engagement with a number of 



Digitized by Google 



CAFTUBC8 A FRIVATBXlt 4G6 



brigand barges in the Bite of Lcogan, whicK afforded 
lam another oi^rtunity of bringing himself into 
notioe. He was also frequently employed in boat 
exfMditioiis to ent out Tessefa^ in which he displayed 

mucii coolness and address. Comraodorc Talbot, 
who commanded on that station, gave him charge of 
the Amphitrite, a small pilot boat prize schooner, 
Bounting five small swirels taken from the tops of 
the ConoteUation, and manned with fifteen hands. 
Not long after taking this command he fell in with a 
Ffmch privateer, mounting a long twelve pounder 
and several swivels, having a crew of forty men, and 
accompanied with a prize ship and a large barge, with 
thirty men armed with swivels. Notwithstandrng 
the great disparity of force, Porter ordered his vessel 
to be laid alongside the privateer. The contest was 
arduous, and for some time doubtful, for in the com- 
mencement of the action he lost his rudder, which 
rendered the schooner unmanageable. The event, 
how^ever, excused the desperateness of the attack, for 
after an obstinate and bloody resistance, the priva- 
teer surrendered with the loss of seven killed and 
fifteen wounded. Not a man of Porter's crew was 
killed; several, however, were wounded, and his ves- 
sel was much injured. The prize was also taken, 
but the barge escaped. , The conduct of Lieutenant 
Porter in this gallant Mtde affidr was highly applauded 
by his commander. 

Shortly after his return to the United States he 
sailed as first lieutenant in the Experiment, com- 
manded by Captain Charles Stewart They were 
again station^ in the West Indies, and afibrded 
great protection to the Amerioan commerce in that 
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quarter. They had several engagements with French 
privateers, and were always succesfifuly insomuch 
that they became the terror of those maraudm of 
fhe ocean, and effectaally controlled their rapacity 
and kept them quiet in port. The gallant and la- 
mented Fi ippc was second lieutenant of the Experi- 
ment at tlie lime. 

When the first squadron was ordered for the 
Mediterranean, Porter sailed as first lieutenant of 
the schooner Enterprise, Captain Stewart In this 
cmiae they encountered a Tripolitan corsair, of yeiy 
superior force; a severe battle «nsuedy in which the 
enemy suffered great slaughter, and was compelled 
to surrender, while our ship received but little injury. 

In this brilliant action Porter acquired much re- 
putation from the conspicuous part he acted. He 
afterwards served on board of different ships in the 
Mediterranean station, and distinguished hiinself by 
his intrepidity and seal whenever an opportunity 
presented. On one occasion lie commanded an ex- 
pedition of boats sent to destroy some vessels laden 
with wheat, at anchor in the harbour of old Tripoli; 
the service was promptly and effoctually performed; 
in the engagement he received a musket ball through 
his letl thigh. 

Shortly after riBcovering from his wound he was 
transposed from the New York to the Philadelphia, 
Captain Batnbridgc, as first lieutenant. The frigate 
was then lying at Gibraltar, when he joined her in 
SepteiTiber, 1803. She soon after sailed for the 
blockade of Tripoli. No event took place worthy 
of mention until the 31st of October. Nearly a 
week previous to ^s iU-iiUed day, the weather had 
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been tempestuous, which rendered it prude&t to keep 
the ship off the kund. 

The Slst opened with all the Bplendour of a Sici- 
lian momhig: the promise of a more delightAil day 

never appeared. The land was just observed, when 
a sail was descried making for the harbour, with a 
pleasant easterly breeze. It was soon ascertained to 
be an armed ship of Die enemy, and all sail was set 
in chase. After an ineffectual pursuit of several 
leagaes, Captain Bainbi^idg^ had just givei^ orders to 
haid off, when the frigate grounded. Every expe- 
dient that skill or courage eould devise to float or 
defiJiiJ her, was successively resorted to, but in vain. 
The particulars of this unfortunate affair are too 
generally known to need a minute recital ; it is suf- 
ficient to add that this noble ship and her gallant 
crew were sorrendered to a barbarous and dastardly 
enemy, whose only motive in warfare is the hope of 
plunder. Throu^ont the long and dreary confine- 
ment which ensued, in the dungeons of Tripoli, 
Porter never suffered hims( If for a moment to sink 
into despondency; but supported the ^allin^ indi^^ni 
ties and hardships of Ida situation with equanimity 
and even cheerfulness. A seasonable supply of books 
served to beguile the hours of imprisonment, and 
enabled him even to turn them to advantage. He 
closely applied himself to the study of ancient and 
modern history, biography, the French language, and 
dra^vin^; in which art, so useful to a seaman, he 
made himself a coiisiderable proficient. He also 
sedulously cultivated the theory of his profession, 
and improved the junior officers by his frequent 
tnstructibns; representing the manoeuvres of fleets in 
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battle by moans of small boards ingeniously arranged. 
He was active in promoting any plan of labour or 
amusement that could am^orale the situation or 
dispel the gloomy reflectioiui of bis oompaaions. By 
tb^ means eaptWity was robbed of its heaviest 
evils, that dull monotony that wearies the spirits, and 
that mental inactivity that engenders melancholy and 
hypochondria. An incident which occurred during 
his confinement deserves to be mentioned, as being 
highly creditable to Lieutenant Porter. Under the 
rooms occupied by the officers was a long dark 
passage, through which the American sailors, who 
were employed in public labour, frequently passed to 
different parU of the castle. Thuir conversation 
being repeatedly heard as they passed to and fro, 
some one made a small hole in the wall to communi- 
cate with them. For ^ome days a^ constant inter- 
course was kept by sending down aolieB tied to a 
string. Some personst howefer, indiscreetly enter> 
ing into conversation with the seamen, were ovor* 
heard, and information immediately carried to the 
Bashaw. In a few minutes the bolts of the prison 
door were heard to Hy back witli unwonted violence, 
and Sassi (chief ofi&cer of the castle) rushed furiously 
in. His features were distorted, and his voice aUnost 
inarticulate with passion. He demanded in a vehe* 
ment tone by vthxm or whose au^ority the waUs 
had been opened; when Porter advanced with a firm 
step and composed countenance, and replied, "I 
alone am responsible." He was abruptly and rudely 
hurried from the prison, and the gate was again 
closed. His generous self-devotion, while it com- 
manded the admiration of his companions» heightened. 



Digitized by Google 



l»IBBRATION. * 400 

their anxiety for his fate; apprehending some act of 
violence from the impetuous temper and absolute 
power of the Bashaw. Their fears, however, were 
appeased b}* the return of Porter, after coDBiderable 
detention; having been diamiased wittont any furiher 
aeverity, tfarouf^ the intereeaaion of the miniater 
Mahomet Dghies, who had on previous occasiona 
shown a friendly disposition towards the prisoners. 

It IS unnecessary here to dwell on the various in- 
cidents that occurred in this tedious captivity, and 
of the many ingenious and advanturona plana of 
escape, devised and attempted by our offioera, in all 
which Porter took an active and prominent part. 
When peace waa at length made, and they were 
restored to light and liberty, he embarked with his 
couipaiiions for Syracuse, where a court of inquiry 
was held on the loss of the Philadelphia. After an 
honourable acquittal he was appointed to the com- 
mand of the United Statoa' brig Enterprise, and aoon 
after waa ordered by Ckumnodoie Rodgera to proceed 
to Tripoli, with permiaaion to cmiae along the ahore 
of Bengazi, and to visit the mine of Septis Magna, 
anciently a l^onian colony. He was accompanied in 
this expedition by some of his friends, and after a 
short and pleasant passage, anchored near the latter 
l^ace. They passed three days in wandering among 
the mouldering remains of Roman taate and grandeur; 
and excavated in each placea aa aeemed to promise a 
reward for tiiw researches. A number of ancient 
coins and cameos were Ibund, and, among other 
curiosities, were two statues in tolerable preserva- 
tion; the one a warrior, tbc other a female figure, of 

beautiful white marble and e&ceiley^t workmansliip. 
3F 35 



Digitized by Google 



410 IITTRBPIDITT. 

Verde antique pillars^ of largie size, formed of a single 
piece, and unbroken, were scattered along the shores. 
Near the harboar stood a lofty and elegant building, 
of which Lieutenant Porter took a drawing. The 

awning under "vvhich the party dined was spread on 
the site, and among the fallen columns of a temple 
of Jupiter; and a zest was given to the repast, by 
the classical ideas awakened by surrounding objects. 

While Porter was in command of the Enterprise, 
and at anchor in the port of Malta, an English sailor 
came alongside and insulted the officers and crew 
by abusive language. Captain Porter overhearing 
the scurrilous epithets he vociferated, ordered a 
buatbvvam's mate to seize liiui and give him a flogging 
at the gangway. This weil-merited chastisement ex- 
cited the indignation of the governor of Malta, who 
considered it a daring outrage, and gave orders that 
the forts should not permit the Enterprise to depart 
No sooner was Captain Porter informed of it, than 
he got his vessel ready for action, weighed anchor, 
and with lighted matches and every man at his sta 
tion, witli the avowed determination of firing the 
town if attacked, sailed between the batteries and 
departed unmolested. 

Shortly ailer this occurrence, in passing through 
the Straits of Gibraltar, he was attacked by twelve 
Spanish gunboats, who either mistook or pretended 
^7 to mistake his vessel for a British brig. As soon, 
* however, as he was able to neSi* them, they were as- 
sailed with such rapid and well directed volleys as 
quickly compelled them to shear off. This afiair 
took place in sight of Gibraltar, and in presence of 
several ships of the British navy ; it was, therefore, a 
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matter of notoriety, and spoken of in tems of the 

highest applause. 

After an absence of five years, passed in unremitted 
and arduous service, Captain Porter returned to the 
United *States, and siiorlly after was married to Miss 
Anderson ) daughter of the member of congress from 
Pennsjlvania. Being appointed to the command of 
the flotilla, on the New Orleans station, he dis- 
charged, with ftiithffilnees and activity, the irksome 
duty of enforcing the embargo and non-intercourse 
laws. He likewise performed an important service 
to his country, by ferreting out and capturing a 
pirate, a native of France, who, in a small weU-armed 
schooner, had for some time infested the Chesi^eake ; 
and who, growing bolder by impunity, had committed 
many acts of depredation, untO his maraadings be- 
came so serious as to attract th^ attention of go- 
vernment. 

While commanding on the Orleans station, the 
father of Captain Porter died, an officer under his 
command. He had lived to see his wish fulfilled, 
in beholding his son a skilful and enterprising sailor, 
rising rapidly in his profession, and in tiie estimation 
of his comitry. 

The climate of New Orleans disagreeing with the 
health of Captain Porter and his family, he solicited 
to be ordered to some other station, and was, accord- 
ingly, appointed to the command of the Essex frigate. 

At the time of the declaration of war against Eng- 
land, the Essex was undeigoing repairs at New 
York, and the celerify with which she was fitted for 
sea reflected great credit on her commander. On 
the 3d of July, 1812, he sailed from Sandy Hook on 
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a cruise, which was not marked by any incident of 
coDsequencet excepting the capture of the BriUah 
doop of war Aiert, Captain Lafi^orne. Either 
ttndfinraloiiig the vnlrM prowaas of our tars^^or 
mifltaking the foree of the Easesi the ran down on 
her weather quarter, gave three cheers, and com- 
menced an action. In a few minutes she struck her 
colours, being cut to pieces, with three men wounded, 
and seven feet water in her hold. To relieve himaelf 
from the g^iatiniBiber of prisoners, takeR in this and 
fomnr ]irizea» CSaplain Porter made a cartel of the 
Alert, iHlli orders to proceed to St Johns, New- 
foundland, and thence to New York. She arrived 
safe, being the first ship of war taken from the 
enemy, and her ilag the first British flag sent to the 
seat of govemm^t during the war of 1812.* 

Captain Porter, after the refitting of his ship, sailed 
from the Delaware on the jg7th of October, ISiiS. He 
shaped his oowee for the coect of Brazil^ where, 
according to arrangements with Commodore Bain- 
bridge, several places were appointed for rendezvous. 
During his cruise in that quarter he captured his 
Britannic majesty's packet ship Nocton, from which 
he took about 11,000 pounds sterling in specie, and 
titen despatched io^ America* Upon hearing of 
the capture of the Java hj Commodofe Bainbridga, 
he was obliged to return to port, where he heard that 
the Hornet had been captured by the Montague, that 
the British force on the coast had been increased, and 
that several ships were in pursuit of him. Knowing 
that he occupied a hazardous place, he detennined 

* Aoiilfiotio Mij SMiii B L 
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to abandon it, and accordingly he shaped his course 
Boatkward, rounded Gape Horn, off which pl»ce he 
suflered greasy from the Bereriiy of the gales, and 
proceeded into the Paeifie Ocean. From the want 

of provision it Lccaine necessary to put into some 
port. Accordingly he ran into Valparaiso, where he 
arrived on the 14th of March, 181^, 

Having ohtained a sufficient quantity of provision, 
he coasted the shores of Chili and Pern and met 
wilh a Penman corsair, that had captured two 
whaling MpB on the coast of ChiU and had on board 
the crews of ^ two ships, as prisoners, consisting 
of twenty-four Americans, The commander of the 
corsair attempted to justify his conduct by allecring 
himself to be an ally of Great Britain and expecting 
a war between Spain and the United States. Captain 
Porter, findiifp diat he delermined to persist in his 
aggressions, lightened Imn of his armament by throw- 
ing it into the sea, released the prisoners, and then 
directed a polite letter to the yieeroy, in which he 
gave his reasons for so doing, whicli he dehvered to 
the captain. Upon proceeding; to the port of Lima 
he recaptured lOne of the American vessels as she 
was entering the port 

He emised for several months in the Pacific, 
making great havoc among the En^ish traders, and 
was particnlaily dei^aiietive to those engaged in the 
spermaceti whale fishery. He took many with 
vakiuble cargoes; one of the captured vessels he 
retained as a store ship; he equipped her with twenty 
guns and called her the Essex Junior, appointing 
Lieutenant Downes as coomiander, while some of 
the others were gtmk up to the prisoners, some sent 

35» 
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to Valparaiso and laid up, and three sent to America. 
Captain Porter, now having a little squadron undei 
his command, became the terror of those seas. He 
gained from his prizes a sufficient supjilj of provi- 
sione, medicines, naval atorea, clothings and in<mey; 
so that he -waa able to pay hia officera and men with- 
out drawing on the govenmient» and waa able to 
remain at aea without aiclmeas or ineonvenienee. 

P'rom the extent of Ins depredations lie spread 
alarm and anxiety throughout all the ports of the 
Jpacilic, and created great disturbance in those of 
Great Britain. The merchants trembled with appre- 
hension for tbft fate of their property^ which waa 
afloat on those waters, while the nation^s pride was 
humbled, when it beheld a single frigate bearing the 
sceptre over the whole waters of the Pacific; in 
defiance to their numerous fleets, destroying their 
commerce and excluding their inerchants from all 
western ports, and almost banishing the British flag 
from those climes where it had so long spread its 
folds to the breeze in proud predominance. The 
manner in which Captain Porter conducted his cruise 
baffled pursuit. Those who were sent In search of 
him were distracted by vague accounts, and were 
entirely unable to discover any traces by which they 
might be able to encounter him. Keeping in the 
Open sea and touching only at those desolate islands 
which form the GaUipagoa he left no traces by which 
he might be followed or discovered. Although he 
was deprived of all intelligence from land, and unable 
to gain any knowledge of home affairs, he often 
received a correct account of his enemies from the 
various prizes which he had captured. Lieutenant 
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Domes havuig returned from conveyiiig the prixee 
to Valparaiso, brought word of the expected arrival 
of Commodore Hillyar in the Phcsbe frigate, rating 

thirty-six guns, accompanied by two sloops of war. 
Loaded with spoil, and sated witii the easy and 
inglorious capture of merchantmen, Captam Porter 
desired to signalize his cmise by some brilliant vio 
tory» meeting the enemy on eqoal terms. 

From having remained at sea ibr each a length ol 
time some of the tunben were impaired and needed 
renewal, while the frigate required some other repairs 
to ena];le her to face the foe. For this purpose he 
repaired to the island of Nooaheevah, one of the 
Washington. group, discovered by Captain Ingrabam 
of Boston, accompanied by several of his prizes. The 
inhabitants in the vieinity of the harbonr received 
Captain Porter with marks of friendship; and th^ 
supplied him With abandance of provision, with which 
the island abounded. Having calked and completely 
overhauled the ship, made her a new set of water casks, 
and taken on board a sufficient supply of provision 
for four months, from jthe prizes, which he secured 
under the gans of a battery erected for their protec- 
tion, he sailed for the coast of Chili on the DSth of 
December, 181S, leaving Lieutenant Oamble of the 
marines, with twenty-one men, in command of the 
battery, with orders to proceed to Valparaiso after a 
certain time. 

Having cruised oS the coast of Chili with the 
expectation of meeting with Captain Hillyar, without 
success, he proceeded to the pc»t of Y alparaiso^ with 
the hope of faDing in vnth him there; and, if disap- 
pointed in this wish, he might be able to capture 
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some merchant ships which were expected from 
England. While lying in this port Captmn Hilljar 
uimdy famog long sovgbt for Hie £Mez» hat witli- 
out BuecMiy aad kning tlnoil gi? ea np all hopM of 
ever iMeting with hsr. He wvs aeoonpsnied hy the 
sloop of war Cherub, which was strongly armed and 
manned. Contrary to Captain Porter's expectation, 
the Phoebe herself was far superior to the Essex. 
The anited Ibsee of the Phoebe and Cherub amounted 
to eigfaty-oae gons nd 600 men. While the force of 
the Sseex coMiated of but IbrtfHK gana, all of 
whkh, excepting nx loBg twd?8a» ivere fhirty-two 
pound carronades, only senriceable in close fighting. 
Her crew having been much reduced by the manning 
of prizes, amounted to but 255 men. The E 
Junior, being only intended as a store ship, carried 
but ten eighteen pound carronadea and ten short 
abcesyiiith a eoniplenient of ontf 00 men. The 
Phoabe and Che>iib» baring been aieint out expreaalj 
to aeansh fbr and eeiitare the Essex; were in prime 
order and p^ood discipline, with picked crews, and 
hoisted Hags bearing the motto, " God and our country, 
British sailors' best rights : traitors offend both." 
This was in opposition to the American motto of 
Free trade and i»ilors' rights," and the latter part 
of it being anggeated hy error tenderly cherished, 
thai our crews were composed of British seamen. In 
reply to this motto Captain Porter hoisted at his 
mizen: "God, our country, and liberty: tyrants 
ofifend them." On entering tlic port the Plio^be was 
brought into the power of Captain Porter, who, on 
account of the neutralilj of the place, did not wish to 
tahe advantage Of the exposed stloetion of his enemy. 
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This forbearance was acknowledged by Commodore 
Hiiijar, and he gave hia word of honour to observe 
like conduct while in port, which he accordingly 
followed for a time. 

On receiving a eoflicient supply of provision on 
board, the Phoebe and Ghemb went off the port, 
where t}]cy cruised for six wecka, keeping up a con- 
tinual blockade of Captain Porter ; who from the in- 
feriority of his number was unwilling to risk an action. 
After repeated endeavours, findmg himself unable 
to bring the Phobe into single action or into eqnal 
combat, or to provoke a challenge from Commodore 
Hillyar, he determined to put to sea. Finding after 
repeated trials that the Essex was a superior sailer 
to either of the enemy's ships, it was determined 
that he should let the enemy chase her off, and there- 
by give the Essex Junior a chance of escape. 

On the day following, the 28th of March, the wind 
began to blow firom the soatfa; the Essex havmg 
parted her larboard cable, dragged her starboard 
anchor out to sea. Having all sails set; and per- 
ceiving the enemy close in with the western side of 
the bay, and that there was a possibility of passing 
to windward and gaining the sea by superior sailing. 
Captain Porter determined to hazard the attempt 
He took in his topgallant sails, and fitted up for Uie 
purpose, but unfortmiately, on rounding the point, a 
heavy squall struck the ship, and bore away the main 
topmast, and threw the men who were aloft into the 
sea and drowned them. Both ships immediately 
gave chase, and Captain Porter finding: that from the 
crippled state of his ship it would be unsafe to pro- 
ceed, determined to run into port again an4 repair 
3G 
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damagoi. But findiog it impossible to gain the com- 
mon anchorage which he had left, he put into a email 
bay about three quarters of a mile from the battery 

and to the leeward of it, on the east of the harbour, 
and dropped anchor within pistol shot of the shore. 
^Supposing himself secure, he thought only of repair- 
ing the damages he had sustained, expecting that the 
enemy would respect the. neutrality of the jdace. 
The wary and menacing approach of the enemy 
showed that they had a more important object in Tiew 
than to exchange kindness with a generous enemy. 
Their instructions were to crush the noxious foe, 
that had been so destructive to the commorce of 
their country; and being furnished with a force com* 
petent to this service, and having the enemy once in 
their power* they had no desire to wave their supe- 
riority, and ^ve him a chance to escape and continue 
his work of destruction. Displaying their motto flags 
aiid having jacks at all their masts' beads^ Captain 
Porter soon discovered the real danger of his situa- 
tion. With all despatch he prepared for action and 
endeavoured to get a spring on his cable ; but was 
unsuccessfid, when at fiily-four minutes past 3 P. M. 
the enemy commenced the action. The Phmbe having 
laid herself under his stern and the Cherub on his 
starboard bow, the latter finding herself in a dan* 
gerous.place and expttsod to a hot fire, bore up, and 
ran under his stern al^o, where they both kept up a 
raking fire, to which Captain Porter was unable to 
make any effective return. He, however, succeeded 
three different times in getting springs on his cables^ 
for the purpose of bringing his broadside to bear on 
the enemy; but they were as often shot away by the 
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excessive fire to which he was exposed. For defence 
against this tremendous attack he was obliged to rely 
on three loi^ twelve poimders, which he had run out 
of the stem ports; and which were worked with such 
skOl and bravery as in half an hour to do such injury 
to the enemy's ships as to compel him to haul off and * 
repair losses. It was evidently the intention of Com- 
modore HiJlyar to risk nothing from the darin;^ cou- 
rage of his enemy, but to take her at as cheap a rate 
as possible. All his movements were calm and deli- 
berate, whUe the situation of Captain Porter was 
distressing; surrounded by the killed and wounded, 
and from the crippled state of his ship unable to help 
himself, he lay awaiting the convenience of the enemy 
to renew the scene of slaughter without any hope of 
escape or retaliation. The brave crew of the Essex 
evinced their determination to hold out to the last by 
hoisting ensigns in their shattered rigging and jacks 
in different parts of the ship. The enemy having 
repaired, placed themselves on the starboard quarter 
of the Essex, and again commenced theur work of 
destruction, out of reach of her carronades. Captain 
Porter saw there was no hope of injuring the enemy 
without hearing up and becoming the assailant; and 
this he determined to do. From , the shattered state 
of his rigging he was unable to ralBe any other sail 
than the flying jib, which he caused to be set, and 
having cut his cable he bore down upon the enemy 
with the intention of laying the Phcebe on board. 

He was now able to close with the enemy, when 
the firing on both sides was tremendous and destruc- 
tive. The Essex was in a truly deplorable condition; 
her deck was strewed with the dead and dying, her 
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cockpit filled with woimded ; she had been several 
times on fire and was m fact a total wreck; stiJl a 
feebie hope sprung up that she might be victorious, 
from the circumstance of the Cherub being compelled 
to Iwul off liy har erippleil istate; she, however, did 
not retura to doee actai aguK, tat icept «p a distant 
firing inth her long gona. The Phcebe ebo heiag 
seriously injured began to edge off and choose the 
distance which best suited her long guns. The Essex 
was uTiRble, from her shattered state, to take advan- 
tage of single combat with the Phcebe, and for want 
of sail was imaUe to keep at dote quarteia witii her. 
Both ehipe bow kept up a tremendous and destmctive 
ftre, which made dreadM havoc among the erew of 
the Essex, many of whose gone were rendered nee- 
less, while many had their whole crews destroyed, 
and one gun in particular was manned three times; 
fifteen men were slain at it in the course of the action. 
Having lost all hope of closing with the enemy, Cap- 
tain Porter determined to ran his i^ip on shore, land 
the erew, and destroy her. Having approached within 
mosket shot of the shore, and with every prospect of 
suc-ceeding, the wind shifted and bore her down upon 
the Phoebe, exposing her again to a dreadful and 
rakin^^ fire. The ship was now totally unmanageable; 
but as her lie ad was toward the enemy and be to 
leeward, Captain Porter conceived a feint hoipe of 
being able to board her. At this moment Lieutenant 
Bownes of the Bsseac Jmiior came on hoard to receive 
orders, expecting that Gaptain Porter wontd soon be 
made prisoner. Finding from the enemy's putting: 
his helm up, that the last attempt at boarding would 
not succeed, Captain Porter directed him to return 
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to bis own ahip and prepare for destroying or defend- 
ing her in case of attack. The Cherub kept up a hot 
Are on him during hia retom. The enemy still kept 
«p a conatant and destmelive 0re on tiie Essex, 
dealing deafii and deetruetion among her hrave erew. 
^till her commander persisted, determined to hold 
out in the unequal and almost hopeless connict. 
Every expedient that a fertile and inventive mind 
could suggest was resorted tQ» that they might escape J ^ 
from the hands of the enemy, k^^^gimm was bant h O^^^ma) 
to <he sheet anchor, and the andior cut from the 
hows, to bring the ship's head around, and bring her 
broadside again to bear upon the enemy. This suc- 
ceeded; but, from the crippled state of the enemy, 
they were unable to hold their own, Captain Porter 
thought she might drift out of gunshot before she 
discovered that he had cast anchor. 

The halser unfortunately parted* and with it the 
last lingering hope of the Essex. At this mcmmt 
the state of the £s8ex was lamentable. She was on 
fire both forward and aft, the flames bursting up the 
hatchway, her decks strewed with the manp^led 
corpses of her brave crew, while many of her officers 
and men lay wounded in every part of the ship. A 
council of tiie officers of division having been called, 
Captain Porter was surprised to find only acting 
Lieutenant Stephen Decatur McKnigbt remaining, 
the rest having either been killed or wounded and 
carried below. In the mean time the enemy, in con- 
sequence of the smoothness of the water, lay secure 
at a distance, where she kept up a constant and 
destructive fire, aiming with coolness and certainty, 
hitting the hull at erary shot Gaptain Porter having 
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despaired of saving the ship, was compelled at twenty 
mirnites past six P. M. to give the painful command 
to strike the colours. The enemy continued firing, 
and Captain Porter thinking he intended to show no 
quarter, was about to rehoist bis flag and fi^t unlii 
he Slink, wben they ceased their attack ten minutes 
after the sarrender, in which tune several men on 
board the Essex were killed. The loss of the Essex 
is a sufficient testimony of the desperate bravery 
"with which she was defended. The general conduct 
of the officers and men bears ample testimony to 
their heroism. Out of 265 men which composed her 
crew, 68 were killed, S9 severely wounded, 21 slightly, 
and 31 missing, making in all 154; She was com- 
pletely cut to pieces, and so covered with the dead 
and dviii;:. with mangled limbs, with brains and blood, 
and the ghastly forms of death, that the officer who 
came on board to take possession of her, though 
accustomed to scenes of slaughter, feinted at the 
shocking spectacle. After the affiiir of the Argus 
and Pelican, it was asserted that our emlors were 
brave only while successful and unhurt, but that the 
sight of slaughter filled them with dismay. This 
battle clearly proves that they are capable of the 
highest exercise of courage. From tlie distance and 
position of the enemy, this battle was chiefly fought 
on the part of the Essex by six twelve pounders 
only, yet the damage sustaiined by the enemy was 
severe. Their masts and yards were badly crippled, 
their hulls much cut up, the Phoebe, especially, 
received eighteen twelve pound shot below her water 
line, some three feet under water. Their loss in 
killed and woynded was not ascertained, but must 
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have been severe ; the first lieutenant of the Phoebe 
was killed, and Captain Tucker of the Cherub was 
severely wounded. It was with some difficulty that 
the Phosbe and ^asex were kept afloat until they 
anchored next moming in the harbour of Yalparaiao. 
This battle was fought ao near the shore tiiat tlie 
neighbouring heights were filled with the inhabitants 
of Val]iaraiso^ who were spectators of it, and some 
of the shot fell among the citizens who had ventured 
down upon the beach. A generous anxiety ran 
throughout the multitude for the fate of the Essex; 
bursts of delight arose when any change of battle 
seemed to favour, her; the eager spectators were 
seen to wring their hands, and utter groans of sym- 
pathy when the transient hope failed, and the pliant 
little frigate once more became the scene of delibe- 
rate slaughter. After the battle, as Captain Porter 
acknowledges. Commodore Hillyar eudcavoured as 
much as lay in his power to alleviate their sufiering 
and distress by the most generous and delicate deport- 
ment towards both officers and men, commanding 
• that the property of every person should be restored. 
Captain Porter and his crew were paroled and per- 
mitted to return to the United States. OIF the port 
of New York they were overhauled by the Saturn 
razee, whose commander questioned the authority 
of Commodore Hillyar to grant a passport. Captain 
Porter then told the boarding officer that he gave up 
his parole and considered himself a prisoner of war, 
and as such should use all means of escape. In con- • 
sequence of this threat, the Essex Junior was com- 
pelled to remain under the lee of the Saturn all night; 
but the next morning Captain Porter put o£f in his 
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boat, though thirty miles from the shore; and not- 
witbstandiDg he was pursued by the Saturn he landed 
safely on Long Island. Various intmsting and ro- 
mantic rumours bad leaohed this country concerning 
im during his cruise in the Pacific, which had excited 
the curiosity of the pubKc to see this modem 8inbad ; 
oil his arrival at New York bis carnage was sur- 
rounded by the populace, who took out the horses, 
and dragged him, with shouts and acclamations, to ' 
his lodgings. 

Of the remainder of Commodore Porter's ev^tful 
life our scanty limits compel us to give but an imper- 
fect sketch. 

After the conclusion of the war in 1815, Commo- 
dore Porter was appointed a navy commissioner. 
Hp was a member of that board imtil the year 1831, 
during which time he devoted the whole of his atten- 
tion to the interests of the nary. In 18:^1 he yolun- 
teered to take command of the West India squadron 
for the suppression of piracy.' A more difficult and 
hazardous service was scarcely ever underlaken. A 
long and constant exposure to a tropical sun by day, 
and deadly chills and damps by night, constantly 
threatened the liveg of the little bands, who were 
seeking, in open boats and vessels of the smallest 
size, the haunts of the freebooters, among the rocks 
and shoals of the unmhabited coasts of Cuba and 
St. Domingo. They performed it, however, with 
such signal seal and success, that at the end of mxty 
• (liiys from the commenceinciit of his operations, the 
commodore, in his olTicial despatches, was able to 
say, that there was not a pirate afloat in the region 
of Matanzas, the scene of their greatest depredations. 
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larger than an open boat; and not a .single piratical 
act had been committed on the coast of Cuba since 
he had organized and arranged his forces.'* Hp, 
however, very much regretted that the gazettes of 
the United States had given publicity to the fitting 
oat of hU armament, its destinatioii and object, long 
before his arrival in the West Indies, which enabled 
the jnrates to change their ground, and prevented 
their complete destruction; Avhich, otherwise, he 
should have accomplished. Many of them sought 
other hiding places in the southern and south-western 
coasts of Cuba, near Cape Antonio ; whence, at an 
after period, they renewed their depredations.* 

In October, 18S4, Commodore Porter, in resent- 
ment of an insah offered to the flag of the United 
States, by the authorities of Foxardo in Porto Rico, 
landed a force at the place and compelled a public 
apology. For this act he was recalled from llie sta- 
tion where he had rendered such eminent service, 
and In consequence of the action of a court martial 
was suspended from his command for six months. 
The commodore felt himself greatly aggrieved by 
these proceedings. He Imd voluntarily relinquished 
an easy and honourable station, as cumiiiissioncr of 
the navy, for a very difficult and dangerous service, 
which he bad executed with great zeal ami succesf?, 
resulting in important benefits to his country. For a 
single error in judgment, in rdation to the extent of 
his powers, which had been attended with no evil, 
and which feM fiur short of other cases that had 
been overlooked, be had been taken from his com- 

* Perkins^ Husturical Sketches, chap. 14. 

3H 36* 
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maud, ordered home, arrested, tried by a court mar* 

tial, and suspended. Under these impressions be 
resigned Im command in the navy, and entered into 
a negotiation with the Mexican government, by which 
ho became commander-in-chief of all the naval forces 
of Mexico, with a salary of twen^-five thoimnd dol> 
lars a year. 

In 1829 Commodore Porter left the service of 

Mexico, and returning to this countiy received the 
appointment of consul general to the Barbaiy powers. 
After the capture of Algiers by the French, he was 
appointed charge d'ailaires to Constantinople. He 
subsequently returned to this country, and was seat 
out as minister to the Porte. All the important 
negotiations and treaties of oar government with that 
of Turkey subsequent to that period have been con- 
ducted by him; and he still retained this highly 
honourable and important appointment at the time 
of his decease, which took place March 28th, 1843. 

Commodore Porter was one of the most active, 
courageous and able officers that have served under 
the American flag. With a chivalrous disregard of 
ease and interest, he always sought the post of greatest 
danger and difficulty, and was always found equal to 
any emergency in wliicli he was placed by the de- 
niands of duty and h nnour. If he was prone to act 
upon impulse, his impulses were always of a noble 
and generous kind, worthy of the high-spirited de- 
fender of a national flag. His services were eminent 
in every station which he fllled, and they will ever 
be remembered with gratitude by his countrymen. 
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i.iwTv rp i^i^g laudable desire of every brave 
man to receive the praises of his 
countrymen; but there is a dearer 
and more cheristaed wish that grows closer to his 
heart: it is to liye in the recollections of those he 
loves and honours ; to leave behind him a name, at 
the mention of which the bosom of friendship shall 
glow, the eye of affection shall brighten ; which shall 
be a legacy of honest pride to his family, causing it 
to dwell on his worthy deeds, and glory in his memory. 
The bravest soldier would not willingly expose him- 
self to certain danger, if he thought that death were 
to be followed by obHvion ; be might rise above the 
mere dread of bodily pain, but human pride shrinks 
from the darkness and silence of the grave. 

It is the duty, and it is likewise the policy, there- 
fore, of a nation, to pay distinguished honour to the 
memories of those who have fallen in its service. It 
is, after all, but a cheap reward for suflferings and 
death; but it is a reward that voU prompt others to 
the sacrifice, when they see that it is ihithfhlly dis- 
charged. The youthful bosom warms with emulation 
at the praises of departed heroes. The marble monu- 
ment that bears the story of a nation's admiration 
and gratitude, becomes an object of ambition. Death, 
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the ^eat terror of warfare, ceases to l>e an evil when 
graced with such distinctions; and thus ona hero 
may bo said, like a phoenix, to spring from the ashes 
of his predecessor. 

In the gallant young officer who is the subject of 
the pvesent memoiri wo shall see these observations 
verified; he fought with the illuetrious example of 
bis brethren before his eyes, and ctied with the Mine- 
ral honours of Lawrence fresh in his recollection. 

Lieutenant William Burrows was born in 1785, at 
Kinderton, near Philadelphia, the seat of bis father, 
William Ward Burrows, Esq., of South Carolina. 
He was educated chiefly under the eye of his parent, 
who was e gentleman of eccompUshed mind and 
polished mannem. It is not known whether he wee 
intended for any particular profession; but greet 
pains were taken to iiistiuct liim in the living lan- 
^^uages ; and at the age of thirteen he was as well 
acquainted with the German as with his mother 
tonp^iie ; he was likewise kept rigidly at the study of 
the French, for which, lioweveri he idiowed a singular 
aversion. The dawnii^ of his character was pleasing 
and ausfncious; to quicknese of intellect he added an 
amiable dii^sition and generous sensibility of heart. 
His character, however, soon assumed mure distinct 
and peculiar features ; a shade of reserve beg:an gra- 
dually to settle on his manners. At an age when the 
feelings of other children are continually burstiBg forth, 
he seemed to hu^ his into sttbjeotion. He appeared to 
retire within himself: to cherish a solitary independ- 
ence of mind, end to rely as much as possible on 
his own resources. It seemed as if his young imagi- 
nation had already glanced forth on the rough scene 
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of his future life, and that he was silently preparing 
himself for its viciMitudes. Nor is it impiobahle 
that such was the case. Though litUe commiiiiicati?e 
of his hopes and wishes^ it was evidsnt that his genius 
had taken its bias. Even among Ute gentle employ- 
ments and elegant pursuits of a polite education^ his 
family were astonished to perceive the rugged symp- 
toms of the sailor continually breaking forth: and 
his drawing master would sometimes surprise him 
selecting allotted task, to p«int the object of his 
silent adoratto»^ gallant ship of war. 

On finding that such was the determined bent of 
his inclinations^ care was immediately taken to in- 
struct lilni in naval science. A midshipman's warrant 
was procured for liim in November, 1799, and in the 
following January he joined the sloop of war Ports- 
mouth, commanded by Captain M'Neale, in which 
he sailed to France. This cruise, while it confirmed 
his ptedilection for the. lifo he had adopted, made 
him acqnahited with his own deficiencies. Instead 
of the puerile vanity and harmless ostentation which 
striplings generally evince when they first put on 
their imiform, and feel the importance of command, 
it was with difiiculty he could be persuaded to wear 
the naval dress, un^ he had proved himself worthy 
of it by his sendees. The same nuztnre of genume 
diffidence and proud InimtUtf was obBsr?ed in the 
discharge of his duties towards Us inferiors; he fd^ 

the novelty of his situation, and shrunk from the 
exercise of authority over the aged and veteran sailor, 
whom he considered bis superior in seamanship. On 
his return home, therefore, he requested a furlough 
of some months^ to strengtiben ham in the prmeqdse 
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of navigation. He also resumed the study of the 

French language, the necessity for which he had ex- 
perienced in his late cruise, and from his knowledge 
of grammatical eVements, joined to vig^orous applica- 
tion, he soon learned to use it with fluency. 

He was afterwards ordered on duty, and senred ink 
board of Tarions ships ontit 180S» when he was or* 
dered to the frigate ConstitatloD, Commodore Preble. 
Soon after the arrival of that ship hi the Mediterra- 
nean, the commodore, noticing his zeal and abilities, 
made him an acting lieutenant In the course of the 
Tripolitan war he distinguished himself on various 
occasions by his intrepidity; particularly in one in- 
stance, when he rushed into tl^ midst of a matmous 
body, and smed the ringleader, at the imminent 
hazard of his life. After his return to tiie United 
States, in 1807, he was in different sendees, and 
among others, as lirst lieutenant of the Hornet. 
While in this situation, he distinguished himself 
greatly during a violent and dangerous gale, insomuch 
' that his brother officers attributed the preservation of 
the ship entirely to his presence of mind and con- 
summate seamanship. 

The details of a sailor's life are generally brief, 
and little satisfactory. We expect miracoloiis stories 
from men who rove the deep, visit every corner of 
the world, and mingle in storms and battles; and are 
mortified to find them treating these subjects with 
provoking brevity. The fact is, these circumstances 
that excite our wonder are trite and fiuniliar to their 
nunds. He whose whole life is a tissue of perils and 
adTentures, passes lightly over scenes at which the 
landsman, accustomed to the security of his fireside, 
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shudders even in imagination. Mere bravery ceases 
to be a matter of ostentation, when eveij one around 
him is brave ; and hairbreadth 'scapes are common* 
place topics among men whose very profession con- 
sists in the hourly hazard of existence. 

In seeking, therefore, after interesting anecdotes 
concerning those naval oflficers whose exploits have 
excited public enthusiasm, our curiosity is continually 
ba^ed by general accounts, or meager particulars, 
giTon with the technical brevity of a log-book. We 
have thus been obliged to pass cursorily over several 
years of Burrows* seafaring life, though doubfless 
chequered hy many striking incidents. 

From what we can collect, he seems to have been 
a marked and eccentric character. His peculiarity, 
instead of being smoothed and worn down by mingling 
with the world, became more and more prominent, as 
he advanced in life. He had centred all his pride in 
becoming a thorough and accomplished sailor, and 
regarded every thing else with indifihrenee. His 
manners were an odd compound of carelessness and 
punctilio, frankness and taciturnity. He stood aloof 
from the familiarity of strangers, and in his contempt 
of what he considered fawning and profession, was 
sometimes apt to offend by blunt simplicity, or chill 
by reserve. But his character, when once known, 
seemed to attach by its very eccentricities, and thon^ 
little, studious of pleasing, be soon became a decided 
favourite. He had an original turn of thought and a 
strong perception of every thing ludicrous and charac- 
teristic. Though scarcely ever seen to laugh himself, 
he possessed an exquisite vein of dry humour which 
oe would occasionally indulge in the hours of hilarity^ 
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fund, withoQt moring a moide of lus own eooateiiancey 

would set the table hi ft roar. When under the 
iiiiluence of this lurking drollery, every thing be said 
and did was odd and whimsical. His replies were 
remarkably happy, and, heightened by the pecttliarity 
of km BBimr, tod the provoking graviiky of his de- 
flMBflDour, 1MM mrcM of inflnito neniaent to fan 
aModatn. ItimJMdelii^ to|Mit<)filli0dm6of 
the oonum wd aapkm tht h mt M of low 
life, drawing from thence traits of character and 
comic scenes, with which he would sometimes enter- 
tain his messmates. 

But with all this careless and eccentric manner, he 
poBseeeed a heart full of noble qualitiee. He was 
proud of apirity bat pezlectly qnoasumipg; jealona of 
his own rightly but eerupulously ecNieiderote of those 
of others. irieiidsldps were strong end sincere ; 
and he was zealous in the performance of secret and 
important services for those to whom he was at- 
tached. There was a rough benevolence in his dis- 
poiiiiQQ, that manifested itself in a thousflmd odd 
ways; nothing delighted him move than to surprise 
the distressed witb relief, and be was noted for his 
kindness and condesoenskm towards tiie hmaUe and 
dependant. His companions were full of his generona 
deeds, and he was the darling of the common sailors. 
Such was the sterling worth that lay encrusted in 
an unpromising exterior, and hidden from the world 
by a forbidding and taciturn reserve* 

With SQch strong sensibilities and sdilaij pride 
of diaractsr, it was tiie lot of Borrows to be wounded 
in .that tender part where the feelings of officers seem 
moat assailable. In his promotion to a lieutenancy 
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he had the mortification to find himself outranked by 
junior officers, some of whom he had commanded in 
ihe Tripolitan war. He remonstrated to the navy 
department, but without redress. On Mr. HamilUm's 
going into office, he stated to him his claimsi and, 
impatient of the slight whicdi he eonceiTed he had 
suffered, oiered to reei^ Ms eommieeion, which, 
however, was nol accepted. Whether the wrongs 
of which he complained were real or imaginary, they 
preyed deeply oti his mind. He seemed for a time to 
grow careless of the world and of himself; withdrew 
more than ever from societj, and abandoned himself 
to the silent broodings of a woimded spirit Perhaps 
this morbid sensibility of feeling might in some mea^ 
sure have been occasioned by infirmity of body, his 
health havhig bceu broken by continual and severe 
duty; but it belongs to a saturnine character, like 
that of Borrows, to feel deeply and sorely. Men of 
gayer spirits and more mercurial temperament, may 
readily shake off vexation, or bustle it away amid the 
amusements and occupations of the worid^ hot Bur* 
rows was scanty in his pleasures, limited in his 
resources, single in his ambition. Naval distinction 
wa% the object of all his hopes and pride ; it was the 
only light that led him on and cheered his way, and 
whatever intervened left him in darkness and dreari- 
ness of heart. 

Fv^ding his resignatioii was not accepted, and feel> 
ing temporary disgust at the service, he applied for a 
furlough, which, with some difficulty, he obtuned. 

He then entered as lust officer on board the merchant 

ship Thomas Penrose, Captain Ansley, and sailed on 

a commercial voyage to Canton. On his return 
31 37 
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passage he .was captured and carried into Barbadoes, 
but permitted to come home, on perole. Immediately 

oil liie being exchanged, in June, 1513, be was ap- 
pointed to the command of the brig Enterprise, (16 
gunsj at Portsmouth. 

This appointment seemed to infuse new life and 
spirits into Burrows, and to change his whole deport- 
ment His proper pride was gratified on having a 
separate command; he no longer felt like an unim* 
portaiit individual, but that he had rank and station 
to support. He threw oflf a great deal of his habitual 
reserve, became urbane and attentive ; and those who 
had lately looked upon him as a mere misanthrope, 
were delighted with the maidy frankness of his 
manners. 

On the 1st of September, the Enterprise sailed 

from Portsmouth on a cruise. On the 5th, early in 
the morning, they espied a brig in shore getting 
under way. They roconnoitred lici- for a while to 
ascertain her character, of which they were soon in- 
formed by her lioisting three British ensigns, and 
firing a shot as a challenge. The Enterprise then 
hauled upon a wind, stood out of the bay, and prepared 
for action. A calm for some time delayed the eneolin^ 
ter; it was succeeded by a breeze from the south- 
west, which gave our vessel the weathergagc. After 
mancEUvring for a while to the windward, in order to 
try her sailing with the enemy, and to ascertain his 
force, the Enterprise, about 3 P. M., shortened sail, 
hoisted three .ensigns, fired a gun, tacked, and ran 
down with an intention to bring him to close quarters. 
When within half pistol shot the enemy gave three 
cheers, and commenced the actiou with Ixia titurboard 
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brotdflide. The cheen and ^ broftdaide wete re- 
tonied on om part, and the actloii -becama general. 

In about live minutes after the battle had commenced, 
the pliant Burrows received a musket ball in his 
body and fell; he, however, refused to be carried 
below, but ecmtiDued on deck through the action. 
The active command was then taken by Lieutenant 
M'Call, who condneted himself wUii peat skill and 
coofaieeB. The tnmy was out-mamnamd and eat 
up: his maintopmast and topsail-yard shot away; a 
position gained on his starboard bow, and a raking 
fire kept up, until his guns were silenced and he cried 
for quarters, saying, that as his colours were nailed 
to the mast he could not haul them down. The prise 
proved to be hie Britannie majesty's brig Boxer, of 
14 gons. The number of her erew is a matter of 
eonjectore and dispate. Sixty-four prisoners were 
taken, seventeen of whom were wounded. How 
many of the dead were thrown into the sea during 
the action it is impossible to say ;* the British return 
only four as killed ; courtesy forbids us to question 
i&e veracity of an officer on mere j^resumption ; but 
it is ever the natural wish of the wquished to ^pie* 
date their ibree ; and, in trutli, we have seen with re- 
gret various instances of disingenuousness on the part 
of the enemy, in their statements of our naval encoun- 

• In a letter from Csptain Hull to Commodore Bainbridge he de- 
acnbes the state of the Boxer whea. brought into port: and observes, 
"We Sad itiiiiponlib to get at the number of UDedj so papers an 
' fmad \ff wliieh m on tMMin it I bowww cmnited niiMijr ham* 
mocks which were in her nettiiig with beds in UMj btiidee aereial 
beds without hammocks ; and thib h»d excellent accommodations for 
all her officers below in state-nxnu, tO that I btm BO doobt that lilt 
had one hundred men cm board." , 

■ 
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ters. But we will not enter into disputes of tiiis 
ktiid. It is enough that the enemy entered into the 
battle with a bravado at the mast head^ and a confi 
dencc of 8occe8s; thiB either implied a conicioameaB 
of hk owii.force» car a low opinion of his antagonist; 
in either caee he was mistaken. It is a fruitless task 
to vindicate vietories against the excuses of the van- 
quished — suilicient fur the victor is the juy of his 
triumph, he should allow the enemy the consolation 
of accounting for it. 

We turn gladly .from such an idle discussion to 
notice the last moments of the worthy Burrows. 
There needs no elaborate peneO to impart pathos 
and grandeur to the death of a bra?e man. The 
simple anecdotes given in simple terms by his sur- 
viving comrades, present more striking pictures, than 
could be wrought up by the most refmod attempts of 
art. "At twenty minutes past three P. M.," says 
one accounty our brave commander fell, and while 
lying on the deck, refusing to be carried below, 
raised his head and requested that the Jlag might 
never be struck** In this situation he remained dur- 
ing the rest of the engagement, regardless of bodily 
pain; regardless of the life-blood fast ebbing from 
his wound ; watching with anxious eye the vicissi- 
tudes of battle ; cheering his men by his voice, but 
animating them still more by his glorious example. 
When the sword of the vanquished enemy was pre- 
sented to him, we are told that he clasped his hands 
and exclaimed, "I am satisfied, I die contented/' 
He now peninlted himself to be carried below, and 
the necessary attentions were paid to save his life, or 
alleviate his sullerings. His wound, however, was 
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beyond the power of sui^ry, and he breathed hie 
last within a few hours after the victory. 

The commander of the Boxer, Captain Samuel 
Blythe, was killed early in the action by a cannon 
ball ; had he lived he might have defended his ship 
more desperately, but it is not probable with more 
success. lii was an officer of distii)guished merit; 
having received a swoird from government for his 
good conduct undei^ Sir James L. Yeo, in the cap> 
ture of Cayenne. He wi^ also one of the palM^earers 
of our lamented Lawrence, when buried at Halifax. 
It was his fate now to receive like courtesy at the 
hands of his enemy. His remains, in company with 
those of the brave Burrows, were brought to Por^ 
land, where they were interred with military honours. 
It was a striking and. affecting sighti, to behold two 
gallant commanders, w|io had lately been anc^^yed in 
deadly hostility against each other, descending into 
one quiet grave, there to mingle their dust peacefully 
together. , . ' , ^ , . * • , 



4 ■ . . . 

In concluding the present work, the author cannot 
but express his regret that the narrow limits, on* 
gin ally prescribed for its extent, have constrained bun 
to omit the lives of many commanders, who have won 

distinction in the naval service of llie country. A 
considerable mass of materials still remains, although 
there is not a sufficient quantity to furnish another 
volume of the same size. It is his intention at some 
future time to give a second series of lives on the 
same plan ; and he would esteem it a special favour 
if the families or friends of deceased commanders, or 
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Miy- otiier pet9(sm yirho poMeM letters or documents 

which may serve as materiala for a fature volume of 
Naval Biography, would permit him ihe use of them 
for that purpose. 

It is due to the merits of several highly distin- 
gvoshed officers to fli^, thiit notioes of their lives 
would have beMi InMrtod In tfie present work, bat 
for ibe dilBeiiKy of obtaiidif tte requldte materials. 
This deficiency, the autiior hopes, will be supplied, 
should he ever havo it in his power to resume his 
task. The theme has been found much more fertile 
than was supposed at the outset of the undertaking. 
Thexe are many highly deserving officers whose 
duaractem and actions are comparatively unknown 
to ftma ; but whose aehieivements in naval warihre 
may weD bear* comparison with ^ose of the heroes 
who have been so fortunate as to perform their parts 
on a more conspicuous theatre. Towards these the 
author trusts that history hereafter will do justice ; 
and that many noble actions in our naval annals, 
hitherto unnoticed, may be plaeed in their proper 
lif^t, and receive their merited meed of praise itom 
a grateful couatfy. 
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